
The following interview is of Linda Appel on June 20, L 75 in St. Maries, 
Idaho by Irma Wood. 

EW: What are some of the advantages and disadvanta ges of living in St. Haries? 

LA ~ A lot of the advantages that we have are recr eation; our fishing, our 

hunti::i.g, it's a small connnun ity, not a big city. The disadvantages is of 

course you don't have the shopping like you do in th ,2. big city, wh5.eh 

we go t o Spokane to do a lot of that, which I think rr..ost everybody here 

does. 

EW: It isn't to I a . from Spoka.ne, is jt? 

LA: No it's only an hour and a half i.f you're going slow like me. We spend 

the day and cor.te h ome; it's not bad. 

EW: How does yo .r family life compa.:r:. to family life when y on were a r.ild? 

Did you live in St. Maries when you were a child? 

LA: No we lived in Redmond, Oregor. when I was a ch:Ud. The area there is 

different from St. :M .. 1ries. I t was flat, lot.s of juniper trees whtch I 

stiL like and Wf! lived on a farm. Of course here we live on a farm 

and we ruwe cows and our steer and stuff out it's no t like then, I t 's 

always differer1- when yo·· ' re a child . 

EW: But you do have ani als here. ? 

LA: Yeah, t hey 're n u t here, they 're up at hiE; dad's this summer. 

EW: Do you hav e a horse ? 

LA: No, we cli.d have but we sold her c ecause we didn't hav e our fences up after 

th e-, flood. She was a pe , she was born here and we, spoil ed her rotten 

ar,d when she got to big and you cou ldn't handle her and Wendy has rabbits 

and of course the clogs and t b e cats. 

EW~ You have four children? 

LA: Fjve, four gir ls and one boy. 

EW: What are their ages and interests? 

LA: Cheryl is fifteen and her inten,sts are sewing, cooking and her band at 

the school, her band activities. Ginger is 14, she was active in youth 

club at the Presbyterian Church and the di.fferent things they did and i n 
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pep band and she loves the outdoors. Jackie she's 12, she's in b n.d and 

she loves to be ac tive in sports, they all seem t o be active in sports . 

Wendy she's 3, no 9, s h~ likes the outdoor activities, none of them are 

really indoor or like to foo l a round in.s ide; they like to get out and be 

ac t ive. Of course the bahy, he's just whatever. He'll be 2, he loves _i_t 

outside, he'd sleep out there _'._ f we let him . 

EW: You have a beautiful home here, I wonder if you could tell something 

about it. 

LA: When we went through the flood in January , we moved our house ·back 700 

fee t , back in hy the river and put it on a founda ion so that we wouldn ' t 

have to ·Korry about the flood anymore and it overlooks the rive~ from 

all dir ections. We have a beautiful view of Baldy . Of course the lake out 

i.n the middle of the valley, it's beautiful at night when the moo shines 

on it, it's like a picture. I don't know it's just a beautif 1 valley, we 

think , we love it here. 

EW: I understood the flood went right t hrough your house. 

LA: We had approximately 5½ feet of water in our home, lost quite a f ew things 

and a lot of things destroyed by flood, what it didn't take with it and 

that was quite a chore cleaning that up. 

EW: I noticed in your pic tures t he. water went c lear to the windows. 

LA: Yes it was quite deep, it really soaked up the walL and eve ryt hing, 

went right through it all. 

EW: What thin.gs do you enjoy? 

LA: I enjoy fishing for rec reation, just go behind the house. In the wintertime 

we have tw E;nowcaps and we can j st go right out here in the field and 

have a ball. Anytime a person has enough snow to do it and it is f un. The 

kid s enjoy it, we didn't have any tirne this year to go on any snowmobile 

trips, maybe next year. Our family does mo s t everything together, snowcap

ping, fishing, picnicking r going t o a ~how or some thing, we usually do 
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that together, or go to the lake or what12.ve·r. 

EW: Wh2.t does your husband d for a living? 

LA: My husband, he works for Po t latch as a. contractor, loggin0 and he's been 

with them, I think t his will be his third year. Before that he and his 

dad worked together and he wa.s a sawyer before that. 

EW: He's a lways beE,n in logging? 

LA: Yes, since we were married , he's been in logging . 

EW: Was he raised he.re in St. Maries? 

LA: Y,2.s, he was born here in St. Maries. 
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EW: What ommunity proj ects do you take an i nterest in? 

LA: Well I haven't been in to many activit1es or projects Most of them; the 

home things pretty much take. up most of my ime, by the time supper and 

with th e kids. I have joined one club which is a good club it was the 

but I (1Uit because at nigh t time I was so tired I don't think 

I was much good at all. 

EW; Who make the decis h >ns, you or your husband or both? 

LA: Father is usually gone so mother gets stuck with it, right or wrong. It' s 

usually based on mutual agreement. 

EW: Prior to your courtship, have you ever been divorced or widowed? 

LA: No 

EW: Do you associate with friends and neighbors ar ound the community? 

L.A : Yes, we have some t·iat are out of town but we have some real nic ,'::! neigh-

bars . 

EW: I guess that answers mos t of the quest ~ ns, is ther e anythi g else that 

you can th:tnk of that you can add about St. Maries, you did say wha t you 

like about St. Maries, is ther e anything you don't 1 ike abou ;:: St. Maries? 

LA: Well St. Maries i s still working on the i r streets and stuff ~ I mean our 

t o~-n can be 'mproved. It has a lot of room fo improvement as far as our 

streets, sidewalks , lighting, street lights at night. As f ar as activities 
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for t he kids, we don't have a showhouse which would help, or a bowling 

alley, roJ.Jer skating rink. We c:1on't have any of these type of things 

4 

and I think there would be l ess problems if they had some of theRe things. 

Now they bus them to Spokane to go ro ller skat ing to dif f erent c urches 

or whatever, they take the kids and go to Spokane and it would be nice 

if St. Maries had this so you wouldn 't have to go t o the expense of going 

that f ar . 

EW: St. Mar i es is reD.lly big eno gh to support somethit:.g like that. 

LA: Yes it is, ~t 's surpr i sing how many kids we do have. 

EW: Are your crlildren in 4-H? 

LA: no t . ey're no t ; Kathy was going t o join but shE! got into Li ttle League 

Softbal .L . 

EW: Oh tha 's an interesting thing to do. 

LA: Yeah, thP.y're kin of busy now the next few months. 

EW: Are the girls and boys a softball team? 

LA: No they a.re separate. There was quite a s 1uabble, the girls tried to get 

into the boys little league, you pr bably read in the paper s abou t i t. 

Of cours :; \\'e had one daughter t ,a t did try out and tha t I s when they told 

therr1 that the girls couldn't join the boys which kind of broke their 

hearts; descrimination. 
-fhe. C OU..N f '/ 

LA: ThE- Univ. kids did come out, girls and boys and I know/\~ donated th eir 

dump truc::ks and they took -\-wo and a half dump trucks loads of depree off 

of our place and the boys helped clean off the pantry in th e back porch, 

the garage , things that would've taken u8 weeks to do they did i n a few 

hours . 

EW: Was tha t VISTA : 

LA: I don't know what it was, they bused them up there were two bus loads. 

They aJ l worked very hard and they were all real n; ce kids and osome of 

the girls helped clean ou t and scrubbing on the other pe.ople 's hous s. 
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LA: :'hey had a. ti.me when it h i t 4 o'clock, they had to be at their best. 

It was really a big boost , they really don't realize how much they did 

help. 

(end of interview side 2 n tape 12) 
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