
This is an i nterview with Minnie Badgett on June 20, 1975. The interviewer i s 

Dale Anderson in St. lfaries, Idaho. 

DA: We 've got a lot of questions for you to answer and then you can just t a lk 

ok? 

MB: Ok 

DA: Your name? 

MB: Mi nnie Badget t. 

DA: Your maiden name? 

MB: Scott. 

DA: Any nic .nameE,? 

MB: No 

DA: I s your real Minnie or i s it short? 

MB: No that 's my right name. 

DA: Date of birth? 

MB: Feb. 23, 1901. 

DA: Place of birth? 

MB: I guess y u would cal l it Santa . 

DA: You're a real native. 

MB: I was born wher e you go over the cross roads, you know one t hat goes over 

to and th other one to Santa, not that house, there was another 

house but that's where I was born. 

DA: You were born at h n e then? 

MB: Yeah that 's the way they used to do it and ac tually I don't know how in 

the world those people ever lived. They'd be sick and everything; take 

me now, I was premature , I weighed 4 lbs. anc! there was a nurse that 

l ived some:where tha t helped momma all the way through, she was pr etty 

sick with ~e, I guess and then she took care of me and 

DA: Were there very many premature childnm that liVE!d? 

lived , 

MB: Not to my knowledge; of course there are a few mo thers that I've been 

tol d about that passed away from difficultiE!S . I was at home when I was 

born, I had to be. They homesteaded all around the country here. When I 



BADGETT/ANDRRSON 2 

was a kid I remember we used to go and s ome of them would be; b · t the 

homesteads were made of logs and they would and fit those logs toge-

ther and it wa:-; just amazing the work that was done and that' s all. They 

just homestead all over the country quite a ways apart but they would be 

the old roads, you'd have to go to them. You take one of these buildings , 

they'll collapse , they'll go down but those old homesteads wen t from the 

bottom up ::i.nd the bott:ome logs would rot; there was no fo undation or any

thing, you built them on th e ground unless they would happen to have a 

rock or something to put underneath the bott om log otherwise they were 

just built righ t on the ground and they would decay from the ground up. 

You see tb ey would settle down and settle down and the roof was made of 

shakes, cedar shakes and the r oofs would get holes :in. them, t hose doggone 

things stood for many many years. It used t o be interesting whnt them old 

homes did. And you see where they dug out, where they had their garden; 

it's just now if they had a place where there was pas ture maybe they 

woul d have a cow, not too many of them and they would have a horse. 

DA: I need some i nformation on your background, what is your mother's :waiden 

name ? 

MB Franci s Rothrock. 

DA: Her da te of birth? 

MB: I bel i eve it was 1877. 

DA: Place of bir th? 

MB: Per,.dleton, Oregon She was an old resident own there, her folks were. 

DA: Is she s till living? 

MB: No 

DA: Date of her death? 

MB: 1938 

DA: And what year was she married? 

MB: In 188.:'.f . 
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DA: Her occupation s or jobs? 

MB: She was just a mother. 

DA: Your father's name? 

MB: Frederick Scott. 

DA: Would you give me your mother's first name? 

HB: Francis, her second name is Omelia, 

DA: That's pretty. 

MB: I've always thought it was. 

DA: Date of your father's birth? 

MB: Now t hat I don't know. 

DA: Do you know where he was born? 

MB: He was born near Logan , Utah. 

DA: The date of his death? 

MB: He passed away in 1959, in March. 

DA: Was your father older than your mother? 
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MB: He must of been possibly five or six years older than her, so that could 

be just an estimate of his birth. I should kn w but I don't. 

DA: And your father's occupa tion and jobs? 

MB: He was a , logger and farmer , small farmer. 

DA : Sisters and brothers? 

MB: I had five brothers and five sisters. 

DA: You want to give me t eir names? 

MB: Hazel, brother George . Scott, Minnie Scott, Addie Scott, Walter Seo t, 

Pearl S ott, Edi t h Scott, Bill Scott, and Nina Scott. And th e t win brothers 

one died in an hour and a half ad the other one died a.t birth and they 

weren't named. 

DA: Now for your sisters, we can jus t go through and you can give me their 

married names. 

MB: Hazel Fr ench, Add i e Lincoln , Pearl Chamness, Edith Smith and Nina passed 
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passed away when she was three years old. 

DA: Your husband's name? 

HB: Ralph Badget t 

DA: Date of his birth? 

MB: 1898 

DA: Place of birth? 

MB: Pendleton, Oregon. 

DA: The date and place you were mar ried? 

MB: We was married in Walla Walla on October 7, 1921. 

DA: And the date of his death? 

MB: October 29, 1961. 

DA: And his occupations and jobs? 

MB: He was a farmer. 

DA: Children's names? 

MB: Verna Badgett; he was born in Emida in 1922. 

DA: Di<l you have your children at home or did you go to the hospital? 
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MB: He was born at ho 1-e in Enida, we call him Ike. Virgil was born in Farm

ington, Wash. at my mother's home in 1924 and Velma was born at Sacred 

Heart hospital in Spokane i n 1926. 

DA: Let's go through them and you can give me their occupations. 

Vernon is at home and he helped with war work . He took up missionary work 

and worked as a missionary for about 9 years. Now he lives dow in Hunting

ton Park,California now and he 's helping as a purchas ing agent for three 

hospitals down there. Virgil is a logger here in St. Maries. Velma works 

for a Sears farm s tore in Spokane. She's worked for them fo r over 20 years. 

DA: What type of work does she do? 

MB: She's an assistant manager. 

DA: Your education? 

MB: 8th grade and a coupl years of high school, it y1as very inconvenient in 

those days and the ntoney situation wasn't good either. 
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DA: Hm,, did you go t o school befor ? 

M,B: Well we lived not from the school i n Emida 

DA: Your only hardship then was get ting into high school ? 

MB: Yes; it was just hard and they just couldn't make i t, that's all. 

DA: Ok skills 

MB: I don't know that I've gotany; just housekeeping, I guess. 

DA: Jobs that you' ve held? 

MB : I used to work in loggi ng camps and worked in homes. 

DA: What did y u do in those jobs? 
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1".13 : Waited tables and when I worked in homes I di d whatever there was to do. 

DA: So you did have some skills in that. 

MB: I don't kn ow, it didn't take much. 

DA: Your interests, tal ents and hobbies? 

MB: I used to crochet and embroider. 

DA: Have you ever entered anything into a f a ir or won any awards? 

MB: N 

DA: Do you knit ? 

HB: The only knitting I ever did was what momma used to knit. I used to knit 

wha t she had already star t ed. 

DA: Is she the one t hat taught you how to crochet and embroider? 

MB: Yes 

DA: Do you bel ong to any clubs, group s or societies? 

MB: I belong to t he Grange, The Eagels , V. F:I W. WWII; the Gran e has a ladies 

club and the WWII has a ladies club and t hen there's another cl ub and I 

call it the No Nothing Club. 

DA: Whe t does the club do? 

MB: Oh we just go and they just serve a lunch and we just sit a.round and talk 

and embroider or crochet or whatever they want to do . 

DA: That's more of a club just t o get together? 
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MB: Ye&h, that's just to get t ogether. 

DA: Have you ever won any awards or ribbons? 

MB: No 

DA: I do have a list of quest i ons about what we'd like to know and you can 

probably go from there. How about telling us a littl 

life; the advantages and disadvantages. 

bit about r ural 

MB: Well I think it was interesting; well lived farther away from town 

when I was smal l and we lived not too f ar from the schoolhouse in Emida, 

dad bough that place by the school in Emida. And of course, now this 

was in my time and you go back earlier in tny time and the people got the 

mail in Santa and Emida had no name there was nothing up there excepting 

homesteaders and this come from an older s e ttler that told us and I used 

to ask question s because I liked to know . . I stayed with thi s lady one 

winter, and helped with the cha es, her husband was away in the winter, 

working and she wanted someone to help so he come up with one of the al er 

brothers, well the brothers were in the woods working and I sai d maybe 

I could help heir. So I had a cow to mil' and there was a younger girl 

there, I had to horse I had to saddle up and get ready for her t o go to 

school on and the cattle to feed and some of the horses to feed and 

while I was ther,~ I talked with her an aw::ul lot because she was an older 

settler there, her fol ks was; no . at the time Emida was going to get its 

name, see there wasn't a pos t office there. There w. re more people there 

so the way they wanted to name i t , well they figured the oldest sett .ers 

that was still living there was naw~d Emida. So this lady was an East fam

ily so her name wa s East. And. E was for East, Mi for miller and <la for 

Dawson. I thought it was in eresting though . Most everybody had a horse 

to ride and horses to drive and neighbors helped neighbors in them days. 

I can remembc1~ my dad and some of the others lived with me would butcher 

a beef an they would divide i t and perh · s there wo 1J.d be some family 
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that didn't have too much food, well then they would; these men and 

whoever would butcher it and would divide it. They would take mea and 

they raised gardens and they would take vege.tables too, to people~ that 

didn't have very rr.uch to eat. And the c.Lothing the same way ? with left 

over clothi ng they would help with that, too. Maybe some of them could 

sew and even sew for them, a lady that didn't have a sewing maching or 

if she were sick or somethi g. Now when a tiny baby would come along, 

they just took care of her . I just shudder ever ytime I think of it be-· 

cause it was tough. 

DA: You originally lived in Santa? 

MB: No Emida 

DA: But you were born in Santa? 

MB: No I was born at the crossroads going up there but Emida had its name 

ahead of this, but I think tha t would be called Santa cus that would 

be where they would get the i r mail. 

DA: Was it a li tle commu ity where you were rai sed or where you just kind 

of out in the country? 
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MB: Well there was just one house there e.nd the house sat down this way from 

where that house is n w that sat at these crossroads and I don't think 

there was anyone close there except anyone whol .lived over in Santa. 

But it didn't make any difference, neighbors knew neighbors and neighbors 

helped neighbors. 

DA: How far away were your nearest neighbors? 

NE: Well it must of been over in Sant . · or there might of been some otber 

houses around there, too at that time, I don't know. 

DA: What did your brothers and sis ters do when you were children? 

MB: We worked, we worked in the ga r den and sometimes we 'd go help other people 

after we was old enough to help and do whatever there was to do. 

DA: When you were younger what did you do for r ecreation? 
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MB: We used to play ball, girls and. boys used to play together, we had a ball 

diamond that we would play on, we'd read and we'd fish. After we were ol der 

why, the girls would get on horses and we 'd ride horses. And t hen we'd 

have our parties at one house or t he other and play games . 

DA: The baseball teams were mixed, males and females? 

MB: Well i t just depends but ord i arily it was because there would be boys and 

girls at the homes where they would go and they would j ust go out in the 

yard and play. 

DA: Have you noticed a change in the fishing s i nce you've grown up? 

HB: Oh yes we used to go out and fish anytime we wanted to and then you i:Jee 

~ 
them other laws now. Them s~ams up the r e where we used to fish _ow have 

a sign that i s r estricted and says no fishing, which is a lright, it's a 

good thir: g and then with the game, you know if people wanted to go out and 

hunt they would get thei r deer and br ing it in. Eut there used to be never 

any elk , not close in anyway and then le.t er years t here was elk. 

DA: Was it easier to catch fish then, you kn w just going out and the time 

spen t? 

MB: I kind of think it was because it was j ust famil ies and the kids that want

ed to go fish would go fish, you see there weren't; for that reason there 

would be more fish in t he streams . 

DA: Were you or yours sisters and brothers expected to go on to school? 

MB: Well, really, no because it . just \~"'-sn' t avai lable. 

DA: What types of skills di d your brothers and s isters have? 

MB: Wel l they were so doggone busy with doing things, they didn 't have an:,, 

skills. They always helped do what work there was to do. 

DA: What d i d your brothers do, :did they get into loggi ng? 

MB: Yes they all l ogged. 

DA: And your s is ters? 

MB: Housewif ,~s and baby t enders, I' cl. say. 
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DA: We. want you to talk about your cour tshiJ? and y(mr early mar ried lifE!. 

How long did you know your husband before y u got married? 

MB: Oh about two yea.rs. 

DA: Where did you meet him? 

MB: In Emida ; they moved from around Pendleton, Oregon to Emida and they knew 

my mother's people down there. In fact Ra lph used to chase around with 

some of them in the same age group, tha.L would be my mother' uncles's 

kids and aun·-s, however. we knew he family real w .11 and when they come 

out here to Emida and itr. momma talking with them they felt like they 

s ort of knew her but they had never met her but they did know a lot of 

their family people. 

DA: What were some of the things that you did when you were dating? 

EB: Oh they had dances around Emida and they lwd programs and they 

had their Sunday School and church there on Sundays. There wasn't very 

many cars. My brot her had a car and sometimes we would go out car riding 

wouldn't get too far from home. The roads wer en't too good either. 

DA: What wer e some of the reasons you got married? 

MB: I don't know, I just want ed to. 

DA: What did you expect out of marriage? 

MB: Well I expected what I got. I think i f some of the girls today would be 

more serious about their marriage and really fe 1 like t hey want to settle 

down and makE: a home, I tbink there w uld be lesH divorces . But some of 

them, they're just not grown up enough and 

responsibility . 

DA: You were almos t 20? 

MB: I was 19. 

ey just don't want t o take 

DA: About what ages were mos t people getting marr ied at that time? 

MB: Around 18--20. 

DA: That sounds pretty good . 
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DA: Did you all talk about raising children before you got marrie'? 

MB: I don't know just never gave it much of a thought. 

DA: Did you have a certain amount of children that you wanted to have? 

MB: No 

DA: What affected the ni1mber of children that you did have? 

MB: Wel l I don't know, I enjoy them, they're all marr ied and I have grand-

kids. 

DA: How many grandchildren do you have.? 

MB: Seven 

DA: Any gr ea.t grandchildren? 

HB: One, one little boy 

DA: Where did you get your knowledge about childbirth and child rearing? 

ME: Oh it just sort of come natural and from doc tor books rnost every home 

had a doctor book and it woul d tell what to do for different disease 

and explain what to do. In them days there was a lways a way to get out 

but not a good road to go on. 

DA: There was a doctor in St. Maries then '? 

MB: 0 yes. As far back as I know. 

DA: But like where y u lived, there wasn't a. doctor, you had to come to St. 

Maries. 

MB: Yeah we used t o go to Tekoe quite a l ot because it was a be ·ter road. It 

would take you over to Farmington. It would take several hours to go one 

way with the horses. If you had cars, why then i t don't take very long 

o go. 

DA: What do you see as the future for your children and your grandchildren? 

MB: Well I don't know, that depends on time and as s oon as they are old 

enough to go to ,;mrk. Now J udy , that's my daughter's girl, she went on to 

s chool and she's a te chnician and she livEif: down in Texas now, t hat's 

where she lives. She's working with some doctor there in Technician 
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work and she l:lkes it and she's get t ing along alright with it. Then 

Vernon, that's the older one, he bas a boy and he's 15, he's kind of at 

an unsett]ed age, his mother and dad planned for Brad to going to school 

bu t t hat's a question, yot, never know what they're going to do. I have 

a son living here in St . Maries and they have. five youngsters, the oldest 

one is, Kevin will be, he was born in 5-:; so he's 22 now and he' s running 

a truck for a company. Now those kids they would ego out and 

pull weecls and when they were older, they d mow yards, those kids would 

. :lways want to work and earn money and they' re a pretty good bunch of 

kids. Now Kevin went ver and worked in the sawmill after he finished high 

school, then he worked down here at the plywood mill down here because 

he wanted to be closer to home and he was a li ttlbe bit older at t his 

time then and so he s t arted working with t he pole Company here and run

ning the truck and th t's what he docs . And Dale, another boy wo-, .s wf th 

Mr. here helping hi m repair machinery and such as tha t and 

patched tires for cars and he graduat ed from it and Bill took over, which 

is the way I put it and they got bigger and got other jobs and got inore 

money. When Bill was 18, he graduated from high school a year ago and 

then he.' s been running a l oader down here at the Pole Comapany and 

driv~ng the tr~ck. He went t Orofino and went do~m to Pasco to load 

poles and he's been to Montana, but they haven't sent him on any long 

long trips yet. Both boys are getting along good. Berry, that's the second 

one he joined p with the Navy so he' s over in Japan. But he has written 

me every week or ten days since he's been gone and I sure appreciate it. 

I' 11 have to say it whether I v.·ould like to or not, hat mother is 

meaner than I'll get to Jakes people. She wont have anything to do with 

any of us. Maybe she'll speak maybe she don't , she's just an oddity, 

and the kids know it t oo. Of course she try t keep the kids away fr om me 

like mowing the y.;r.d 
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MB: I wish it were different but I can l t do anything about. She 1 s just one 

of those people that's selfish and jealous and would do anything to her 

husband's people. 

DA: Did you teach your children how to crochet or emb:,:-oider? 

ME: Well I tried but the girl wasn't i nterested. 

DA: Did y u just try to teach Velma? 

MB: Yeah I tried, she wrote a little som thing on the embroidery that I was 

doing and she worked pretty h1c1rd with her school work too. She rode the 

1 ') u,. 

bus here in St. :Maries to high school in Emida so you see their time was 

pretty well taken up, t oo. She learned to s ew and she liked to sew. After 

she f inished hi gh school, she wanted to go to Spokane and ge t a job and 

go to work. She'd go up for a month and come back. She went up with an-· 

ther girl and she'd come back home to visit but she woul dn't come back 

to stay anymore . In two years she's mar ried. 

DA: mat's her married name? 

MB: Jeames. 

DA: Di el she have any children ? 

MB: Just the one gi l , well she had a boy but the little boy died f lukemia 

when he was ei ght years old. He lived about 10 months af ter he got it, 

the doctor gave him L but he liVE!d 10 montbe . They gave him blood one 

time. 

DA: That mus t of been har d. 

MB: Oh yes, those tldngs are hard, you know. You try to do sometI-dng and hope 

there is something and you see it 's just, well doctors do wh t they can. 

Ralph died with cancer als o, he filled with canc:er. My dad died with can-

cer. 

DA: G .n you compare your life as a child with that of your children; how did 

it differ? 

MB: As far as kids was concerned, they ha.d more than I had. But they raised 
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the kids in the depression tirue and it was kind of tough. We raised a 

garden and milked cows and when the kids was old enough to help why they 

helped do the work and wha t there wa.s to do there so we made it ok. 

DA: How did the depression ffect you, was it because of that that :it was 

MB: alright? 

Oh yes 

DA: Did the depression affect many people around this area? 

MB: I think it did now you take with us now we "Were farmers and you kno1,1 you 

can raise some f ood and so on and so for t h although there were some farm

ers that g t discouraged. Well we were in debt and others were in debt 

also . Ralph was able bodied and also his dad and so they would go and 

get whatever work they could get to do. If they could log they would 

log and then they shut the logging down, just boom all at once. Then 

we went out with the thra shing mac ine and went out with the hay baler 

and money that way and we had a. few cattle to sell, we'd have some pigs 

to sell, we'd have some chickens to sell and we raised a garden a.nd even 

in them days we did help other peop l e sometimes and I will add to this 

now and I'm real proud to say i t a lthough I don't want to brag and say 

that other people didn't do but now there was threi~ places above us, now 

they had the same oppor tunities we had and he.y weren't as deep in debt 

as we were, they lost their farms to the rriortgage companies. What we did 

now was go and tell them ahead of t ime that we didn't have the money to 

pay them their interest and we 'd say that when we had t he money we would 

pay i t that way we never ha c.1 any difficulties. There was t wo other peopl 

that had the morgage companies and they had borrowed some money from in

dividuals, or from banks not individuals. When they would want their money 

and go there they'd go ,in a rage; we didn't do t hat. Some of the same 

people owned a mortgage on our place that 01:med one on c:nother place. So 

then people come in to collect; them people just went kind of a rage with 
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J.'l,.: 

and this i s the first time I'd ever even met these people at all. J knew 

we owe d them money but I didn 't know who they were. Luckily dad was out 

wi th the hay baler, dm•m. below Emi.da a ways. Ike was a li t tle kid, he was 

about four at this t ime, he was the older one. So anyway they come there 

and of course they were kjnd of shaky and I told them were Ralph and Grand

pa were \\'Or king . Then I said you could go down and Ike knows where they 

are and you take him with you and you can talk to them and I'll have 

dinner ready for you when you come back. You see there was no place to 

ea there and. a lot of times I cooked dinner for a lot of people. They 

kind of hesitated a lit tle bit, one way or another and I siad Ike wil l 

go with you, he knows where they are and you can see them and when you 

people come back, I' 11 have dinner ready . So they we.nt, it was the man 

and his wife and his mother-in-law w re the people that we owed the 

money to and o they went a.nd they came b ·ck and I had the tahle all set 

for them and they was hungry, too ; and they would stay their with me and 

the kids for quite some time, I don't know I think they give the kids 

each a quarter, I believe. Everything was just fine and whenever they 

would come i n we'd have a nice time to visit and no, we d i.dn 't have the 

money to pay them an1 so I didn't give it t o t hem and we had no trovble 

with it that way. 

What affected you more, the depression r the war? 

MB: I didn' t ike either but the war was really the hardes t. 

DA: Which one? 

MB: World War I I; Now Jake the son that lives here,, he was i.n World War II. 

The other boy did 't pass so he didn't go . He was a little kid, just kin~ 

of funny, he' cl play out ir. the yard some. times. ~"1'ell Ike the older boy 

my folks used to come around, they lived out i n Farmington. for a while 

and then they moved over to Sanders, wherever dad did logging a d so 

they rd have Ike with them qu i te a lot. Re was gone maybe two or three 
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weeks at a time and he would be sad when they made him go home. Jake was 

just a little timer and I'd go around the yard and call, "Come Jake." 

Ralph and his dad would be out working on machinery and they both had the 

hab:it of puttirig things together and Jake thought maybe thi s would be al

right so they'd take him witli them sometimes and he'd play around where 

t hey was working. So then we called him Jake and still do. That was in

teresting raising kids. 
do-.>'t 

DA: Why~ you describe k:Lnd of a typical day when you had the children here? 

Just say at any a ge group, j ust describe what the clay might be. like. 

MB: Oh it was r eal interesting. The ld ds would do one thing or another, they 

would play around or whatever they wanted to do. 

DA: Did you sew for them? 

MB: I sewed for my kids, yes but the grandkids I never sewed very much fo r them. 

By the time the depression wasx over you could buy so that ' s what I would 

do. I'd buy a lot of different clothing for them. Jucy, that's the girl 

that was in Spokane, her dad and mother both worked but I don't know, I 
"' wo..\\o,. 

was visiting Ralph' s f olks that lived down around Wallew. · · and this 

cousin she had married again and she had a good car and he had a car and 

they didn't want both cars so she said to me that "I'll sell you my car." 

Of cour se I had a car and I thought that would be nice because Judy was 

just ready to go to collegE! 2.nd she needed a car to drive to college. 

Dir.k had his car, Velma had her car and I thought it would be nice if 

everybody could drive back and forth to college • She wanted to sell t he 

car for $ 600 and pay when I wanted to. I figured I'd pay when I took it. 

Anyway I ca \\ ed up to Spokane and talked to Velma, my daughter and she 

said that Jucly already had a car and so then I didn't take t hat car for 

her. Well t hen when Kelvin; of course you see the boys are beginning to 

wo-ck one place or anothe.r and they needed trannportation and so I 

bo4ht; Jake. and Kelvin and I went to Spokane , ,~·ell Kelvin made a few 
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trips up t bere. Jake when he'd go up for mac h nery or parts of son1.e thing, 

he would look around; then Kelvin dE,c ided there was a car up there th2. t 

he woul d like. I told him toge' something that was god and not get 

some ol d rattle trap. 

Well now Berry he got a car I g ess it was $1700 cash I paid so there was 

no payments to make. At any ra te Berry joins up wi t h the navy and he has 

a girlfriend here, rea l sweet girl, I think a lot of her, so he's come 

to me and he said, "Grandma what shall I do, s hall I sell the car or do 

you care if I let Shannon use it?" They fini shed high school and graduat-· 

t ogether and she was t aking nurs straining in Spokane and she stayed at 

the Sherwood Ha ll up ther e and there 's no bus on Sunday. So then he was 

home and he had the car and he'd take her up and t a.ke her bock to Spo

kane and nm e's going t o be shipped down to San Diego and I said, 

"well I think that Shannon could use the car, so I think i t would be n:Lce 

to let her have it.' ' So then he let her have the car then to drive back 

and forth, he was down in San Diego awhil i~ and came back and he was down 

i n San Diego aga in. Now he 's over in J apan and she still has ~he car. 

She's out of s chool for t he present t ime and she's working down here at 

Mike's Drug and he r mother is working up here at the nursing home but 

she has the car. I think it' s r eal nice f or her. She' s not a run around 

you know, some kids if they had a car like that, they would go. She's 

no t that type . 

DA: Does she come by to see you? 

HB: Oh yes; she eats dinner. Well s ince just a f ter Berry went down _o San 

Diego and he'd been in Seatt le for one weekend and she'd rive down. 

Sometimes she 'd walk down and we'd eat dinner together. Now she comes 

and picks rn.e up and we eat dinner a t one place or another . She don't 

have very much time t o eat an here she; S2.t:urday, I thought I was gonna 

surpr ise, somE,times I woul d cook and she'd come ·here to eat and so I 
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i n ited my s h: ter to colile over and a cou~le of other ladie~ to co~e over 

and eat diner and s o hen she sa id one day I won't be able to get off until 

2 o'clock. Ancl. I said tha t would be jus t fine, well I just th i nk I'm gonna 

h d . d d h ·1 d II h ti ..,. .e. ave 1.nn er rea y an pretty soon s e ca 1. s an s e ~ a.ys we r11.nn1.•, 

momma. just called and she says she' s gonna come down and e,i t with us. 

Ai1.d I said, '1that would just be great, tell yon mother t o stop by my place 

and you come o e1· t o my place and I'm gonna have dinner on the t able here . 11 

And so t hen here mother came down and we a l l ate dinner together. I sure 

enj oyed , her, I don't know her mother too well, I know of her . But we had 

a nice time in what l i t tle time i t was. They just had t o eat and go, no t 

very mnch time. 

DA : Do you gather with your family a lot, the ones that are i n town? 

MB: Not too much, there all working i n one plac ! or another. The girl, she's 

17 and she works down here a t this auto place, i n an office the,re. And 

Sammy he' l ~- be 15 and be ' s working up here at He's re-

pa1~ ing bikes, motorcy c l es and lawn mowers. As soon as t hey are able t hey 

just work. Of cour s e Jake t ook the boyis with the woods with h jm 2.nd let 

him run the l oaders and r un differen t things, they never drove truck, I 

don't think. In fact he nev,~r let them drive those rucks until those 

ki ds were old enough to dr ive. It was just na t 1: r al for them . 

DA: What do you do for recreation and relaxation? 

MB: Oh crochet some and mbroider some maybe. ar .. d I'll visit around i n one 

place or another . And at t hese clubs we have pot luck dinn.ers and we go 

one place or another, we just kill t ime. 

DA: \.lb.at was your recreat· on like ear l ier? 

MB: There wasn' t to much up t here. 

DA: When did you move from Emida to St. Maries? 

MB : In '62. 

DA: so you re~lly haven 't lived her e that long. 
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MB: No; but then we. still had the fann in Emida. We sold 1400 acres, when 

Ralph began to get bad we had timber and there wt,re three :: ires that 

started in the timber and it would be destroyed and we didn't know what 

was going to happen. . It was timber all pajd for, we 9ought it f r om 

Lumber Company, the.y logged some off and come along. 

They figured it was a man set fire but they didn't know . Now McGoldick 

had a ca.mp that was across from us maybe about a mile and so Ralph and 

Gra.mps saw the fire so they went over there to that fire a 'I think 

Ralph went out so far and then reported it and it was right in the hot 

summertime. So then they had to get men to come and fight that fire and 

Ralph and Cramps were right there on the job and then they were ther e 

all night to save a railroad bridge, to keep that br:\d1,e from burn ing 

by staying there a.nd some men would say, well the t..ell with i t , they got 

lots of money they can afford it and they would go. At c1ny rate t.ey did 

know t hat Ralph and Gramps did save that bridge by staying there all night 

fighting fire and I didn't know where they were and there was no need for 

me to go out and try to find them as the kids were. small. They could come 

home better than I could ever find them so; and then t hey brought food to 

them. Some .nan report ed i.t and tol d them tha t t hey were there at the 

bridge but I don't know how they found thetrt t here but z.nyway they brought 

food to them there. They were afraid if they left the bridge would burn. 

So everytime they would see them out by the road this Mr. Lammers would 

stop and talk to them and t hat went on for some tire.e and they moved some 

logs for them as well and he would stop then and camp dm,m there, it 

was the beginning ()f this rea l tough time , There was uo work there was no 

markets ther ,.? wasn't anything. Latnmers woul d come along a.nd he "t\ou1.d stop 

and talk to them and he want ed to sell him 40 acres so we took out 40 

acr s and oh managed some of the saw mills around t o put in tini,e.t- and 

sold it very very cheap. 
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DA: How much did you sell it for? 

MB: It was $2,50 an acre and that was soll!e timber that had never been 1 gged. 

That:' s right it was $ 2. 50 ,m acre. Soll'.e of it around, I think it was $ 9. 00 

is about as much as you would pay for any of it. There ha d been some where 

some logs had been taken out of it and .... ome that had never been touched. 

1400 acres of it that way, it was al l joining and it was good timber . 

But then t hose three fires in it well we figured it wa~, inan made because 

there was a jealousy. We'd get this, 11ain't you gonna put some logs inj 

we need work., I thought you were gonna log i , I want a job." We couldn't 

put the men in th,~ woods to w rk and Ralph couldn't get in the woods. 

We had. to put sonic. men in that we could rust and t ake some of t he tim-

ber out but it c rnre to a little bit beyond that and there was t.hree fir e s. 

They got a hold of them before JiE,y were w:~ry big. The fo rester s would 

see and. so they sent their n.en down to fight the f i re. Then we decided, 

well maybe. WE· Id better sel l it and save diff iculties and so we sold that 
wo..s11·+ 

1400 acres. We d i dr. ' t get much out of it because there just ~ that 

much price a - t hat time, you see and la.ter if we would of kept it, it 

would of been worth a $100,000. 

DA: I s that out at Emida? 

MB : Yes, we had some joi ed farm gr ound and we. had some t imber on par t of it. 

I sold the place in '66 so I could get on social security. It was hard 

up there and I'd have to get someone to fix the fencesand we'd spray the 

thistles, I needed snmeone to do t hat and cattle break in 

It was just a hard job and the inside fences I let the11t go to heck, I 

never tried; it was just to darn hard to get labor to do it. w,~11 Badget ts 

bought :L t in 1919 anci we bought this other through the years as time went 

on and two of t he ranches tr..at we bought a few yea rs earlie r .had gone 

back to the morf gage c mpany. That was some ye,ars after the people. had 

given them up. 
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DA: I juRt c n't get over buying land for $2.50 an ~ere 

MB: Yeah we paid $2 .50 an acre for it. It was worth mo r.e money than that and 

he would of never sold it to anyone else at thal price. But they was 

moving all t hat timber ut and McGoldick's timber was all they had left 

in there, the k:b .d that would sell. Other's went up there and tried to buy 

part of that and t hey wouldn 't sell it to anyone. 

DA: That's really interesting. 

MB: Now Jake and Rose, we still have t hat timber, Jake was working up on 

Creek. We were living here in St. Maries and he was .. r i ving back and forth 

and their house was for sale, it was a nice little house. Re never hnd 

any money al .hough rw worked hard and earnE"d good money. So Ralph asked 

him and her if t hey woulcln't like living in Emida and we'd buy that place 

for theni so they d:ldn't have f! ny kids at this time and so we bought this 

little place for them and gave them the deed and title for it and they 

Jived up there for about two and three years. Then they had two little 

boys at this time and then she's gonna come to St. Maries and ge t away 

from the God darnrn Badget t s so Mr. that's the man t hat owned 

the store then he told us about it and Bladgett asked be~c what she was 

gonn,, to do with the two little badgetts. 

DA: Who fixed up the house for you? 

MB: Oh I've had different ones, new Mr. Flys the man that lives over here, 

he has a nephew that lives :Ln Spokan•~~ come dov::11 and really did the 

work , he did the ceilings ,md put the paneling in and he did a lot of work . 

DA: What made you decide to live in St. Maries? 

MB: Well I didn't want to live up there c1t the ranch by myself and Grandpa 

had c· ncer he wasn't well either 2nd he'd be in and out of the hospital 

and so t hen we rea ted here f i rst and to be down here before he passed 

away . We lived down here and rented about six weeks before he passed away. 

Then we kind of looking around to buy something and this was up for sale 
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and so we grabbed it, that was after Ralph pa,s~ed away, 

When I was a kid we used t o come dm~n and we'd bring beef, or pig or 

cld c.kens, come to St. Maries and so clad used to bring; when he'd come 

down he'd bring mayb e two of us ki ds with . m; however we. took our t urns 

in coming into St . Maries and Boy that was a treat! We . d drive down and 

put the hor e.s in livery stables here and take us to a restaurant and 

eat and that was something. Our dad was rec4lly good to HS kids and when 

we'd come down; :i.t was across the canyon and this tree had a tongue through 

it, right through tha.t tree. This was in stagecoach days and a big freigh t 

with four or six horses, however lig the stagecoach was , they would carry 

the mail, at any rate this was a freight wagon and they had well trai ed 

young horses on th.~se rigs be ~1use it was a hard trip and they'd go up 

here to what they called a haJ .f way hous e. a.nd they changed horS E!S and 

away they'd go , So at any rate, they was coming up towards Clarkia and 

of course they needed yo· mg hor s .s that were tough and could tah~ the 

trip and so they w re coming d wn from up there, they ,muld be mining 

up in Creek and t hey had a lo l- of big machinery up i.n there, 

this was in the 1900's, I don't know t he year but it would be in some of 

the early days and this story was t old to me; t he men were coming down 

they had either four or six horses on thi s frieght wagon, they were 

coming down a hill and they had or something that rat tled in 

t he rig and i t ... cared the horses and t hey started to run, so the men 

couldn't hold 'em and there was a turn they would have to come to, you 

see and he said, "Jump, jump, jump ," the driver said to ·his othe.r man. 

This nan jumped ut from the wagon and then this other man jumped that 

was driving and he said , 11go hor ses , go" I can buy more horses but no 

nore Joe" The horses nissed the urn and went down in the brush, they 

were going at a high rate of speed and the tongue w .nt through the tree 

and I was told and I do believe this to be right that the hors e i~ were 
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that the horses were all killed and it just sounded reasonable, although 

some tell me that t he horses weren't ki led. And tha t tonge was in that 

tn~e. and tha t tree grew up with that tongue in j t:. When we come to St. 

1-1:aries we liked to look a.cross and see the tongue way up i n that tree .. 

Not now and it went on t hat way for several years and it hadn't been too 

many years since hat tree was cut down and they cut the tree d o,;,m and 

t ook it down and put it in a museum in Boise and I've been told since 

tha t they took it to New York with the t ongue in the tree. Whc1.t I was 

told they cut t he tongue: partly off , It was still through t he tree bu t i.t 

wasn't t he tongue t hat we used t o see and that tree gr ew. 

DA: It's too bad hey didn't leave it in Idaho, I t hink that i"' ,;,;ehere it 

belongs. 

MB: That's the story I go t , It might still be down here in boise and I'm not 

saying they did ship it, I guess if you ever go down to the museum in 

Boise well you can see whet:ie.r it's the '.':'.'e or not, i t might pos s ibly be 

there. There's a lot of t hings but I 'm gonna t e:11 you now while you a:r e 

here where you can get a lot of inf ormation that's already writ t en down, 

that would be out of "Our Country" here. That would be from Wallace, 

Kellogg and all down the way here , there used to be mine s there and you 

will hold your breath when you read some of those s t ories. 

DA : What we're doing, i s we're gett i ng women' s lifes. We are going t o go up to 

the Wallace , Kellogg area sometime next mont h, we're going to be i n terview

i ng women up there. We f eel like there's a lot of history that's writ ten 

down and a lot of i t is ba _·; :lly about t he men. And so we 're int erested 

in finding out what the women did and we think that's important and we 

think tha t a woman 's viewpoin t is important, we just hate for it to get 

los t . 

MB: That's right. Well now there's a place over here in Coeur d'Alene, I had 

bought sorn.e of the books. One wa s a Steamboa t on the Rtver I had that 
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book , then I had./\books tha t I bought, You see that would be the early day 

history. It gives the names and t e dates of happenings and over at Coeur 
c,.. Nd l<d.tt/...!5 .flks 

d'Alene is where I bought some of them books and I had them here .Y\ Some of wo ult/ 
(>onu!'; 

t hem come f rom North Carolina, s ome of ther come from I owa to vis i t me 

some f r m Walla Walla, Pendleton, Oregon and tha t part come and then 

they 've all been interes t ed in those books. Gr e.ndpa' s brother was here 

last fall, and hi s wife, t hey go down t o Santa Ana to spend the winter and 

then they go back to Corning, Iowa, then i n the summer t hey have a son 

that has a. big farm and the son lives on the farm and t hey sort of help 

him and they were here last f all, they stayed here f or four or five days 

and then I asked him if he like to rE!ad some-lhing interes ting and s o he 

read some of them books while he was here and then I l e t him have t he 

rest of t hem. Then he took them home because he was i nterested and the 

people there :i n Iowa would be too and ~hat gives the dates and. that gives 

the names. 

DA: Have you travelled much ou tside of Idaho? 

MB: No, not too much . Ike lived in Kansas City and we went ther e to visit 

them a few days, Ralph and Gramps and I. Then t hey lived at Lenmen, South 

Dakota . They moved out befor e Ralph passed away bu t he never went there 

to visit them and so I made trips there, sometimes I would visit them over 

there. Then Ralph and It ok a trip, t hey lived down in Huntington Park 

or fifteen years or s o ago before they star ted this other chasing around. 

D : What state is Hunt i ngton Park? 

MB: Cali fornia, i t 's the sub of LA. We wen t down there and visi t ed with them, 

Ralph and I. 

DA: What did you think of LA? 

MB : I like it , it's nice, there' s so many interesting t hings. Ike and Audry 

ar e back there again now , they live there and s o I'm going down to visit 

them before to long . 
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DA: Woul you ever want to live t here? 

MB: I don't think so. No I l ike the smaller t owns better, I think. 

DA: You were talking about haveng a garden, did you can and freeze things? 

MB: We had no freezer s and we had no refrigerators. No we raised our vegetables 

and we had a cellar so we put t hem down in the cellar . It was a house and 

som of the houses were b i lt w,-th cellars, whic is where people kept 

their vegetables. 

DA: Did you can? 

MB: Oh I canned fruit but I didn't can vegetables. 

DA: Did you dry anything? 

MB: No 

DA: Have you e.ver made soap? 

MB: Yes 

DA: Do you still do it? 

HB: No 

DA: When did you do it? 

MB: I don't know, it was out in Emida; momma used to make soap and then some 

of the older ladies did and then they'd buy some soap. Mother used to like 

tat soap so she used to make soap. I made it a t i me or two after she 

pas sed away i.n '25. I'd be doing other things , t hat's a job making tha t 

soap. 

DA: Did you buy the lye or did you make your own lye? 

MB: Bought the lye, I wouldn' t even know how to make i t now. 

DA: My husband and I have made some s oap and it was fairly simple to do . 

MB: There' s a simple way to make it and then there's ano t her way. We used to 

pu it in some big container and t he we'd stir :L t and stir and stir and 

stir it. Did you make it that way? 

DA: We jut heat the fats and have the lye solution and j ust pour it all to

gether and we 'd probably have to s tir it for 30 to 45 minutes and tha t 
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was all. Of course we only made a small pot . 

Well you see that would soon cool and tha t would be alright. If :you 're 

making more i t would certainly take longer to cool and keep it from separ

ating, that's quite a job. 

DA: Are you involved in any church activitie.s? 

MB: Not at the present time, I just didn' t want to get involved in things. If 

I want to go I want to go and so I jo i ned up with these different things 

but I don't have to a ttend if I don't want to. I don't want to be in

volved in anything. I had that to many years. 

DA: Were you involved in comrrrunity activities when you were younger? 

MB : I had time for the washing, scrubbing and cooking. 

DA: And you en·oyed tha. t sort of thing? 

MB: Oh yeah, you jus t have to do the work on rotating everyday. T shad t o 

be done so you just go on from one thing to another, keep he work done 

up and there's always some special stuff . 

DA: What modern convenience have you enjoyed the mos t ? 

MB: I don't really know, I believe a washing machine . . Bought the first wash

ing machine, it was a Maytag. Le t's see, Velma was about a year and a half 

old, in '27 I guess we bought it, it was a '26 model and it had an engine 

on it then, we had no e lectricity up there. Eut it saved a lot, heat the 

water in the wash boilers then put it in the machine and wash. Other than 

that way, there used to be a wooden tub and you had a wheel you would turn. 

It had a stick up that would, you'd stand and you' d put your clothes on 

a s t irrup, I guess you would call it, undernea th and that revolved your 

clothes around. 

DA: Is this the only sewing machine. you've ever owned? 

}ill: No, really that's the only one I've ever o~med, beca se the other sewing 

machine is Ralph's mother's. 

DA: This is just a peddle one, right? 
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MB : Yes. After our house and ever ything we had burned up in 1950 out there 

in Emida and af -er we com to St. Mar i s , all I wanted a sewi . . g machine 

for is just t o do mending and litt l e things so I bought t his second hand. 

DA: It's really a pretty machine. 

MB: It sew good , it's an old old timer. 

DA: Do you watch TV very much? 

MB: In the evenings quite a lot, also sometimes in the day time. 

DA: Hhat shows do you watch? 

MB: I like he animal shows and I l ike Lawrence Welk and a lot of those 

shows. 

DA: What do you think of a. lot of these police s tori es and deT ective stories 

and things like that? 

MB: A little bit of theni is alright , they're educationa l but as far as that 

shooting and all that, I don't care about, you read enough about that in 

the papers. 

DA: What magazines and newspapers do you subscribe to? 

MB: I got this Modern Life-..1.. Prevention and the Reader's Digest and Modern 

Maturity. I used to take the Idaho Farmer, but you can only read so much. 

DA: Do you read a l ot? 

MB: It just kind of depends, sometimes I do and other times I don't. 

DA: When your husband was l iving what were some of t he most common things that 

he ever asked you about? 

ME: I don't know. 

DA: Like decisions about the farm and buying more l and ·. who made those d cisions? 

HB: He usually always d:i.d. He always did. 

DA: Bnt it was mostly his decision? 

ME: Usually he kind of kn ew what he could do and what he couldn't do. Sometime · 

his dad didn't agree with him. 

DA: Did you ev r disagree with him on hig de cisions? 
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MB: No; I don't know I think when a man i s home all the time they follow 

along every cla.y and they know the money situation comes to them and t hey 

can figure out what they can and can't do and the liv ing for the f amily. 

DA: Is there anything else that you vrould like to tell me? 

MB: No tha t 's about a l l the stories I know excepting maybe a little short 

story about something or other. 

DA: e 've prett J much covered most of the quest ions on her e. 

MB: It mus t of been i nterestinf> 

DA: Well i.t's been i nteresting for me, I've really l earned a l ot . I'm from 

Georgia aLd I'm interested in learning a little bit about the state. 

Talking to people develops my interes t more, I'm ready to go out and read 

a history book on Idaho now. 

MB: That is true , now like down in Oregon when I was visiting with my hus

band's folks down there, it's more interesting to f ind out more things 

and what they did because t hey came here in an early day in Oregon. 

Both of Ralph's people :, grandparents, they come from North Caroli na. 

DA: I s t here anything about your life t ha t you would change? 

MB : I don't know; of cour se living alone you' ve got to make different adjust--

ments. 

DA: What are some of the adj ustments that you've made since your husband passed 

away? 

MB: I don't know, just living alone and eating hab its, he vse.d to cook quite.

a bit. Just to feel free to c ome and go as I please and its' different 

when you have a c mpanion to go w th all the time and then you're just 

alone. Of cour se I companion with a quite a few ladies, we have nice 

times together. 

DA: Are there many people here that you' ve grown up with? 

MB: o in fact there's no one around here that I grew up wi th . All the pe ple 

I know are the people I've me t since I' ve been growing. 
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DA: Is there anyone around Emida? 

MB: Georg el le I s ; the rest of the people have come there now· Georg el le, he's the 

ol dest res i dent there in Emida. _hey came th ere when he was a boy and then 

they was away for a while and he grew up !:here and went to school there 

DA: Do you like life better now than when you were growing p? 

MB: Oh I don't know, I just kind of accept it. as it comes along. 

DA: What do you think about the modern conve.n ie.nces? 

ME: I think they 're great, I think i t 's nice to have them. On the other hand 

I will say, now not daIIlllling the girls. I was going to say if some of the 

younger ones had some of t he work to do they'd have an awful time, like 

the old washboards ad they'd have an awful time. I think if some of them 

did have more work to do a t home I think it would help them qui.te a lot, 

for their hor;1e life. Be cause they have everything convenient, no where 

to go , their husband working and all they want i s a car and away they go. 

There are women that ar e good but there are some in my es timation tlat 

could be set\. led d wn more, and they have plenty of work at home. 

DA: W11a t do you think a woman's role shoul d be? 

MB: I don't know; everybody had all different ideas and dif f erent things. Some 

of the professional ladies with their profe. sional j obs and so forth, of 

course now they live differnt than wha t I do, or people, I'm gonna say 

different classes because we do have different class s of people and I 

thin] the ladies are more so than the men. 

DA: Did you ever consider working other than having children? 

MB: No I never had to and I . 1had plenty of work to do righ t a t home. 

DP_: Did you help raise the garden? 

MB: Oh I di dn't bill myself with i t. I used to go out and hoe some. Anc! now 

like the hay, then, would be the baler or thrasher or somethi ng and I'd 

take the kid s and we'd go out and we'd chop hay or sometMng, I didn't 

have to, I was just doing it to help out and then you see when they come 
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back wi th their machine they would come ba,ck a,nd t hey d get l):l'red help t o 
' ' 

do those t hings. A lo t of times I had a big bal - of hay chopped when t hey 

got back . 

DA: Have you kept a garden? 

MB: No I planted a garden one years nee I've been here, there's just a small 

space there and t he dogs come in and i t just seems like they just tear up 

everything and I never even pull ed a carrot so I didn't plant no more. 

DA: If there were s me young woman considering mov i ng out to the country, say 

to a small town l ike St. Mar i es, would you have any advice to gi ve her? 

MB: No I don't know that I would. Even the younger boys, now Jacob there they 

cot ld have a nice garden, they've got plenty of r oom and all but they 

don't and I like I say t he kids was a lways working in one place or anothe 

by t he time they w· s old enough to work a d earn a little mon y . 

DA: How do you feel ahout your granddaught ers worki ng as oppos-d to staying 

home and r aising children? 

MB : I don't know that's their choice . Now Judy , the one in Texas, she had a 

babysitter with t hat youngs ter and now to me if a mother would stay home 

a.nd take care of their little kid s that's far better and I think they 

are closer. Because you see you take a little kid and t he mother goes to 

work and she g es to pick he r little kid up, she' s tired from her work 

anyway and he little ki ds been away all day a nd when they first get home 

after t hey've bec~'l away, you know they ar e anxious to get home! and there' s 

a tired mo t her there with that l i ttle youngster and t hey are jus t not 

with t heir kids enough. 

DA: Have you ever been to Texas? 

MB: No 

DA : Have you ever h, .d the desire to travel around the U i ted Sta tes? 

MB: Oh I've thought about it , I'd like t o go but I don't want t o go alone. 

DA: Is there some place you would go? 
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MB; Well not in particular, nn . I have a sister that live in Redr-1ond, Oregon 

and her a.nd another l o.dy took off and they t ook that tour of the Pac ific 

and she's a and she's had open heart surgery ancl she's not too good but 

the doctor t old her she could be gone for a cnupl€., of weeks and tak(~ a 

trip. So they went on and this lady has travelled all over Europe, South 

/unerica and United States; she's a Russian and she's travelled every 

place, I like her r eal well, I 1T1et her down there. They took thi s trip and 

t hey were gone 16 days, she just got back and she had to see. t he doctor 

a.nd I think she was in the hospitaJ a couple of days to get straightened 

out be tter. She's had 16 or 17 open hear t surgeries , they made a fub dub 

up on the big surgery and then they E:ent her back to Boston , Massachusetts 

twice to make corrections. A nurse would go with her and her daughter ; 

the arrangements were all made , they'd get on the plane and away she 

would fly away with her daught er with her and they 1d meet her t here and 

. •nthen she'd go t o this hospital and they'd take care of her, they had a 

thou/:!and r ooms there in that place, it was a big big place and so they 

flew her back then~ t wice. The doctor was do .n in Bend, Oregon. 

DA : What ki nd of activ i ties did you participa te in when you were growing up? 

MB: We used t o s ~eigh ride and we us ed to go ou t on the ice and we'd play 

different games out of the snow , make f ox and geese t rails and deer 

trail s and diff •rent things like tha. t and we'd go r omp around in the snow 

and throw snowball. at one another. 

DA: l> i d your chi ldren do t hose same s rts of things? 

MB: Quite a bit the same, you see we were 0 1.1t in the country a little ways 

and other kids would come to our place and play . This Mr. Asbury that 

lives here in town he used to come over and he 'd stay there with the 

boys quite a lot. Robert Johnson , be lives over at Coeur d 'Alent, he's 

married now, he used to come here qui t e a bit and s t ay and Ralphs brother 's 

boy used to stay (end of tape 11 side 2) there with us a lot, they lived 

j 
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down in Emida, t heir boys were about our l:>oys _ages ~ We had kids around 

t here all the time. I don't know our kids stayed home and t hen other 

kids would come there . They woul dn't go do'.\-rn around Emida, there was 

nothing t here for the kids arryway so the kids would come up there, they 

had n.ice times together . I'd make ca.ndy and they 'd pull taffy and maybe 

popcorn, eat apples, they s eemed to enj oy it, play ing in the snow. 

DA: Di d you make •-he taffy f or them to pull or did they make it themselves? 

MB: Sometj_mes they made it and sometimes I made it, i t worked out better if 

I made it. 

DA: I've never been to a t a.ffy pulling. 

MB: When I was a youngster the.y used to have the taffy parties and used to 

have the taffy pulling and the mo ther would ma.ke a pan of Laffy and 

until you can start to pulling it a.rid then give each kid s o much and 

you'd take it and roll it on a tabl of flour and then they ' d. cut it 

and then they 1d pull it and pull it until it turned white ; hit used 

to be a lot of f un. 

DA: What are some. of the other things you. did that a re kind of l i.ke that? 

MB: They played differ ent games i n the house. 

(end of int erview t ai:e 12 side 1) 
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