
This is ari i.nterview with Sonj a. Clyne on June 6, 1975. The interviewer is 
Isabel Miller. 

IM: Your f ull name? 

SC: Sonja Chr istine Clyne 

IM: Your rraiden narue ? 

SC: Ol s on 

IM: Your t he granddc1u.ghter anJ. not the daughter. 

SC: Right 

Il1 ; Have you had a nickname? 

SC: No 

Ili1 When were you born? 

SC: May 12 , 1953. 

IM: You were bor n in? 

SC: Mo scow 

IM: Your address? 

SC: Box 45, Elk River. 

JM: You' ve lived here all your l ife? 

SC: Right ; _! 've l ived in other places but I always come back . 

IM: You have two brothers? 

SC: Yes 

IM: What i s your husband's name? 

SC: Stephen Wayne Clyne 

IM: Date of his bi rth? 

SC: Augus t 2, 1952 

IM : Where was he born? 

SC: Princeton, Minnesota 

IM: When were you married? 

SC: May 26 , 1973 At St. Augustine's in Moscow. 

IM: What' s bis occupa tion? 

SC : Re's a trucJ driver . 

IM: Has he done anythL g else? 
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SC: He's been a cab driver and he worked for t he fire patro l tor 11b0 ut four ,, ' ~ . ~ 

years, three years before I met him. He went to college f or a half a year. 

IM: You have one child, Eric? 

SC: He's 18 months; he was born i n Noscow Nov. 26, 1973. 

IM: You went ·o high school in El'- iver and you went to school somewhere 

else '? 

SC: Yes and t o San Francisco at t he Career Academy for 4 months. 

U:: What did you learn there? 

SC: I went for medical assis t ant. 

IM: Was that for assisting doctors? 

SC: We learned how to t ype and t ake care of insurance forms, how t o give in-

jections, take x-rays, girl friday type of thi ng. 

IM: Did you hold any jobs? 

SC: After I got done with that I moved to Moscow and worked for B&W Excavati t.l g 
; . 

for just a couple of mont s. Then I we t to Potlatch "ti> lJJollk \oR.. 0~. f61<jf·· 

IM: Do you have any special hobbies? 

SC: I like to fix people 's hair. I 'Ill in Elk Ri ver days because I'm a pageant. 

IM: Do you help plan it? 

SC: I was the chairman of it last week . 

IM: Are you likely to do it again next year? 

SC: Yeah I suppose. 

IM: Any other special interes ts or hobbies . Are you a member of any clubs? 

SC: The Canasta Club and Birthday club. 

IM: What is a birthday club? 

It's like there are three tables of canasta and if you had a birthday coming 

up tomorrow and we gav you a pa.r t y and we'd go at 12 o'clock and give 

everybody a lunch, t hen we' d cat and play canasta ,.nd then we'd visit. 

Each one of us gives a do llar to the birthday person. 
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11-'i : You have lived in a big city and a small town like Elk Rjver, how do you 

feel ahout the differences? 

SC: I really prefer the small to\-m, The dras tic stumili like San Francisco I 

never would take my children to t hat. You can't even go outside at night. 

Like around here you can go out for walks and s tuf f. Like Hoscow, it' s 

differen t , you can trust people there where San Francisco it was horril:le. 

In Elk River you know everybody. I'd prefer Elk River you know a small 

town like this~ you know where to lool· for your ch.:.ld . You do. 't have 

't:o worry about a. lot of things like you do in the city . 

IM: So you can't t hink of any advantage of living in the city? 

SC: I think there would be advantages. I don' think there would be t o many 
othe.~ iJ..Aµ 

growing up advantages, •·iiliillF; the school, they have different subjects 

and pr oms and stuff and mor e social things like tha t but Elk River you 

just get the main subjec ts and ther e is a prom hut it's not a big to do. 

I can't t hink of any other advantages of having a child raised in the 

city . If it was just like my husband and I t hat woul probably be differ

ent. I don't think for a little kid . I 'd worry all the time that som .body 

was going to kid ap him; I woul dn't wan t to leave him out i n Lhe yard . 

IM: How was :i.t fo r making friends in ~an Francir-;co? 

SC: It was hard; where I wen t to school there was only like eight of us gir 1 s 

to a class and we only went four h urs a day and you got to know each 

other. I made a really good friend ; she's from Kelseyville, Calif . sort 

of by San Francisco and we s till write . She went on to sch 1 in Wash. 

D. C. Other t han the girls at school I didn't know anybody . 

IM: Did you live in an apartment? 

SC: I lived with a family. I babysat and kept house c.L.<l stuff for l+O dollars a 

month. Across the. street there was sort of l ike an old folks home. They 

had problems to with people . I'd go over there twice a week and take this 

one lady for walks. 
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IM: Wss t his volunteer work? 

SC: Yes t hey r..eeded help really bad. People were able to get out and walk but 

t hey didn' t have the time to take them out f or walks and stuff. 

IM: They needed somebody wi th them all the time . 

SC: I think there was a little bi t of mental d isorder wi th some of them, too. 

We'd bake things and take them over . 

IM: It' s n ice you got involved in somethin g like that. 

SC: I was s o lonesome and you couldn't just go someplac e. I always fel t like 

I had to hav1~ somebody with me all the t ime . So that helped pass the 

time. We were cl e to a church s o I'd go t o church erery Sunday. 

IM: So that helped yonr experience in the bi g city and you wouldn ;t volun

t eeringly go back? 

SC : i'Jo, 

IM: Did you meet any gj_rls who had grown up ln San Fr ::mci.sco? 

SC: ~Jo t right up in San Francisco t here wasn't anybody t hat was from here. 

One girl had grown up in Hawai i from Maui and she ame over to San Fran·

cisco and she. l oves it; t hat's all she's known a.11 her life. Then here 

was a girl from Washington D.C . and another one from San Jose. I was the 

only small tcnm girl there. 

EC: She even drove in San Francisco. 

SC: That was a experience. Like one t ime I pulle up to th s toplight and 

this guy was in the car in fr on t c,f me and he. looked through the rear 

view mirror and waved and I waved back. He got out of his car and come 

to my car and asked me if I wanted to come o a party hat night . T 

said, "no tbank you" and I rolled up my window. I was .scared to death. 

IM: Just a friend ly wave and yo u got that reaction . I can under stand h w you 

might be cautious. 

4 

SC: People were so crabby like the house I lived I had to ake a bus t o school 

I didn't know downtov.Ju San Francisco from anyplace and I'd have to ask the 
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bu.sdriv1~r and he'd say , "well just recognize this ui lding here f " they 

didn't like t h~ t. So I a sked some of t he peopl e on the bus where I should 

get off and stuff. I go t it do"m af ter the first week bu t that was k jnd of 

scary . 

IM: You mean they didn 't wan t o take time t o talk to you? 

SC: Ri ght, they d i dn't either . There was one friendly bus clr :Lver, the morning 

bus dr iver, he was really nice. From t ben on they were crabby. They pr ob-

ably get a lot of i though. 

IM: They're probably tired and overworked and have to answer the same ques

t ions. It' s a contra.s t f rom Elk River, everybody has t ime: to help . 

SC: This one lady has a really bad allerc,~ and she has to have a shot once 

a month. I th i nk she must be clone wi th :it but she car,1e once a month so 

I'd give her a. shot. 

IM: It would be kind of troublesome that she'd have t o go clea r to Moscow. 

SC: Dr. Dr eary in Troy he always says if I need anything like s1,.,du..Rf. scis sors. 

Peopl e are always coming up with stitches that want them taken out and he 

says tha t I can always borrow .StU-tt from him. I wish a doctor would 

come in l ike a week r a week am nth or som . hing like t hat. 

IM: Maybe that' s somethtn.g you could get going . 

SC: Becaus I could help him, you know. But I · hink it wou l d be good fo r blood 

pr essure .hecks for t he old people who can't get out . 

Il{: It would e lp you to keep up you r kills, t oo. 

SC: We j us t kind of have to keep up on them ourselves . 

IM: And that would help you do it . 

How does your family l i fe now compare with t he family life you grew up with? 

Are there any differences? 

SC: I think there will probably be some differe ces. My mom and dad never were 

much f or camping and stuff . I want t t ake Eric o t camping . Steve likes 

to take him out fishing and s t u+"f like that. I guess o'..l.r family life will 
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probably be similar . I t has t o be because i n Elk River you have t o make 

your o~m entertainment. We go on a lot of barbecues v.-ith friends. There 's 

a lot of people on our block tha t have a bunch of kids and we go ou t t o 

barbecues and stuff . Eric loves it, that Would probably be the main differ

ence. I t hink it' 1· important f or little kids to be out. A lot of people 

spend so much money jus t to come up here and enj oy it where .•!e can enj oy 

it all the t:i.me. 

IM: i-n1at were some of the th:Lngs your br o t hers and you did when you were gr ow

ing up? 

SC: Jeff was so much smaller that him and I dj_d.n 't do to much. I remember 

Johnny and I play .::.ng basebD.11 out in the back yard. He'd be pnicticing 

for little League a ::i.d I'd bully him and I' d want to help. 

IM: Would you like to play basi?-1:all if you had enough girls toge t her? 

SC: Yeah, we nevex did that. Other gir l s did it but we'd play dr e-,ss up and 

play house so the boys can enter. That's mainly what I can reme1nb tc r when 

I wa s l ittle. And Barbie Dolls I r ealJy likeJ to pl ay barbie dols. 

IM: How about your athletic pr~1ram at school wa s there muc 1 for girls? 

SC: That' s one thing about t h:Ls s chool, it' s bad. When I was a senior for 

the first year they had girls baske tball for ages and all the girls t urned 

out fo r :i.t and now t hey ~ave it every year . We had to f i nd a day wl:en the 

boys didn't have practice and then we 'd have practice. We ' d have to get 

up early i n the morning and have practice because that was the only time 

the 1gym was vacant. So that was th t hing we all kicked ahout. When we 

had PE we couldn' t go out on the footbal.L fje ld and play baseball until 

we were seniors , then we got to do all his stuff. 

TM: Wha t ,r ought the change? 

SC: I think because we nag9ed and nagged and na.gged and I th :Lnk also the 

school board m mb rs changec. ,:;,rom the ye1: r I was a j uuior two people got 

on. 
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SC: Mainly what was on the i r was boys f ather's ~-1ho wanted baseball an cJ ,f<?ot

ball and stuff. All the gir ls could do was be a cheerleader. 

We let t!-Jem know about it long enough until we finally got something. 

IM: There was a time in the past where the y had basi:<:. tball games? 

SC: Yeah but they played it di fferent. When we were. freshmen we had a drill 

team. We never had any women te,etcl:ers so there was neve.r anybody to do 

anything with the girls. Until Mr. and Hrs. Mulsy came; tben she was with 

i t, you know, she knew what we wa.rited so she helped up a lot. We go t 

t he clril l team going and she worked with us and that' when we got to play 

basel:a.11 outside and stuff. 

IM: Did she take c~arge of that? 

SC: Yes, she was rea ly a good t eacher but t hey are gone now. 

IM: Do they have a Vioman on th,=. staff now? 

SC: No 

IN : Who handl-s the bas_:e tball team? 

SC: Mr. Ireland. He ' s just a coach for gir ls there's a different one for boys. 

Ther e 's a. femal teacher in high school now. 

He teacher shop, crafts and things like that. When I was in school he 

t ·-ught geography. He u:.:.ed to do l ots of things but now he's just shop teach

er and girls bc1Sketball. 

IM: And t 1e boys coach teaches s omething else? 

SC: Yes if they ge t scmebody they do about three. different thir.gs. 

IM: What was th eeling i n your family about your going on t o school? Di d 

they want you to g,~t n,ore schooling beyond high scho 1? 

SC: Ny rnorr. didn't want me to go o San Francisco. She just knew that I wouldn't 

like i t . But I neve am sorry that I went. Hy dad encouraged me to go. 

Mom enc ouraged me to go to school but she didn't think I had t go so far 

away . But I thought I should go out L to the world. They always enco1.n-aged 

me t o go because I ,;-12nted go c bad. I didn 't wan t to go to the Univ. be-
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cause it would take a l ong ti1.1~. I wanted t o go into peech patho;togy 

but I could nev er find any s chools. There was o e i n Texas, places like 

that. 

IM: Wets it hard f or you ·to get the infor mation? 

SC: Right I just got a coupon fr om ma gazine about San Fr ancisco and the was 

t he closest onl". and they had the type of thing t hc. t I wanted . 

IM : Did you ever have counselor s a t schoo l anybody t o help make decisions? 

SC: We had a 1• st wher 12. you answered all these questions i n diffe~f!Dt areas 

ad they tol d you what t hey thought you were bes t suited f or. I think my 

was el .c tronics which can' t be right because I h2ve no interest in tha t 

a t all. We di dn 't ever have any counselors. 

IM : Did very many other people in your class go on to scho l ? 

SC: Just one, Kathys she went over to Lew:is & Clark vocational o become a 

"e.cretary or somet hin g. 

IM: Di d most of the boys stay h re and get jobs in El: ':'iver? 

SC : One boy came just at ~he. first of our senior year so he wa sr.'t really 

considered part of our c J..6\ ss. He's in tl1e army and 

the only other boy and he's just working i n the woods. 

be was 

IM: How about your br others, <l i d your par ents want thE!ID to go o ;,1. t o school? 

SC: They r eally want eff to go oa to something mechanical beca11se he's 

rea. ly mechan i.cally incl ined. Joh ny; he a lways had such a bard tirr.e in 

school, he didn' t ever finis . 

I think he just got off on the wr ong foot i n t he fir st gr ade. Nobody expect

ed him to ~o good, they didn't help him. That was his main problem ~ in fer

iority complex and that I s horrible . 

IM: He k ind 0f fulf HJ ed their expectations. 

SC: Right 

IM: Your younger brother's j unior now and is he cheeking aro nd to see w~1at 

kind of a school he can go to? 
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SC: He' s t alked to a l ot of the teachers. Jeff would really like t o be :9- ,me-:-

chanic or some.thing l ike that. 

EC: There's a car in town t hat could nE!Ver ge t s arted and t hey didn 1 t know a 

thing about i t so they took i t to t he shop. Jeff rey , it must of been t wo 

y,2ars ago , go t to mes~;ing with it and he got :i.t going. 

SC: He can fix radios and he's just really good, 

EC: They couldn't be ieve that he did it. 

nr: There i s certainly a need for mechanics all over. So 5_ ~ 's pos ~ible that he 

r.ould get a. skill like t hat and c ome back to K k River. 

SC: It seems like everybody comes back; even i f you leave f or awhile you end 

up coming bac:k . 

IM: I've noticed ha t. 

SC: If )'Ot like i t; you stay here and if y o11. don't you ge t out. 

IM: A family s eems to b ,~ i mportant f r people t hat live her e. 

Where did you mee t your husband? 

SC: Here in Elk River, he was working wi t b the fire p.:1trol. He came from l-1i 1.me

sota. i n 1970 and h1::. worked out here every s unnner . He 'd come out 1 ere and 

w rk for the snmmer a nd t hen go home and he'd been here thr E!e years be

fore I me t him; I did 't even know him. Tha - seems strange to me because 

he was bere very year and I d i dn't even know him. 

IH: In a small place like this. 

SC: Right. 

IM; You met him through a mutual friend? 

SC: Right. 

IM: How long was your cour ting period ? 

SC: Five ~onths. 

IM: So you mad e up your mind p:r e,tty f as t . 

SC: I mad e up my mind the first night. 

IM: Were you back f rom your school then'! 
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SC: Yes I wa s qorking in Potlatch . 

Il1: Had you always planr e.d to get married someday? 

SC: That's always what I really wanted . I was never real ly happy living alone 

I nean I was happy, I was hav ing a good time. I always wanted to settle 

down and hav1~ a baby. 

:m: So you rea ly were kind of looking for a husband? 

SC: I wasn't real ly looking for a husband but somebody tha t I 'd like to settle 

down vdth. 

IM: so it was a ma tter of d, ec.:iding w o i t would be. 

SC: Yeah t o meet the right one. 

IM: How do y u feel about marriage by now? 

SC : I 've never been happier, really. 

IM: So it 1 E: fulfilled your expecta ions? 

SC: Right. 

I M: Well we ·,-~lked a. l it tle bit about med icaJ. services and your child was 

born in Moscm,i. 

SC: Yes 

IH: We've. talked about how you really need so:nething here. 

SC: Yes because if somebody gets sick, it's really hard; these roads are. 't 

the best either. In the wintertime it's really bad. They flew i n a hel i ·

copter one t ime for th i s lady. 

IM: How many ch:i.ldren do you want to have? 

SC: I t.hirik two s I kind of have a hard time deciding how many kid E: so he said 

only two . I sort of wa t three but v;e'll see what he says with this next 

one. 

IM: If probab:Ly you had a girl. ... , 

SC: Yeah HI had a girl t hat would end it.(end of tape) side 1 tape 16) 

IM: Are t here any pr oblems about having childre or raising babies? 

SC : They help because Eric just loves them bees.use I have to go somep1::~ce 
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then grandma sits in or my mom. If J; flon 1t know s om,eth~ng th.en ~o~ or 

grandma is rj ght ther e to tell me. 

IM: You do 't have to run and ge t Dr. Spock or f: ometh1ng. 

SC: Right. That's a real advantage. 

IM: What do you see as a fu ture. for Eric? Have you thought about what y u 'd 

like to have him do? 

~C: I sort of hope he doesn't work in the woods, but the I don't want to 

choose f •r him, whatever make~ him happy . We keep thinking we want to get 

out. We want to live her•.? but we keep thinking we want t o ~et out so he 

can see a. little mor e of everything. We'll probably end up living here and 

he 'll probably go to school here and stuff. I want him to go to high 

school and then go on t o s omething else. I'm not gonna pu, h it. People 

here go to school f or five year s after h igh school an still don't know 

what t r.ey want t o do. I hope he know by the time he 's a senior i n high 

school what h vants to do. 

IM: So he has some choi ces to. 

SC: Right; I'm c•ure he 'll have lots of ideas we b aven' t even drearne ' of. Prob

ably lots of occupation will have opened up. 

IM: Do you see the role of children having changed f rom the time you were gr w

ing up to now? Of course you have.n ' t had a c _ild very long, Eric hasn't 

got into his role yet. Do you see any 'ifferences in that r espect? 

SC: I dc1n' t know if this is how it was when I was li tt l e but t r..e only thing 

I noticed is a. few of my girlfriml · s that have babies they are out con

stantly comparing. My child can do this or my child is potty t ra-" ned al -· 

ready. I wan t. Eric to s t ay a baby, they are just babies f or not very long 

at all, I don't want to compare. him with anybody. 

IM: So they are kind of pushing t i. em to grow p. 

~c: Right; J want Eric to stay l i ttle. 

IM: Do you think j_ t has anything to do with their achievenwnt t.ecause their 
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childre.c are potty t rajned fas ter than yours? 

SC: I thi nk so; I' ve talked t my doctor about pot t y t raining, _alking and 

walking and stuff l l ke that. H• says when Eric is ready he'll l e t you 

know, l.Lttle kic s cannot contro l thei-r bladder. So he'll let me know when 

IM: So you think these other mot hers might be putting some s tress on their 

hildren? 

SC: I think c,o 

IM: The doctor seems to have some sense of t his so he ' s encouraging you t o 

let Eric go a t his own pace. 

SC: Right. 

IM: What do you do f or relaxa tion and recr eations . i s it mostly with your 

1Ksband? 

SC: Yeah; he 's got this n ew job now s c he work l onger h un: so we don ' t do 

anything during the week; we just stay home and. he goes to bed early. On 

t he weekend s we try to go on picnic s . We've gone on picnic:, the las t 

t ,m we. kends and t ake Eric. We both like t o wa ter ski. We both like to go 

for wa l ks . He r ea ly likes t o walk out in the woods , l ook at tL:irgs, so 

tha t's wha t we do a lot. 

IM: Being in Elk River t hat's easy to do. 

SC: Yeah tha t ' " mostly what we do because if you want to go to a show you have 

to drive clear t MoEcow. We go once in awhile but no t very of ten. 

IM: You have to be pr e tty sure. that the show is good eri.ough. 

Did your family do things t ogether a s you were gr owing up? Do you antic i 

pate a change in your family? 

SC: I think w1: ' 11 probably go more• all three of us. 

IM: There was a. •,d e variat ion in ages with your r others . 

SC: Johnny a.r: d I were c l ose but Jef f and I he wa s five years younger. I 

really C'.an' t reif!t:rnber to much vhen I was l ittle but I do remember 
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room and dad go i ng and I s tay ed at grandma's. 

EC: I had the kids most of t he time. 

IM: So they went off for t heir recr eation? 

Right; some people just think ; I think I' l ike the t_ree of us t 1o 

stuff together and ot leave Er ic 

Il-f: Did you feel left out? 

all t he time. 

SC: I think I was lonely for the 1 , They would only go downtown for a. few 

13 

hours but I wanted to go and s ee what t hey were doing and stuff. But I 

want to take Eric with us because what we do he m:l ght as well go, there 1 s 

no reason +c, leave him home. The nly recreation in this town is going 

to the bar and Steve doesn' t really enjoy that to much so we don't go 

down. here. We go once in a.while. They had the pool tournament , we li ked 

that; grandma babysat every ·Sunday for t hat. 

IM: Did you both participate ? 

SC: I di.cl the first few weekends and then I didn't because it was just mainly 

guys. 

IM: l>o you enj oy things with other girls now? 

SC: Yeah 

IM: Do you ever think abou t t he possibility of what would hap en if Steve 

got injured or hur t. or something? 

SC: Yes all the time . My girlfr iends hus band was 1<.i 1 led and they just had a. 

three month old baby and it rea ly scared me because Steve drives over 

that ame road every night. We think about it, we have life i n urance and 

I have !ny t raining a nd I think Er ic and I w uld be alrigh t even if he was 

injured I could go to work good enough to support us. 

IM: You have something you can. depend on . 

SC: Right 'o fall back on. 

IM: Some girls don't have that, so tha t 's. a benefi t for you. ·what do you 

t hink would happen to your relationship wit h Steve if you ever had to 
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support t he fam ily? 

SC : For him more than me, I t hink. I dor 't think I would resent having t' work 

if so ething was wrong with him. He went absolutely nuts on his lay off, 

be was laid up for a lo. g time. He rl esn't have any hobbies like grnndpa 

making baske ts, to keep busy . I think i t might hur t it, I don't think i t 

would fall apart or anything bu:.., :lt might t ake a litt le bit of adj ueoting. 

IN: Would it be ,farr,aging tc, him to have a woman supporting hLn? 

SC: Not so much as he wouldn ' t want to be s:Ltting a:r und the house taking 

care of the baby and hous ework and. ~ tu ff like that. 

IM: hat isn't what he'd rea __ ly want t do. 

SC: No, I don't th_.nk so. 

IM: Do you think it would be hard to get a job for yourself? 

SC: It was hard for me to get a job right after E:chool. Where now I have the 

exper ience at least. I st i ll think it would be har d. When I Ltrst went J 

_ook for a job they asked if I had any experience and I had my applica

tion i n every doc t or 's office from here to Pullman. I think i t would be 

hard but having a littl e experien e would be to my advantage. 

IM: Do you ever hear your mo hEr or your grandmoi'.ne..~ talk about the war. years 

or t h1~ depres sion years? 

SC : My gr and11 a, not mi norn so much . 

IM: Do you have advice fer her fr om the depression? 

~ · Save your mcney 

SC: A lot of people say that y u know i t ' s tough all over you are just going 

to have to s tart scrimping and saving and all this. I t 's hard fo r us, you 

know. We feel; well we got it we might as well spend it. 

IM: Ho-w do you f e -1 about buying on credit? 

SC: We dor.'t like that. 

IM: Did you tell her anything about t hat, about ge tting in debt? 

EC: Not really, I haven't said to mu ch t c any of theru. Unless t hey come anc1 
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ask r.1e for advice. My opini on just sometimes don't appeal to them. Yoe 

just have to find out ::or yourselves. If they fall, they fall hard and 

they can come back and say , ''mom you wa·- r ight." 

SC: My mom doesn't like to buy anyt :i.ng on credit because they went t hrough 

it, I think. 

EC: The credi s I don' believe in this here t hird party which is the finance. 

If I go buy a io tove from Sears&R ebuck I don't want them to put it on 

another finance. Let tr.em finance it through themselves. I bought a 

second hand tv, this really burned me up . I shouldn ;t say this, maybe. 

Hi: No, that' s fine. 

EC: From the Sec.ulHty ok \•te were agre. -ing at it. T bought t U .s tv for :?285.00 

which wasn't ~mrth it but we wanted a tv . We got the tv, they t ook our old 

one i~ fo r $25, we could of gotten at least a $100 butt ~y only give u~ 

$25. Col!le to find out it was over $300 or more because it went t rnugh 

som company. The first yE-.ar 1,;e were married John would say that we'd l-iave 

to have money for this and if we couldn' t pay cash for it he'd say well 

we' 11 borrow t he rucney from t he finance company. ~o I write t o Spokane to 

get maybe $100, welJ. it would t ake $150 to pay it back. I says if we ever 

get 01t of debt I wi ll never ge t anythi g with a t h :Lrd party because I 

didn 't like it . You· pay $150 for something, you have to pay maybe $25( . 

It's not doi ng yo a y good, it's j ust doing them good. 

SC: We just went and bought a new tv and;, bed. Our bed was 15 years old and 

i.t had had l t , just .~ box springs and mattress. 

EC: I found out o .e thing, if you buy one s econd hand thing, you are buying 

somebody else's troubles. 

IM: That's the reason why they got rid of it. 

EC: You bet. 

SC: Steve likeB to save up nough mo:c.ey and tha t 's getdng pretty tough to do; 

to save up enough money and live at tlw. same time. 
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IM: So you stil l rememb c::! r s ome thingt: from t he clepRiessi ~-

EC: Yem be t I do. One thing for s ,ne, I can r n ember a · depression t ime. W 

had a washing r1c:.chine which I need u l despe r a t ely, I was pr egnant with 

Norma , our middle girl and out other girl was real little and I only had 

eight dolla rs to pay on i t . One dollar was as much as a $100 is today . Do 

you know T couldn' t ven scr =p E: enough t o pay $5 on my washing machine. I 

a s ked several people i n town but n t hey wouldn't give i t to you. He 

made $36.0 a month a.nd s ometimes he didn' t: get that. I don't know 

whatever happened bu t :· think we j u ·t told t lH:•n, we would pa.y it nex t 

ruonth and n-2xt month un til we cou l d pay two o r three doJ. l ars on i t but 

they never took my washing ma chine. Bu t t '.-- a t' s the .d ,d of inc tdent we 

wer e. i n . At t ha t time you couldn't ge t even a piecP. cf brea.d and butter 

0 .1. the tabi e for your chi ldren , rea lly; we on] y had the one child and I 

can r emerr:ber whe .c:h e was b r n and we li.vec in a l:i. t tJ e shq ck anc3 we paid 

13 . 00 a mon th which a t that time i t w;;,s pret ' y hard. Ther e was a big 

f orest fire out here a nd she dic!n r t sleep very good, be:i:- fa ther ha d to 

go to Wild:. at 3 o'clock in the m r ning and she was fu s sy like m t babies 

a r e and I pu t .E•r in the bedr oom and t here were c i nders on our front porch. 

They c me to us and said if you want to live , if th.is t own burn s up 

and you want to live you all get t ogether and go up t o t he river a nd 

s tay on the river banks to save your life. She was or.,ly about three we. >ks 

old. There 's a lot of t hings I c an r emember, P.e used to ge t up at 3 lock 

i n the morning and it seE~me <l like tr ey didn't have the f a c ilities to pu t 

out a f : re like they d o now. Now they can drop stuff dmIT and that ind of 

smothers it. 

Il{ : Are you i nvolved much in commun ity activi t ies or chu.rch activities. 

SC: We go to t h . Catholic church in Bovi ll. Connunity activities is :Elk River 

Days. There. ' s only abou t four c o11ple:S that pu t ors Elk Rive r Days so 1:-~e 

r E'ally wor ked hard . 
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IM: What happens , if is it a festival day7 

SC: We have a para de and songs and dancing, motorcylc e races , a big barb e (:u 

and a breakfast in t he morn ing. It's the t hrid we k in Augus t.. 

IM: Do y ou have lots of people here? 

SC: Oh ye.-s h, we pull in a pret y big crowd . 

IM: You don't have county fair s out here? 

SC: No 

IM: Do you have any exhibits? 

SC: No 

Ilt: If you had a f r iend tha t you met in San Franc isco and she married and came 

to l i ve in Elk R "v er, what wou ld she have to learn r develop tn order t o 

live here? 

SC: I don't know. She 1robably would reaJly freak out at the wint e r s because 

t Le· lights go out and stuff. I thi nk personall y, this one frinnd of mine, 

I +·hink she'd lov e it. She keeps wanting to come out for a visit but he.r 

job keeps her there. Th e people would probahly be a lot differen t t tan 

what sh1~1 s used t . She'd havi-'.! to get nsc~d to the ba d r oads. 

TI-i: Is it hare. for a stran gE:r to come into thh, eommunity . 

SC: It dep ends on the per son. If they act fr i endly and s tuff. I think Elk Rive r 

i.s really a warm t wn. 

IM: She'd have to find things to do by herself. Things t o do alone . 

SC: Right. 

Some p e ople from t he citiEis h2.ven' t developed that.. 

SC: Lib~ t his one f r iend she etr..broider and stuff, I think s he 'd like it , 

_N: You have to have something to do for yourself. 

SC: Right. Like a l ot of us we play car' s all the time. 

IM: Yon can't run ou t and go t o t he movie s for some o t. E·r recr eation. 

SC: Y u can't go out to dinner or go bowling. 

IM: You have to ll~a.rn to liv e withou t that. 
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IM : Do you. ta.ke any ma ga zines or newspapers ? 

SC: We take t he Sunda y School maga zine. 

IM: Do you buy magainze? 

SC: I som tim es buy the CosmcipolHan but no t regula r ... y . 

IM: llo you watch TV? 

SC: Ye s ; I like Rhoda, I like Medical Ce nter and Dr . We,lby. I v~t ch the soap 

operas a l ot. By the t i me we have supper ovr=r with and Er ic's ba'-h , I 

don' t watch to mu ch tv at nig':it, mainly during t he clay. 

IM: Do you and you r hu sband ma ke decisior..s togehte r ? 

SC: We do n.ake decis i.or.s together. We t alk i t over a lot before we make a 

ma j or decision. 

IM: How .=-.bout spend ing the mo· i.ey ? 

18 

SC: I fay the bill i:i a.nd stuff ; we talk it over but I do mcst of i t .. If we have 

twenty dollars I make t ne decision so he doesn 't have to. 

IM: He trusts you t hen. 

SC: Righ t . 

IM: Is there anything that he decides and you wish you had more i f luenc.e with 

him? 

SC: .L just tell r..im; we ge along pr -t.ty good as f a r as dec i s ion making goes. 

I never go out and buy any tl·iing without him wi ·h me. 

IM: Who d ecided tha t you were going to liv e here in El k River? 

SC: It was his job; we bo ·h like it here, that wasn't the on ly reas01. \,e 

stayed he r e. 

IM: Wi:rnt differenl'.es do yo see between yourself and the girls that di d 't go 

away to school? 

SC: Narrowminded. J don't know; like they t alk about tlu~. city but t hey don' t 

know really what it's l ike. If I say something, they don't know. They 

don't know how har d it is to c.r a.n: a year' s work into f our months. That's 

thE:-'. main thing, they th ink they kn ow it all about going away . 
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Il1 : Do they s e e it as some t h ing des irable? 

SC: They th:i_nk it would be a bunch of f un going ar..ray from EH: B iver. 

Il-1: So you experienced tha t it was not that gla1110rous. 

SC: Right bu t I hat to say, open your e yes it isn't all that great. I don't 

want to ciscoura ge them. 
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Il·1 : Are th£:y saying they would like t o live in the city a d get away fron Elk 

River ? 

SC: Yes a lot of them but yet they stay. 

I thi nk if one of us decided we wanted t o get awa y one of us c ould finrl 

a good enou .;h job to get u s out of h er1~ if we wanted to that bad. 

IM: That takes car e of mos t of the ques ticns I hav,2: to ask you, would you 

lH.e to add a nything else? Have you ever wished you wer e not a girl? 

SC: I like b1;! ing a gir l; I'd rather be treated like I am n ow . I see go t,d 

things i n women's l i b but I like being a housewife and taking are of Eric , 

I t hink I'd miss a lot if J had to work . I'd pro ably go t o work wherl I 

h:::ive bot! my kids and they are in school and they won't n eed me so much. 

I like b e ing like I mn. 

IM: You are pleai=:e d. , with your situation ow? 

SC: Yes 

IM: Anything else yet: can ad abou t Elk R:Lver? 

SC: I can't thin \. of anything right now. 

IM: I thir.k ue've cov e :ced quite a hit. 

(End of interview on tape 17 s. ide 1) 
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