
This is an interview with Emma Cook i n Elk River on ,Tune 5, 1975. The inter-· 
viewer i s Isabel Mil l er. 

IM: Your full nari1e? 

EC: Emma Christine Cook. Do you want my waiden name. ? 

IM: What was it? 

EC ~ Fromm 

IM: Do you have a nickname? 

EC: No ne.ve.r have. 

IM: And your box number i.s ? 

EC: 172 

IH: Your date of birtb? 

EC: 1906 , Septembe r 13. 

IM: Where. were you born? 

EC: I was born i n Warden, Washington in sagebrush country . 

IM: Did you come directly to Elk River? 

EC : My folks l ived in Fa n ni ngton, then he went t o school i n Pullman . 

D1: When did you fir s t come to Idaho? 

EC: 1930 

IM: Were you married t hen? 

EC: Yes 

IM : Why don 't you start back and te..11 me from the tim e, you were born. , where 

you moved to. 

EC: Then my f olks moved to Farmington and went to scho 1 there and t hen I wen t 

to Lancas ter, Wash. where my dad was mail arrier. Mom got the mai l from 

the people a t the post office and my dad took it ou t on the r oute then. 

I t ook care of the kids be ause therE! was eight of us. 

IM: Were you the ldest? 

EC: I was the ol d est s I took care of t he kid s and we lived t here f or a l ong 

time and when .. turned 17 we got married at Colfax and then we moved from 

Lancaster t o Deer Park, Wash. We wa s there thrt: e or four months, J ohn was 

making posts. We lived ou t i n the timbt~r. We j us t had the li tle girl , she 
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was abo t 2½ and then we left Dee r Park, was gonna get a job and ~e W,':\nt 

to B I daho and John was goin 0 to the mines and he ha , t.c have 

$13 . 00 for hous e rent and he. had to have I don't know how much money for 

a hat and a flashlight and we had $2.00 to our name. He say s, "well I ' ve 

got to ge _ this job . '' I said, ''you can't ge t a job without going i n side 

the earth, there 's just .o sense in U v ing." We went to Spokane and he 

got a job at M eba Hill A woman was c. ooking f or three men> which would be 

my husband and t wo other people, th:ts was in 1930. He went t o Moeba Hill 

and we d id all that, I think for a bout 8 or 9 mo·nths. Ou!' little girl was 

about three when we c.ame to Elk River, J ohn got a j ob here. He wa. only 

22 years old when he come here. When J o n was work ing for the Potlatch 

he worked qu i te a few y c~.".l.rs with Potlatch and during the depress ion when 

Norma June w.s.s born . If there were j obs men had work, half t he time 

ther e were no jobs. As a r umor, there 's always a will, thP.n~ 's alway., a 

way. Times got a litt l e bit better and then a Jittle later on he wen t to 

work fer Diamond Match and he worked s everal years for that. Him and I 

wanted to tear the old back porch off and by s rc:tch we bui.Lt it all by 

urselves, 12x24. :rt bad a nice bedroom and a. dining r oom. In the me~an­

time ~- was canning, did all t hat canni.!l.g and was helping and we did it 

al yourselves. He was taking care of his gard n and we j ust barely got 

it built and the camp shut down and I think that must of been in the late 

50' s, I think. AE: time went on John go t some m2i tenance f or the city 

or about five or six years until he got a str ke then he ha d to quit. 

Eut he was pa.st retirement age. He was in h i s ?O's when h e quit then. 

Then I got H job out l ere at the fir e patroJ, I worked ou t there for 

,about four years . 

Il·1: w'hat kind of work d :ld you do? 

EC : I worked i n the kitchen with the g i rls. Like i.f the gir l s were at the 

stove making breakf~st I was h l ping peel. potatoe,, and getting VE"!getabl s 
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all ready and thi ngs like tiat and I was r eally t he salad girl., t hat !s 

who I was. A lot of different things I helped t hem . My transportat i on was 

so bad, later on _ couldn't work there because I had no way of going in an 

no way of goir..g out. It was funny 1 rent out her,2: ; I think we had brea k-

fast early . I had to cone in abo 1: seven or e i ght and then we had t c go 

back f o-r inner and t hen go bacl: again fo r supper so that was six t rips 

t hat _ had to fight for and a t that time J didn't .ave no way of going. 

Part of the timP. I walked and that's a l ong ways t o walk when you get up 

so early. At that ti~e they didn' t have things so convenient like they 

have now . We had lots of f ires and it would get t o ot and we 'd make abou t: 

two or three hundred sandwi hes but I loved making sandwiches . This would 

be for the f · refight E!rs from al l over. I' 11 never for get the times they 

tool i t in the plane and when they dropped it do\•m j t went in the river 

and lost everything. I wish now I would have made a diary from the t i me 

I started to work because t her e was a lot of things that went on that I 

coul, .ve said t ha t I may n t have forgotten. I worl< ed with tw nice gals 

one is pass d away now and I think t he other one may go back this summer. 

Who she 's going to get to hel ., I don' t know. I could've worked there 

longer if I had the transportation. They was a lways telling me to ge t a. 

bicycle bu t that was out of the question, I never rode a bicycle i n roy 

life , I wasn't about to s tar t: now. 

IM: Would you drive if you had a car ? 

EC: I used to dr ive all t he time but n~y husband had a stroke and we ha ... 
L-

get rid of our car b cause I couldn 't tr s t him with it and he couldn't 

trus t h imself. I always said that it was to bad tha t we didn 't keep our 

car ) then I w ld· have t ransporta t ion. I thinl . if we ho. 1 a car I would've 

taken up driving. 3ut that ' . all in the past now. I rea.lly did enjoy 
y 

worldng out ther e with t he eirls, it was early in t e morning and late 

a. t night but :Lt was som t hing I could look for ward to. I'd come home, 
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IM: 

EC: 

at eight o'clock in t he morning and I'd be t hrough o t there tor t he 

morning and come i n and do my work in her and h lf thf, time they would 

be leeping, maybe the aver age would be getti ne up at eight clock and 

I already had my work done so it was nice. I t horoughly e.njoyed. it. ( 
--.......:. 

What time would you get up to go out thl~r e? 

It all depended but most of t he time I'd get up a¼ f:f.ve and so:u , times I 

get up at fou because I hAd to be out there. They had dif f •1rent shittS 

that they had to ge t going and sometimes it was f iref ighters and stuff 

and it seemed like we had an awful lot of fighters for some reason whe1,. 

4 

I was working. Now t hey've got everything rruch more handier in t he kitchen. 

Like seating tables and different things and at that time they di dn't have 

much of anyt hing to ·work with. 

Hf : You had to cook it r i ght there a d then ge t :Lt to their table? 

EC : We had this fire schoo] and the:re would be hundreds f boys and thy 

would be a t least five deep, a long string of them an • it was cold and 

rai y and they couldn't go :ln the kitchen they had t o go outsid e or in 

their cabins or s ometh ' ng because there was t o many of them But I en·· 

joyed it, I eot to see a. lot of different pla es from all over. I don't 

know if it even .,till going on like t hey used to have. 

IM: Eow l ong ago was this when you quit? 

EC: It was i.n the late 60' s I thin.· ._ guess they have al l my records <lo~'II. 

there , you know. 

IM: So they must of really ate big mea ls. 

-

EC: Yes we fed t hem good. They don't cook it like t hey used t . We had even 

a butch,~r shop. They had a cert, in man taki ng care of • 11 the butc::;.ering 

anything that hey wan t ed, there wasn't nothi g that they wanted that 

they couldn't have , I really enj oyed it. 

IM : And they s tarted :'"rom scratch then on everything, t.he fres1ly killed. 

E : They' d get it in but we'd have f .esh chicken and stuf f. We always got 
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IM ; 

EC: 

a half a beef 0r half a pig r somethin g like that a,nd the. h e ld cµt it ~lf . 

I ima gine they .1se a lot of f r ozen stuf1: now. 

WE-11 now I presume t hey o, yeah because they don't have t hat fell w out 

there anymore cu t. ting up. I t 's just d:i.fferent. They've a ;:;ked me to com 

out but ma ybe one of these days I 'll walk up. I t will be kind of i n t erest­

i ng. 

IM: Yes I would thin_'{_ so. Now wher e did you first come w 1en you came to Idaho ? 

EC: We came to Neva Hill; it's befween Elk River and B<vill about 12 or 13 

mil e s out. They u. sed to have a schoolhouse there and a depo t . We came i.n to 

Elk River in 1930 . We went to Neva Hill i n .930 in May and then we come 

into El k River I guess that f a l l. 

IM: How did you travel? 

EC: We had an old Maxwell car . The cutes t thing wa s when we Wl>.r e coming int 

Neva H,;11. to get thif; job from Spokane and we had jus t Xaxwel 1. and we had 

a l i t t le trunk in the back , we got l os t and we st rxpped the ca r and we go' 

out and we t ook all the bedding out and put i t tJnder a t r e . He says, "ok 

you and t he baby come out now , I 've got the bed all made," and I sa id, "I'm 

not going t o go out t her e with my baby , the bears will get us." He said, 

"C 'man you are so t •:.red," I says , "no" a.nd I wouldn' t get out of t hat car 

for money. He just rolled it all up s t uck it in t he car and w· c~n I woke 

up I was really tired, I h;:id a husband on one shoul der and a baby in my 

a r ms and I wa s all cramp <l but WE! made it ok; when we drove i nto Elk River 

but we were lost an.cl that was out by Deary , the other !side of Deary, 

and when we come here John got a job here and we' ve been here ever since. 

IM: So you came with your husband and baby daughter? 

EC: Yes she 1.ra.s about three then, 

I'·1: i-."hat was your mother 's maiden name? 

EC: Her name was Christine Dormier. 

Il1: Do you kn ow when she ,-:•as born? 
'-"" 
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EC: She's twenty years older than I am so that would be . ...•... . • 

IM: Is she still living ? 

EC: K, she passed a.way about four or five years ag • 

IM: So she was born in 1886, that would've been twenty years ago from you. 

EC: I know she was 20 years old when I was born 

n~: Do you know where she was born? 

EC: In Sou-~h Dakofa. 

IN: Did she ever have a.n occupation or a job? 

6 

EC: The only job I know was she took the mail from the depot to the pos t office 

every day and then from the post off ice down to the depo t to go on to the 

train besides taking care of the eight chi ldren. 

EC: Ny dad was a rural mail carrier, this was her j ob. She bad one of t hese 

little wagon things that she us ed to ta.k.e) it wasn't t o far away . 

IM: How old were y u when yo l.A were old enough to take ca.re of these eight 

sist ers and br others? 

EC : Oh dear I wa s 10 or 11 yea.r s old. At that time I cculd do more than t he 

girls could now at 16 or 17. I had r~ore responsib lity. I even had to 

cook, she told me what to do. 

1M: How long would she be gone? 

EC: Oh an hour or maybe a half hour. She wouldn't be gone to long and they 

1:-mre pretty good kids and that wa s only once a day she ws.s gone like that. 

She never left us with ver T much. I did t he boys work because my dad, 

I had two brothers and I was the oldest . My dad was a mail ca n :· ier and 

he had to have. hay for his horses s often in the summert j_me I'd hav,2 

t o go out a:1.d help him cut the hay, raise th€: hay put it on t he rack 

and bring it :i.n and put :i.t i.n the barn. . He had t: have fe.ed fo r t he horves , 

for some reason I wa.fJ the only one that was availabl t o do it bec.ause 

the boys were too small and I'd come i n and help mom. We went t o bed early 

and got up early and we just didn' t have the things like they do now. 
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Many t imes I'd be c:.1 u. t there r a ising ha y and stacking hay and it would be 

t he 4th of July , I didn' t get to do the things 1:i.ke these kids do now. 

K.ids would ome by and say, "come o Emma lets ' go to St. .John's, then !' s 

a big doings there but I couldn't go bec,:iuse I had t o help my f olks. For 

a l ong time I kircd of he d that again.s t my folks but now I understand t hat 

they had to have me -o help thern.. I supposE. dad could of got someone else 

bu the money question. 

IN: It wouJ.d've been m ney out. 

EG: He knew that I could <lo it or he' d. teach me how to do it and so tha t. ' s one / 

of the t hings I did. Nowaday kids don 't do that, e.special.~y girls. It 

cl. :_d.n' t hurt me. I can understand why money wise and st•1+ f why I had to 

do it, yon j ust kind of res ent it , I guess. 

IN: You must of wanted t o go. 

EC: Oh I wanted to go so bad l y with the boys and gir ls, the scho 1 kids. I 

';-:as thirteen s fourt ,=.en years old and I couldn 't go. I d.5-dn.'t get t o d.o 

any of t ha t stuff. Hy dad was old fashioned he was you do your w r k and 

if you don't have. t ime to go anywhere you just don' t have the t i me and 

if i t 's to la t e~, you just don 't go, and that was i t. 

IM: What year did your mother die? 

EC: I t hi nk it was '69; just before Xm~s . 

IM: Do you kn.ow wha t year they were married ? 

EC: I thi nk 1905. 

IN: What was your fath er' s name? 

EC : Henry Fromm 

IM: Is tha.t German? 

EC: Yes ver) Tiuch so. 

IH: Do you know the-- date of his bir t h? 

EC: He' s six years older than my mother, that's the only way I can t ell / "-- · 

IH: So that wo ld've been 1880. 
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IM: Do you know whe.re he was born? 

EC: I th-~n.k it was Russ ia, I'm no t sure, but 1 t hink sc , I'm just guessing. 

He co.me to t his country when he wa.s about six months old with his family. 

IM: So he really was an immigrant. 

EC: Well at t hat time I guess when your folks came over and t hey got il c j_tizen 

before you w r e a .six yeHrs old, you were a citizen. That:' s the way it 

was, you Sl:-. e he was an american c i tizen because he got a government job. 

IM: I t hink you ar e right-

He was a mail ca.rrier> d id he do anything else? 

EC: Always f1 mail carrier. 

IM: What year did r.e die? 

EC ; He's been dead for quite awhile ; I'm gonna .say '62, I'm not for sur e. 

IM: You had seven brothers and sisters? 

EC: I had two brothers and five sisters. 

IM: Could you give me their first name? 

EC: My s is ter nex_ t o me is Adeli ne Porter , Ray my brother, he' passed away 

and then there's Benny, he's in Florida. Then I got twin sisters, Clara 

and Elsie and Thelma Morash and she lives in Sa ramento and Julie Ander­

son in Walla Walla. My twin sisters, Clara is in Clark tton and Elsie is 

in Spokane. 

IM: What are t heir last names? 

EC: E~.sie Gray ar.d Clara Weeks. 

IM: Your husband's name? 

EC: John Cook 

IM: When was he born? 

EC: 1892 

IM : Where was he born? 

EC: Austria 

IH:. How old was he when he came to thi s country? 
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EC: Aboc t 19 year s old. 

IM: He 's held qui te a number of differ ent jobs. 

EC: He had j oc s before he even came here. He was a powder monkey and j st all 

ki nds of different jobs . He worked on the road s , made new :roc1.ds and 

l ogging. 

IM : I t hink I remember you t elling me hat he dam"l.ged his hearing by the 

clynam.:. t e . 

EC: Yes he did and it makes nois e i n his ears , he can't hear very good. 

IM: Where were you married? 

9 

EC: Colfax , Wash. in 1923 Chris t mas Eve. We had our 50th anniversar y in 1972 

and it was beautiful c<L d everybody 1Jas so nice . We had our vows agair:., it 

was so bE·autiful . That's some thing I don't know about the Ca t holic pe ple. 

IM: I would think t hat different rules would app]y if you wFr e j ust repeating 

your vows. 

That ,vas really n i ce for you . 

EC: Oh yes, they had music all kinds of good people . My sister even came f r om 

Sacrarn1~nto, Calif . and from Walla Walla and all over . It was r eally nice . 

IM: So you have three daughters. 

EC: Norma June. 

IM: She was bo:cn i n Elk River ? 

EC: Shf:: was born right here; ::ihe was the middle one. 

IM: What was t he date ? 

EC: Jeannine was born in 1925, Norma June w,1s in 1931 and Marilyn wa s born in 

191+ 0. Jeannine Southwor th, she lives in Spokane. 

IM: Does she work? 

EC: She used to work a t this pla e where they sent ou t papers, ma:!.ling house 

She hasn ' t worked fo r awhile, she's just .E. housewife. 

IM: The t hird one? 

EC·: Marilyn Boles; she was born i n Endicott, Wc.shingt in 
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]}1: Where was Jeannie bor n? 

EC: She wa s born i Lancaster , Wash. They were all born at home. 

IM: Did you have a midwife or a doc t or? 

EC : We had doctors that came right to our house . 

Ilf : Does Mar i lyn have a n oceupation ? 

EC: Yes , she's in Troy , Idaho arid she's wha t you call a postman , she works i n 

the post of fice . Every Saturday she works in the post office and any ther 

time when one of t hem leaves she fills :Ln. And on Sa r day she locks the 

pos t offic,~ at 11: 30. I 11'1 kind of proud of her to t hink sh1?. took this c:ivil 

service job she h a d to take. an examination. She s a i d there wa , forty of 

t hem and sh . Lappened t o be the one t hat got t hat job. I'm pleased and proud. 

m:· Did you go t o high sch ol? 

EC: went to the eighth gra. .e . 

IM: Did you ever h l d a job bef re you were married? 

EC: I worked in a store once in awhile for about f our or five months cl erking 

i n a store. 

IM~ Since then lately you have been a cook. 

EC: Ye s, taki1 g care of my husband; I crochet all he time. 

I M: I think. your <laugh er told me you made a l ot of clothes , sewin0 • 

EC: I love t o do it; and quilts, I 'm just c~ca.zy about making quil t s. I went 

t o Spokane and I made t w t here f or J eannie. I bet you I've made sev n 

quilts i n the last s ix months . row I got one s tarted £or our younger <laugh·-

ter. 

IM: Are these pi.ec.eid quil ts ? 

EC: Yes, I'll have to show them .:o you after awhile. I eally enjoy j_ t and t hen 

I 'm making flower ::1 out of beads. 

IM: You made all of these? 

EC : Yes I wished I lived somewhere wh ere I could j ust go and ge. t the stuff be­

caus I love to make. pretty t hings. 
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IM: But you do need the supplies? 

EC~ ':(es and you can' t bt.iy it do¥rn h.ere and Moscow doesn. ' t have t o rnuch of a 

variety. 

IM: I sn't there s ome mail or der housi g? 

EC: Maybe but I just like to 60 to town and pick it up and come ho:ne to make 

it . In Spokan.e we just tJent to town a11d I bought all that sttLff and Je.a.nnie· 

did t oo and we come home and put it al_ together a,1d its' fun. to make 

pr e tty things. One time we got some different hings and we made li t tle 

East r rabbits out of them; j st every t hing we coul d find and maybe little 

baskets ,i,n.d put f ,E'.athers in i t . T really enj oy making ·1,d th beads. I'm not 

t o good wi t h i t but I'd like to learn more about it. At xmas time I made 

Hr. and Hr s. Santa C_.aus from ·-he soap containers. 

IH : There's nll kinds of t hings like t hat you could do • 

. C '. It's hard to get any1-hing like that in Elk Ri ver. They c:an' t carry ' 11 

that s tuff because they don' t have enough peopl . wanting t he stuff we 

need. If I want somet i ng maybe s omebody else would want it and t he 

biggers stores would have it. 

IM : If there 's more people to buy . Are there ny other jobs you've held besides 

cooking i n a lumber camp? 

EC: No that's about all I could handle. 

IM: Have you ever gotten any awards or ribbons? 

EC: No ; somebody said if I sold what I make what would I charge and I don't 

know, I've never made a thin~ in my life and sold it where my husband 

makes bas .ets and he s e lls them . I think it' s because when I make some-

thing or it's a birthday coming up or if someone sa ys "that' s beaut if 1': 

then I just give it to them. Whereas I suppose if I lived out in the bigge(" 

ci ty where t her e was more demand, I could se \1 stuff. 

IM: Maybe when your husband goes to t. ings like the Renais sance Fair, you 

should take somE. of your quilts along. 
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EC: I thought of t hat. 

IM: You could demonstrate how you do it. 

EC : You know what makes i t bad; i f you had a car of your own where you could 

just take your stuff; but you have t o bother somebody else and you hate 

to leave it i n their car and ther e 's your t r owback of not having a car of 

your own . We wish we could se\ l our house; well I wouldn 't even mind Tr oy 

because you could get out onc e i n awhile to Moscow or to Lewiston and I 

think we're so i s olated and I don't think there' s so much snow there e i her . 

But my husbo.111d is not allowed to do any shoveling and I don't care nothing 

about shoveling because I don't have the health like I used to have either. 

I like snow but I don 1 t like all the snow tha t I have to shovel. I do love 

my home and th'!-re are lots of advantages and disadvantages of living in 

Elk River . The younger generat i on, they got their car and they got their 

own thing and they do wha t they want to , where they; when you get older 

you can't do the things you'd like to do. I like to be independent; I 

always have been an that makes it tough. 

IH : Are you a member of a club? 

EC: I belong to t hat birthday club, I belonged for quite awhile. I used to 

belong to Rebekah, I j ust now r esigned and I wish I' d of never done it. 

The only reason I did was because they took our Rebekah Lodge out of here 

and took it to Deary and as I said before there's no way of going down un­

less you bum a r i de. I could j oin anyti me I wallted to if I wan ted to go 

back again; until we do find a place t o live I can a lways reinstate. I 

belonged to the lodge since 1948 ; that's a long time. Thjs birthday club 

is the only thing I belong . There was a grandma club but it f izzled out. 

IM: Do you hel p with the community church? 

EC : No; we go to church once in awhile but t hey never ask us for anyt ing but 

I woul d like to help if they needed i t. I helped in the summertime for two 

weeks wi th the child r en in Bible School , I have helped with tha t which was 
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nice. I didn't thi s year or l ast year ei t her. It's a problem s ometimes ; 

t hey get di f f erent ones I presume t o work with. 

IM: Like other places they are always hunting for people to do this. 

Ok t ha t takes c r e of the dat a and I've got a lot of other stuf f at t h€.-· 

same time. I!ll go through these questions and some of them you have a lready 

answered. You talked about the disadvantages and advantages of liv ing in a 

rural area and how it was hard to ge t out because you were isolated. 

EC : It really is, as I said before, my husband was real sick one night and you 

know he was all by himsel f, of cours e , thank God for the phon e but I was 

just thi. ki ng if a person lived close by you could call up the doc t or and 

he'd come to your house or you could go to the hospi tal. So far, thank God, 

with all prayers ~nd stuff, whenever you need him to help you, t here's al­

ways a will, there' s a way. He was real sick here not too long ago . I t 

seemed like he'd get these dizzy spells which he kind of scares me which 

I knm.; he don !t feel good but othenvi5.e I do love i t here, i.t's cool. 

IM: It certai nly is pleasant today . 

EC: It' s not noisy but in other ways; our daughter lives in Spokane in the 

valley and we'd like t o live there but we wan t ed a trailer with about three 

ac r es but for some reason t hey don' t allow nice trailers -here. 

IM: hey've mad e a regulat i on. 

EC: Evidently; I like to j st get one of those trailers that looks just like 

a hous e and I tho ght well maybe someday I 'd go and talk to those guys. 

IM: So you've then spent s ome time i n Spokane. 

EC: Yes jus t t o get away f rom Elk Ri ver for awhile. It's j us t nice t o get away 

and i t's nice to come home , too. 

IM: D,c:J your family do anything for r ecreation? 

EC: The only thing t hey did for us was get up i n the morning; no, no recreation . 

When I t hi nk of the kids now, they've got so many nice t h ings to do but my 

fo lks didn't do anything t o make it pleasant for us childp. n ; all they 
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thought was work.. I presume t 1at' s what t hey grew up with, was work. 

I swore if I had fif ty kids t hey wouldn t do the sa.me things I had to do. 

If my girls wanted to go to a dance at 12 years old I went wi t h them an.d 

we had a good t ime but my folks wouldn't let us go to the dances, t hey 

wouldn' t let us take an,_. With my girls I say if they want to have a 

bunch in and make ice cream I wouldn' t care. They could have the kitchen 

and they made a mess ar,d thats home and they · .ad all their family there. 

When I 'd sit at h me they wouldn't le t us do that. They just didn 't be·­

lieve in it. You were just mad to be honored for your work and that wa s it. 

I had a. different viewpoint for my children. They a ll three graduated, 

which I'm s o proud of. I t hink we did a real gooc job raising our chil ren. 

IM: Your husband spent t ime ·away, didn't he? 

EC: Yes, when our last girl was bor. i n Endicott we bro .gl t her home she was 

thr ee weeks old, I think. This hou. e when he bo ight it, i t was nothing 

and I can remember we had a bed there in the front r oom and the other 

two girls were af raid to sleep alone because their daddy wasn 't home, 

it was just me with an a i r t ight stove and I was chopping wood once a 

week and when you chopped woocL it don 't last a whole week , I I d have to 

chop my m,m wood and take care of t he baby and get the children off to 

school and i t was a hard life to do all tha t stuff and then raise your 

kids. He'd get home Sa turday night and l eave Sunday afterno on . 

IM: That wasn' f very l ong at home. 

EC: No , it wasn't; he 'd be home just long enough to split some wood and do 

some things that he'd have to have done and I' d do his laundry and stuff 

and he a lways had a. bunch of guys go back wi th him in the pickup . It 

was hard for both of us . 

IM: Hm,1 many years did this go on? 

EC: Up t i l it closEid up, I just don't remember when the camps closed up. It 

must of been the late 60's. 
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IM : Quite a while, over 30 years. 

EC: Yes all of tl at. 

IM: And that was mostly what ll'_en did in Elk River then and you wer.e mostly 

just women and children here. 

EC: Right. When they had that big fjre here men were ou t there all the time 

and ·women were here just by t hemselves. Each fami ly had to take care of 

their own family. 

IM: How long was your courtship? 
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EC: I went with him when I was thirteen years old and got marr ied when I WcJS 

seventeen. 

IM: Four years. 

EC: I was just t o young to get marrie · . Off an<l on I didn't go with h~n con­

stan t ly but I was in school al.Cl we had activities. I didn't get to the things 

like he girls do now. Now these kids cou} d go to a soda fountain or some -· 

thing like that but we didn't have a soda foun tain. I'd just go to some 

girls house or to t he store. I can remembe.r going, t o the show and my 

mother. wouldn' t let me go by my.self so she would gn with me. I was only 

abou t fourteen years old. Outside of that there wasn't much of anything. 

Of course she l i ked the shews, too. 

IM: What was expected, did they get i ,ou through the eighth grade and that was 

it? 

EC: I thi nk what my clad was wor-r ied abou t was me staying home and working. 

He thought that was enough, why go to schoo1, you're jnst going to get 

married ·anyway, you don' t need that •~due a tion, he didn't believe i n ed ·­

cation ; although he went to the Univ. in Pullman. But that's a man, see. 

These german people, t 1 ey think just the men need the education . A wo­

man doesn't need the education if she' s going to raise a fami ly. 

IM: I s t at true fo r your other brothers and sista:rn? 
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EC: There was eight of us and I think there was four or fiye us that grad ated. 

I was one tha t only went to t he eighth grade. None of my brothers gradna -

ed. They went to the eighth or ninth grade themselves. 

IM: Your f ather di.dr, ' t think i t was impor tant tha t they have an educati n? 

EC: No because my younger bro cher; I don' t r emembe r t c much abo t my older 

brother because he wa.s gone most of the time. My younge i:· hrother a.~ thir­

tee J he was drh·ing a bedde r box and t hat's four horses or more and he took 

a man' s job. When daddy expected it of us we expec t ed it of ours~lves. 

We had to do it a d he made his own money . I can r emember I was ...:bout 13 

and I had to go to work for this lady, she had a baby and I took care of 

t h e baby and did all the dishes and I separated the milk: wa.shed t •"' sep-

arate and I think I got $1. -o a week and !IlY dad took t he money , T never .l 

5€e. 
did ~ the money and tha t s the kind of stuff t hat they believed in . 

vn1y should you get the money, you get all your food at home. Nowadays 

childre have to have their own money. I myself, I like to have my own 

money . I like to t~ay, well I bought it f r you but my dad taught us, you 

don't need the money, you've got all your eat s , clothes, ~lf'.e.p, what e lse 

do you want. So t l.at's the kine of belief that he had . So there is a big 

dif f erence 

IM: D you remember what you had in mind when you were getti· g tnarried? 

Was it to escape from home? 

EC: You bet I did, a mjllion t imes I woul 'e left a d run away a lthough I 

don't know where I would've runt ut I even told my folks I was going to 

run a •Ja.y . They said I better not. I wish now I woul d've had t he guts like 

I have today becaus • I would've run away. I swore if I ever got married 

and ha.cl any children if they Sc.id they wanted a dollar I'd want ~o know 

what's it for and if it' s t40mething that they wanted I was go ing to give 

it to them . I belfeve, each inviv:i.dual should have th-c. jr own say and they 

should have it but I don't say , "you don't need it" I don't believe in 
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in that. 

IM: There are other ::1eeds rathe r than the basic needs. 

EC: Yes I be lieve that. 

IM: Were you pleaf: e,d after you were married? 

EC: Y s I had more freedom then. There were a lot of things I got when I waB 

1!'.arried that I nevE•r had when I •:-,1as at home a d I was r _.a ly happy . .John 

is a lot older than I am and I!m not a bit sorry I got married. I don't 

agree with some of t he things that he do e s but mayb there's some thingfl 

t hat I do tha t he don' t agree with . Re lets me do more or l s s what I. 

want to do. I:: I want to do it then I must know what I'm talki ng about. 

l"aybe I'm right some times, but maybe I'm wrong . lilo, I'm not a bit 

sorry . I alw~ys T,,,anted to get married and have be.hi.es mys e l f , I wanted 

a family. 

IM: Your bab:i.es were pr etty well separated, did it just happen t ri a t ..;,ay? 

EC: Evidently because when we had Je.a nie, we was married ti·m years, John 

was th re, he was at home and he so..,i.d ther e ,;wuld be n o more children 

and so I said, "well okay," 

IM: They thought this Wets kind of a hard thing for a woman to have to do. 

EC: I could just see him, he had b i g tears st~eaming d ,,n his fa e but anywa y 

after she came and everything was so beautiful, we j ust loved her , and 

then we came her e a.nd Norma was born a nd. he just c ouldn't hardly believe 

it when we gut her oh t hat was great but he.· wa.sn' t to happy over p et ty 

little Marilyn, but oh she was a joy. But each one of mine was; it might 

be. nice. to have them al toge ther, they are nice to have them that way, 

too becaus e each one of t hem have their own way of coming i nto the wo,ld 

each one c.ould take care of the other one . Jeannie was about l,~ years old 

when I had Marilyn and I knew that I was and I was so; I wasn. ' t e.mbarr a s ed 

but we just didn't duscuss i t because tI:e other two were in schoo l and 

then here she came along, my little blond girl , she's really something. 
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EC : But we enjoyed all three of them. 

IM: This is kind of a private question and you don't ha e to answer if you don ' t 

want to, how would yo have l imited your bir ths in those days? 

EC: I would like to ho.Je more; evidently he di dn't wan t any more. I wc:1.nted two 

girls and two boys. Of course we got t he thre. e. girls but T. wa.nted a f amily. 

I didn 't want ei ght of then l ike my mot ier did beca.use I didn 't know whe·­

ther he c,uld provide . There wasn't to much l ove in our home except that 

we had a lot of ove amongs t us kids, we didn't f i gh t like most of the 

kids do nowaday s. If one got in trouble we n,~ver rat on t Le other one . 

If one g t i n troubl ~ we were a l.l i n the same sack, wh:!. h was beautiful. 

IM: You held together aga i nst the a.dults. 

EC: Y .s, we knew that dad wa s very stric t. Someone would say "well where ' s 

Evelyn? " Well she, ' s out here. playing and maybe shC! 'd be at the neighbors 

and there she wasn' t supposed to . e there. The other kids would go get her 

and efore anybody knew ~hey had been gone she was there . Each one of us 

took ca:re of one ano the.r. That's one of the beauty thlngs I can t lri.r, k of 

my childhood lif e., was all t.his sticking together. 

IM: When your children were small, what kind of medical facilities did you 

have i n Elk River? 

EC: I guess ·we were lucky here beca.use our doct. ·rs were in Deary and Tr oy. 

IM: There was a t :i.w.e earlier when they had a hospi t al here wa.sn 't there ? 

EC: Yes t her e was a doc tor here and the ho . pital up on the hill. And Norma 

wa.s supposed to be born I think a week before he left, he took off to 

get a car in M j ehigan and -here was a. doctor in Bnlv ille. H J.ville came. 

i nto Elk River. I knew she was c ming; I wen t t o then i ghbors, t hey had 

a phone and they .Dlled t he elector in 3o1ville and he came i n and we were 

new and no t very many people knew us but t hey knew the people that we 

called and we give them their name and every thing. I had rry baby a t home. 

I have to tell you about J ohn, this was really cu te . He was a.t camp and 
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I did!l. ' t know whetl:.er to call .John or call the doc tor . As the time went 

on 1 thought, Now I ' ve got t o make a decision be cause these, pains ar e 

telling lll E! tiha t to do . So I said to Mrs. I don ' t know whe. tJ, e r 
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to call John or t he Doctor. She said to call the doc t or so I called the 

doc t or and I cal Jed John too , That t ime they big fires out t .ere, too. 

Th is guy that was supposed to bring him in on a scooter We s out all n i ght 

and he d i dn't have the guts to ask him to br i ng him in s o he ran a ll the 

way, I think it was about 15 or 20 miles but he ran a.11 the way and be 

came in c:i.nd I was s o surprised t o see hire. Well he went into the kitchen 

and the doctor had some stuff in the sink, he dunked this st tff out and 

was going t o wash his hands and I gues s it was some of this s olution that 

the doctor put i n t here but i was so c ute because he didn't want to com€, 

i n r,.-here w«:: wer e until he J-,ad his hands washed . The doctors says, "y ou 're 

i n there dumping out all my s tuff." I thought t bat was kind of cute of 

him . The bal:y was here by t he time h e got there. And Marilyn she was born 

in the ho se too at E __ dicott. Ent the doctor was only a cross t l..e creek 

there. Endicott "-as only about 13 m:~les from wher e my folk s J ived in Lan-· 

caster and Lancas '-er is just a wide spot i n the road. Do you know where 

Col.f c1 }~ is, do you know where Lancaster is. Anyway I had a sis <- er in End i ·­

cott, I stayed there with them a.nd there was our doctor t here. And they 

said, "are you expecting a girl or a boy,: and I said, "well I'll tell you 

I'm really expecting a girl." What's the n a-1ne? "Oh Marilyn Ann" and he 

said , "what are. you going to do if it' s a boy?" Well I might call him 

John Randell, that was my doctor's name Randell. I might call him John 

Randell, but it was a. little girl. 

IM: What did you do f or recreat:Lon and relaxation when your gir ls were growing 

up? 

EC: ' 1.ey had l ots of parties ; they made all their own ice cream and they 

brought t heir boyf :L:rends up and they had t h e phonogra ph they could listen 
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and t h"' radio. They had dances at the schocl and if they wante . to go they 

could go t o t he dances . Or if they wanted t o go down and have a coke or pop. 

Norma June was a great one f or going t o the neighbors hou se and play witn. 

paper dolls. With Jeannie a.nd Ha.rilyn were boob..-or ms, they I d go out and 

they'd come home and rE::ad their books. Whe r e Norma, she l.iked to have com­

pany , she loved company. She'd pla.~y- paperdolls . They'd get a sears ca talogue. 

a.nd cut all t hese pre y girls out and make t heir own fun . 

EC: At tha t time the women didn 1 t do to much ; they just t ook care of their 

children. At t ha t time we had a train coming i n bere and the mail would 

come in around two and t he girls with their buggies with their babies 

would go down and ge t the mail and go t o t he restaurant er more or less 

the cln.1gstor1~ or fountain t here. They had another cafe, j 1- was real nice 

where a l l the famil ies went in . They'd drive their babies down t here and 

get the mai , then go hm~e a coke o:c i ce creai11. It was jus t like a para . e 

When Ma·r ilyn was born they had ; i bet t here was 15 or L.0 kids b r n at that 

timE'. . When lfo.1:.i lyn was bor n there '.~e.re quite a f ew child r en , it was a hard 

winter , lots of youngsters here. If you wanted to you'd go doUlr). and ge -

your mail and come home and write 

4 o'clock . (end of tape side 1) 

letter and it would go out around 

I t seemed l i ke it was a di f ferent life than i t i s now, f or s ome reason I 

thought i t was. I dicln' t like i t because he was gone a ll the tirr..e but I . 

knE!W hat was on of the th i ngs that we lrn d to live with. If t hey wanted 

bread and bu tter tha t 's one of the th ings that you had t o pu t up with. 

and everybody worked for Potlatch except f or people l ike the dr uggest and 

s t orekeeper. 

IM: You have friends in now and mostly :l· 's just vis i nting and going to fairs 

and things like that? 

EC: A ot of times we make saurkraute and we make a dish called Sa lmas, i t ' s 

got meat and rice and a bunch of s tuff and it 's rolled up like lit tle 
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cabbages. We' re, a very close knit fam:lly and bir thdays mea ,more to ll P 

than a lot of people t hat does a t Xmas time .. So we always have a big meal 

at xmas t ime, ann i versa ri es , birthdays, and have. a house ful l of people 

and if they can't cone while di nner is on t he table, H they feel like 

coming l ater on or just come i. for a snac:< or a cup of coffee, they come 

i n . 1'l1at there i s a big thi ng in Elk R ·ver. It is a big deal with us. 

Norma June, they have an anniversary c oming u ., and we're goi ng to do s ome­

thing r eal grea t for them too now. Now when we have t hi s anniversary thing 

f or Norma, Sonya want s it at her house which will be t omorrow night. I'm 

gonna make the buns and s':i ~'s going t make some i ce cream and some cake 

We all get t ogether and pitch i n and each ne of us brings two or t hree 

things. 

IM: You s t ill do a lo t o.c: canning? 

EC: If I can get the. j a:r lids, tha t 's the next problem . They haven 't had any 

j a.r lids fo . a long time . You can ge it but you have to order it back 

ea st somewhere. I don 't krro'tl just exactly where to orrl r them. They say 

you can put your order in down here at t h P- s tore and if your'e not there 

t o get it, somebody els 0 will get i One fami l y got two ca sEE. They 

were down there when t hey arrived and they got two cases :!: it. A week 

before they didn't oe, 1 it in cases. 

IM: You mean the agr icult ural extensi on service cJoesn't come out to El k River? 

EC : Not that I know of. 

I'd Jove to g1~t at least f our of fiv e dozen beca 1se I do l ike to cann. 

I canned 6.'3 uarts of carr ots out of my garden , 

IM: Do you ha.ve a garden now? 

EC: No John isn 't able t o :1c,w but we have our garden spot and we share. I just 

don't want him t o get hurt or anything ont there . 

IM : So it would be helpf ul if you could cann thi s summer? 

EC: Yes I l ovEi to, I stil l have car r ots left and I give i t t o the kids and 
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I st ill got sai~urkraute . I make our saurkraute and then I cann it. I : 

cloesn't get quite so sour and no t so soft. There's a certain stag"' and I 

cann i · . We didn I t rr_ake any last year because I didn't have enough jar 

l ..:..ds. If I get some jar l ids I am gonna get a few t hings to cann and this 

r eally comes in handy . 

IM: When the children. were growing up did you ever worry about T,lhat would 

happen if your husband were ever injured did that botlter you? 

EC: Yes it did a1 d he' s beer. hurt many a times .. When he goes to the hospital 

I just wonder when he'd get t o come home or if he ever did get to come 

home. I !'elied on my childre, quite a bi and I think we kind of stuck 

toge t her, too . The oldest one, I don' t know why y u kind of l ean on thern , 

they are j st children, but you kind of lean on them. 

IH: What happens in ElK River if a ma. was killed, what wo ld the IA)i dow do? 

EC: I don't know, this girl, she lost her husband. Of course she 'S young she 

came home to her ::o lks. There 's other t s t hat lost t heir husbands 

their children wer1~ quite big . They just ste.yed here. Another one, her 

husband just died of a hear t attack b t she moved out and won't never 

come back. Se just can't stand t o come back . I think it's the indi"idual, 

how,2ver you feel about it . Some can come back a. d some can' t . 

IM: Did t he company ha.ve some i surance or some kind of monitory support; 

F.C: I don't know but I iniagine if you are wor!dng for tha t company th ey would. 

have to have. some kind of insurance . You got t o have a supplement of some­

thing even if you a.re on medi care. Medicare don' t mean nothing to me b e ·­

cause you got to pay the first s ixty anyway . Maybe you don't even need it 

til next year th en you have to pay ano' b.er sixty dollars so you have to 

have something to rely on. 

IM: here wasn' t such a thing as welfare :Ln the o.Ld. days. 

EC: No welfare, no food stamps no nothi ng that I ever knew of . 

IM: Did women just have to get h usework to do? 
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EC : Ironing, I did a l ittle bit of t hat and there's no pay in it though but it 

was enough t o keep stuff on t he tabl e. I took in a 1 :'_ ttle bi t of ironing 

,Jnd a little washing. 

IH : When e \ms injure<~- and in the hospital, his pay was cut off? 

EC : Yes and w,::, 'd just go back into d bt again, we cUdn' t have to pay ca sh for 

our gr oceries, 1-'l ke in the c ity you had to pay cash for your groceries. 

Maybe our bill wen t 1p to two or thr ee hundred dollars f or groceri es. Of 

cour se there was a house r ent to be paid. That's why he wo ·ld borrow mon··· 

ey to pay that off, see. That' s t he way it was at tha t .t ime. 

IM: So it wasn' + r eally very secure . 

EC: No they have a lot be tter situation now than they ever had. 

(her husband l:3 showing s ome type of d · splay) couldn't und 0 rstand what it was . 

(her husband is talki ng about sorn€·-thing, can't undexstand) 

(he I s talking c.bout makin g baske ts but I'm unah1 e to transcribe, no t clear 

at all) 

EC: When my friends come I'd jus t as soon s ell to them. I'm so t i ckled when 

somebody ccrnes, espP · i a lly on weekends be ' ctuse it I s kind of lonely. 

EC: I think it's ni ce that t he younger generation like to come t o the ol der 

genera -i n- tha t ' s a grand f eeling. I a l ways say t hat when you get old, 

s you get pus e_d to one s i de and nobody cares, yo\.1 know. 

IM : Tha t happens to a l ot of people . 

EC: Yes i · does. I feel like I like to be needed ; I don' t expect anyb ody to 

do anything f or me but I l :lke to know that I'm needed . I do some thing f or 

s omebody else because I want to. A l ot of t imes I do sewing and st if f ~hen 

I'm get ting supper, I just t urn it down and I can finish wi~h he sewing 

and they can come and get it and my suppers gi~tt ing done anyway and I 'd 

have t heir job done too. 

IM: I f you knew a ycung wona.n that was starting out in the kind of life ·ha t 

you've had, what slwu.ld she need to know? 
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EC: I don't know; I would feel sorry ;!;or her for one thing. I wcuJ.d hate for 

anybody else to go t hrough the Life that T had to live, Sometimes I wish 

that a ll of the t hings that I did have t o do, I wis}1 that I wrote all of 

it do,;,m in shorthand, I wouldn't bel i eve it mys,21.f. 

IM: You could've. written a book. 

EC: Yeqh I wouldn;t want anybody to 1 :1.ve like I had to live I want somebody 

to live be t ter than I i d. 

IM: But you've learned to cope with a 1 t of problems. 

EC: I've learned to cope with a lot of it. Even since we've been n:arried, 

t here's been hard times t here's not been good goody goodies. I have it 

better t oday than I did twenty years ago because. I have a home and maybe 

it wasn't as n:i.ce as it i .s today but I feel mor e. St~cure now f or some 

reason or ano ·her. I really think because the children all married and 

got their own famil:Les. 
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IM: They are no · ependent on you but t hey are her1? c lose so t hey can look out 

for you a little bit. 

EC: Right 

IM: There's some cer tain comfol'f in knowing that. 

EC: That's right. 

IM: Do you take magazines or paper? 

EC: I used to takE, the Lewi ston paper but my subscription run out. It was an 

awful lo t to put out when you are just getting social securi ty. This paper 

here somebody is giving it to us. I hadn' t gotten any papers fo r quite 

awhile. John enjoys it and I do too. 

IM: Do you watch Tv? 

EC: Ye& we watch Tv. 

IM: What shows? 

EC: I'll tell you my really favori t e one is "As the World Tur ns" and the news. 

I do like the ne,is. I like "Rhoda" l like all quiz shows, anything that's 
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real. 

IM: Diel ; ou and your husband share on ma' ing decisi ns, talk ahout thingf: ? 

EC: I ha t e to tell you this but it 's not true, we don't. I ask him now, "wha t 

·r,1 uld you l:i.ke for sup::_:,er tonight ?" "Well anything y ou fix is fine ." So 

and so 's coming hp , what 8hould I do? " r;,,1ha tever you decide is fine." He 

never wan t s to say so I'm really rno .e or less on my own. It's me to mak€: 

the decision. I don't know whet her he can 't make t he decision or maybe he 

t hinks I makE' the right ne. I don't know wha t his idea is. I'd love to 

talk some.thing over with him but he says, "you do wha t you think i s r ight" 

It's always been that way. I go get the check and he signs it nn.d I sign 

mine and I make out all the bills and we have to have s t'uff for dif f er ent 

thingi, and I'm the one that has to do it. 

IM: Quite a contras fr. om your f a t her. 

EC: Yes my daddy wa s very different. '•ly mother dicln' t have a <lime to her name 

until after~ folks were divorced.. Th is is an awfu l thing to say; they 

a.re both dead now but I'0 often vish my mother and dad w uld've had a 

divorc when we wer e a 1 at horr.e > I really do. I used to ask my mother, 

"mother how come. you live wi t h daddy when he does all this?" And I said , 

"How would I Bupport you children?" and I s .s.i d, "you kn w what mother, you 

would be a lo t better off i ,l lot of ways ." She di.dn ' t have an education 

she was j us t like me she worked from the tirne she •could walk around. 

My mother lived wi t li him un. il we were all marriE~<l and then sh , divorced 

him. 

IM: Row did she support hers e.J.f then'? 

EC: He had to support her ; she found out more things when she was divcrced, if 

dle would've divorced him when she was home he l~ould of had to suppor t us 

too. But this way he only supported her . She married twice afterward and 

she was happy in each one. I hat e to say t hj_s but I had a lo t better step 

dad t hen I had my own dad. God f org ve me but that' s t he truth. It's not 
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the thing t o say. I '<l bate to have my kids say that buL t hey can't because 

he's been a r eally good daddy, you know. 

IM: That 's Genna n system kind of, of course your husband has a german background, 

too. 

EC: There is a dif f erence, he 's very kind hearted and very sof t hearted . 

IM : Was your fathe r a. northern German? 

EC : I really don't know. He was just a hard hard m.an. It didn't bother him 

He said , You do it or e lse and I have never forgotten it and I was 17 

years old when I walked out. He said something tha t r eally striked me 

and t o this day I •~on ' t know what it was , he would _ever tell me. It 

just seemed like he had to 1:.ave someone t c, beat on all the time . Some of 

t h se German pt:ople, they are just: arsh, that 's all I can say. 

IM: What were the war years like? 

EC: 1942, tha t wasn't too bad, I don't think. Norma was j u s t. two years old. 

John was worki11g ar-; far as I kn.ow at Diamond Match . I think the wages 

wer e good that ti.me. 

IM: I understand t hat som of the young men were away from the community and 

the time"' were better then. 

EC : Yeah I cu n ' t think w,2 had any rouble at all a t that time. There was a lot 

more n:oney then t han there was before , you know. I've never lived i n " 

big city so I don't know nothing ab ,u t the big city. 

IM: So actually you weren ' t very much aware of the ,mr? 

EC~ Ttis was always in t h'=' bigger cit ies. 

IM: :Mrs . Morris has lived he r f or a long t:ime have yon known her all this t:im.e? 

EC: Year I knew her in high chool, grand person, wonderful pE•rson. I gues s 

they were one of the _ :lr st one,s hat came here. 

IM: She talked on groups of worrien maki ng bandages and knitting. You weren 't in 

on t hi s? 

EC: No because I don 't do any of that stuff . I gues s sh e did a l ot f that 
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stuff but I was nev1~r in on any of that stuff. 

IM: WeJ.1 i 've asked you an aw£ 1 lot about your life cl you have anything else 

you'd like to add to it? 

EC: I've enjoyed both of you so mu.ch. 

n~: The reason yc,u. always stayed in El k River was because of his worl~? 

EC: Right h,2. had a job here and now in the las t t hree years he wants t o get 

out and the next qnEstion i s , we're trying to sell. ou. hous e , -we 'd like 

to se, 1 our house and the next ques ion is could you get enough out of i.t 

to go somewhere and buy another house or ren t. 

IM: You might be better off if you bought a trailer. 

EC: I would like to have a trai r. I'd have one in Troy where my daughter is 

but she lives on a hill, too I would love to 1:·_ve on a fl a.t once. Although 

I l ove this home up here, I'd give it up ::or a fair price. If this house 

is sold tomorrow I'd have a. yard sale ,, there wnuldn' t be ve.ry much I'd 

take with me. 

IM: Wouldn't you miss all these friends that you' ve made? 

EC: ,id make 1ew friends . If I move to Troy or Moscow or Pullman, I'd have 

a lot mor e company 7 han I would here because I'd say how come you don't 

cone up, I miss you . We've been trying -·-o sell on~ house anc. maybe I 

go about it the wrong way. Someone said I should g through a real esto t.e . 

IM: I'd pu . it in the Ho scow paper , a lot of people recid that. 

I think some of t he choi ce places sell t hemselves. The problem plac £~S they 

sell. wjth a real estate deciler. Tha t ' s been the experience I've seen. The 

people wb o put it with the r eal tors are moving right &.way and they can't 

be around to se 1 their house, it's easier t sell. 

EC: w0uldn'' mind putting it in the paper it wou1cl just cost a few dollars. 

That's another situation, I'd have to do it all by myself because my 

husband doesn't know t he first thing about it , 

IM: I thin] your dau,;ht e•r could help write up the ad and you could probably 
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get a n~al estate or a laW)Te i'.' help make ou t the con1-r a ct. 

EC: I would go t o a Jaw yer , I ,-rould go t o someone who would kn w s cmething 

about it. 

IMP You I d want to have~ i t done l egally. 

28 

EC : S meone s a id. vihy don' t put it in t he Califor n i a paper because they are 

the. one s that wan t o come ou to Idaho. ":'hat I s kL d of far fe tched, I 

dcl!l' t know if I want to do that or not. My sister l i ves in California 

and I told her s he could ptt the word around if she wanted t o . I like t o 

l ean on some body once i n a while. I need som .one to lean on , I've s a:i d 

hunder e.d s of times, I've got a husband. and I sure need a man. 

I H: You'd like t o be able to talk it over with h :i.111 '? 

EC: Right he doesn' t understand anything of course h e 's had a stooke. All h e 's 

got i n his mind is M s baskets. He doesn' t understand anything. 

IM: Does he always ea t what yoUfjx ? 

EC: Oh yes even some times he wa nts a sandr.d ch for supper. He' s v ery easy 

to c ook for , 

(er.d of interv i €w side 2) 
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