
This is an interview with Dolly Hartm .n made July 14, 1975 at l·~ission :P o int, 
St. Mar i es, Idaho. Dale Anderson is doing the inter viewin0 

DA: If we can start ou t wi th pers onal data then I'll ask you the o ther ques-

U.ons. Your full name? 

DH: I am Mrs .; and then I put in quotes my n ickname is "Dolly" but my real 

name is May; bu;: I go by Doll y, so enclos e "Dollyn in little quote marks 

My real name is May Ha r tman. That was due to an1 error on the part of my 

gr a:::.dmother. May was supposed to have been my m:Lddle name and it enc"ted up 

my only name. 

DA~ "How did that happen? 

DY: I was born in Sherida n, Wyoming in the hou _: e and my gr andmother reported 

to the Burea u of Vital Statistics and repor ted my name and she didn't 

include my first nm11e. But I have gone by Dolly all my 1 :Lfe and I' m also 

Mrs . Homer J. Ha rtman. 

DA: Your maiden name? 

DH: NcDanieJ. 

DA: Date of birth? 

DH: ..,eb. 4, 1924., I'm an aquarian, if that means anything. 

Dl.l : Does tha..t mean any t11j_ng to yot1? 

DH: You kn w, I don' t really beJ.:l.eve in the precisenes s of astn-,Jogy but i t has 

been very interes ·.: i ng to examine whethe r an aquarian is supposed to be like 

a huma i tarian c-.n d all thet;,e t hings a.n d generally it applies more times 

that I've done it a nd T get a chuck.le out of i · . 

DA: And you. ss.id. you we e corn in Sh,::r idan, Wyoming, whP.n did you f irst move 

to Idaho? 

DH: We didn't move to Idah until; I moved to Id aho in 1943. 

DA: And where did you live then? 

".JI-I: In Moscm,t; I was attending the Univ. of Idaho. 

DA: Wr;:•;~e you livirg in Sheridan before you came t o Mo scow? 

DH: No; would you U .kP. to have me ri.:•t race just a little hit? I was born in 

She.riclan, Wyoming, then my parents lwd a homest. 2a d. in sout heastern, Montana. 
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DH: We went west because of the drought, we had 640 acres and we l ived 60 mile.s 

from Sheridan. I rcci e horseba ck when I wa.s i n the 4th grade and I ·rode 

horseback to school with my lj ttle 6-y,~2r old sis ter on beh:i.nd. We rode 6 

miles a day and this was on the antelope and t he jack rabhits. We e s ed to 

live i n Sherican part of t he t ime in tl1e wintertir,u~ Etnd then go out to our 

homes tend in Decker ,':l:1-d that' s where the c,:i 1. shale iE: by the way ancl the 

coc:.l i s now. We ha.d a homes ..._ e ad in sout!-wasterr:. ~·fon tana and we had an 

i c:. e house in t h e coal bank . My sister a nd I were going to tG.k e a trip back 

east, I have:n' t beem. back since '35 beca u .c1 e we cut i c l~ a.nd in 

the winte.r tine . Basical ly I came f rom a weste,~n family of C:'ittle people. 

DA: Is that what your father did? 

D\-1: My f a ther was a cattleman a nd a ranc e r and carpenter. My I'lother wa s a 

schooltea l~her; bu t ,N-e were wes terners . Then the drought hit and we migrat·-

e d to eas tern Oregon a.nd ours Wc!S one of the first hou s s s on the nE~w 

i rriga t i on project. f,~y parent s were wha t you would consider t h ,~ n e,w pionee rs. 

I gradua ted frc•m their union high school in Oregon in 1941. I 

l :i.ked to work in the shipyards during the war a nd earned enough money to 

pay my tuition. 

DA: Was that why you did t hat, so you could go t o school? 

DH: Yes and :f.11. the meantime my paren ts would purchase property in Ida.ho and so 

I arrive d in Idaho before they did and enrol led at the Univ. of Idaho in 

'43-'44 and I work e.d at the Hotel Mosc ow, 

DA: Oh did you work ·w-J. th Elsie Nelson? 

dh; Yes and I worked in the p antry and the sandwiches, that. was mainly r.·here I 

work ed was in t h e kitchen, I made sandwiches and salads. Is this appropriate? 

DA: Yeah go ahead. 

DH: Y1::.&.h I'm just rambling on. Then I also worked a. t the Nob by and I worke d at; 

becau se I had to e c.rn enough money for my tu i tion but I worked on the basis 

for my r oom and board by working a t these places. In the spring of the year 
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my money somehow ran ou t ; i t seemed appropria1_e to join th.e service , so :[ 

joined.. the serv:ii::e, I was attending t he. Cniv. Of Id. I joined t he wacs fo r 

two reasons. One was t hat I felt t hat when I was finished I would come 

back and go to school under the GI Bill of Rights and the other I had itch­

i ng feet and the direc to r of experience and s o I just dec i ded to join the 

military. 

DA: Did you get to travel much? 

DH: Well no I was stationed two places. I was stationed in Las Ve.;as, Nevad"'-­

for 11 mont hs. I went from the l iveliest spot on earth t o the deadest spot 

on Earth which was Camp C Arkansas. I flew ther ~ in the nose of 

the B17s it was a fabulous exp r ience. Our squadron had a squadron party 

planned, this was in Las Vegas and it happened to fall on VJ Night, so we 

had a ringside sea t for all the festivities; it was very inte·resting. I 

was at Camp C Arkansas for 11 months , too. 

DA: Nothing happened there? 

DH: Not r eally, I was personnel clerk i a Health drug and counsel-

DA: 

DH: 

ing br anch at the separation center. I did personnel work a.nd I was fur l ough 

and pass clerk and I became a buck sergeant there. I received the 

achievement plaque there because our unit as a group we had wor ked 

because. that was beyond the call of duty to establish the separation center. 

It wa.s the separation center at Camp C I flew ther e in the 

nose of the Bl7 and I flew over the Grand Canyon and just looked straight 

down fr m the nose. It was a fcb lous experience. I wouldn't give anythi.. g 

for the experienc€, that I have or even worH .ng in the shipyard. 

Did you ever consider staying in the army longer? 

Yes, I did; I considered it; however at the time I got ou±, becaus- e I did 

like i t and I did work I was ot a and I liked working with the 

people but I considered it but the reason I decided to g,~t out was because 

at t hat time it was not mad e a part of the regular army. It was still con-· 
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sidered an auxiliary, so I got out. Even af t..er I got out I did consider 

even going back in . That same year I think I did bec~ e a part of the 

regular army. I had. taken my overseas physical as a clerk typist and per­

sonnel cler k. Some of us were to be sent overseas; I dic.L not sign up for 

overseas duty I had three brothers that were in the service and they said 

not to. However had i t gone on much longer it wasn't my decision. 

DA: Would you of liked to have gonE, overseas ? 

DH: Not really, it didn't appeal to me. 

DA: Was that because of the war or your own feel ings? 

DH: I don't have the desire to be a worldwide traveler because there's a lot 

here we 1, aven 't seE!n, I am Scotch, Irish and English s o I would like to 
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go t o the British Isles. I l ike history so I woul d be interested in going 

to the British Isles , especially Ireland and I have a father familiar witlt 

British and Scottish history. I think I might like to go if I thought I 

was really going to see the n i tty gritty, you see, I have to see the nitty 

gritty. I can't take the hea+ very well. We hosted an Indian fellow here 

from India and my husband and I both were. invited to come over. My husband 

is a gradua te forester and I graduated from the Univ. of Idaho i n. dietetics , 

by the way . We were i nvited to come over and as a guest of the Indian gov­

ernment and hel p. He said to come over for a vacation for five months and 

we will pay you if you will help .. I would've like to of done that but we 

couldn 't leave this place fr that long but that would of been fascinating. 

I like to do things f or a purpose but just traveling just for t he sake of 

travelling don't appeal to me to much. 

DA: That sounds l i ke a really interest i ng opportunity. 

DH: I think we just have to write to this young man because he did write to 

us several times and t hen I stopped writing to him but he was from the 

country, the little state of Bihar which was the one that under all this 

scrutiny and he came from a f amily which is wealthy and he felt that the 
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cash and class system; he was working to eliminate it and he <;lidn l t have 

to. His father and his family -were the village elders so I know he's right 

in the middle of that over there. 

DA: When was he here? 

DH: About five years ago , That would've been fascinating because I wouldn't of 

been involved with the tourist s but with the people t hemselves. 

DA: And I t hink you would really get to know what India i s about. That's grea t. 

DH: Did I get up to Idaho yet? 

DA: Yes you got up to Idaho. 

DH: I me we ran off on a few subjects. 

DA: How did you come to Idaho? 

DH: I'm real glad that you as~ed me that question. I'd been working on the 

shipyards, we were f r ozen on the job, by the way, 

DA: What does tba t mean? 

DH: W could not leave our jobs, this was during wartime i n 1943 and so I 

applied t o leave because I was offered to go the Univ. Of Id. because my 

panmts had purchased th:i.s property and in other words this was going to 

be our home and thil> was in the spring of 194-3. I climbed on a greyhound 

bus i.n Portland, Oregon and came by bus to Moscow and I still can remember 

riding a long on that bus and I thought this was the most beautiful country 

that I had ever seen because it wa s green, like it is now and there were 

always different ohades of green; I j us t thought it was just beautiful and 

it did make an impression upon me and I arrived by bus . 

DH: I lived on f ifth street, one of t hose older homes and I applied for a job 

and I did get on a t the Moscow Hotel. Miss Elsie Nel son is the one who in­

t erviewed me. 

DA: We in t erviewed her and i n th e presentation she has been in; someone will 

do her part in talki ng about giving the ~ob and money at the Dining Room 

in the Moscow Hotel. I listened to hi~r tape, we taped the casettes and 
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then put t hem on reel to reel and f o some reason her ta~ ,~ hadn't been 

put on ree.J to reel so I listened t o that and it was real ly interesting. 

DH: She is still living? 

DA: Yes. 

DH: Yy goodness , she must be in her nineties. 

DA: I think she's in her late 80's, but I could be wrong. 

DH: She always impressed me, a very beautiful complexion. I worked, yes for 

Miss Elsie Nelson and I worked ther e for; I worked there for most of the 

winter .:..n the salads and sandwiches and like most young people you get to 

h inking that the gross is greener and I got a little tired of it. One of 

my friends decid ed to work somewhere else but I did, I worked :in the kitchen 

I worked in; oh I can tell you a about this. I worked on the salads 

and sandwj_ches and I a lso used t o t rack the mice to the chef. I'm not a 

squimmish person, I never have been. I think he used to give me so much 

extra for every mouse I hD.d. 

DA: Were they just r egular traps? 

DH: Yes. lie was always made sure I was fed well because I was his trapper. I 

don't remember his name at all. That is an incidence, yes. 

DA: I lived in an apartment that in the fall the mice came in so I said the 

tr p and I set the trap i n the bread sack and that 's the way I got the 

mous e out because I didn't want to handle the rr. ouse. 

DH: But anyway, :L t was Elsie Nelson and I was sort of control l ed by her. She's 

a fabulous lady. 

DA: I gath ~r ed that from listening to her tape. 

DH: She 's a wonderful person to work for and I was young, I guess I was abou t 

18 going on 19. Other than the shipyards, prior to tha t I worked on a 

cattle ranch, this is an incident that might be interesting. Af ter I gra­

dauted out of high school, my f a ther was ill and he sold his property and 

he be.came a guard on the dam above and while I was Working 
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in the shipyar ds I became very homE!Sick. I. wa.s only J.8 and t h_eif was ~ight 

months between the time to when I first left home and was able to come 

home and somebody pick pocketed my fifty dollars which I had and so anyway 

a total of eight months had passed. I had three days that I could take 

off from the sh i pyard. This was before I could take the job before I went 

to the Uni v. and it was about ear ly in the spring and I got on a bus. I 

worked t he graveyard shift s o t hat meant I worked at 12 in the morning and 

s o I got off that shift and climbed on a bus and headed for 

My fo lks were actually fifteen miles up in thE: htlls on the 

Oregon. 

River 

wher e the dam was which was at B Oregon, my mother was a teacher 

there and my was about four miles from there. Well anyway, 

the way I had it E:e t; and it was a serious offense to be gone f r om your 

job during war t ime. I just had tog home, I hadn't been home and I got on 

that morning and riding I got in t here about 3 a.m. in the morning and I 

had i t a ll arranged that I would catch the mail stage and I'd only get to 

see them a l i ttle while , then I'd have to catch that stage back. When I 

got in t here mom had said where to knock on the door because therE: was a 

lady I could spend the night with. I arrived at 3 a.m. over in this isola­

ted town and knocked on the door and nobody aroused and I thought well 

my bro ther walked that fif t een miles, I can walk t hat fifteen miles because 

I really didn't have that much time to ~pare. So I had started walking, I 

had never been up there but they had given me instructions and this was 

quite an interesting incident. I knew I had fifteen miles and I had my 

sui tcase and I've always been able to sleep anywhere when I'm tireds I 

still can. About daylight I was getting very tired. I can remember it 

was the early E:pring rains but that di dn't bother me and I thought it 

was to early fo r rattlesnakes because that was rattlesnake country. In 

our homestead I was familiar with rattlesnakes ·because southeastern Mon­

tana had rattler-makes. About daylight, I just decided I was t ired and I 
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had these p&.pers in my suitcase a:nd I just curled µp µnd er a juniper tree 

down on the river. I probc.bl y slept a couple of hours. I woke up and 

trudged on with my suitcas e. It was about nine I guess when I got to where 

my saddle was kept f or me and I pu t my suitcase on and rode up and my 

mother didn't know I was coming. I arrived j ust as she was letting those 

kid s out for recess, my goodness she just let out of school f or the whol e 

day and I just broke out in tean, cus I hadn't been hom12. a.nd I was really 

very homesick but I arrived by pony. Then the whole countryside they were 

just astounded be s.use somebody had seen me sleeping under th t tree and 

to think t :.a t I walked that fif teen miles. I sa ~ d my brother Bob could 

do it in the wintertime ands I felt I could do it in t he spring. I took 

the stage back. But I thought that was a little incident that might be 

i nteresting. I don't r emember those things , but they come along. P.,nd then 

after that I went down to the Univ . and I worked for the Ho ,.,el. Also 

worked at the Nest, which is now the Boo:t;'store. It used t o be the Nest 

and I worked there doing short orders. 

DA: Was it all your money with no hel. from your parents? 

DE: I came from a poor family. I'd say we were poor in money but rich i n many 

other things. There were nine children and eight of us are s till living. 

I suppose you might say we've all exceeded our economic background. We 

were brought up with ho _esty, we were brought up with the idea that w .a t 

you want , you do your own. These things carry on today. We were brought up 

on the bas:Ls t hat right is might and if you know you are r i ght you should 

stick to your guns . My paren t s were very strong people. My father's still 

alive, he's up here in the nursing home, in St. Maries. They came from 

the days of Calamity Jane and Wild Bill Hickock and aH those. My father 

had a homestead a mile from the Devil's tower,. My mother was born in 

Deadwood, South Dakota . Life was always a struggle but we always had 

fun. 
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DA: What was your mother's maiden name7 

DH: Adassa; tha t was supposed to be my name originally but my grandmother got 

it "ffong. Adassa Myrtle Leeman. Her f i rst husband was president of t he 

Homestead Mining i n Deadwood. Her first husband was a good cattleman and 

he died of ca cer and she was a wid w with four children when my father 

married her. 

DA: When did they get married? 

DH: My f ather served in World War I. They were marr ied in Coffeeville, Kansas. 

The day he had arrived he had her meet bi m and he said he had a dol lar in 

hi5 pocket. They passed their 50th, it must of been 1919. 

DA: When did your mother die? 

DH: Mom died a year ago, July 5, 1974 . 

DA: It must be nice to have your mother that 1 ng. 

DH: Yes, they get quite senile but still i n all we've always been a very close 

family . There wer e eight brothers and sisters an. half of us was one farr.-­

i ly but we were all brought up as one family . 

DA: Do you know the da te of your mother's bir th? 

DH: Nov. 22, 1896 

DA: Your father's nami~ ? 

DH: He had to sign an a ffadavit once that h was a man,, 1 and not a woman. His 

name was Haze }. Ray McDaniel. Yc•s he did, he had to sig1. an affadavit say­

ing that he was a man. I have a copy of it. 

DA: I can apprecia e how you f eel. 

DH: Your are Dale. 

DA: Yes I have never h.:id to go to that extreme, I have been hassled a lot. 

I went to pick up a check and she said I needed to get a note from him. I 

looked a t her. And then she decided it was ok. I had my ID card on it with 

my pk ture on it and finally she looked at it. 

DH: hat seems real funny because the office gal up at the nursing home; my 
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parents were senile over a period of years and they've been in the nursing 

home. Thjs was about six months after my mother had passed away and lo and. 

behold I end up with a medicare card for a Mrs. Bazel. I had a terrib 

:rime with banks on thi s, too. One place I kept getting an overdraft on 

because I had power of attorney and I kept accumulating too much in Mrs. 

Hazel's, they had two bank accounts, and I had all sorts of interest. The 

office gal up the r e said that the medic are called her from Bose said, 

"and how is Mrs. Hazel McDaniel fee.ling" And I said "Mrs. Hazel McDaniel 

is Mr. Hazel McDaniel and Mr s. McDaniel passed away quite a few months 

ago. In other words that had it all in their mi nds that for sure he was 

a woman. They just a s sume these things. Everywhere I had to put Mr. and 

the.y probably though it was a typographical error. 

DA: Did he used his middle name a lot just to help people out? 

DH: Everybody called him Mac, they still do. 

DA: The date of his birth? 

DH: Well I have a terrible timL~ remembering what yec1r, I' 11 have to go back 

April 6th, he was 6½ years younger than my rn ther so if she was born in 

1896, ok he was born i n 1892. Her birthday was november and his was 1fA: il 

DA: The place of his birth? 

DH: Coffeeville, Kansas. It Ha.s Oklahoma Indian t rritory. 

DA: How did t hey meet? 

DH: My mother had quite a lot more education than my father. My father had 

just a third grade education but he educate.d hi:Jmelf. He worked for my 

grandmother who was my mother's mother and she ran a boarding house and 

she thought tha t my father was from the wrong side of the tracks and she 

didn't approve of the former Mr s . Henry who had been one of 

these outstanding cattlemen, my mother's first husband and she couldn 't 

see my m ;ther marrying; but t hE:y had a squatter from t he devirs tower 

and j_n my grandmother'£; eyes they were definitely not on the same social 
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standing. He worked for my grandmother after he met my mother and he 

want ed her to narry him be.fore he wen t overseas and she sa:ld no because 

she was older than he was and she had these four children. So they said 

they 1 d wait and see and they got married the day he a.rrived in the states. 

DH: She was born in 1886 

DA: Your brothers and sisters? 

DH: Oh you're probably gonna be here for three hours . Do you just want the 

names? 

DA: Yes 

DH: My ol der brother is Ted Zimmerschied, he's a haE brother and he fough t 

with in World War II. He 's deceased. He woul d've of been 68 this 

DA: I j est need the ir names. 

DH: Then a s i ster, June Moskal, she's an artist, they a r e retired and they are 

i n Cook, Nebraska. She paints Indians, she paints pictures for -he Indian 

Center in Spokane. Then I have a br other, Kenneth Zillllller schied and he is 

in Va i l, Oregon . You don' t want to know where they are? 

DA: I was just asking about her because she's an artist. 

DH: A half brother, Carl Zinnnershied, he is in Texas, my older brother of the 

McDaniel's is Robert R. McDaniel, just recently he was i n Kennewick, Wash­

ington. I have a sister Be t ty and tha t's Mrs. Cl ine and she's in Arizona 

and then I have a si ter, Mrs. Joe Mengelkemp in Moscow, Idaho. I have an 

unmarried sister, Peggy, her real name is Eleanor McDaniel and she's in 

Missoula, Montana. 

DA: Do you know why she never got married? 

DH: It was her own choosing, she said she was too independent. She likes to be 

able to do what she wishes to do. 

DA: Was sh - ever hasslE,d about n t getting married? 

DH: Not within our family because we believed greatly, we we,re. brought up to 
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respect the rights of others and that includes our O'\';rt1 faJDily . . If 
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she's has sled, this t s within our family she's hassled. She chooses to be 

s i ngle. She likes to l ead her own life and make her own decisions. 

DA: Your husband's name? 

DH: Homer J. Hartma , Homer Jackson for .Takson Oregon. 

DA: Is t hat where he was born ? 

DH: He was born in Jac.ksonville, Oregon. 

DA: The date of his birth? 

DH: Sept. 28, 1907 

DA: And the date and place you were married? 

DH: Moscow, Idaho. 

DA: Did you mee t him while you were going to school ? 

DH: I met him while I worked for the fores serv ice, I was a cook :Ln the B 

Camp, of 50 college kids and I was firs t cook and he was one of the bosses. 

DA: Do you remember much about your courtship? 

DH: Yes because I married one of the bosses and he was a bachelor of the woods 

so we l:ept it a secret that we were going together and there r eally weren't 

many places we could go. I remember because I only had one day off and so 

we would just meet up somewhere in the woods. I can still remember one of 

the bosses said, ''Dolly what potato farmer are you leading down the road ?" 

And I just laughed because it was one of his bosses and I said, "well 

you'd be surprised so then we were engaged and we wer e married in September . 

I was qui te outspoken and as one of the bosses he was a little out spoken 

and we felt that all of his friends and my friends would dispute it as we 

were gonna get married on Labor Day and so I just went o work as usual on 

Labor Day and then we got married on Sept. 11 because we f elt that we prob­

ably would've gotten the ceremony over with but we would of probably been 

under different force before i t was all over with. Anyway we were engaged 

and he gave me my dia~ond in August of that y ar and then ev~rybody began 
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to get general knowledge. 

DA: What year was that? 

DH: That was 1953. People used t o say, "how did you catch him, many cooks have 

tried," and I said, '\,ell I wasn't trying . Because I had decided, I was 

going to school under the GI Bill and I really didn't have time to be bo­

thered with men becal'se I had a son that I was raising plus I was taking 

a dietetics course which was very rough, especially if I had never had Al-­

gebra and I really di dn't have time to be bothered wi t h men and I had de­

cided to be a career woman and so I said, "I didn't try to catch him." He 

caught me . 

DA: How long did you know him before you go married? 

DH: Oh I knew him two years because he was a boss. I worked out there, I started 

to work for the fore st service as a flunkie in 1951. I went to school in 

'43 and '44 then I went into the service and I was in t he service two years 

and then I was married with this other husband and I had a. son and so I 

was a lady ve teran. I used to always louse them up at the r egistrar's office 

because they didn't expect me to be a woman veteran at that time. I 
st. IJ t.N '-f e,a.,.£5 O.,,r.J cJ.. 

When I started to schoo l there had been~ lot of water vnder the bridge 

and I tackled the die tetics course. My parents took care of my son, Steve 

and I used to do all of my studying i n four days, I really didn't have time 

to be i valved and I would go out and work, my father 's h lp was never to 

good so I used to go out and farm and help. You might be interested before 

I went to school, the year of 'Li8 and ' 19 there was a big snow and that 

was my first year t hat I had come back f r om leaving my other husband and 

that wasn't a necessity and I don't care to go into it. My father had had 

an acc ident so he babysat Steven and my sister Peggy and I, my mother 

taught school and she skied across to catch the bus to teach and my sister, 

Peggy and I, spent all winter just simp y melting snow to water a cow and 

for family use and in order to melt it we had to saw the wood and we 
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had gotten much wood in but the snows came early and we didn 't have 

enough for t he winter and we had an old broken down barn and we had an 

old tractor and I would climb up on t hat barn and with a cross cut saw, saw 

down portions of that barn a d she had to stay on the tractor because the 

snow was so terribly deep and we had many ropes, it's too bad we didn't 

have pictures of this because I would s i t up there straddled this canopy 

and saw with this cross cut and then attach a rope to it and she would 

be way off somewhere and would p 11 this log over to the saw we had and 

that was the way we got through the winter of '48 and '49. My mother who 

was 60 skied across the fields to go; so we had been a somewha t self-reliant 

family. 

We spent our full time, it was a farce, we would ge wood, gather snow, 

mdt' snow, watered the cow, washed the diapers and my father was bedridden 

but he babysat my young son who was about a year old at that time but my 

sister and I did that. 

DA: Your husband's occupation or job was wi th the for est service? 

DH: Yes he was with the U.S. Forest Service and he retjred. 

DA: Do you have any interests, hobbie s or talents? 

DH: Yes I do; first of all my firs t hobby, I would say is people and I suppose 

i t is helping people to help themselves now when I say when helping peo.ple 

I don't like to approach it like pu ting salve on the cows . I feel I like 

to help people by working with the strength in them, I like to deal with 

t he positive. I like to cook, I'm a cr eative cook and I do sourdough cook­

ing, I make wine. Just recen t ly now I am working with an Indian girl and 

we are together doing a self determ~_ned 4-H project. She was interested in 

conservation of her Indi an culture and she had this book; she's a Coeur 

d'Alene tribe and I 'm also interested i n history and so she was interested 

in find i ng about the plants they used and so I approached the county agent 

and I said this is what we'd like to do antl we started out with foods this 

l 
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year and her mother was my assistant leader and she is teaching \ ooro 

weaving and we have just a small group, there are six of us, six children 

and they have a lot of fun and I'll put on four one hour sessions com­

bined from 4-H camp and we had parts of Indian cookery and w~,ld foods. In 

fact I've got a book here and I was so busy acknowledging ever ybody that 

I forgot t o put on this book that it was produced by me but I've got every­

body else's. Produced by me in cooperation with the county agent's office. 

Anyway, I like i:o cook and I do all kinds of things. I like horseback rid­

ing, I like. reading and I like to write, but I wish to do some writing and 

I definitely like to read and then I suppose my other interests is serving; 

this is an era of council, commisions and committees and one person can 

influen e a great deal and they 111ainly deal with federal funding so I 

have spent much ime, I came involved with comprehensive health planning. 

I've gotten right in the middle of the t hing and I help put the by laws 

together and I helped serve the pers onnel policy because ·f the right 

people; so this is a lo t of my involvement and I really am sometin:es 

sprea pretty thin but then you get the know how. I feel that councils 

commissions and committees are essential component of this federa l fund­

ing. I would like to see lei:;s federal f unding, 1 would like to see less 

federal inv lvement but since i i s here and with us I f eel that responsible 

people shouldn't bury their heads in the sand , they should become a par-t 

of this thing. Then they think they can keep theni level and s t ablilze and 

I've been on a health facilit i es review board and I go to Boise once a 

month and there are nine of us. The last meeting we chose between the home­

town boy and who had i t all hanging out, his honesty and his lim · tations 

bu t also what was hanging out was his love for the people . As compared to 

the cor poration that had everything down pat. Well we chose the hometo~,t 

boy,by choosing; this board tha t I sit on ; Health Facilities Review Board, 

we review all occupations for health facilities. That's nurs ing homes, 
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hospitals, big equipment, involving expe tJ ditures of J.00 000. do ;LJa:rs or 

more, This was a federal fund, we do not have a certificate of need legis­

lation in the state of Idaho . The state of Idaho is moving towards moving 

these people out of state institutions and putting them in spec i alized 

shelters out in communities so ri ght now it appears tha t it is good business 

these operators have nothing to lose at the present time because they have 

.s.fa_~ 
a costly imbursement th i ng from the ~ if they become a nursing home or 

a facil i ty. It's very impor ant that we set up criteria standards because 

we feel that the service to these people i s the primary. It isn't as diff­

icult as it sounds because I can ab~b a lot in a hurry and I fly in and 

I usual ly take my homework with me, lo.ck myself in a motel because I don't 

get out and get to talking to people. That's how I discipline myself is 

lock myself in a motel room and do my homework. 

DA: You have on that sheet o~ paper all your awards and honors? 

DH: Yes I do except I have some additions and one is I received a plaque from 

a s a result f doing disaster work at Pomeroy and I received an award from 

Governor Evans. I was the onside director of Pomeroy, Wash. during that 

flood and this was all volunteer, you understand. It takes about two months 

to work o e of these out and I' d go back. I did receive an award from 

Govern r Evans. Then I received an award from the Dept. of the Army. I 

am a vo lunteer disaster consultant for the Inland Empire Di.vision which 

covers parts of Idaho and Wash. and Oregon, no Idaho and Wash. We have 

11 northern counties and Idaho and t-he part of Yakima and the Canadian 

Border. I was in latt week do ing disaster. I'm part f the 

administrative there and I'm also on the Division. Advisory Board. 

DA: ow much of your time does all of t his usually take? 

DH; Somebody said how do you have time to do this and I said I don't have 

t- ime to talk about my neighbors and I don't ".,elong to any clubs. Well 

like la.st week I travelled; my meeting was Thursday night so I drove over 
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Thursday afternoon and had a nigh meeting at Ephreda and I droye Qac~ 

about 2lf-36 hours. When I go to Boise, because of the plane; I leave here 

ahout 10 but I'm back I catch a five o'clock plane there and get back in 

Spokane at 5:30. A disaster assignment , however, is two to t hree weeks, 

sometimes l onger. I'm actuall doing things 24-36 hour s. 

DA: Are you workin g long hours during those disasters? 

DH: Oh yes on the disaster now I can go back to the Sunshine Mine. Of course, 

that was a very traumatic t ing and I was the onsight director and things 

were travelling so fast that i t was something that you could even antici­

pate so I had two hours sleep in about 36; you get fuzz J and you get foggy 

and I had very good people t o work with, very fine people to work with 

but I'm one of these peopl e, when I'm tired, I can sit up in a chair and 

I can catnap and over t here I'd sleep four h urs and I slept in my ca r and 

took my sleeping bag. I ha a place I coul d stay but it wasn't up at the 

mine and I nee .ed to be up there. When I came home the first t ime, it was 

only 45 miles, I said t o my husband that I camp out with 4-H kids and 

take my sleeping bag . So I took my sleeping bag and I'd stay up and sit 

around the stove with a group of people and it was very nasty, it was 

cold and rainy and so I would go to bed about four a . l"t. and sleep until 

about 8. I would sleep four hours in a stretch, just die and it seemed t o 

be important to be up there at night. Then the daytime l adies woul d come 

on and I got by on four hou s sleep for that twelve days plus I 'd take 

an hour or an hour and a half in the af ternoon in my car but my car was 

my home. Then I would sit with the people, I would sit on a chair and 

prop back and take a little catnap but I'm one of those people who can 

do that kind f thing. 

It's the same down her e at St. Maries, I'd get about thr ee hours s l eep right 

at the beginn ing but then I'd take a nap; I'd make myself leave this t hing 

and then go tab~ a nap. I can prolong t he need to sleep. 
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DA: What is your :work mainly? 

DH: 1 can also do i ndividual case work, I can do survey and damage assistant. 

What we had going here in St. Maries and I don't do this by any means, 

you can't do this yourself ; I had wonderful peopl e to work with, these 

were volunteers. We can tel l when the water is going up and I start ed 

watching this water come up and from the t i me I left, I went to contact 

the Sheriff's Office and t .ey said ca.11 back in 30 minutes . And I said, 

"well do you want me t o come in?" and they s a.id to call back in 30 min­

utes. I called back in thirty minutes and they said I could get r ight in 

there. In the short dist ance of time by the time I had gotten here the 

water was starting to and so I stayed in there three weeks 

and I stayed at the; our office was in the back of the Dept. of Health 

and Welf are, they t urned over t heir library. I just stayed there, I had 

my s leeping bag and I slep t with three telephones. 

DA: How high does t he water ge t here? 

DH: You see that little t railer dovm below here? Look towards the highway, 

o tin the fielcis down below there' s a horse trailer and t hen if you 

look. farther towards, there's a l ittle house down there, right in that 

same f i eld. Well it's a mineral shed, anyway the water comes up to that 

little shack that's a mineral house but usuall y it come up to that .,Jile 

of brush but I don't know how high it was out here because I was1 'there 

t hen. 

DA: But i doesn't flood your house? 

DH: Oh no we're not in any danger. Anyway what we had going o::. was 24 hours 

of feed in g the dike workers and we had a red cross mob i l e canteen and it 

was dr iven by t he members of the Kiwanis Club. They were businessmen by 

daytime and they had f our hours on and four hours off. They lived on the 

dikes. We heard one fellow on the radio say , "this is somebody on relief, 

I've been here 48 hours and they were just dead but we had a mobile can-
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teen and they never got off of them. They were my operations there as ;r 

was overall director s o I was a coordinator and I had hel p being s eri.t to 
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me. I had some paid s taff from the red cross for one month. We were involved 

in so many places and we worked wi th the Federal Disaster System Agency. 

DA: As a caseworker wha t did you do? 

DH: As a ca~,eworker f i rst there .re several phases, there's an emergency 

phase then there's a diLa ster and that's where everything in on a ma ss 

care and you feed people on a mass basis. Then you get down to the indi­

vidual case wor k which is individual f amily needs. First of all it's 

what they need collectively and 7 hen what do they need i ndividual ly, that' s 

what casework is anrl you look at all the re sources and these peopl e are 

in a state of shock and i t t akes them quite awhile. Here wha of the d 

broken so ther e were nineteen homes out there) it homed about a hundred 

people, i t had wate.r up to the fo r a month because it di dn't drain. 

DA: I didn't realize it was there that long. 

DH: It was after that went down that all these school kids came i n and they 

t ook hay out of the barn and got tons of hay that was threatening spon­

taneous combustion, tremendous kids. l was the one that was working witli 

them. 

DA: Le t me just go through a few of these questions . 

DH: I believe in hel ping people to find t hemselves. 

DA: What a re some of the advantages and disadvantage~ of living i n a rural 

c1Tea? 

DH: I don't know of any disadvantages; f rom my point of view t here are no dis­

advan t ages because I like people, I love people bu I also like my solitu ·e. 

I like also to be able to get away from people so I have never liked to 

live i n a city. I <lon't like living in a bl ock. I don't see any di.sadvan­

tage living in the country. The advantages of living i n the country are 

in the first place, we've br ought up t hree children and they were never 



HARTMAN/ANDERSON 20 

town oriented and to this day they don't like to go to town! ~art of it is 

bringi ng up your children and I like anjmals. It isn't living for me unless 

I have my animals around and I like personal freedom and I like to ob erve 

nature. We s i t here and we watch the deer out that way and the other clay 

I saw a bobcat across the river . I saw two deer and abut an hour later 

I saw t he bobcat. We have the offspray, I like wildlife. 

DA: Do you or yonr husband hunt? 

DH: J\''y husband's a hunter, I 'm not. We sit here and I do not object to people 

hunting. The Bible. says that the fish of the sea and the fowl of the air 

were put on fo r people's benefit. I believe that resources ~ere put on 

earth for people to use. I don' t believe in hunting just for the sport of 

hunting but we've; whatever we hunt, we ea t and we use it all and we're 

not wasteful, we don't fish just for the sport, it is a sport but we eat 

i all, we don 't believe in wastefulness. I have no desir e to hunt. I sit 

here ,nd they t aunt these poor old pheasants befor e the hunting season ;:md 

this turns me off, quite frankly. And t hey're quite pain when t hey shoot 

these pheasants. We always figure this is safe territ0ry, if t 1?.y get up 

t o here. We watch quite a few of them go across our fields and get up 1. 

the brush and I just sit here sile.ntly and wait for those pheasants that 

make it up over here. We had five deer one year running around here; yes 

my husband's a hunter, he's not a trophy hunter, although he's 1:ad people 

here that are trophy hunters and I saw those five deer; I saw them almost 

daily, all duri ng the hunting season nnd Homer J. and the kids would be 

o t hunting and I had five deer tba t I would see down here every day and 

just laughted ab u t it, I rea l l y got a chuckle out of it. I had five 

deer and nobody could ever see t hem. It was almost every day during the 

hunting season, they'd be down arou d the barn, sometimes. I got a real 

chuckle out of tha t. They seemed to know when the hunters weren't around. 

DA: They found a safe place. 
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DA: What are sor.:e of the things you do for recrea tion now and that you did 

when you were a child? 

DH: For recreation ; my husband and I like to go to the horse: races. As I 

was growing Uf.1, we used to go on picnics and my paren ts used to go camp-

ing but now we are. living here where we watch other people do this. We 

don't go camping becaus e there isn't anything any better than right here 

where we are living; besides we have the hot and cold running water. I 

like occa.~ionally I play cards and go out to dinner. I Jfke TV; we have 

a colored TV and we enjoy the TV. We have some people in for dinner. I 

suppose my recreation, personally is combined; my husband is one who 

cares not to have a lot of recr eation, his is more or less felJ owship 

with friends but that's probably our biggest recreation and I believe 

that my volunteering is combined. It's a recreation a s well as being 
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deal t with helping and being constructive. My change of pace is recreation. 

My activities a:ce recreation, I suppose I would have to call it that. 

DA: What sorts of TV shows do you watch? 

DH: I l ike the "Westerns" I like those with the history. On Sunday we find, 

like yesterday WEi watched a kangaroo. We 're intere.sed in the wildlife 

-more fact t han fiction. I like to read suspenseful romantic historical 

novels, historic setting novels. 

DA: What a.bout magazines? 

DH: I don't take a magazine, I buy books instead. Well we take The Ar~ian. 

My husband takes Forbes but I found out that I would rather buy a book 

because I like to read a whole book rather than a. rnagQzine because you 

don't have all the advertisements. If I buy a magazine, it might be the 

Reader 's Digest. It might be but it's not on a regula r basis. The Fami1z1 

Circle has it 1 F: own individual inter ests but I'm not one of these people 

who go in and have to buy a mag~z ine or interesting nc~wspape.r s. 

DA: When you were having your chi ldren, what medical services were available? 



HARTMAN/ANDERSON 22 

DH: Well let's see, when I had my first one that was in ~alina, Kansas. ;I; had 

a good doctor, it was a good thing I did because I was in hard labor for 

fourteen hours . I had good facilities I felt were very adequate. I was in 

the hospital with a l l three of them. 

DA: When you were born, you were born at home? 

DH: I was born at home; My father delivered my older brother because there was 

a snowstorm i n northern Wyoming s o he midwifed my older brother, 

D/i_: Who was the midwife when you wer e born? 

DH: We had a doc tor, his name was Dr. Shunk. 

DA: Where did you learn about childbir th and childraising? 

DH: I grew up in a large family then we always had animals and we lived with 

or animals. Probably from the old momma cat, she always had many ki tties 

and we each had a C'.Qt and so you learn these theorie.s; we didn't talk about 

it in our home a great deal, we should hav1~ though. We. just learned from 

a r a ther practical appr a.ch of having many animals. There was all stages 

of pregnancy from cat birth to dog birth, hatching chickens, calves. It 

was a gradual type of t hing but as far as the actual thing of learning 

about it why it was s omething I picked up. Of course I was old enough, I 

was 24 when my f irst one was born, so there really wasn't too much to learn. 

DA: Did you talk about childbirth and those things with your children? 

DH: Up to a certain; what I tried to do; I didn 't really attempt to initiate 

conversations. If they asked ques tions I tried to ans-.;.;'e.r them and here 

again we had animals. In fact, our cat is spayed rig t now but in the be­

ginning we had a series of momma kitties and my children would be timing 

their pains and we ;:1d one morr.rna kitty who couldn't s ettle down and have 

those kittens unless she had somebody sitting with her and it would be 

one of these two children and o they would be timing her pains for her; 

she wouldn't stay i n that box unless she had somebody sitting wi t h her. 

Then we've had cows and calves, hors.e.s, dogs. But if they ask ques t ions, I 
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answer them. We had the books around and as far s : initiating; I gues s 

I didn't feel that I left out to much. 

DA: What affected the number of children that you have? 
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DH: Physical rensons; the da.y after Wes ley was born I had an appecdectomy and 

a her nia operation. I had an hernia a l l the time I wa s carry··ng him and 

then I had blood clots so six months after he was born I had my main 

stripped for heal th rea.sons. 

DA: Would you of liked to have more children? 

DH: As I sit he1-e, no, I don't think so . I'm quit.1"?. happy with my three hecause 

I'm a grandma. and I work witli many other children . I wasn't really baby 

oriented . When children start becomd'.nge, very very i teresting t o me is 

fr om six months on because then they become little human beings an{ n.ot 

so much 'lelp with little animaJs . 

DA: How many grandchild.ren do you have? 

DH: On e and another one coming. Sarah , sh.e's a very pretty l ittle girl. and 

she's just awful special. Sb.e's the most special grandchild, very good 

natured little girl.. 

DA: Did you encourage your children to go on t o school ? 

DH: Well y1~s indeed. I mean around here it wasn't what you could do; they 

did. 't have to make decisions the fi r st year. We discouraged them fr om de 

ciding before they went what they shoul d take specifically b t we wanted 

them to know what t hey wanted to do generally. We actually discouraged 

them from trying to make this one dec i sion. I changed my major three ·imes. 

Around here, yes that was part of the environment, that you go to school. 

DA: What were you planning on maj oring in during s chool? 

DH: I had wanted t o join the army nurse corps, to be a nurse cadet or some·· 

t hing and rey mother talked me out of it. She was foolis in that respect 

because I thin"· I would've done real well in t his. This was during \\'orld 

War II. I was ag-r tc.ultura lly oriented because I helped my fa ther out; I 
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liked i t ; I fed his cows and everything. I kked on q ranch and I worked 

from 4:30 to eleven and I s t arted ou t scrambling the horses and I even 

rode hors s through a f ire when I was about e ighteen. I really wanted to 

take agriculture but th~t didn't seem to be really in my mind as J wasn't 

really practical and so I firs t majored in education and I; bless him, 

I won't say since this may be for prosterity, I won't say who i.t was, but 

:Lt was right after lunch, the dullest educa tional class I ever t ook in 

my whole life. Of course I was working 1ny way through and I fE·J t there 

were reasons hat this just wasn't for me. I still l i ke teaching but I 

could not see myEelf sittJng through that introduction t o education with 

this dry, dry, dry teacher, so I thought I'd just get into agriculture. 

So I transferred to a college of agricult re so I conclu, ed that year in 

gr iculture. I had these seven years and I came back and majored in diet­

etics and somebody said what happened and I said, "I grew up'' I ~ 

have a set thing in my mind what I wanted to do. 

DA: Have you really used what you l earned in the dietetics? 

DH: I haven't used j_ · professionally unless you wa t to count food judging. 

I did some part time home a.gen work do\<TJ. here. My children had t,'.> 

allergies and I really utili.:ed this for my own use and I have hared that 

with other people. If ! would ever of done a mcisters, i.t would of been 

on food allergy bec,wse my children had such food allerges. 

DA : Were they tested for it? 

DH: No I n.ev. r tested them for i t because of my own training, but :lt was ob­

viously fru i t so then I developed rec ipes which was mainly wheat aller-· 

gies which they all outgrew. They changed and I really didn't want to sub­

ject them to all these little needles and so I t hought the last thing I'll 

do is have them t e sted but I .,as able to stay on top of it. I wouldn not 

of been able to had I not had this dietetic. I used. i.t in community ser­

v j_ce and cooking for 4--H. 
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DA: Are you involve in any church activit ies? 

DH: My church, I 3ed to all the time I was a Catholi.c and as I s aid I separa­

ted after three years from the ma.n I married and I said I won't go into 

it and o then the man I married I was excommunicated but I attended the 

Ep iscopal Church in th,~ rr.eantime. I consider myself a Catholic but my 

hildr en are not Catholic, they are Ep iscopal. 

DA: Is your husband Episcopal? 

DH: No, he's a Protestant He' not r eally chur ch minded but yet he bel ieves 

in the ten commandments, he lives them but he's one of these people who is 

not chur ch oriented, not fo r mal church . I used to t ea.ch the Sunday School 

when my children wen~ little. I taught a year for each child, I had. to go 

into the Episcopal and there wasn't a conflict f interes t ecause I to ld 

the children, I l aught firs t graders ad I enjoyed. it immensely and I 

taught for thr ee years. I taught one year for e ,::i.ch 

DA: Did your family have a lot of religion? 

.child I had. 

DH: Yes we do; we have Presbyt erian, United Brothers, Mormon, Lutheran, 

Catholic. My parents were nondenominational but we went to Sunday SChool 

t hey were not Catholic. They were Protestant. I had one brother that was 

an Evangelist:, yet we never quarreled over r eligion, to each his own. 

DA: Is that something your parents taught you? 

DH: YEis, we believe that people have the right to ; we believe in the Bibl e and 

our children an~. encouraged to read the Bible and our childrer: do 

read the Bible , believe it or not. Let me go bclck farther t!:lan this. I 

brought my children up going to Sunday School while I worked in it and 

these were Protestant Sund .e.y School s and then I saw in the Literature. 

I do not bel:i.eve in such a thing tha t there is ac ne world government 

o.nd it see:ned as tho gh nothing except litEirature 

I would hate tu t hink of the hypocrisy and the politics if we were ever 

turned in o a one wor l d governmen t. Anywe.y i.t seemed dS though much of 
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d a1·.m.ed a, .. t 1.._-lu_· s the church material and t ~_e Sunday School niateria l pecan;e .. . 

overall, too much one world governmen t . That's quite alien f rom my inde-· 

pendent s oul so I qui t frankly to stop tak i ng my childr en to Sunday School 

after church. It was the Bible and they do read it and t hey have always 

read it . When they got old enough if they cared to go to Sunday School or 

church that wa ~; fine. I felt that the se Sunday Schools wer e departing 

from rel ·gion and I just felt tha t it was an internal th ing so that it 

was a pacifistic point of view and I can't tolerate that in my mind so 

I have the Bibl e, it's sent imental, read it and you make your own 

mind and not be influenced by hor.ses yoY know f r om where. I didn't like 

the mot:i.ves from the i r interp etations .. I hate to be. so suspicious but 

at t his stage T'm thoroughly suspici ous of t he motives of s cme educa.t rs 

and these big in a ll concep t 1,10vements . I wouldn 1 t like to 0 ,-::i.ll them 

communism because you can 't say t hat, a socialistic movement and I'm 

anti socialistic I t inter:!:eres with your freedom of mind. 

DA: ·what do you think about the welfare system? 

DH: You kn.ow I ran fo :t office and I ran on the basis of the right of t he in-

divi dual. Now I believe i n giving hd .p to the handicapped • in giving 

a s sistance t o the aged. I believe in assistance to those people w o really 

need it. I canw up in a family that wa s poor. There was no such thing a s 

welfare i our home. We lived wi t b what we had, we worked with the ha.nds 

that we had. The way I was brought up wa a t o be on wel fare was a shameful 

thing and I suppose I've carried over some of t hat. I do not feel that 

it is a shameful thing for the elderly. They really need help, they are 

living longer and they have t o have hel p and I think we should give it to 

them. I feel that the mer.tally ret arded, if t hey need the help, they shoul 

have it. I feel we shoul d have progr ams to hi~lp the handicapped. But I 

would ho e that all welfare i s given in a .onstruct iv e manner , here agait , 

I would hope it isn' given like spreading salve on a ow. 



HARTM.Al\1 / ANDERSON 27 

da; wha t office did you run fo r ? 

DH~ r ran for state representatiye; I" wc1.s the firs t '-'Oman from Benewah County. 

If I ciidn' t run it would be f or personal reason and family n~asons and 

a lso becaus e. it was pr bably just a.s well that I didn't run because; I 

didn't: win but I st i l l know a number of legislators and I can accomplish 

much by working on the outside and you need people who live in a conununity 

and who will come forth. I worked on tha t legislature asap~ fession 

had I been do~m there. 

DA: How do you feel about women in politics? 

mi: Oh my I thi nk there should be more in it. I am not what y u would call an 

avid women's liber , I'd like to have th- t made pla i n. I do not f eel that 

I'm in any conipetition with any men . It's thei r problem , I think, if I 

am compe t ing with them. Personally I don't compete wjth anybody but myself. 

I'm a woman liber t o t he point f view that I feel that women shou l d be 

able t develop themselves t he maximum a.nd yotA.'d.1. be surprised at how much 

logic that women would have if they did not have t o f ·_rst consider a malE: 

ego, befo"r"e they could became t hemselves . I think t ha t women to a certain 

ex tent are bi ding their head in th l~ sand, some of it like i t that way , 

some of them don't rea lly care t o get out and meet the ch~/lenge. I believe 

thR. t women as a whole ha.v,::=. to; I still think the1:e's not this equalit y, 

I think they have to work harder to achieve the things a man. I think a wo­

man should be able to be re cognized on individual achievements but yet 

I'm no t a woman's libber. Those ·. who wish t o do nothing but stay in the 

house and take care of babies, just be a femin i ne woman a.d not be involved 

well that's more power to her, women l ike me, thank goodneB:3 I have a hus­

ban who allows me t o do this bu t I don't feel that men ·should consider 

wome.n who are able to do t hings 

DA: When you were away did your husband take care of the children ? 

DH: We have a littl e thing r ight now, of course the baby now is almost 18; in 
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the fores t service, he was gone a great deal. l even got into se,ri?_µs 

work out of self defense beca.use he was gone so much and yet he wa.s a 

man; I can't say he was anti-social but he was non-·social, it isn't 

impor ant to him, see. I have a mind that's too crc,ative to sit in the 

four walls of a house, I had to have outlets and so I became involved in 

Connnunity Service . So yes, he did, he neve r took his vacation, he was 

that kind, mayb he'd take a half a day at a time. So what I wouJ.d do, 

I would general y say I had a meeting and so he did. Rad I not gone 

otherwis e he would of just' bec:,n from the house. So m;,.ny of 

the forest service fellows , some of them come and go, I'm using them 

because that was my experience and they became ject from the house be-­

cause they were gone so much. I became involved and I became involved 

quite heavy and I was gone at times, he s t ayed home with the children, 

well they real.ly got acquainted wit h poppa and poppa go t acquaint ed with 

the ch ildren and he was a bachelor when I married him, he was 41, no 45. 

could not do these things if he did not allow me, if he fussed or if 

his ego was involved bu . we both do not leave t his place at the same 

time. He has two brothers in Oregon, bachelor. brothers, I stay at home 

and take care of things while he is gone. Tn the beg:inning my parents 

wou.J. d come her(~ and stay and they became to elde ly so I would stay and 

take care of .heplace and two weeks every suruffier Homer J. would take 

the kids and go to Oregon and thi s was a gr a. t experience for all of us. 

I stay when he goes on a fishing trip and he stays when I go but we both 

don't leave thiE: place at t he same time because we live to close to the 

hi ghway and we feel we wouldn't have much left: standing when we come 

back. We don't have garage doors and the cow will get out, you kn w they 

are forever get ing out but at the mos t unexpected times ~omething is 

28 

out on the r oe.d and we, have three dogs and four cats and iI you have ani­

mals you have to take care of _hem. Who else would com€', and take care of 
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tbr.ee dogs and four cats and kee:p t hem home7 

DA: I think theres' an advantage in having nex t. door neighbors, it' s not so 

hard then to ask omebody t o take car - of them. 

DH: So we both don't go. 

DA: What are s ome of t he most connno theings your husband asks you about? 

DH: ur interests are stocks , he' s no t a talkative man, I'm the talker and 

he's the people and I'm the politician. We talk about business things, 

s tocks and bonds. We t a lk about the livesto k, we both garden, this is a 

family affair, gardening i s. Somebody said, "how do you manage out thtff e?" 

I'm quite a positive person, he was cha irman of t he schoolboard and he was 

also a boss, he was my boss and somebody says, "how do you manage out ther(~ 

as to who' s going to do what? And I said, "we ar e both ch~efs, I don' t in­

terfere with his chiefton and he doesn 't interfere with mine and that's 

just the way it is. If I have a qu stion and I want to ask him, I'll ask 

him and he ' 11 givE· me his opini on and I may or may not ake it and the 

same way i f he ask questions, I'll answer . He'll say, here ma read this 

wha t do you t hink about i t? " I'm always glad to g:ve my opin ion. I just 

love to g:1.ve opinions . Anyway that's mainly the way we work it. I'm en­

couraging him t o write because he is well able to write and speak and I 

type and I sa i d, well you know you should write . 

DA: When 1,.rere you en ourageing him to wri te ? 

DH: Wel l his father, they were an old fami l y in sou t hern Oregon and they 

_i ve in one of the oldes t houses, his brothers do and they built the 

covered b .. idges in Jackson Coun ty. Homer J . was the baby and he can 

write w1::ll. So I jus t pi.eked up a book, I'm a lways scanning in my t r a­

vels bE!Cause I like to travel but I always scan these book stands and 

I brought back f rom Boise a couple of weeks ago l d places t o write, the 

publishers and all. I told him, you plan on -writing, I could always type 

it> i t 's not everybody t hat has their own built i n typist" because I 
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used to be a s t enograph - I didn' t care for i but now I'm glad that I 

can do it because now I can type so I think we ' re both going to be doing 

some wd ting . 

DA: What would you be writing about? 

DH: I'm interested in Indians. Of course we li.ve here on ,Jhat the I n.cians still 

consider part of the reservation and I'm i nt erested in history . I am cur­

rently taking a two credit cours , from Cheyney and it' s called "The Law 

and the Native American" and I'm to prepare a teaching unit and I'm also 

working with this Indian family. What I ha.v,~ to parti.c alrly write about; 

now my daughter, Sally , can anima te, make animate animals and we've had 

some pets some wildlife that we've kep t for awhile and we had this old pet., 

Boe Boomer and I just had to sort of morta. l ize Bil l Hoomer from 

because he was a very gent le bull and I raised him from a baby cllf and 

he almost died and I thought this would be in'·eresting fo r children; you 

know I could jus t start o t t .at Boom was a baby bull and then I could 

tell that when he grew up that he was a big gentle bull and Boomer's 

children, of course that 1 s what our calves are j then have my daughter 

illustrate that and rny sister is an artis t a.nd she paints Indians and a 

long time ago she said why don't you write and I'll illustra t e .. So this 

hug is really biting me. so I've decided that I'd like to w ite chil dren's 

bo ks too but my start wi J. be Indian children . I'll have to weave fact 

into my hi.story, children's stories. 

DA: Is there any particul ar story or history behind that picture right there? 

DH: My husband acquired those a photographer posed the.BE! Indians and we hav«~ 

about six of them. Ho,-,ever my s L, ter has used a number of those fol' a 

model for her own pa i n tings. l{e just happ ned to like it and so I intend 

to wri.te and I'm going to ·write children's stories. I feel that I can do 

it from a children's point of view and I happen to like children, I enjoy 

children and relate to them. Like on Saturday I was very privileged, I 
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and a friend, one of t: e Coeur d 'A,lene ;r:nclia s, ~e d9n l t .,agree on "'Xe1i?'<:::.. 
• . • , .. '! : , . ,. ~ ~ 

thing but I'm ver y honest with them. J did disaster work fo r them in 1964 

before a l l this confusion cam about so I was invited to attend the dedi-

cation in the administration building and I w;:i. s highly honored and I 

asked the chairman of the tribal town, I told them that I was going to 

be preparing a unit and asked if I could share it with the tribal council> 

J thought I would like to. Another thing I'm going to doj it's so 

I can hardly make sense about it bu wl:.ile I was over ther e , one of the 

ladies said she'd like to have me help me, maybe you can help me, I'm 

supposed o get together 20 Indian children, youth to learn about govern-­

ment and she said we'd have to ge t a director and I said~ that I would 

be glad to just work ·dth you a s a consultant as a volunteer because I'm 

interested in i t , too. Tentatively we are going to involv these Indian 

children and government, the Tribal council and my part is we want to 

involve them in the county government and politics so they can see a 

democratic conference . I'm a republican and t his lay is a democra · and 

they should see _hat we have our differences but we can still work to­

ge ther. And i• 's pretty fascinating and carry this on t o a state legisla-

tive and congress and I represent a congressman i n this county, Congri:~ss-

man Simms and so we v.ill arrange that thf!Y see all theirs. But t his is 

going to be rea l fascin~ting. 

DA: Is there a lo t of prejudice in this area? 

DH: No , I don't think that there is any prejudice . We've had these children, 

and I said to thei r f her one time because they were in our 4--·H group 

and they would segregate themselves because these 4-H children wer e not 

prejudice. I sa ·d to this fa her, "the prejudice :=: are withi n your child­

ren, these children are more ·ban willing, and your children segregate 

themselveH because we have this 4--H club, rr.aybe forty kids around here 

and tw of them would be sit i ng over in the corner with the dog all by 
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themselves. But now they socialize, it took ~tist a few rears, that was 

at the beginning, but I enjoy Indians, I like them. 

DA: I went to Casper, Wyoming this spring and in the process we went by these 

houses that were all alike and later we ran into some peopl e and found 

out that; his wife had served us lunch on our tr,f.p going to Casper, we 

ran into them on the way back. I really picked up a lot of Indian pr ejudices 

f r om them plus I've heard it in other places. 

DH: I beli eve now that some of this prejudice might be over this Hayburn Stat e 

Park. You see there is the Indians; well 1 1 11 go back, The one reason I 

took that cour se was to understand; r ealiz1pg t hat we are s itting her e on 

what was traditionally Indi an ground, this was t r aditional campground and 

the mission was right in here somewhere. I felt well gee mayb we're up­

seting too and so when that course came about I enrolled in it. A lot of 

it was to learn from the south but also to help relate to the Indians. 

I real ly don't have a prejudice, I love them, they're very vunerable, they 

are s t ill vulnerable to people, they t r ust you and I think thi s has been 

one of their problems. Originall y this reservation was 300,000 acres and 

it is now down to 79,000 ard so 200,000 of it wa s sort of away 

from them and they said they agreed to it. I don't thi nk a lot of them 

knew what they wer e agreeing to. I don't think they can be hel to this 

sayi.ng well they agreed t o it without being ful l y aware with what they 

were agreeing to and this was all opened up for homes t ead, see. I do not 

obj ect at all to restitution or compensation being given t o the Indians. 

Now I don't say these present day real estate values but as I stopped 

the 
there that day , their claims are not present day values. Like• C()lispell 

they claimed fo r four million acres a t $1.34 an acre, they ended up with 

a claim of two million. I can't si t here and s ay I'm for individual rights 

unless I include them in my individual rights, because t heir right s are 

just as important . I told them this, I said that I was talking to some 
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lady, "I'm interested in your rights in preserving them and I'm also 

interested in preserving mine because we can't preserve yours without 

mine being preserved." They need to know this , too. Anway there's a b:tg 

controversy as a par t of their land, all this in here was Indian land 

and t hat 600,000 acre Hayden Park was Indian. They signed an agreement , I 

unders tand, that t he State of Idaho, allowing the state jurisdiction 

wi t h the idea that it be public recreation. The Indians say because of all 

these individual houses and what no t t hat they have not kept the agree-· 

ment so they 're asking for the 600,000 acres of that Hayden Park back from 

the state of Idaho. If there is prejudice it w uld be mainly based n this. 

My attitude on that is, I don't know what the agreement i s but the attorney 

general had said, I believe he said in his opinion the state had not lived 

up to the terms of t heir agreement and now they are meeting with the inter-· 

ior department. Well I don't feel prejudice towards t hem because I feel if 

that really was the agreement then I feel the s tate is bound to keep t hat 

agreement with t he Indians as they would with me, I hope they would. So 

:r:'m anxious t o wait and see but I don 't have any prejudi e towards them 

becaus they have said the s ta te of Idaho have not fo llowed the terms of 

the ~reement, we want that property back or e lse, see, so I'm just sitting 

here waiting, but I don't have any prejudices against them. 

DA: I was wonder ing what feelings you have from them. 

DH: I thi nk that people are feeling threatened. I don't think it's a per sonal 

prejudice as mayie it might be an economic prejudice; I don' t think it's 

a personal prejudice because the Indians are Indians . 

DA: Is t here anything else tha t you would like to add on the tape? 

I think we've covered the i mportant t hings. 

DH: Yes, I would like to add something. I think 'ma humanitarian, I mean a 

humanitarian is a hard core practical ity and t hat practicality makes rne 

become uite an aggressive defender of my rights aJ.d I'd do the s ame for 
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other peopl 's rights. I feel tha t on that bas is now, see t his is my 

third year as president of the St , Joe Valley Associati on and on the 

basis of the trends and the research that I have done, I feel personally 

threatened and I feel tha t we are thr eatened of our way of life by too 

much government and I r eally am qui te anti federal agency and continual 

perpetuation of federal agency and I believe tha. t the mos t local unit 

of goverru:1ent, no matter how lousy it is there's a that could be. 

It's still be tter and it has to be more responsive than s omebody sitting 

at a de sk in Wash ington D.C. I really do see our way of life threatened 

and the way i t's coming back and I s ee a trend t owards replacing legi s­

lative action; i n other words , action and policy f rom elected legisla­

tors, I see that in danger. of be i ng overwhelemed by pol i cies wr i tten by 

what I call the non-elected untouchables and t hese are committee co ncils 

and commissions because we're so many agencie s and of cour se, this i s the 

string t o federa l funding t hen the federal gover nment, they'll say i t 's 

the people, well thi s is the people here nnd it's the people tha t's sit­

ting somewhere else and I do believe that many of these commissions are 

commit t ees have people with special interests serving on t hem. And I do 

say that more people need to get i nvolved i n t he politics, they don't 

like it:, they're boring but they are liv "ng with them and they should ge t 

involved in these commissions and commit t ees and hel p rrake a sol ution. 

I feel very th-r eatened t o our way of l i fe by these non-elected untouch­

ables; t hat's the biggest t hing, I think . So many of the actions I take 

and so many of the, things I do are aimed •.•.. (end of tape) 

DA: What is the St. Joe Association doing; are yuu jus t working against the 

St. Joe's River's Act? 

DH: We are wor king against, it's t oo bad you have to use negative things 

for a positive approach. We are a group of several hundred landowner s 

a.nd our atm is to prot ect the rights of private owners . We are threatened 
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by several layers of federal government in t his valley . One is for est 

service under the Hild and Scenic Rivers Act and tha t would be manage­

men t . Also one of the things that bothers us is -hat the forest service 

has conduc ted a study so they have been the s tudiers, they have developed 

a criteria by which the study is conducted and then there will be the 

managers , Now I don't feel tha t is objective, how can you be obj ective? 

There is no economic impac t statement, there is an environmental i mpact 

statement but there has not been an economic impact study done. As to 

what it wil l cost. 

DA: So the environmental statement hasn't been COTll.r leted then? 

DH: Well the environmentnl statement , they tell me, I have a very hard time, 

it' s l ost somewhere, it is i n the mill . I understand the environmental 

draft statement is in Missoula. We will be monitoring it, I keep it moni­

tored. 

DA: 

DH: I cannot say that, this is a carefully guar ded secret kept a secre t by the 

f orest service , they t e ll me these impact studies will be made available 

to everybody a~ once, aft r it's fil ed in the federal register. But th8t 

means t here will be so many levels for grounds for approval before we ever 

get the chance to look at it. But c allenge it, we will. I 'm sure t ha t 

there's many things in there which we will probably challenge them. One 

of the things that we t hink will be real inter esting is t o see how t he 

Forest Service reconciles and this isn' t s omething I'm taking off without 

my head t ha t at their hearing and the input, these people in grea t classi-

f:i cation are greatly o tnumberecl , those thnt were We know it; 

not one hearing but both hearings. In the beginning, probably 90% of the 

values of classif:i.cation so then the f rest service; we have t o this is a 

national concern, we have to get people input nationally. So while they 

were busy, we HE!re developi ng our own public, we have a nattonal public, 
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too. We have several hundred members, we have several thousand people on 

a mailing Jist. We went to work and. we got input from 20 s tates and then 

we had a cross sec tion of people that wrote to the forest ser.rice. So we 

went to work and we developed a na t i onal publi c. 

DA: Is there any a_ternative plans that you've de.-Jeloped? 

DH: We feel there should be more clas sification and the r eason is; all the 

reasons originally from t hree years ago and t he environme.nt alists said 

development on a f l ood plain, this was t he big rea :3 n, they hnd to have 

this long river bed, implemented. Now as a result of the 

floods we have a federal agency in here with f lood plans only. These flood 

plains are und er the Federal Disaster Protect ion Act of 1973 and it i s 

administrated by i t . 

DA: What does that do? 

DH: It restricts the poSS i .bi l :i. ties and wha t can be done otl the f l ood plain . 

It has to b f lood proofed if they have any, if there's any leaks. We 

also have t he state Department of Health and they are responsible for the 

quality of water and they have set forth some very great restrict i ons. 

Betwe en those t wo that is taking care of the reasons the envir onmenta l ists 

were t a lking about originally. 

DA: They actually prevent any further development? 

DH: Yes. Now there isn't to much polluti on out here; yes there's some pollu­

tion.Tis year we had a number of trout right here i.n front. 

DA: I was going to say, do you go fishing out her e ? 

DH: I'm not much of a f isherman , I let him bring them t o me and I cook them. 

I l ike to fish but I'm busy doing other things. We've had a r eal good 

s eason of f ishing and the trout is probably the first thi ng to die out in 

a pol l u t ed area s o I can't buy t his big ollution t hey are hol lering about. 

Not when we've eaten 
'fRntti 

the cut·· throat"-.tha t I've eaten this spr i ng. The 

H,~alth Dep t. i.s getting with it and they are forcing the waterfall be 
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be closed and the co mty build i ng permits are requir ~d as a resul t of this 

fl ood. Wha t reason then would you have? The r eason is the Federal land 

grab i s the public l and grab and I really f eel the environmentfl l concern 

i very sec ndary but i.t is for a b g recreat ional boom which wil l overuse 

the river. I think they ar e using the enviromnent as a big recreational 

boom which is alright if they were used, i f they want to go the route of 

everybody else and purchase proper .y or whatever. Just as a side by public 

dec r ee, you know for this eminent domain why I can pay the t axes and s t i 1J 

be reliable and still can't do what I want on my own property, that's 

what it amounts to. I've mad e a little personal pledge to my elf. I have 

learned a l o t, personally and from three years and I'm able to talk and 

I'm a le to write and people will listen and I just made a little pledge. 

I can't think of any better way to spend the r est of my life in stirk ing 

out my feet and l et ting the empire buil ders and the bureaucracies stumble 

over t hem and tha t 's what it amounts to. I have ever ything to lose anyway. 

It's not finished ye , by any means. One of he things I hope to do; the 

Reader's Digest sev ral years ago wrote about this Wild and Scenic Act 

and about the gr eat thing it was and I had thought it would be good to 

try one of those first persons awards, not this is the other side of the 

coin, from a point of view as president of this organization point out 

s me of the policies and things. 

DA: The Bill of Rights for the rivers , I seen t hat. 

DH: I thi nk I could put that together. 

DA: Do you freeze foods? 

DH: oh yes, I freeze and I can. 

DA: 
dR~ 

Do you~ anything? 

DH: I have a dehydra ter and I make jerky. 

DA: I'd like to see your dehydrater . 

(End of in t erview on tape 16 side 1) 
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