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The followi ng interview is of Elsie Nelson ea rly in the year of 197 5 in 
Mosco,;.;' , Idaho. The. interviewer is Isab --.11 Miller. 

EN: It's kind of nice to grow old a nd have as many frfencls as I hav,2. 

You know once in awhile when I s it here at n ight, I get a n inspiration 

and I thi r..k of som thing that I want to put down because I; wheu you 

get to be 84 years old, you d o-1 't know how many more years you're gonna 

be. here and we en I see soru ~ of the pitiful things. Several people hav e. 

been hen2 that were real bright in their mind just a year or two ago. 

IM: Thati s an impor t.ant thing for you to be doing now, isn't it~ to record 

things? 

El\: Now on,2. thing I'd like to do ; ( t ape is shut off) 

My n ephew and his sister a nd brother 2.nd my brother Carl fr om California 

who has a beautiful home and e ·ery thing :in California. TherE! al l scatter =- cl 

throughout the different states and he says, "you know what I used to do 

--·hen I was a kid? I used t . be honory and I used to do all kinds of thin.;s 

and perked. up their ears and that 1:.·as fun." And we went in to the bathroom 

and t ey had to take the bathtub out be cause the f1 oor had ·rotted. So 

they took the tub and the old fashi ned bathtub and that's a story by it-

self when we got the bathtub , He said, "see this part here, it look 6 like 

it's been patched, h . said. It used to be t he roller fo r.- t he t.owe..l, we 
+o u,t./ 

used to hav e roller~ made ou · of linen crasp that mother made. A 

whole bolt of linen c ::-:-asp (? ) and make these roller t wels becatke they 

were easy to wash , they we re linen. Hi: said one t ime they di<ln't let n e 

go with them to town, they had the horse and buggy and I he] ped tbe1r1 

hitch up the horse and buggy and rn.y goodness they didn't let me go to 

town, I he.cl to stay h ome and I was mad. And so when I got in here to wash 

my hand s in the bathtub I just thought, "well I'm just gonna kn ck that 

wall out," and I took my f ist and mad e a bole in it 2.nd cracked it just 

below the tow~!l rack so t hey had to patch that. The little grand nephew, 

Stevi e said, "Uncle Carl, <lid you reaJly do that?" He says, "I sure did " 

We were in the old dining room remi nded us hew mother ah1ays had a. Xmas 
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cactus ther ,?. and in the winter we' d. walk home. from school; we walked 

most of the time but s ometimes i:1 the winter, dad would take the sleigh 

and go and get us . We didn' t ave a tel ~phone not until 1916 . He'd just 

hook up the bob sled and a. team of horses and go u p to a certain place 

where he used to stop and i f it was a. real bad day , we knew he would be 

2 

t here to take us home. So cne or two of the kid s would go u p there fir st 

c1nd watch for him and ignal t o the others so we all had to go at the 

same time, you know. 

L~: Did you come into Moscow? 

EN : Sure we went to Moscow all the time . I'm the only one that went to a 

country sch0ol and I went there for t hree weeks and only three weeks be-

cause they found that we had t o walk over to that country sch ol over by 

Tomen's Butte . 

IM: It wab east of your house? 

EN: Yes and we walked there but we didn't belo:.1g to this; our farm and our 

hos was in the N scow School Distric t so we had to go there so from t he.n 

on why we were real happy. Mother .s.lways had her cactus and it always 

bloomed before XJnas, great b ig ; it was 50 years old and I wen t. t o Europe 

and I just didn't take care of it and I was supposed to take care of it 

at the hot .1, well I ask d somebody else to take. care of it and they did. 

It just flowered and bloomed. and mother, she just loved flowen; and she 

knew how to take care of it; we always had nice flowers and plants in our 

house . This was another time that he had t o stay hom,2 and he cl L:l that ac­

cidentally , he knocked something in the widow on the outside, the dining 

r om window and broke the window so father always repaired the window 

that he br oke. He' d take putty; c.o you know .what that is? 

IM: Ye s I do 

EN: They'd take that putty and stuff i t a.round the edge and he took tha t pane 

in tcw11 and pu t i .t in the wagon and it 80t: broken s o he couldn't put it ,,J • .._ 
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So then he went a second time and he had bad luck with it this titrte c.nd 

it broke again. The pane was broken when. he got home, he though he was 

careful, I'm no t sure if he took it hornE~ or the h:l r ed man; we used to al·­

ways have a hi_red ma n when they boys were sma ll. He was pa id by tr_e year, 

he lived there. So dad says, " I know wha t I'm gonna do, I'm gonna walk 

to t own." It wa.s a little over two miles. And he walked to t own and he 

brought the pane home and put it in. Well when we look ba ck and think of 

the effort they had t o go through, there was nobody to call and yuu just 

had to take car e of your problems. 

IM: You had to be se f sufficient. 

EN: You had t: be self sufficient. Luckily my father was aggressive and he 

didn 't believe in painting the hou ·e or papering the wa.11s and thingH 

like that like some f ,:1rmers t ried to do everything . He said, "my j ob is 

to form and get good crops and I hired s omebody to; like maybe when we 

papered maybe the dining room fo r xmas and a l ays had ev rything ready 

for a b:lg xmas and you 're gonna have a his tory and I'm gonna. give you a 

description if Xmas at home . 

IM: Yes I'd like to hear that but be sure you tell us now what your mother 

did all the t:lme. We're specially interested in what the women were doing 

in th se days. 

EN: I'll be sure and tell you that ., I'll finish telling you about my brother. 

Ac dad fixed that; I won't tell the Xmas story yet. We were going to 

c~OS!.1AJ11 
school and walking t o school and ne thing when we got -o the olsac~0sm 

we walked on the. railroad tracks, because it wasn 't muddy and it was 

cl ser, and v.'e just skipped along the t1dl- and we had to walk 3/1~ of 

a mile til we got to t at cor:..er and then we went on t he tide clear 

down i n the town then we took off and there WPre suppos ed to be sidewalK':> 

but there wasn' t . In the su.nm1ertime our shoes got pretty dus t y. Like on 

Sunday School we'd stop at my grandmother rs house, t hat's my ma ternal 
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grandmother and grandfather, t hP.y always ha.<l. a nice place, they lived in 

this part, in fact they didn 't live very far from here. So we'd. always 

cut across and go by ther e to their house and say hi to grandr.1a and 

grandpa and grandpa w uld always go and get a rag and wipe of f our shoes 

before we'd go to schoo l and th.:1 t was Sunday and Monday and we'd a.lways 

stop just for a couple of minutes bec,:1use we wouldn 't have much time. 

Then we had t o take our l unch to school, we brought our l u ches, no ho t 

lunches and we always had good clothes, n t jeans. 

IM: That was important for your family wasn 1 t it? 

EN: Yes, that ptc. ture of the hrothers; there were. . ·even bro t hers, three of 

them w-r e older, one sister and four of them were younger, my younger 

sister and I was the olde.st and so we brought OU lunches. I got up 

early in the mor ing about the time that we were an going t o school, 

not all of us maybe there were a few at home tha t were small , to small 

t go to school. There were ten of us all toget her; at leas t five br -· 

theres a. .•. d. myself 2.nd. my sisters that had l unch. Mother always baked 

bread, she made 4-0 loaves of bread a week , three times a week, she made 

all the bread, she baked, she made r olls, buns, they were good too, we 

put butter on them and stuff and we had milk , coffee, we got a litt le bit 

of coffee in our milk sometimes just beg for it ad mother l et us have it 

it didn't :.urt us either and we always had good me.als and I'd fix the 

lunches in +-lie morning. First I got the bre.akfast star t ed, I got up at 

5 o'clock, I've done this mos t of my life and then I'd start the break­

fas t , you'd have to bui1 c. a fire in the kitchen stove, see and put the 

cofee and inaybe the water for the mush and then mother w ld help to SE:e 

that the. children were getting dressed, t he younger childn~n. By this 

time several of them were able to d:.ess themselves and then when I got 

the breakfast started, mother woul d get down a.nd I'd put up all thes ,2. 

lunche, a.nd I made sa 1clwiches. and we always had hom,2. cured meat. Slte 'd 
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have it cooked or dried beef a nd cured. 

IM: J>id you make the dried beef there? 

EN: Yes, my mother wo ld; they bu tchered before ·.xmas a.nd they butchered s ev­

eral times. When thE!Y butchered two or t hree week s before Xmc1.s they would 

eat as much of the meat fresh as possible • E~cause it was cold, we didn't 

have auy cold storage or even refrigeration, but we had a. -ellar but it 

w uldn't keep very long so we had to cure it and then we'd have chickens, 

roast goose, r ast duck a. cl all thosE~ things and even some w:U.d meat 

. on,etimes. W used that for our sandwiches and we alway~: had cupcakes or 

cookie.E., or some ·hing swee t and always apples, good apples, we had a whole 
fRe.e.S 

big orchard of wonde.r ful apples.J\and so we a l ways had apples. The boys 

didn 't want to have a lunchbox so I wrapped the s a ndwiches i !"l passing pa.­

per and mo t her bought this passing paper nearest I can remembe r , in rolls 

i t was some kind of waxed paper , it wasn't like what we have now, not: any­

thing like that, it was heavier waxed paper and I was very stingy with 

t hat becaus we were s :i.ngy with what we used, we didn' t waste anything. 

The we'd wrap i~he sandwiches in tha. t and wrap n wspaper a.r ound it, we 

have enough newspaper , some farmers didn't have ver) r:any newspa pers, ma~r-­

be they'd have one a week but we. a .h.ays had enough news paper. Then we 

always saved ou r s a cks and wra pping paper that we go t with groceries, w 

wouldn't put them in a bi.g sack y u know for our lunch, and we'd put 

s tring a round it, s av . our string from our gr oceries a nd packages and mo-

ther would wind it and ma ke a ball out of it and I'd have plEnty of 

stri.ng for them .~.nd the ki. ,s just could put them in their coa.t pocket or 

just carry it like that on their f i nger and t hen they c ould throw jt 

away and I didn't have to wash a~1y lunchboxes so I wa.s glad of that, but 

I just hated that. We always had dinner '-'hen we got home, m ther planned 

i t so tha. t when all of us were home and when we all got h ome at the sa:ne 

time b e cause even wh en we walked they younger ones could walk home alone 
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and ·when I was in Hi gh School , maybe I'd walk home a l one, too when it 

was nice and when it was bad I had to arrange to g1~t their on tha t trans --

portation whatever my f a ther had , the old or else the sleigh. 

They younger chi ldren had to wait someplace, wait in school., they l e t them 

do that , they had to let them do that. Mother had a d t nner, she always had 

a good dinner. We used t o have fresh meat lots of times because we'd buy 

fresh meat, when we didn't have any other meat, we'd have f , e sh meat par t 

of the timi~ 1:ut we also had roast perk and b1~E:~f. The neighbors would get 

togP. t her and t hey'd kill one young beef or a veal roast . We 'd take a half 

of the bee f and the neighbors would take half or some thing like tlw t. 

Even two o.r three f armers and they divided it up that way so they could 

have f r esh meat, Pork chops and chicken, turkey and we had gees1so we 

always had a good dinner and always had <lesser~. Hy mother made wondexful 

pie, she made pie o t of lard mostly but Bhe made r eal good crus ts. 

IM: Tha.t would've come from the hogs t ha. t you butchered? 

EN: Yes that's right; we hart utter and th e shorte,ning and for cookies and 

cakes, w0. a J.ways had plenty of butter and i,:e used that for our shorten­

ing . We even f r ied chicke :in butter lots of tim,~.s becau. e we had plenty 

of butter and mothe r didn't sel:l the butter, some f armers sold all of 

it a.nd they didnit have much and I think on the aver age our fantily was 

as well taken care of as any family. 

IM: You got good fo cl. and good clothes. 

E~1 : My mother was very conservative and she h8.c1 been r a i sed an only child, 

you might say, she was 14 years old when her one brother wa s born, she 

was almost o ~t of the way and marr i ecl before he was there . She had be.en 
A/€ VJ 

raised in own, she'd never been on a farm before, i t wa.s a~ cxper-

iencc for her. 

IM: Do you think it was hard for he t o get adj usted? 

EN: I wouldn't ~ay that but n;aybe; I rJ on 't remember the firs t years but T 
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I just don't believe so bec. 1;,.use she Fc,s re~lly in Home ~c t .eµ ~nd ~, 

wa.sn 't especia lly inte-rested in Hon.e Ee, in cooking. Mother did mos t of 

the cooling, I took care of t he. kid's clothes and the house, I loved 

to ke.ep house and I cleaned t:he house. The boys were supposed '"' o help me 

l i.ke taking care of the rugs and the upstairs turned dm .. m and by the 

t ime I got started and had my bed :::.11 fixed ur, , we had to f :ix beds. I'm 

talking about a cer tain place when most of u.s were growing up. T'.en 

their was s till little babies, r.1y sister was born 20 years af t er I was, 

thP. young es 1· • 

IM: So the boys were supposed to ht=- lp you in the house? 

EN: They we .e supposed t o and the7 did a lot too . When I was going to c:1.ean 

I'd pick them up and shake t hem and hang them on the line. My grandmothe.r 

wove rugs ancl mother would get th yarn, or the carpet r :J,gs, we ca.lled 

them and r oll them i nto balls and lots of times the best ones were clothes 

from the harvest, the men that were working there. We always had men 

there because the hrothers weren't old enough yet. They were s tarting , like 

brother Carl, he wasn't 8 or 9 years ol d and he could milk cows like a 

man , 

IM: They started early in those days. 

EN: Yeah, there would be twn brother:, that were given that c.bore to do . When 

they grew up so they could do other things why then the next t wo liiould 

do it and then t:he nex t two and they would work i.n relays like that. In 

other woil"ds my mother was a very good organ i zer and my f a t her followed 

too because my fa ther was a very kind ma.a and mother was unequalled when 

it c.ame to or ganizing her family .. 

IM: How di.d. t:h ey make decisions, do you remember, dic.1 they tall t-hings over? 

EN: Yeah t hey did; if ray mother d.isciplini~d t he boys or any of us why my father 

did and my mother wonld never go over and contradict his; she'd. c;o along 

with him. It wasn't even discussed because it ~.,-a£: just a na t ural thing 
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in our family and she did most of; the dtsciplining because my father just 

didn' - like to do t hat. I don't remembe-c rncs t of th e brothers of ever 

get t ing spanked by dad. 

m: He didn' t c~uestion anything she did either? 

EN: That' s right, it was just ta.ken for granted tha t it was the way it's sup-· 

posed to be. Of course mother had the food and the work and always just 

did an awful lot of work, you know. Like ·n the summertime she anned 

3.5 0 half gallon jars of f r uit and vege tables t~, a.t was rais ed on the farm. 

The boys were sui:;posed to help me pick cherries but I think Id.id more 

than my share and I could cli mb those herrie trees just a s e ood as the 

bys and I stayed with j t and they didn't. Because they always had to go 

out and help dad or something like that , they a lways found a. good excuse. 

IM: Re deserved that a lot ~dth boys . 

EN: Another thing in the summertime I'm just really not very consistent , I 

suppos e but in the• summertin1e it was ea.s:i.er to rai se boys on the farm 

than the girls, you know. They had the nveralls : T guess you .alled th em 

and they had to wear shoes and s tockings bE!Cause my dad would no t Jet 

them go barefooted, he said, " 'd rath er pay for shoes and stockings then 

doctor bills." 

IM: What did you wear in the summertime when you were climbing trees? 

E'l: I neVE!r had any speci .a l shoes. 

IM: Did you ever wear ,veralls too? 

EN: Oh no , I wore dr Ai::ses, I had naybe one or two good dresses and that was 

it . I usual ly got one for Xmas t hat rnother y;· uld get a dr essmaker t o 

make and she would ge t a dressmake r come out to the house and sew f or her 

and S•c!W for me. There wasn' t any hardly any read y made clothes, you 

couldn't buy r eady made clothes fe r the children like you can now exe ept 

that they bought s hoes for t he boys and mot her i ns i sted on having; she 

knew good ma terial. She j_nsisted on having good material and if th,~ clerk 
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didn't hav e it she 1 d go to the d1=:partm_ent s tore and the onl! one t hat was 

here was "David's" It used to be "Williams" mG.ybe you heard of it. But :i.f 

she couldn't get clothes for t he children a.nd ready made clothe s for the 

boys and even the smal er children , she'd buy for the b~ys; Buster :Brown 

they called it, it had kind of a long c, at and shor t pants bu - that was 

the very latest and they bought t h.1t for him but that was when he was 

l i ttle; maybe all the ch ildren were born at that time bu t he got tha t . 

Then tb~! old e. r boy ::naybe two of them were wenring lo:ng pants, they called 

them and mo t her would buy a suit f or each onE, every year , It would be 

real good material a J.ot of it was blue surg,s, . 

IM: If they bought a. n ew one every year then there wasn 't any hand me downs 

in your family. 

EN: Well, yes some.; they bought a new suit for the boy s every year with two 

pa.irs of pants but see t hey wore them them to school. The first year they 

wore. t hEm to church and Sund ay School. They had t o have a good suit and 

they were going to take t hem somepla ce beside s church. They took the kids 

to circus and different en t ertainments. The ol. ~er ones go t to go to the 

shows th .y had to wan· .. My brother Whitey that stayed with me he t o ]d 

about going to the ::irst silent picture and it was right down there wherE. 

Dorothy'::, is and I coul dn't even r emember t bat and he s a id that w paid 

5 cent c' apiece t -, go in there and he was maybe 13 or 14 and Car l was older. 

Maybe he wa s 10 or 11 whe 1. he got to go the first t ime and Ca r l and my 

older brothe r were older. 

IM: Did you get a new dress ev r y Xmas? 

EN: I got a real nice dress f or Xmas always. Motl er would buy the prettiE!St 

mater ial, nearly a lmost wool,a woolen Bjlk they always had. 

IM: Di d she pick i t out? 

EN~ Oh yes, I' <l say so. She'd pick it ou t and she' c1 pick out t bE, pattern, she 

had pretty good t a.ste but I wouldn't s ay the dreE,srnaker did , she was a 
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littlf>. hit old fashioned and t here ~as another d·cernm,aker and ~l}_e ~\;>1; l qn' t 

get i t done and I ·was always happy when she couldn ; t do it. She: cl come ou t 

to the farm ·o mother had this other lady and she wasn't really a dress-

maker but she had gcod taste ar.d she dressed well and she'd make. my dress 

and I remember I had I a dusty wool that had silk in it and it looked 

like a real fine wool and hey had s ome kind of braid on i t or someth ing 

like t hftt. It was a.s nice as anybody woul d. wear. I a!ways got a coa t 

wheneve.r I needed it and I'd a lways wear my coat for two or three winters 

and 11:y summer dresses; I had to havE~ a.t least two or three good ones that 

I could wear but mother usually rr.a .e my dresses. 

IM: Except for t he very special onE!S .. 

EN: Well t hat was when ; before 3 like later , Mother made my high school dress 

for my graduation and I can remer1ber that j t was the pr ettiest one of 

d1dAJ'f ~all~ 
all. We..J\bal a big high school c lass because most of the girls and most of 

the boys, my hrother inc luded, the oldest br other, they went up c.o the 

prep at the Univ. ; you had to have a prep up at the hig h s chool I t hink 

It was 1913 or 1915 I don't remember but that did away with tha t but they 

dj dn't have that because the .igh schools in the state had become accredi ted 

and they c. idn' t need that prep a nd then tb~. high school here became a 

bigger high scho ~ . When I gr aduated :::1.·om high school ther1~ were only six 

girls and. one boy. 

n1: So the bO}'S had mostly gone to work somepla c e at that time? 

EN: No I think most of the boys went to the prep like my brother did. You know 

how gLrls are they ike to have t heir fri end s and most of the gi rJ s went 

to high schooL When I went to coll ege! v:hich wa s later I graduated fr~om 

high school in 1909 and when I gra duated from high school I had already 

gone up to the Univ. because I had t o have a certain number of credits ~o 

enter the rniv. and I got my high school work finished mostly in the 

first i~emester of t he last yea r. I went t o college ~1d took 12 credits 
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and the principa] uf the high t;chool talked me into t hat. ;r: ¥'as a 1?0rn!iful 

country girl. 

IM: Was the principal a man or a woman? 

EN: A man 

IM: Di d he think yon had special abilities? 

EN: WeJ_l he said th::L t I didn' t have very nntch to do the rest of t he year. If 

!: wanted to take some work up at the Univ. I could. I had 1 t s of deter -· 

mination and I got that from bot h my mother- and father . There we:ce lot of 

far mers that didn't do nea r as well but we just stuck through it and jut 

like I'm stuck to my l e.gs here , I've got bruises on my _egs and I j ist 

sat here , that's what I'm supposed to clo. I don't r::it though be cause I 

have people i n here for dinner and I ave one o r two ai d I <lo a lot and 

I keep busy all the time. God ga , .,, me two hands and I use:c them. I used 

to tel] the waitresses, "now get to work, we've got a J.ot of work t o do." 

and I say, "God gave you two hand, now use them." They remembered tha t , 

one thing t hat they r emembere.-t and that' s t he way I gr ew up. 

IM: No t very many women wen t to colle.ge in those days. 

EN: o , that's r ight. I liked people and. t he teachers liked me, I never 

crossed thero , I never had any trouble with the teachers and they liked 

me and they thought I was ambi U_ous and T t hink tha t high school teachers 

or anybody for that ma t t er, can be a good inf l uence if hey like the 

children and put in good words . You can't 1:,e selfish Ln this world . You've 

got to do some thing f or thers. i-.11en I catch u1yself tM kJ ng somet i mes, 

I tb "nk, "well afterall, I believe I think of oth "rs mos t o f the time," 

And my brothers say, "well thin :'i<: about yours elf,' And that's whc:,t they 

told me at the I,otel, thfnk about yourself once. in awhile. , you always 

think about what you should do fo r this on e and that OnE!, I'd be so 

tired som times but T guess I go t c ranky sotr.etimes but then I have it 

coming Rometimes because I j ~.i st worked terrible hard . 
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Ilf. Lo 

EN: 

Did most of the women get marri,~d a t the time you were going to s e: ool? 

I don't think they did, I tb ink tha t went farther back. Now like my mo··· 

t here, my father was born in the old country i t's an ts land in the Bal-

tic sea. Then he c -me over h ere and then he came t o Philadelphi a and then 

to Chica,go and t o Colorado and he worked in the mines in Color ado and I 

told in the book how he said goodbye to his mother . Then he came, he and 

his brother and two ot her men 1 of t the min1:,R t ogether ; his brotbe.r was 

older than he wa.s and he ha.d come later, i::y fathE,r came firs t ,wd they 

had heard abou. t the home.stead in W shington. When they got there i ·':; was 

out of Pasco and i t wasn't anything but a. desert ad t hey took up this 

homestead, got this land , t hey thought there \\'as a river, the Columbia. 

River was -r ight then:~ and they 'd surely have water t here and they did 

hav,2. t o . So my fat.her and hi s brother and the othe.:r t wo men and t hey 

said t hey'd nevrcT make it here and they had bought some farm equipment 

ad they hea-rd about t he railroad t hat was coming up near Spokane Falls, 

they called it ; before it wa s the city of Spokane, Of course , Spokane 

Fal ls is r enlly Spokane~ . So they went there and my fath.E' r, I will a l ways 

remember they had come acquainted with a.n Indian woman, they used to 

take them acro8s the river once in awhile. I J,·no\\· she used t o cart people 

acros ::, t he river. 

IM: Where was this? 

EN: It was up i.r Pasco. I t vrasn't right at Pasco but it's nenr there . They 

called i t Horse Heaven. 

IM: So this worr,an run kind of a ferry? 

EN: Well she di dn't have a real fer r y, she'd just take theni over on horseback 

and they had horses, I n<l i an cayouses, they c ,1lled then . They left heir 

boots, buried t heir boot s a.nd machiner y. I don 't suppose they ever weii t 

back ther e for it, I never did l earn that. And then my f ather got ·he 

best and I think I t old you abou t that, I've 
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got that in the book, do you have t he bo9k7 

IM: Yes 

EN: Well you read t hat about t he railroad days bec ause that' the beginn lng 

of the Horthern Pac i fic. So you can read s ome of those things . Now like 

t he high sch J kids, I have quite a f ew of them come here because on 

nccount of my l egs I can't go up then ! and St A.:o. Smith has b · en real nice 

I'm all for these young people , I think t hey are gonna save thi:.., country 

as sure as the r is. We hear about all the bad one s but we hear about 

t hP bad people and the whoJ.e troubl e. is the cities and i ·_' s just over·-· 

crowded and all the blacks and everybody h ;::id gone to t he city. Wel l if 

done Like they did i n the old en days, got their land and farme.d -'.. t. Now 

it 's too expen sive bu t there's a wriy of doing t at. They could have some 

equipment that the county would buy or s ome arrang ~,ment like that to 

he.l · these smaller farms, and look all the land here. If you'd of been 

i n Europe you'd realiz e how mu ch more land we have tht:.n they hav1~ there. 

And what they' ve done wit h their la cl t here in Scandanavia; in Holland 

if they rve got a pa t ch of land they are rais ing bulbs . 

IM: They make use of their lad. 

EN: They don 't wast ev 1:•n a square foot. And t heir street s are narr ow, they 

can't do mu ch a l-out thei:r narrow s t reets, they have to u se them, they 

have small cars, not: very many, some of then have big cars. Some f t he 

hig hwz ys are wide and bet t e r like i n Paris we went to Paris down to 

it was 25 miles , t hey were so packed and traff ic wc11:.: 

so bad tha t we didnrt get to see t he things t hat we were supposed to 

s e that ,i ay. 

IM: Tell me about rn.ost women when you went to Coll ge. 

EN: When I went to College t here were qui t e a few girl.s in College. In fac t , 

I think i t was as much " I don't suppose it was 1.::ver 50%. 

I M: It's more nearly 50% than it j_:,;: today. 

13 
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IM: What do you think made t he differenr:e ? 

EN: Well I'll tel l you I think that maybe the average girl; I had one lit tle 

high scho l girl that married, 1 have a student here and he has gradua-

ted f r om the I daho and he wa president of the and I had him 

here from September unti l Xmas then he got marr ied. When he got through 

here, he's 28 years old going on 29 now, he taught in Worley, Worley is 

up t:_ere by Coeur d'Alene and this gi r l went to s chool ther e and she was 

17, well they got marr ied and she wasn't goir_g to college, no, she didn't 

want to go tc• 1.:. nllege. I said, "Listen here, Pau.l, you just talk her jn­

to it or else let me talk her inn it." We' re just gonna see that that 

girl goes to College or at l east try it. Here you're taking your MD and 

you graduate.cl once and he t ok his rfasters Degree and ge ting a Masters 

in PE and when you get to where. you want to he, a coach and you 're gonna 

get a job and here now is and she think she 's happy now, 

she's in love a.nd your worse and you just haven't even givn it a thought 

have you? I said, "you young people have to lE~arn to save) you're just 

throwing time and money away, if you get t en times a .· much money, you 

use i t all." 

IM: You think i t 1 s just as i rrportant f or a woman t o get an education as it 

is for a man? 

EN: Yeah but I don' t think it' s absolutely necessary to go to college, all 

of them. I don't think either bys are girls need to go to college. If 

they don't want to go to college it's because _ ' hey don't know what 

college can do for them. But they' ve got to ha--re some kind of a goal. 

And if they can't see their way to go to college because now a days its 

so expensive tha t's alright. Because what college dif for me maybe it 

won't do f or everybody, but I wac• a bashful country girl i.f there ever 

was one . My mother didn't get farther than through ~he sixth or seventh 

g1·ade and my father didn 't have all bis education in the old country. 
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EN : Both of them were smart and my goodness my m ther could read and read and 

was up and comi ng all the time. They travelled some later when they could 

and she was aler t and she learn ed all she could. I ca remember my mother 

s itting t here on the farm turning that big - , 
() _(J. churn, making butter and 

she had a baby i n hE·r arm and then she was gonna read that magazines, 

shP- had material from the. magazine that she w&.nt ed to rea.d. In this are.m 

where the. baby was , she had a magazine because with the other arm she 

was churning and I can remember that she got all of i t done, Sbe got the 

bu tter mad e. am:: she tock care of the baby and sh . got her ch .rning done. 

IM: What were the na:af::S of the magazines t hat she took? 

EN: Oh La,~.:l.es Home .Journal and _eader' s Digest was at home, my dad used to 

read tha t . And rny mother would read b oks. 

IM: Di d they hav12. library then? 

EN: Oh yeah, church library, they had a li tle church library . My mothe:c 

came from Hi.n.nesota and she was 13 years ol~ when she ca.;.ne h e and she 

told me t hat; she was only 4 or 5 years old when she came here, s! te was 

born in Sweden and my father was born on t his island but my mo ther was 

born on the WE:st side near I've learned Swedish so 

I can say it. 

IM: How old were you when you s t arted lear ning Swed i sh? 

EN: We ll I learned i t at home because my mother and father scarcely talkkd at 

home b 1t my grandmother and grandfather didn't understand English ve·ry 

well so they could talk to t hem. Mother sa:ld she had t he Bible and the 

Cata :I sm they called it an<l a Bible His t ory, tha t was all she ver reac1 

before she cs.me to Ame1:ica. When t ,1~y came t o Minnesota t hey dicln ' t have 

a Sw dish Church where they :L ived, my r;randfath .:.r got a j ob with the r ail­

road and my grandmother, s~1P. 'd cook some.t imes ir, ,,. boarding house. She 

just had th:i.s l ittle g · r1, she had ni ce clot hes because she had an unt 

that gave her clot r.es and Gr andma and grandpa had just one and they were 
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making money anc.J. they had a nj ce home.; but they had nice ;f;vrn~tµre pere 

and they :_ad four or fi.ve homes and grand a t he.r was a landscaper a.nd a 

garc.ener, he'd learned it by himself and Mother went to the Presbytericcn 

Church and they had a library there. 

IM: Di d the women establi~h the libr ry ? 

EN: Just a congregation. She loved her Sunday School tea cher, Mrs . Preston, 

she went back about 35 years afterwards, she had to have surgery, shP. 

went back there and she found her, she was there, tha t Sunday School 

teacl:e•r and she r emembered . She said, ''you keep things so nice and clean 

and you look so nice and clean all t he time, I'm gonna l et you tak.t~ a 

book home to read whenever you want to and you be sure to bring it back." 

And mo ther said yes and she sai d she read everything they had in that 

l i brary. Then other kids had books at home and she found out they liked 

them so my mother read books a lo t until he,. dying day , she was 78 ,-.1hen 

she died, in '51 rtght here in Moscow. 

IM: She ha.d t en children ~ do you thi nk she reall y wanted ten children? 

EN: I think she did. ~:he said that she was ct lone so m.· .ch and she sai d, "when 

I get marr i,::d I 'm go r a have nin,:: children, I don't kno1;-,1 why she said 

nine but .~he said that when she grew up . They all lived to matur ity. 

My oldes t brothe r died in '54 and my brother died 3 years ago here, he 

s yed here w.tt.h me, he wa. a widower, he had married twice and both of 

them had di.ed of cancer . But you asked me about girls going to college 

and I t hink that; I gave you an example of this one girl that wa~ j us t 

crazy t o get marrif,d, They come up to S(~e. me quite often. I had them over 

for dinner one night t hjs week and I 'm trying to be nice to t hem, b t. I 

told her, "You're gonna get a job and she i n't gonna kr:.cv; a thing about 

col 1.ege or even be interes ted and your' e gonna have nothing but problems, 

you just can't expect to be happy or have. much in collllI:on if you are that 

far apart." If your trai ning is tha t far apar , you'd just better taJk 
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he.r into goi~1g. Even if she only goes one yea r . Do l~ke I t: o),d )IJy little 
l . , • 

sister and she's Mr.s George vow in Boise E.nd her hus and has charge 

of Senator Church's office , Senator could even b r. a presi~ent some day, 

you neve.r can tell and he's doi g a real good job. George came frotr Calif. 

and came up here to Idaho to take forestry. He ended up t,11d11g agriculture 

and h e had never even seen a cow hardly and didn't know; they just kidde.d 

him on t h1:. farm becausE. he said h e was going i: o make a table for the 

alf, he ma.c1e a little stable fo r the calf and he called it the Stable 

for the calf and tbe boys out of the farm they got thl~ b i ggest kic ut 

of that. George hadn't hard ly seen a cow~ he was f r om Oakland, Calif. 

s father wa ·· German h came from Ger any and he became c1 c onstruction 

man and a very wealthy man and t he mother was raisec' where Chinatown 

is now hut she wa.s a German de scant ton hut she cam~ up there. a nd they 

said after I came up to Id aho I didn' t want to go ba ck to Cal.if. And 

his :folks coul ' r, 't unders nd it, why he wanted t o go to Idaho to that 

Univ. inste nd of going to Berkely, well George wanted t o go to Idaho. 

He loved it in Idaho, I gotta tel l you aboul George corning to college 

and m1: eting my s i ster there . She wasn' t going to take home ec mless 

Els ie took "Home Ee. I rcaJly got my de gree in Botany because I 

tcok all this work in high school before I star ted college. I 

Professor Aldridge, re was my main instructor in Botany and he was 

r eally a nice man, real smart, be got a real ~'lice job in 'i.J· shington D .C. 

ther e. I took Botany, I took 21 credit s a semest er every yea . and I 

got done in 3½ years and then I went ba ck one year and I finis \ed be-

cause I didn' t go to scho .l that year. So I went back one ye,ir and de­

cided I get my home ec but my mother go t sick and that's when she went 

back to when,, the place I told you she lived in Minnesota (end of ta.pe 13 

si .e 1) (side 2) 
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Afld where the clinic is and I just lacked about thr ee weeks 

of finishing and I was gonna go back and take them but I got a school 

that year and I taught school for t hree years and Winchester was a nice 

little town but I just really didn't like teaching that well. I liked the 

subject matt r real wel l and discipline was h.; rd for me because I liked 

the kids too well. When I came home here in the summer, well I decided 

then , Mr. Raft wanted me to come ther e at the hotel and I'd taken more 

Home Ee tha all the gr aduates except I did lack some chemistry but then 

they required a lot more chemistry than they do now. I just said I'd take 

that job at t he hotel and I told him I'd bet ere one year, instead f 

one year I s tayed 37 years so that 's the -way that work d out. 

IM: Why did you never marry , Elsie? 

EN: My brothers I guess had the best solution, they said. if anybody treats 

Elsie any different tha her seven brothers, she doesn't want to have 

anything to do with them. I said , "I can love a man jus t as much as any­

body,' ' 

IM: You j ust never found the right man or you _j ust didn't want to? 

EN: No, I just got to involved, I think that' s the only r eason. I ju.st got 

so i nvolved with my work and knew so many people . There were s o many 

people that wanted to take me for a ride and take me on a date and one 

would do this and one would do that and I always said when I wa s l:y my­

self, "If I give up being with these -p eople, or just being a wife for one 

man, I don't know whether I' d l ike it or not. 

IM: You just had t o give up to much to marr y one man . 

.ER: That's t rue. They jnst treated me so nice and that' s what my bro t hers said, 

they all ju-·st treated me like br others a.nd she loved it. He had the name 

.Oscar and he hated it, he said "Why was I named af ter the King of Sweden?" 

I said n w listen, " I found out when I went to Sweden that the first 

king of Sweden was and he was French, he wasn't a Swede 
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a t all. I want to finish telling you about Ge ge and how he c e to 

Idaho and never went back. He went out to the farm and the farm, of 

course the f arm was just home to us and I knew home and we loved it . We 

were a close family and we loved it. I don't mean to say ,;;1e didn't have 

I don't know how many children you have . 

IM: I have thr ee 

19 

EN: Anyhow that' a nice fami ly and I u. ed to say, "Mother I'm not gonna get 

married until I'm 39 because I don't wan t to have as many children as you 

have." 

IM: You said that a t home, you saw how hard she worked. What would she an_wer 

to that? 

EN: She said, "You'll be like me, when you find somebody you like, you'll 

marry them, yon wont' care whether you're 39, 29 or 15." They wouldn't 

let her ge t married a t 15 but she was 13 when she came t o this town and 

she got married when .she was a little better than 17 . 

IM: That ' s pretty young and s 1e pitched right in and s tarted wor king. 

EN: That's right and my f a ther was 12 years older, that was common in those 

days. That's why I say there were very few girls. All these men took up 

homesteads and some of them was married, ther e wer~ a 1 t of young men 

here, a l ot of them wor ked when the Univ. wa s built, a lot of work and 

then~ wasn't very many girls around here to pick from. When my mother, 

she had dozens of suitors. 

IM: She had her choice. 

EN: She sure did; but I guess it was mean t to be tha t way; but she did a good 

job and they were congenial. I can remember when they used to have county 

fa:i.rs in Spokane every year. I didn' t get to go but mother anc. dad went 

to one when the Davenport was new; the Dave port Rest,:rnrant was s o filled 

and my mother had not had her honeymoon yet and t here were five children, 
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l think, maybe six. I t ook care of the kids f or a couple of days and 

they went up to the fair in Spokane and they li ved pretty good on the 

farm. My father did some extra, he helped with roadwork and did things 

all the time . He'd have cattle and he'd sell t he team, a <l the cattle 

he'd sell f or money, so that's why we got along better. We had 240 acres 

from hat home farm and we never were hungry or never were cold either . 

We had wove.n blankets and we slep t in an unhea ted upstairs, there was 

one stove upstair ~, and mother would let us come i n. t here and dr e ss when 

its real cold but I got up at 5 o'clock and walked to school whenever 

it was dark and we walked to that r ailroad crossing and walked on t ha t 

railroad and it was dark and when I came, I had Home Ee c lasses until 

5 and I had. late classes in chemistry. 

IM: When your s isters were growing up, you helped them, di dn't you have a 

tea room in Lewiston? 

EN: Yeah, I had a ea room, my little sister stayed there. The reason she 

stayed wi th me was be~cmse she wa.lked from t he farm and that was har d 

and the. other boys \\'ere all grown up and t 1ey didn' t want to be bothered 

with their little sister, so she s t ayed ther e and I loved to have her. 

IM: What are some of the differences you see with the children when you 

wer e growing up opposed to the way y ur grand n ·i eces and nephews are? 

EN: I don't see there is much di f ference, if they're kind and taught well. 

Lie my nep ew, this nephew he's doing real .Yell, he's got the home . 

George and Alvera ar e their parents in Boise and they just have the ir 

brothr and son who got this doc torate in chemistry and he go t an MSF 

whi.-: h :i.s Masters of Science Scholarship, $2900 a year for 1+ years unt · 1 

he got through and he went back o Minnesot c.,. and he could go to North­

western but he went there because it was the best cherr.istry s chool. 

When he finished, he advi or wanted t o work with bim for several weeks 

before he left. So whei1. he finished his paper , I don't think he had t o 
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write a thesis , he done a. lot of resc~arch for hill\ but he was gonna ge t 

his doctor's degree :ln chemis try . AnothE,r boy he's going to school up 

at Wash . Univ. he etopped here and seen them and he ,.ras going to Wash. 

D.C . to get some advanced information and this Bill had another girl i 

mind, he met her in mi nneapolis, she was from Iowa and she went t school 

bu t not where he did. There were s everal s tudents, s me classma tes and 

they kind of ha d two apar ments. So he announced. his eng:ig ment to this 

girl and her mother ,.ias there from Iowa arid they were having a par ty for 

them . He was a real nice boy, he had a lo t of girls but he got thi s girl 

and they announced their engagement in the afternoon and that evening 

he was going down to get some sooa.ks for that little feed they were going 

to have and the girl didn't want o go becaus she wqs tired and he'd 

given her the ring and she said , "why don' t you have this Bill go with 

you :Lnstead," and take my car." So you know they did and you know both 

f them were killed ins tantly. A fe llow didn ' t stop and he was drunk 

and I don't lmow what e lse. It's the saddest thing and y u just have to 

forget it. Then they had this girl, she was 20 years younger trw.n Bill, 

Maryann and she gradua ed from col l ege in Portland and t wo years ago 

and now I t alk to my s i ster and she talks to me real often from Boj s e. . 

And she said Maryqn.n announc ,2.d her engage111.ent, she. ' 11 be 24 this year 

so 'm real happy about t' la t, she' s done well. 

I wouldn't say that ur family ha.d any bril liant people a lthough some 

of them are. 

IM: Good solid c i ti zens ,. 

EN : Yeah, good solid citizens. Now this oldes t brother, he's 80 , was 80 the 

other day and he lives in Cal ifornia and he built a new ham,~ up in Ata s ·-

cedero ,. H . has two s ons and one daughter and they b1d l t this nice home 

and t his one son"' has this ni ce home overlooking the Pacific.: up at .,, 
Polo Verde, tha t ' s an exclusive district in Los An&t"es. He ha£ a very 

e, 
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good job with a :~ .frigerat ion System . I think i t I s eleven states tha. t 

h e. looks after. He ha.s some supervision in those eleve.n states f r that 

company . He's gone for one week and he's home for one week b i t he's making 

r al good money and has a beau iful home. They bought one home a··1cl fixed 

it up; I've been to Calif. many tirue.s and I was t here and t hey had jus t 

moved and traded tha t old home for a nicer one but it was s ome doctor 

and his wi fe separ t ed and she couldn't keep the home and take care of 

it, and so he got i.t and they p, i.d for t hat a.nd it's just rea l y beauti­

ful. 

IM: Well it seems like a farm il3 a pretty good place t o raise a f rnily. 

EN: Yes, I just think about that; our far m was ideal. It was onJ.y two mile s 

away from t own. 

IM: So you had some advantages being near the Univ . too. 

EN: The Univ. and all of them didn' t graduate fr om the Univ . but at the same 

tiroe they just really abso:cbed a lot of it. The older ones and t he younger 

ones would walk to tor.N"Il and watcl the basl·etball game , they didn 't miss 

any of them . 

IM: And that was th .r r ecreation in those days. 

EN: Well it still i s, I guess. This one brother he got a job with the Air 

For ce and th e Department of Commerce, Bureau of Aeronautics and he retired; 

from the government, t hey retir e early, he y1as in his 50 1 s when he re-

tired and he lives _i_n Phoenix and they were up h e ast summe . and I 

think he gets s:Lx or seven hundred dollars. He we.nt to Air Wes t when he 

go t t hrough there and he was a consultant but he's retire· now. He gets 

six or s even hundred ollars a month ret i rement. Now you ask me some ques·· 

tions. 

IM: Well you' ve already answered a lot of them bu t I remember you talking about 

how you had pretty much, after your father died and your mother live~d in 

Moscow; you had quite a bit of responslbility for t aking care of her when 
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she was older, didn't you, or did the whole :f;arn.ily do i q 

EN: No I didn't have to because for one thing, my mother is like me, she 

was 78 yea.r s old when she died and that's younger than I am. She WAS 

really only very sick for seven months a.nd she had the mean to take 

23 

care of her. What ba ffled me was I found out, becau c I worked at· the ho-

tel and she had her home up here and she lived up .here and he had thL, 

kind of a slight stroke, she had hardening of the arter ies and she had 

terrible headaches so she wa s sick that way but ma.ylJe she'd been that 

way f or seven or eight years but it bothered here but she ju.s t defied 

the thought of getting down and not enjoying l ife. She l oved to tra el 

and she. felt so bad because she and dad couldn't travel together and 

they never did get to except for shor t t rips. The l ast year we just had 

r ur ses aro nd the clock and any of us didn't have to do anything abo• · t 

the finarices becaus e she had l enty to takE, care of that. We thought 

it wa"' so wonderf ul to thi ., after dad had died, he died in '32 and she 

died in '51. She managed t o farm wit h my brothers and she k12p t the farm 

until she died. She was able to except for the seven mon t hs is a ll. She 

worr ied about m:o. ~1orking s o hard and never taking any time off to rest 

or anything but I did go to Californi a several imes on a short trip . 

One time t he Kiwanis bought a fl ight for me to go down, s::te was down 

there. I 1,eJ.ieve I had a hernia operation, I had an old typewriter and 

I just lifted it up ,ind I just felt this and I had a hernia opera t ion 

but it didn't affect my healt h really, it 's just my legs and I j st 

wore t hem out at the hotel. I had bad veins because of the work . Mother 

had a checking account of $8000 dollars and t 1. at 's quite a bit even i n 

'51 that waB a big ched ing account. She had t he farm and she had the 

building, cus my f ather bought the bui1d i ng, the Moscow Florist, I 

bought that, see bu t I sold it because I didn't want t o be bother ed 

with remodeling and all this E.nd that but I said I di dn 't want the 
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money so I just and l, still haye ;fi:ye or six years 

on that and my brother left some of his es tate, so his wife was gone and 

he d:idn 't have any children . He had on · boy that wa s his first wife's 

son and he's a neurosurgeon so he can take car<:: of his family. 

IM: This group of women that we 're working with, we 're interested in get ting 

peop]e. to appreciate what women have contributed to Idaho . Not only men 

but wome.n aren't written up tha.t much. 

E·,1: I' V'll not 1...1p f or all this new, you know, what do )7 0U call it? 

IM: The Women's Movement? 

EN : Well I'm for t he women' s movement , I'm all for that but ,all these woIL.en 

that an~ trying to get in and t aking men's jobs, I don 't approve of that . 

IM: Wha.t do you thi k about that? 

EN: I don 't think so , I think i t 's alright if they are capable. I know a lot 

of smart women and there are a l ot of women~ smart woni ·~!J. in this WOl".ld 

and a l o t of husbands don't give their wives credi t f or some of they 

could do better than t hey do, I know t hat. I've worked wi '-h men and wori-en 

and th beE-t part .,£ my life and I 've bee:J. t cld a lot of things that I 

never t ell but bo t h men and women and I' ve made it a point if she tells 

me or he tells me; don't tell them. I'l"l not for thi s women's l iberation . 

IM: You don 't think ~:ome of the women aren' t qualified.? 

EN: I don 1 t think tha t but I th ..'..nk our social life will be at stake because 

I +hink it's gonna mess t hings up to much. A lo t of women that have be­

come; I l is ten to TV a lo t because I've got time now .. I ge t up in the 

morning, early, I look at that 7-·9 program . 

IH: The T day Show? 

EN: Yes and t hey have som . good talke..rs on tha t and I liStL~n to the Washi ngton 

Week in review a.nd I lis ten to Wall Street. I don't buy stocks and bonds 

because I don't know enough about it fo:r one thing. If I did why I would 

just stick my money in the ba.nk and I w uld get 7\ for a lot of :Lt and 
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that's a good place t o keep it, with money, you .might a.s jµst ~ell d0 . . 

that. I jvst thin - ; now I could get social security but I wouldn't live 

that well 011 Bocial secur ity. But I 've paid fo r this home s j nee I've. been 

here , I owe a littl e bit on it because my brother i ·1. Jaw, Geor6e he's a 

real smart man and he says , "Elsie you should be using your head when 

you pay for that house "be cause you only pay 6% a111J. you get 7!4, why that 

good bus "n.ess no t to pay for your house , He says don' worry a.bout lhis 

house, it's t aken care of , I don't ·even bother with it, i t 's taken o •t 

of my account., every month out of my escr w I pay for t he house an.cl I 

haven ' t got much left. 

IM: What you're saying abo t the women's liberation is tha t we-men shou .. d 

stay at home more? 

EN: There's no definite answer fo r that beca.use a lot of women, the ones that 

wa.nt to get out and a lo t of women they just love the idea. of getting 

away from heir family and that 's just some of the sad things that I 

know and have heard, t Le famil i es that are really neglected. 0£ ccmrse 

the women get s ·nvolv din their j obs. I've been in public places and 

I just know that's true, I don't believe in t hat. Now like my mother, 

she couldn't do it because she had to many . If my mother would've had 

time and gone out and gotten a job, my f a ther wouldn't of obj ected to i t . 

She woul'n't of neglec:ted her home or her f amily but he would of maybe 

don her job and taken C'.are of her home . I don't see how thE·re c:ouldn' t 

be an answer to that. That Barbar,:;. Walters, that progr am, she had djffer­

ent people on there that she talks to and differ ent women and some of 

these wome are smart. Their wom£n in this United States that could make 

a bet ter president than s ome of the ones we ha.ve. 

IM: I wanted tc tell you before we f i nished r e.cording, tl-,at we 're making a 

presentation and we hav,2. a program where one portion of the program 

i s about Els ie Nelson and Anna Goodwin does the reading c1nd I wanted to 
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know; she came to mee t you and I wanted to know if she ha.· any questions 

to ask now that I haven't; she's read the book. 

EN: t don't talt very well and I hated to recite in college and I remember my 

eng.lish teache._ said, "Elsie you can r .cite you just think you can't, you 

just mab?! up your 1.llinc'. to do it . " And you know I tried t o hink abou t 

that. Now I can wri_te, I just love to writ,~, just by the yards and I'm 

gonna "\-TLite a lot of things they didn't let me put in my book, see be­

cause i t ~'ould h ve made it to much complicated and to much f arn ily and 

not sellable. 

IM: You certainly should get tlvH written. down. 

EN: So I'm gonna do that and t his neph ew, I told yo , he has a credit Bureau 

and he has extra time and he's ambitious like I am, I guess the whole 

Nelson fc,mily was, r eally and he got a pr i nting pr es s and he do es a real 

good job. I ' ve already .ade a little thing of all the bir t h.days in aH 

our generations, I've got th t separte sE~e, because I couldn ' t put them 

i n t he book s o J got all he information I could. I didn' t go back tc 

_he church, that would've taken to long and even if I'd gotten tha c infor­

mati on, those n;m,es and that I would n 't of ga:i.ned very muc11. One of n:y 

r.ousins, 2nd or 3rd cousin is a minister bad: there and . e had to open 

that chest and get tha t informati ,n but he copied i t ar_d took pi tures of 

i t. , and he can't read t hose names. They are wr i tten i n the old scr-: pt , 

most of them. I could read it bec ause I le:'.arned tha t German script and 

that 's the old script a;cd I've had a lot of Germa and French so I 

thought I could learn Swed_i sh and I've had a lot of fun with my ::;wedish 

because those. cousins i n Stockham, that one cousin, she' B three years 

older t han I am and she had studied English and went to school in Paris 

then she's been away from it so long and she'd rather read the. Swedish 

so I'll say I 'll write i t but whe ther you can read it or not, I don' · 

know. She said "I think you do f ant.a.stically well," So I said, "you 
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write Swed:i.sh and I'm go.nna answtff yc,u in Swed :Lsh," but her letters 

s ounded a lot better to me than mine did. They just love ya and I think 

it was wor th an awful ot to ge t to go there and find tha t real genuine 

hospitality but a real admiratio~ of lo.ve that t hey showed me and they 

ar e that way . I'd go to Spokane t wice a year t have my fee t taken ca·re 

of, my toes and coi- t'\S ar,d collases, I usec. to get a lot of them but I 

don't have s o many of them anymore but I don ' even dar e. my trim my 

toenails, my family :=:aid no, you l e t them do it and I stilJ can go, I'm 

going pre tty soon, maybe my bro t her will take me up on the car bu t i .f 

he doesn't I'll go up on the bus; that's the way my mot.her went. About 

20 years my mother went to him, she us ed tc go to him every month on 
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the bus and back until her dying day, just about. Th5-s doctor ,.;aid, 

"did _ 1 t you tell InE' you were writing a book one time?" I hadn' t been 

there for quite e. long time . "You said your father was borr. on c.n island 

in the Bal ic Sea," I said "that's right" HE.' s a id, "do you know we went 

therE!?" He didn' t t alk very much, this .~_octor, but he's a nic1:: man. He 

said "we went t hE!re last summer" I said, "what were you doing in the 

Baltic Sea?" He. said, '\.Jell I had mo_e fun than I ever had in my life ., 

and I just v.-ant to go again so bad, I t hink we '.1.J go again. 11 And I 

sai d, "We, meaning your wife?" He said, "yes I rn ?.rried of them." And 

I said, "well I think yo I ma de a good choice," and she was delightful 

I had to meet her. So t '1e next time -: went he ha.d told me this and I 

cal led up for an appointment and I sa i d, "this t ime I'm gonna meet Mrs. 

and he had given me his addres s because I asked for i t . 

I wrote o her and I told her I was coming up to meet her and I told her 

that it would be just one more f r iend I'l l have, one more good f riend, 

I know it will be a good fried. We arranged and she told me to come 

up to her house but t hey lived to far ou and we arranged to meet at the 

CreL:;cent. My brother 1 ives here, and his wife, and they took me up cL cl 
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we t,-lked and we sure had a good time and I just loyed to meet those 

people. 

IM: You do love to rneet new people, don' t you? 

EN: Well I just love people . 

IM: I was K ndering, we 're giv:1.ng this presentation in Moscow ne:.{ t Friday 

night and wouldn't you like to come and see it? Could I c ome and get you? 

EN: I'm not gonna be embarrassed with you reading i t, I'm not gonna be m-· 

barrassed about t hat. 

IM: Well we 're probably not gonna be able t o resiSt c:e.ying tha t Elsie Nel son 

is in the audienc.e . But if you wrmted me to I'd resis t but it would be 

nice to say that we have Elsie Nelson. :i.n t he audiencE:' . 

There mi ght be peop l e there who know you, I'm sure. t liere would be .. 

EN: I don't care about that anymore. 

IM: But I would like to come and get you. 

EN: Well t hat's r eal nice of you and I suppose there' i:; no reason ~~hy I couldn 't 

go although I hav,:n ' t got any new clothes l ately. 

IM : You have a he.autiful dress on r ight now . 

EN: My standby , I've had it two years now and I r.ash it, see . My sister 

washed i when I was in Boise, I don't like to wash very well. ShP. does 

a bet t e r job, s he 's a better housekeeper than I am. 

AG: l 'm more i n t1:!rested i r.. finding ut about you at the Moscow Hotel during 

the great depre s sion. 

EN: I hadn't planned to write my book when I retired but I di have it in 

the back of my mind that I want to lee.Ve a mes tJage for my brothers and 

s isters and I would k i rid of wr i.te my bibliography or t he story of our 

family,. a typical f amily of t he pioneer days and it's just written up 

in the book, you try to fin d that and read it. 

The most inter esting part of my life at the hote.l was meeting all tht~se 

people and learning to know thefll and they be came very <lf'!ar fri,:nds . When 
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Ted died , two of my friends w!10 used to ea t. there all the time~ called 

me up and one of them came over here to see me and I t hought tha t was 

real nice because they knew he meant a lot to me. I had complete charge 

of the food ervice in the hotel. That meant, 11 ot the daily meal planr.ing, 

ent j_rely alone or with t he chef I did; because h knew mort?. a.bcut the. 

me.at and he bought the meat and he planned th e nieat. But I a l ways would. 

make suggestions a.bout the me:-11 and the r est of the nieal I usually 

panned and my ideas coincicied wi th my b s ses, Mr. Wr ight. He 1.:hcught 

tha '- everybody should be sa tisfi d aEd he planned that l should figure 

to serve i::he food a t a cost tha t was within, reach of the average person. 

So tbat nobody felt disappointed whe·n they le.ft and tha t r,'as his theory 

and that's mine and we agreed perfectly on that, I f I don rt make any 1r.one.y 

on the d:Lning room I'll come o ton it by having a good dining room and 

I want you to make it the best you know ho\J, I grew on the job an.,1 my Home 

Ee background. 1,-as a help but I had a l ot to disc.over and a lo t to lear:1 

and I had learned, my mother was a good organi.zer and I t r i ed to be so 

I feel like that's one r eason why I was sue ·essful. Our f ood bus :L--_e ss 

grew f rom a very small amount t o a large amount. In fac t I shouldn't 

quote pri ces, I guess but we had as muc' as as $100, 00 of bus :1 ess a 

mont h f or a good month. The.t's a lot of f ood to plan a.nd to have some­

body serve i t. I was allowed to have a ll the hel;, I needed, have as many 

waitres :1e s I needed, bus boys or anything or all the he.lp I needed and 

Mr. Wright said, nr know you won't go overboard on that becaus e you are 

conservative and that' the way we want it, don't try to do o much 

yourself, but tell the res t of them to do it." AP.d I said t hat wasn' +- very 

satisfac tory I mean to try t o leave it a l l to the help. You don ' t get 

that ki.nd of hel p .. For example , the first luncheon I served there, Mrs. 

David, the mother David , you know the David' s Store; how long havE· you 

been here? 
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JM: Three y ears. 

EN: You didn't know them t h1;,n, They had hotel dishes. ONe of he fir s t 

things I wante.<l to do was change th e i r dish pattern, it was to much .1. H e 

a greasy joint r e:.,taurant and I had been a t the Blue Bucket a.nd .erved 

l unches and a l ot of peopl e t .a.d been there and t hat ' wherE. t he town wo·-· 

L.i.en knew me , see and kn ew what I c ould do and t hey wer e. thrilled when I 

got this job and Mr . Wr ight j ·-s t begged me . And I was planning on go ing 

t o Cal.if. and h,2 says, "wel] just try -· t anyway for a year" I :::aid, I' 11 

stay a year " and he had a terrible .·oom but tlwt' s all they had, t hat was 

before they enlarged it, an old curly q j_ron bed and an old o ld dresser 

and a bare fl oor with one lit tle rug a closet bi~ enougb t o pu t one or 

two dresses i n, some of my e,veryd ay dresses. Our busj_ne:=:s started to grow 

and we served dinner for 75 -85 cents and Pullman people s tarted to c ome 

over. The Pullman people just made tha t hotel. One of the fi :cst Eundays 

011t there WE! had two tables of peor, l e from PuJ.hra.n and families and I 

went and t:3 lked to the.m because "?: knew they weren't }fo,,cow people, I 

knew most of the 11'-lnscow people at that ti.me and they said they were from 

Pullman and '·hey werf( very glad and they gave. me very muc.11 encouragement 

and within thre,? months we had our d infng room f illed on Sundays and may­

be two-thirds of them were Pullman peopl e. and then they started to plan 

luncheons and partie~~ and it grew so that I had from one s oc i al func tion 

to three or fou .. , including maybe a banquet and a s e r vice group in one 

day > many many days I had that many a nd I had to plan those menus. I had 

to plan the special m~nus and I had an awful time with the kind of he.l p 

I had, es pecially during the waf" to get t l11~m to fix thr ee menus. One for 

gi.r ls in the dining room, one for tht'! c ooks in the kitchen and one for 

t he , women i n ·_he other part of the k:· tchen. Bd.ng on the job every day 

I didn' t even rest 15 minutes being on t he job from 5 o 'clock t o r:wybe 

10 and I t ook particular ca.re of checki.n~ on the girJ s so tha t they would 
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serve the ri6ht menus to the right p1?.ople. I'd tell them and tell them 

and tell them. I say, "where are you taking that steaks?" In tha t one 

room." Well I said to take t hem back right quick. T .ey were all eating 

dinner, see. I had to get af ter the cook and he ha.cl the menu: too and I 

said, The girls are no t s erving tha t dinner ye t." They ha -,~n' t got t.ha t 

dinne~ , they 're tHking tho se steaks t o the wrong party." And t he sad pa.rt 

of it was t:hat the st: e&.l:s almost came off of t he °lri II if I had anything to 

do with it. That' s why servi ng the f ootball team was successful. I want 

you to read : hat, tha t was the most successful thing J did in the hotel 

was s erving the athletes and I just got a real good reputation from that. 

That's where the football team could come, t he baske+-ball and baseball, 

the swimming tf'ams and everything but the basketball and footb aU was 

the most important. They came from Calif. Oregon State, Oregon Univ. , 

Seattle, Univ. of Wash. and we cidn't serve t he WSU people but we served 

Stanford and al l those different Universities . They just f ly in and I 'd 

have the menu anc they'd send a menu lo ts of times. The coaches got used 

to my servic:e and they saj_d whether they send B menu or no , you know 

wha t we feed them. The coaches personally knew whl\t the crdinary menus 

were and I had to or der their n:eat ahead of time, you know, weeks ahead 

of time. We ordered them out of Spok.s.ne and the football teams we serve.d 

as many as 50-60 steaks and tha t took seven or eight loins of heef and 

I never took a ctwnce on a player being l ate, they were like wolves and 

t he coaches were just gr and, as soon as the coaches com _ in, they'd say, 

"Is i.:lsie around, t! I was alway s arou d I wa s never missed a time when l 

wasn't around. I might not of been. a the des k' where they could see me , 

but I was there. I had some trouble with an Oregon coach one tirr.e and 

he grew t o be one of my best friends. So1'1ebody had given him my book and 

he wanted to w:d te me a l e.H E'r. He's. retired now; ar: d all those things 

are just ·r eHlly gratifting. We couldn't put 60 steaks on the stove so 
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I told the r: oach to te~l them or el.BE. I would, hut we hacl ~lenty of room 

for sj_x t.y people and I'd go in t l> ere and I' d say, "n0w some o you are 

gonna wait for the s t eaks, 11 a nd they knew that. And I'd have tlw girls, 

an c1 I'd have scr.1ebody n.ake the toast and somebody dish up t h e: 

and I had to work 11 ke clockwork, and we. ' ll get thmn all served . The boys 

they all worked, espec ially the ba.sketbal.l. boys, we'd s erve them icr din­

ner, you see. We used to serve them a.round 3 o' c lock somewhere and then 

at night after the game, I'd have to have a feed for t h em. The pan ry 

women !!la de sandwic hes and most of therr. had turkey ,r chicken sandwiche 

and like 011 Friday it would be something dif f erent. The milksha1tes and 

I'd order them from the fountain and t hen fruit sa;_ad. Ar.c! I've have 

the pantry women make theni and put t hem on big trays and then we'd ser ve 

them. And L.H. Gregory, he wr te this book and he'd , lways come up with 

the te.am and he'd ... --rite up the game a fter the game s in the evening and 

s o l::e wouldn 1 t come 't(hen the boys car:£. He' - shower and ·-lien come d own 

to eat and Gregory a nd oanother f ellow would be late, he and an otLer 

fellow, Traine1: or somebody. I always waited til he came; I've got a 

whole book a.bout; he gave me a write up about three or four different 

times, see.. I think that was the on e he wrote up i n the 

when he fo ..1nd about my book and tha t Hopkins }-,e was another coach. The 

daily service wa . just like any restaurant I supp s e except you had to 

give a littlr~ 1;:t more than food a.nd especially the traveling publi ·· and 

espe i ally the men who are c onnected with, we ca lled them s a l e Emen. W .. • 

had food s alE- E,men that: I ordered fr om but tht'!y never talked me in t c., get­

ting something I didn't want and after they'd talk to me at,out it twice, 

that was it. If Elsie sa.id tha t ' _ i..hat I'n: go na have t hen that's :Lt. 

I wouldn't take p i e fillings and try some ne,w stuff and that I wouldn't 

serve becaus I didn' t s erve that k i.nd of food. As long as I'm here; 

i t 's gonna b•c! fresh f ood like they u sed to get at home, i t ' s not gonna 
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be jello and p:i.e, fillings; it's gorma be a rea l food and tha t's what 

r eally helped. That's t,omething ~ salesmen e epecially a.nd they'd be so 

tir ed and most of them would try to come in a little early and ~-here 
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was some of them that tried to make Moscow Hotel a certain time and they 'd 

h" ve the:l r service ,----~-~ 

(interview ends here on tape 1.3 side 2) 
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