
This is an int erview with Olive Ra:r1dall on June 20, 1975 in St. Marje r; , Idaho 
and the inter v j ewer is Erma Wood. 

EW: What do you want t o s t art with, the things y ou enjoy about living in St. 

Mar i es, would that be alright? 

OR: I t hink it' R G, small place where you know everyone and I t hink that ' s c.n 

advantage, don' t you? 

EW: Do you know eve.rybody i n town, is everybody your friend? 

OR: I think it's more enjoyabl e t han a large place beCcLU se you don't hardly 

know anyone, even you next door nei ghbor in t hese largE, e ities. 

EW: I think tha t's an advantage, de f i nitely. Flow does your family life com­

pa re with the life with you as a child either f i nancially or free time. . 

OR: Well I was raisec in a small place, too ~ everybody knew everybody in 

t hose days t oo . 

EW: Did you live on a f arm? 

OR: On a homestE.,~.d; we had a garden and we lived just out of Sandpoint a 

wa.ys and I went to a rura l school until I went t o high scho l in Sanci.-­

point. 

EW: How long di d you know t he man you married? 

OR: I knew hi;:, three year before we were marr ied.. 

EW: We re there unu sual circumstanes when you met i:tim, where did you meet him? 

OR: He c ame to a dance and out of all the g i rls he chos E, me to dance with 

fj -rst ; so I don't know, I gness he just liked me , 

EW: What were your expectations of marriage ? 

OR: Jus t to be marr ied and the main thing wa.s to love e.ach other and get 

along and I alway s figur e,:. i.t was a 50-50 thing. 

EW: What med j_cal services were aw ii labl e to you when you were hav ing your 

children? 

OR: Well there w&.s a doctor. 

EW: Did t l 1e doctor come to your house or did you go to t he hospi t , .. l? 

OR: We went to the hospital. 

EW: In Sandpoint? 
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OR: Yes, thP.y had one i St. Maries , too when my children were born. 

EW: What f a ctors mos t affected t he number of children you had? 

T;!here did yt u get you r knowledge about childbirth and childrea r i ng? 

OR: I don't know, I just; I suppose from older women. 

EW: Poss ibly your m~ther? 

OR: Oh yes, I suppose my mother and nei ghbor ladies. 

EW: How · as the role of your children changed since y ou had children? 

OR: '.•ell they've grown up and are on t heir own, ha.ve families of their own. 

And grandchildren and great grandchi l dren tha t I enjoy. 

EW: What do you personally do for recreation? 

OR: I belo-r1g to so amany lodges and two or thr ee clubs and the Senior Citi-

zens and we dance every Saturday . 

EW: Oh you do, that's a n i ce thing to do. Do you. go to the Elks to dance ? 

OR: Wel l I haven't in quite a few years bec,mse my sons aren't here, I used 

to when they were here. We ·go over to the Eagles to danc e but mo s t ly 

down here. a t the cent er. 

EW: Thinking back what are s ome of the ·hings you've. done to ht~lp suppor t 

your family? And I suppose that would be to r ,d.se a garc!en. 

OR: I jw=:t made a ho1!1e for the.rm and raised a nice garden. 
I 

EW: Did you have cows? 

OR: Oh yes, we ha d cows and chickens .. 

EW: How do you; has th r e ever been a time when you had. t he major responsibil i ty 

of your fa mily? 

OR : Yes part of the time wh en the chil dr en were growing up and going t i:, school 

her e :i.n town. Hy husband worked out in the timber . He was gone a week at 

,'1 time. 

EW: Then you had full responsibili t y of the children. But. you have . ever had 

to help support them? 

OR: Oh no I've n ever had to. 
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EW: What connnunity activities have you been involved in? 

OR: I belong to the Home Demonstra t ion Club 

EW: I heard you mention Senior Cid.zens. 
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OR: I was tak i ng an acti ve club in the Senior Citizens in hopes of gett ing it 

going. I had belonged quite . a number of years to the Grandmother's C:i.ub. 

Yes I' ve been the grandmo·-her of the year , too. 

EW: What do yo· do at the grandmother 's club? 

OR: We have a business meeting once a month a11 d. at the second meeti:-1g of the 

mon th , we play cards and. w,. 've always had quite an active club. 

EW: Would you t ell something about the Senior Citizens clu:)? 

OR: We hav,~~ a potluck dinner one . a month a.ncl every Saturday afternoon we 

da:1.ce. We have two meet ings a month, business meetings and once a month 

we gather and I'll take time in putting out a little paper. We put out a 

little paper ca lled "The Sparkler" Of course 'here's two of the ladies 

that kind of go ahead and plan the articles to be put i the paper and 

we all gather the1· e on a certain date and address those and send them 

out i :-1 the mail. 

EW: Who do they go to? 

OR: To all our member~ .,.nd we have about 300 members. 

EW: That's quite a bit of doing. 

OR: And then we t.<:tke turn and two wf us will kind of take care of the club 

for a week a t a time and. do the janifor work , sell the rummage and a.::i.swer 

the telephone. ; 

EW: Somebody told me the club wa.sn' t funded by anything. 

OR: We had government help to start wit:11 and we gave food sale,, and rummage 

sales and all different thing, to bring in money and we finally; when 

the business Ill"'Il of the tmm donated rn.oney to help us get started and 

we oon was able to get away from the government help. S we paid for 

our building, which wa .s 16,000 dollars and we paid for that in just a 
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littl e over a year. 

EW: And you earn a11 your own money? 

OR : Yes. Our rummage tha -.'.: we sell helps pay our expenses and a lso we ha.ve every 

Tuesday night, Bingo which brings in money. For a long time we saved the 

alumim1m beer cans and sold those and got quite a bi t of money. At a sell 

we go through ,.wur rummage and pick 1ou.t the things that don 't sell we] 1 

and make good rags and send them to the plywood mill. And that brings in 

quite a littlL bit for us . 

OR : He went to work for t he mill Lumber Company and he worked up by 

Fernwood and then they changed; he started t o go up Alder Creek to l og, 

so my husband found a homestead cabin for us to live in so we moved up 

there " Just toot some beddfr1g, dishes and clothing. We sor t of camped. ut 

all winter and we d i dn't have only one near neighbor and I just though I 

had moved to the~ end of the world when I got there, s ix miles f rom the 

railroad. We spent a good winter ar,d. there was a post office about a 

mile from s ,md a little grocery store called Sebestus Post Of f ie,.:! . 

EW: Was that there in Fernwood? 

OR: No, in Alder Creek what they call the B•: newah Country. We used to buy 

frest. meat and eggs from thj_s little store. 

EW: C.an you tell about the shoveling? 

OR: Well I was going to; the part t hat my .. eighbor wanted me to t,~11 was 

how I came from Spokane on the train and changed tra ins here in St. Maries 

and went up the brarn'.h line a _d got up off the mouth of Alder Creek and 

rode t he log train about four miles up the. c.anyon an<l ate lunch ,H a 

loggi.ng camp the1i :rode the 1 og train up another t"-'O or three mi.Jes and 

tt e t' s where w1~ went to find this cab:i.n and moved into it. 

(the tape is shut off at t his point and continues) 

EW: You said you were lonesowe in Spokane . 

OR: I lived alone i n Spokane a month and was feeling lonesome and I told my 
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husba nd that I would gladl y Jive in any kind of a lit tle cabin tf I could 

be close to where he could be home so he found a cabin for us to live in, 

it was a h omestead ca bin and sol came to St. :Maries on the train and I 

came up t o the branch line on the train and the log tr.9.:Ln met me at the 

mouth of Alder Cre ek and I rode the log tra in for abou t four miles and 

4 ot off and a tE: l unch at a logging camp and got on the log trai and rode 

a out thre1~ miles far ther and got off and wa.J.ked in about an inch of snow 

in h igh heel shoes and fina i ly came to t he cabin but the funny part of it 

was the way I was dressed.. I had on r eal nice dress, a bla ck satin skirt 

and a Georgetta crepe waist wi t h it and a '.~ lack plush oat with a. big 

fur colJa.r and h ~r e I was rid i ng in a grea sy engine a r.d I don't know 

why I dLcln' t have rubbers on . Leaving Spokane and kc owing I wa s going to 

the woods. 

EW: You said t he hoople skirt was a problem? 

OR: Well yes, I had to climb up in th oc:. enginE! which was a l ong step and. I 

had on a hobble skirt: and I had to p 11 myself up to sit in that gr2c1 sy 

engine . We finally came to the log cabin and lived t here all winter 

and I thought I ha d come to th . end of civilization, I was sj_x miles from 

t he railroad. , never ha d been that far away in t he woods and had one 

Ilt::d.ghbor, an elderly l,,ay who h adn It been to St. Maries, only onc e in. 

eight yec.rs so she couldn't tell me very many inte:n ~sting things . Luckily 

we were only about a mile and a half from a l i ttle grocery stor1:' a::1d a 

little post office and we used o buy fresh meat and eggs ther.! so we 

manage, to lived t.here all wfr1ter and I did lots of fancy work ~md read 

lots of stori.es and I thought If I ever live throngh this winter, I'd be 

glad to go b.s.ck to town but I lbmd there nine years. 

EW: Did you have a woodstove? 

OR: Oh yes we hacl a woodstove) hubby carried a water , we had a nice spring 

close to the; we finally bough land and liVE!cl for nine years out t riEire. 



RANDALL/WOOD 6 

The youngeters were o~_d enough to go to scr..o 1 and we moved into to ...... n and 

I've lived in St. Maries ever since. 

(end of inte rview, tap,~ 12 side 2) 
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