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This is an in terview· with Bett:, Smith on May 11, 1975 in Kooskia, Idaho. 
The interviewer is Eileen Bouchard. 

EB: From Kooskia, Ida.ho and this is the Rura l History Women's Project. 

Bet y, what is your maider1 name? 

BS: Betty Virgiliia Thies 

EB: And when were you born? 

BS: F~h. 25, 1938. 

EB: Where were you born? 

BS: Spokane, Washington. 

EP.: Where was your first heme in Idaho? 

BS: I grew up on a farm five mil es west of Worley. 

EB: And you were born in Id aho so you never did have to immigrate here. 

BS: No my folks lived there; I lived in the sa.me house from the time I was 

born until the time: I was marr ied. 

EB: Flow old were you when you. got married? 

BS: I waf: 16. 

EB: And how did your family get around vhen you were a little girl? 

BS: They had an old car, I think it was ahout a 1930 Chevrolet a.nd. then later, 

I imagL .e when I was about five years old he had an old old pickup. 

EB: Now I 'ru gonna ask you a few questions about your fa.mily background. 

What was your mother's maiden name.? 

BS: BernDd.jne Haisington. 

EB: What nationality is that? 

BS: The last name is English but she's a mixture of about seven different na­

tionalities. 

EB: I was gonna ask if there was any particular nationali 1-y that it settled 

the area your parents lived in. 

BS: ·Mostly Engl ish and German. 

EB: And what was your mother 's occupation? 

BS: We.11 she just worked he.lping the. farmer's wives up until she got m rried 

and she was a housewife. 
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EB: And when was your mother born? 

BS: I n 1906, July 8th. 

EB: And what was her place f birth? 

BS: Well shEi called it t he Big Bend Country. It was over ar und Koulee Dam 

somewhere. 

EB: Big Bend Co 1rtry; I wonder wh,1 they called it that. 

BS: Well it was just the big dusty desert. I t 's where Dll the dust storms 

form up. 

EB: Like a dust bowl. 

BS: Yeah 

EB: And your mother' s still living? 

BS: Yes 

EB: When was your mother married? 

BS: In 1925 

EB: What was your fa t her's name? 

BS: John He.nry Thie s 

EB: And what was his occupation~ 

BS: He was a farmer and then later he worked ;J s a carpe ter, too. 

EB: Did he have a wheat f a rm or what kind of a f a.rm did he have? 

BS: l•!ostly wheat; little ats and bar ley and gr ew some grass seed and -caised 

his own hay. 

EB : How large was his fanu? 

BS: Just 160 acres. 

EB: Were farms genera l l y smaller then, the wheat farms , than they are now? 

BS: In that ar ea but hi s was one of the smallest ones around. 

EB: And he made it alr ight on that? 
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BS: Yeah that's c..ll he did unt=-1 after 

pentering for my c usin. 

~1as married and then he started car-

EB: And when was your father born? 
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BS: In J905 

EB: And where waE he born? 

BS: In Fair£ i 1~ld, Wash , 

EB: And your father is also living? 

BS: Yes. 

EB: And did you have any sisters or b iothers? 

BS: I've gt one sister, Arlene Glenda Kohler. 

EB: Where does Arlene live now? 

BS: In Coeur d 'Aleti e. 

EB: What is your hu sband's name? 

BS: Robert Melvin Smith. 

EB: And what is his occupation? 
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BS: He's a logger but the last six years he's worked as an ou t fi tter and guide 

whenever there is a hunting season for anything . 

EB: What :L s an outfitter? 

BS: They take ou t cf state hunters and h,~ used to set up hunting camps and have 

horses but he's gotten rid of all of then;. and he only guides now. 

EB: And w .at about his trapping , is that still an occupation? 

BS: In the wintertime he traps. 

EB ~ What does he trap? 

BS: Oh Bobca ts and coyotes mainly. 

EB: And what does he do with the a:c1J.mals after he traps t hem? 

BS: He traps thern for a buyer. 

EB: And w:iat is his date of birth? 

BS: 1933. 

EB: And where was he born? 

BS: Aber dene, Weshington. 

EEi: And what was the date and the place you wer e marriE.d? 

BS: We wer e. married i n Coeur d '/ l ene Idaho in 1954. 
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EB: And how old is your husbanc: now? 

BS: 1,.2. 

EB: And what are your childre 's names ? 

E-S: I've got five children, Terry Lee, Theodore Joe, Kelly Lynn, Becky Sue and 

Shelly Terena. 

EB: And are any f them working? 

BS: The two oldeHt boys wor1: in the woods. 

EB: What do they do? 

BS: They're loggers mainly hooking. 

EB: Do they work for a logging company? 

BS: They worked with their dad; t hey contracted a job le.st year but this year 

they hope to go to work for one of the other l oggers. 

ETI: That sounds like a pretty good j ob. 

BS: Tedd.y is working on a saw mill right now. 

EB: How old is Teddy ? 

BS: He's 18. 

EB: How old is Terry? 

BS: He's 19. 

EB: And Terry did sonething i n teresting just recer..tly, didn't he? 

BS: Yeah he was i that mov i e, "Breakhert Pass" Re worked as a cavalry man and 

he also played a.n Indian for a couple of days. 

EB: How did he get into that? 

BS: He heard that they needed some local people for cavalry and he went down 

there and they told him to come back on a certain day and they signed him 

up. 

EI': Did he en.joy it? 

BS: Ee had a lot of fun. He r eally liked most of the stars that he got to work 

with. 

~H: He got to know them? 

/ 
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BS: Nost of them; they didn 't see to nu.ch of the star, Charles: Bronson but 

this Ben Johnson, he really gnt to know him and we think that someday he 

m:'..ght come out and go bea:r bunting with us. He ,;..•,;,nts to guide him on a 

bear hunt. 

EB: That would really be fun. 

EB: Ok what about your education? 

BS: I went just: 2 years to high scho ol and I went and got married. 

EB: What skills have you learned throughout your life? 

BS: Well just a little hit of everything; when I was home I helped my dad in 

the fields. He <l :i.dn't have a boy to help him so I did it and I drove a 

tra.ctor in the ha.y field and when I was old enough I learned to drive a 

gra.in truck and wheat. I milked cows and did gardening; then later when I 

got mar r ied I of course lear ::1ed to cook and sew and I helped build our 

hou:,e , I put the roof on, put the floor in and what I could do and I like 

to do minor home repairs , wire light fixtures and plug jns and I like to 

overhaul lamps and things like that. I l ove to bake bread, I d0 all the 

painting her:: in the hou s e and I like t o sew, I made my drapes and I make 

a lot of my girls and my own clothe.s. 

EB: Do you reupholster? 

BS: Yeah I reupholstered a chair; I've learned to knit anc crochet anci most 

of the time I'm pretty busy coking for the hunteTs. 

EB: That's a pretty big job; about how many hunten: do you cook f or? 

BS: Well of course I've got a large family so I always so I always include 

them but I coo1' for as many as 22 or 23 people. 

EB: And you've even chopped some wood in your days? 

BS: Until my boys got big emough, I chopped my own wood. I'm here a~.one so 

much that I had t o learn t o do it or I'd f reeze. 

EB: What are your hobbies, or other j_:1 terests outside of work around the home? 

BS: Well that keeps me pr etty b\A. SY but in the summer I like to go swimming. 
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BS: Of conrse I alwaye had to go with the ki ds when they were small and we 

like to go out ldking and t ake movies. 
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EB: Do you swim right out here i n the river at a.11 or do you swim elsewhere? 

BS: No just the river; the first time I got in the pool I just: about couldn't 

swim . 

EB: It's a little bit different . What to you are the advantages or disadvan­

tages of living her,~ in the ruraJ area? 

BS: Well the shopping isn't as good a i.f you' re. closer to a bigger tmrn. If 

we want to buy l i ke a lot of gr oceries, cases of things, we have to go 

to LE•wj ston. And of course , when you a re looking f or clothes you don't 

get near as big a choice . But as far as I know that's the only disadv-2.n­

tage there is to liv ing away from the city. 

EB: What about medical facilities and all that are they pret t y adequate? 

BS: Not r eally. If there is any t hing seriously wrong t we go go Lewis ton. Tl1e 

doctors here are ok f or a penidllin shot but if it's serious I like to 

go t o a speciali~t. 

EB: What about thE! advantages of living liere? 

BS: I think for kids it's so much better , they are away from all this city 

life and t hey learn to get out an.cl work and we've got th_. s mountain here 

above our place and the boys r ractica lly grew up on that mountain and 

they've learned to hunt. One boy spent the night out alone in the woods 

one fa.11; he got separated wt.en they were Elk Hunting and he knew where 

he was unti_ i t got dark and he could 1't see to get back. He made it just 

fine. He knew enough to lay down in one place and he said he even slept 

part of t he night and he didn' ~ panic. I was real proud. of him. 

EE: Do you think your boys are pret t:y self sufficient. They could take care 

of t hemselves if they had to? 

BS: I think they would if they are in this kind of country but H they went 

to a city they would be just lost. 
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EE.~ How would you compare your life as a rural woman with tbat of an urban 

woman? 

BS: Well I wouldn't trade with them. I like being out wh•re we can be fairly 

by ourselves and not a lot of people a.round. I don't think the crime is 

as bad. I'm not afraid to let the boys walk to the neighbors after da.rk. 

We never lock our doors at night until we go to bed; we don't have to 

worry, of course we have encugh dogs t o warn us if anyone comes around 
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but even fo r ,~ntertainruent I thin : it's so much cheaper. Anythir.g you want 

to do in the city, you havE~ to pay, it cost money and here if you want 

something to do you can drive for a mile and you are by the river. You 

can have a picnic or go :3wimming or hunt mushrooms or pick flowerE.• and it 

doe n't cost you anything. 

EB: Do you do a lot of that with your kids? 

BS: Yes when the weather t s nice we a .. e always out by the ri.ver. 

EB: In the summer t ime you do a lot of things outdoors together? 

BS: Yes, it's so much cooler, you can driv1~ up the river and when you hit the 

23-mile m.s:r k you can just feel the temperature dropping . On the weekends 

we like to go up and stay until evening and come. back to town and you can 

just fee l the heat whe1~ you drive back int town, it's so much hott er here. 

EB: So you don't think you would trade for the life of a city woman? 

BS: Never. 

EB: You like it here in this life? 

BS: Yes definitely. 

EB: How does your famil ; now compar ,2 to famil y life when you were a child? 

BS: Wel l it's qui te differE:nt . Out on the farm it see•med like my dad was 

always busy. Sunday was no differen t than any other day $ i f there waE. work 

to be done he did it and we hardly ever went anywhe re and there was no one 

to play with but just ny s ister. Company was one of the biggest deals 

there could be. We were thrilled to death 1,-:rhen we seen a car coming . Of 
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course here we have .. ompany nearly all the time. My ki ds have never been 

alone. Of cour se there i s a lot of th,:! hunters t hat stay wit h us. I enj oy 

people, I like to be a.round people and I would get lonesome if I Jived on 

a farm where I didn't see anyone. 

EB~ Do you thinl. a lot of people t oday have forgotten how to be· alone? 

BS: Yes I do; and I think they've for gotten how to get along without the modern 

t hings like television. When ours broke dol~Tt I was glad. It was so peace­

ful a.nd we played cards and of course we had the r adio and t e phonograph 

and we l:Lke.d to play games togl~ther in the evening. Cbeckers or any kind 

of games and I really didn 't miss the TV at all . 

EB: That's good, I don't like TV ~uch myself. 

How was your life then , financ i ally compar ed to now? Were you mor e self­

sufficient or did you have much mor..ey? 

BS: No niy folks wer e. really quite poor when I was born and they just have the 

small fa1'1n and up until he got the farm paid for things ~.·ere reall y tough. 

Like when I wa.s in the finrt grade I t hink I had two winter dresses and 

my mother ma.de them and I can remember she ev en made my coats. We go t two 

pair of shoes a yea.r. We got a. pair to stc:.:r t school .s.nd usually about 

February we wou l d have to have anothe.r pair and t hose would have to last 

us until thE~ next fal l . 

EB: Did you mother m.s.ke a lot of the things that you would buy now like soap 

j ust around the house things, clothes and thi ngs that people buy t:o<lay? 

BS: Yes she made nearly all of our clothes. She even made our ·.,:nderwear. She 

made us flannel bloomers whi ch I hated, but they were sure warm and I 

hac. t o wear the old long bro"m socks because we h.o.d so far to walk to 

school and it was so cold . 

EB: What about heating and all that, did you have a wood stove? 

BS: 'L'hey .always had a wood stove and she always cH-d her own canning and like 

you sc:.id, makin g soap. 
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EB: Did she do any s pinning or weaving he r self? 

BS: Not that I ca.n remember of, I don't think she did. 

EB: What about free time, whc1.t did you use to do with your free. time? 

BS: i.:'e.11 I remember I used t 0 get awful lonesome . In the summer especially 

when i t was hot, W t-!. had an awful time trying to find a way to enter tain 

ourselves because like I said, I only had one sister and she was nearly 

four years •;:,lder than I was but it seemed there was always something to 

do if Wf~ r eally wanted to do i t , you know kids get bo:r-e,d. 

EB: You couldn' t just get in the truck and drive out to the country for a 

picnic? 

BS: Ne, we hardly ever did tha t. It was really a big deal then. 

EB: It was ki.H.d of an extravagance wasn't it? 

BS: Well you had to go so far to f i nd a lake or real woods or anything like 

that. It seemed like dad wa s always busy. He worked awful hard, long hours. 

EB: 'What were some of the things you and your sister did when you were child-

ren? 

ES: Well we both like dolls, we played dolls an awful lot together and we had 

thi s little ~ame where we pretended to be teenagers. We eve+ade up c.. fav­

orite name for each other. 

EE: What were your name. ? 

BS: I think that min e was Peggy but I can't r emember f or sure, but: we even had. 

a pretenc: boyfriend. His name was Duane and m,y sis ter's was Glen til we 

outgrew that. 

EB: Were. you expec ted to go on t o school to high school or anything? 

BS: Well my sister graduatec from High School. Sr_e was Val de.ctorian of her 

class. I was never real good i n school ; I got passing grades but when I 

got up around t he seventh grade I di dn't reall y enjoy school. I met Bob 

and we knew each other for near l y two yean:. and I think my folks knew in 

the b.=.ck of the i r minds tha +- I was going to get marr i ed before I finished. . 
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EB: How olcl were you when you got married? 

BS: I lacked three montht-: of being 17. We came f r om a real small school , there 

was only 35 in the whole high school and it wasn 't the ides.1 school. You 

didn't have much choice of wha t. subj ec ti:; you took. I :c1ever reaJ 1.y thought 

t oo much about what I wc1nted to be. I guess I just knew I ,vas going to 

gE:t married. 

EB: How cl:i.d you meet Bob? 

BS: Th.s.t's a long story. My sister met his little brother i n t he bus depot 

in Spokane and I was with her but I never sai d nothing to him and lt,?. 

took her name and add r ess and he was my age and about a year later Bob 

decided he wanted to write to a girl, he was too bashful to go meet one. 

So he wrote to my sister and they wrote fer maybe six months when one 

da:1 he came to s,~e her and she already had a boyfriend so she old me 

not to let her boyfriend 1rnow that Boi-, had come to see her so I just acted 

like I kne1,1 him and he got kind of serious right away and I told him I 

was too yourig to get serious and i t hurt his feelings and he thought I 

didn't like him so he brought hts younger brother out and thought I 

might Jike him. It was quit a mix up before we finally decided that I 

knew he was the. one I want -d. 

EB: It was pretty complicated with all t he sisters and brother s. 

BS: Very 

EB: How old was Bob when you got m8..rried? 

BS: He was almost 21, he j u.st lacked a month. 

EB: And you had know him and his brother for about two year s before you got 

marri,~d? 

BS: Yes. 

EB: vfoat do you remember about the thtngs you did together during your ourt­

ship before ycu were marr ied? 

BS: We u:i.dn't get to do very i::u~h because he was toe poor. He hcd to drive 
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about 180 mile.s to see me. When he woul d come up h e would always stay a 

few days and we never did have the 1roney to go anywhere. He just stay~d 

there at home and I g 1ess we watched Tv in the evenings and we us r~d to 
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go for walks after i t cooled off. Later 0 :.1 he brought my sis ter and I 

down here to 1:1eet his folks and we were about four days here .. One day his 

mother, t l<'O brothers and his s i ster took my sister an d I all for a ride 

up in the mounta ins and we go t stuck i n the mud and ended up s ':: aying over ··· 

night in this old pickup and I remember tha t . 

EB: Now Betty what a bout your e a rly marr i ec~ life. What were some of your ex -· 

pectations before marriage a nd have thoE:e been met? 

BS: Well I think the only thing I really thought about t o much was just making 

a good home and both of u s being happy and we've had some r ough time,s. I 

think we have succeeded. 

EB: That noise in the background, that's a two-way radio isn't it? 

BS: Yes my husband and so ,. s got thew and they c me in handy when they are 

bear hun ting. 

EB: They get messages back home and ev erything. 

ES: Right. 

EB: That would make me feel a lot more comfortable if I knew they were alright 

out there .. 

ES: Excep t ·;,hen they are down in t he canyons I can't rea c:h them. 

EB: Is that vexy often? 

BS: Yeah qui t e a bit of t he time. He ha s to be up on top of t h,~ ridge. 

E:3: When you we re having your chilciren, what k ind of medical services were 

ava ilable to you? 

BS: Just the ordinary all aroun d type doc.tor. All of them but tbe last one wa s 

born in a hospital a nd I had the last one a t home. 

EB: Who helped you to do t r.at? 

BS: Th~re' s an old doctor that will deliver once in .'.'JWhile. H(~ says he's getting 
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to old to do it all t he time but I talked. b j_m into it. And it was great. 

EB: You really l iked it? 

ES: Yes if I had it to do over again, I 'd have all five of them at home . 

EB: That' s f ascinating. What ki nd of things affectec t he number c,f children 

you have? Did you dec :i_de how many you wanted to have? 

ES: We had the first two boys righ t mmy. I really wanted a baby and then I 

decided I didn't want to have him grow up alone s o far apart like I was, 

so \I.Te had the s econd one .. Then latE~r on I got to t hinking t hat it would 

he nice to l:ave another one so we had anothe?" one and they were all t,oys 

and I was awful disa.ppo:i:nted when I had t he third boy and I deciGed 

that's all I wanted. Then years later r medical reasons and because I 

still wanted a little girl we dec i ded to have another one and the 1.s.st 

one was unplanned. 

EB: She wa s kind of a surprise? 

BS: Yeah I guess 

EB: She 's a doll t hough. 

EB: Nb.at do you see as a fu ture for yo ·r children? 

BS: I expect the boys tc, grow up i: r etty much f ollowing their dad in t he log­

ging and hunting and guiding busfoe.ss. And the girls arc to young t o tell. 

EB: o you have any ideas of what you would like t he-,m to do or i.s it up to 

them? 

BS: I t 's mainly t1p t o them, the two oldest boys don't really have the educa­

tion to d.o any bus i ness type wor k. They weren't very good in scrool. They 

didn't like school. So I imagim! they' 11 pre tty much be· loggers. 

EB: What about the gir l s, are they to young fo r you to tell just yet? 

BS: Yes really, we'l.1 just have to wait til t hey are ol der and see . 

EB: When you think back, what have you done t o help support the family? 

BS: W~ll I do wha t I can to SE1ve money. I can all of the fruit and vegetables 

that I c.a n get and. I bake my mm bread most. of the timl, . I make most of 
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there is. 

tB : I think that too. Do you t l:ink a lot of young worn.-:m today don't unders t s.nd 

tho~ k i nd of things? ( end o f tape side 1 ) (Tape 7) 

BS: I think a lot of them have been hc::bied too much and a r e s poiled and I 

have se en some of t hem that hav e sort of a selfish a t titude. They knew 

wha t they wanted and they 1,·ere going to get it and you have to sacrifice 

a lot. 

EB: Do you ever f eel that you're not satisfied ~d.th your l i. e, that you're 

overworked or t 1-1ken advanta ge of? 

BS: At times yes . When I really get t i n ,d I have a tendency to think that. I'm 

being used once in a while bu t i t just last until the next day and I get 

over it. 

EB: So you really enjoy what you do hen~? 

Ss: Yes I do. As long a s ; it's usua lly when t he hunters are here and lots of 

times I don' t get to bed un til 1 o'clock in the morning. I have to get 

up early to ge t them off hunting th =, next day and if they' r e nice and 

they act like they appreciate i t t hen I'm alr ight. But 13ome of them are 

so hard to please that you jus t feel like you don't care. 

EB: You just lool· a.t that as a part of your work because this ,_s your hus-­

band' s work ? 

BS: Righ t. It's th"' only way I can help him and I do it. mostly to save money, 

We could t ake• them to a cafe to eat or board them in a motel but we 

wouldn't make much by the time we pai d the expenses. _ _ .:. 

EB~ I s it hard to plan on how to cook for all thm::,. men? Do you have trouble 

with it or are you pretty used to it now? 

K': Really I'm used to i t because I have to fix pretty good s :iz:,ed mea ls for 

just r.1y family but the hard. part of it ir. ~ is not knowing what ·:: ime they 

a re going t o le in to ea . I l ikei to fix something like spaghetti or 

stew or something that I can wai:r,owir when they a.re late. The last ones 
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we had there was three di fferent gr oups and t hey didn't even all get here 

at the Eame time , So I feed part of them and maybe a couple more would 

ge t here. 

E:B ~ Was there n l ot of cooking on the f arm when you were a young girl? 

ES: Just dur i::.g haying s eason, my uncle and cousins used t o come over and help 

put in the hay because my clad didn't own a hay ba ler and when they were 

there the11 there was ,~xtras to cook for. My J11other always cooked b:i.g meals 

like most farms do. 

EB: What kinds nf foods would she cook? 

BS: When she had ex t r a she usuc.lly fixed a "b:tg roast and of course, mashed 

potatoes Hnd gra1 She always baked pie or cake for company which we 

didn't have to much for just us . She wasn't one to fix il lot of sweets 

and desserts. So it was usually quite e:l'~Citing for l ittle kids around 

haying time . 

EB: Did you ever have t o help out b . the kitchen during t hose times ? 

BS: Yes, we always had to help, we peeled vegetables , we always had to help 

with disbe:s and thingH l ike that a fterwards . 

EB: Did you girls have a lot of chores or di d you feel :rou had a lot of time 

to play? 

BS: Well I had qui te a few chor es because my sister was older ar:d she didn ' t 

like to work outsid . so usually I was the one that did the outsi de \A°·ork 

and I a lways had t o feed the chickens c:: n.d gather t he eggs and I had to 

car ry the wood f or the wood cook stove which we had until after I was 

married and I had to milk the cows and separat1~ the milk and help in the 

fields. 

EB: Did you have a cream separater then or did you have to do it some other 

way? 

BS: When I wa !3 ~,maller we had one th.,. t we turned and then later on he got an 

electr ic one and you just pl ugged it i n and I alway.:, had to wasb it after--
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wards and I ha ted that cho e. 

EB: You really tmted it. 

BS: Yeah I didn 1 t like to wash the cream separa er. 

EB: What a.bout fe1~ding the chic.kens did you enjoy t!1at? 

BS: Well just like most kids it kind of griped me because I was the one that 

always had to do it. Just getting at it was the worst par t, it wasn 't a 

hard jnh . 

EB: What c..bout carrying the wood, did you enjoy that or did you ki.nd of be­

grudge it? 

ES: Oh I didn't mind tha:t. ,to much, it was in th e basement and I didn't have 

to go outside i _ t he cold t get it. 

EB: i.d the wood stoves kc "p your house nice and Wc!rm? 

BS: They had a rea-1 warm house, my dad wa s a real good carpenter and what he 

did, he had an old schoolh,wse t hat he remodeled and you'd nev er know it 

had been a schoolhouse, now. 

EB: Rc•w old was it do you think when it was built? 

BS: He got i t hefore I was born so I think it was quite old then. He put it 

on log skits and pulled it about five mil es across the fields. 

EE: He moved it first. 

BS: Yeah he had to move it. 

EB: Wow, that's pretty interes ting. A lot of hard wor 1~ it sounds like. 

BS : Yes it took a good many years. 

EB: And now dow!l here in Kooskia, do you belong to any connnuni ty or church 

activit:i.es? 

BS: I run a member of Jehovah's Witnesses. I don't belong to any connnunity 

clubs of any kind. 

EB: Is there a reason why you're no t ? 

BS: I'm just busy at home. I figure if I can t ake care of my family tnat I 

have got enough work without belonging to any clubs. 
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EB: You d on't care to much for the. soc·,,al s ide of it? 

E8: No not really. 

EB: What about the childre.n o r Bob, a Te they pret y much the same? 

BS: Bob is worse than I am, h e. doesn't even like to go to a movi e unless it's 

a drive-in, he just doesn't like to be around a lot of people. 

EB : But you are a really c.lose family unit. 

BS: l think so, yes. 

EB: It: seems like to me when I wz.tch everybody inter c.ct. 

BS: The boys hav ,=. no desire to run around town ir. t he evenings or anything 

like tha ~ . They an-:! content to :.stay home. 

EB: You hava1' t had a.ny of your k ..:..dt: been into some of the things a lot of the 

kids today are. 

BS: No; !::.1 t I know that I have never had any trou le wi h them at a ll. 

EB: The drug culture and all that, it just doesn't interest them at all? 

BS: No I'm sure they have never tried it and as f ar as I know one beer is 

the most either one of them have drank at one time. 

EE,· Do you thir, :~. your boyE: are so much; I mean you don't have t o worry about 

them the way a lot of parents would. 

' BS: Well the·1r dad or I, nei+ht.R. one cl.rink and we have no desire to go to 

dances or ba::- s or anything like th, t. They don't see us doing it and I've 

triec'. t o raise my kids by bib.Le princi;les. They s ee us by trying to live 

by what we t t!ach them and I when I tell them something j .s wrong, I show 

them ir. the Bible where it says it's wrong. That's just my idea , 

EB: You try to be an example to them and you try t.o back it u.p with the Jhble 

teaching. 

BS: YGu can't tell a child not to do something and then they turn around and 

see you doing it ancl expect t he·m to have any faith in what you say. 

EB: They seem pretty respectful in the things you t each them and you a s k 

them to do and i .t' s your i dea. 
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BS: Yes :f t hink so. 

EE: That mus t make you feel good. 

BS: 1"t-does,, I'm very proud of my bo'fs, I get a lot of compliments on thE,11. 

EB: Are there any maga zines or newspapers that you r family subscribes to? 

BS: We take 2. few magazines, yee , Bob gets the Hunting ... _nd FishL.g magazines j 

and I get a couple of women's magazines . 

EB: Which ones would those be? 

BS: I think it's Redhook and ~c~all's, I just started getting them. We have 

the 3:.ble study that we bring home .. 

EB: Do you enjoy your magazines pre tty much7 

BS: Yes I do .. 

EB: What is it in them that you really enjoy? 

ES: Well I like the recipes, the patterns and I like to read the short 

stories in them an,.1 I just enjoy looking at the modeled homes and things 

Hke that. I like to sit and think of what I would like to do with my 

house if we co·1ld afforL it. 

EB: But you have c.one most of your house yourself haven't you? 

ES: Yes, ou,:- house burned down wbeu. we had been married fj ve years and we 

had no insurance and we alrE" s.dy had three children so we just started 

f r om scratch and built our own. Of course Bob vas working a lot of th1~ 

time and ridn't have t ime to work on it arn1 I just started doing ,hat 

I could do. 

EB: Of course Bob I s work he doesn't get any kind of S.E!curity or insurance .. 

BS: Well he usually logs enough to where hi~ c:an draw a little unerrploymen t 

in the winter time. And of course he pays in his social s ecurity. If 

anything di d happe . to him I might be able to draw socia l securi ty for 

the ch:U.dren til they were 18 .. 

EB: You don't have any kind of r..iedical insurance? 

BS: No we have 11.0 medical insurance a t all. 
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EB: Would it be pre tty hard t o make those bills if anything we:rc to happen? 

BS: Well we: have hac quite a few doctor bil ls just sii, <'- e winter. So far we 

hav e managed to get by. vk~ are thinking of getting hospi tal insurance. 

EB: Hospital costs right now a re high. 

BS: Yes they are terrib l e. 

EB: Do you watch T,~te.vision '? 

BS: Some. I would ratber crochet in the eveni ngs or write, letters .. There are 

·.ertain p1·ograms th <ct f: I watch. 

EE: What kind of programs do you enjoy? 

BS: Wel 1 I like the animal shows, Anima::_ World is r eal good. I like the music 

shows. Hae Davis and the Irish Rovers; I always wat ch them. 

EB: ~hat's tha t all abo t? 

BS: They're just music 

EB: And then there 's one we l ike, to watch it's called i:Moving On" It's about 

a Couple of truck dr:ivers and I like it. 

EB: I bet Bob c an kind of e,n joy that. 

BS: Yes, he likes it af: well as I do .. 

EB: What a.bout the ne,;,;s , do you watch the ner,.·s much? 

BS: Oh a littJ e , I don't enjoy the news because it's such a wicked wcrld that 

we are living in. It can really make a person dep1·essed and I listen en ough 

to know what's goi.ng on but that's abou t all. 

EB: Thinking bac.k on your day to day to l ife, wha t. are the most common things 

that Bob would talk to you about each day, say like when he'd come back 

from the woods or somethir:.g? 

BS: He usually walks in and s ays "well how did it go today?" and :Lt's just 

mainly rou t ine. 

EB: oes he take 1:1 pretty big interest in the children? 

BS: Oh yes, he' s taken then, with them . Be started taking them steelhead fish­

ing when they we.re about 3 or 4 years old. and he's taught thc.1I to shoo t 
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a gun when t hey were quite young. He 's never a l lowed them to have a bee­

bee gun . He says th .y 're gonna shoot the eal thing an.d they're gonna know 

what it can do and he' s nearly ahrays got om.> of them with him when he 's 

out hunting or checking traps or anything . He enj oys taking t i e boys and 

teaching hi t1 what he cc..n. 

EB: Wha t about th,~ girls do they get in on any of that? 

BS: Becky gets to go once in a while if he isn 't going t c..• do a lot of w::iJ king. 

Of course she c.;_n' t go and keep up wi t h him. 

EE,: I t's ok for her to lea·r1 some of t hose outdoor things t oo . 

BS: Oh yN: he's tak1~.n her up and he's showe,d her a bear and he's showed her 

t he deer and t he elk and everythin6 t hat he can . 

EB: The c. ·i ty kids would have to ~c 'to a zoo to see any of that. 

BS: Pnd like I s aid, the ki ds know wha t mushrooms, to pick and we go berry 

picking a1 1 summer wben there' i- berries t o get and they love it. They 

have all learned to fish. Shelly has even caught a fish. 

EB: And Shelly -Ls pretty young, isn' t. she? 

BS: Yes, she's t hree. 

EB: What about yo . your own life, does he ask you many things about how your 

day wen t or what's on your mi nd or things like that '!' 

BS: If he isn't to t i red somet ·mes he'll come in at night and sit down and 

he ' 11 fall ai=:1 eef before I even have dinner rc~ady. But Ke. t a.lk a lot , I 

think real l y more than most peopl e. We tal k about things that' u tappened. 

1-Ie leaves most of the business Uf to me to takL~. care of. I f~ven book mos t 

of the hunters for him and I, he usually gives me his check and he 'll say, 

,:I want so and. so amount for some ce r tain thiug," and I take the res ·::. and 

pay bil ls and buy wbat has to bl' bought. He don't even go shopp i ng at all. 

He do'() 1 t evf.'n like to go to the gr Jcery store if he can get out of it. 

EE: It sounds like you work pretty close together in a l l the things~ you just 

know what nee.ds to be done. 
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BS: We do , And I usua lly le~ ve most of the big decision E' up to him. Half of 

the time he' l l say, you do whatever you think. Bu t if it's real important 

- we talk it over. 

EE: Do you ev tir get to do anything like travel or take an.y trips together? 

BS: Bob and I have taken one trip together and tha t was 17 yea .sago to go 

any distan,:::e. We go to Coeur d'Alene to vis1t my folks bu t usually I 

stay home with part of the kids. The only trips he takes has to do w::..th 

hunting. He's had to go to Bo i:;- e and pick up the hunt: ,E;rs because the plane 

,;.:ras grounded or someth.!_ng like t hat and he flies back up in the mountains 

two or three times during the winter . 

EB: Do you ever get to ~o on a plane trip with him? 

BS: N there's- usually no room or I can't. get away .for that long but with 

tr.e kids in school I have to pretty nuch stay here. 

EB: Before you did get to go Elk hunting; when was t hat? 

BS: Well about 10 years ago I used to go Elk hunting quite a bit , just for 

the day, we'd come home at night. I .really enjoyed it, I w~nt for several 

years . Since I' ve had the g:t:rls I kind of gave that up. 

EB: Did you shoot a:1 elk yours elf? 

BS: One 

EB: Did you have to p,, ck it out y ,urself? 

BS : No I got i t across the r iver and t here was ab ut five mc•n that was f ollow­

ing us in their ca.r and there was only gun left tlrnt had any shells in i t 

and I spotted the elk and I really cli.d think I c ould hit it E.nyway E'•,J 

they let me t~hoot at i t and when I k i.lled it we bad to all go across t he 

river in the boat an.d we walked up to it and one of the guy H pulled the, 

teeth out and handed them to me 3.nd then ho handed me the huntine; knife. 

I juBt turned a round and s a. :i.d "I' 11 see you at the river fl so they 

dress ed it out e.~--..c then they packed it c•ut later. 

EB: That mu:~ t of been a pl·etty big deal for you . 
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BS: It was , I was real pr cud of myself. 

EB: Does Bob usuc:lly hunt f o:r all the meat. you use here at hom,::.? 

BS: T 1 is is the firs t year that we 've ever had any beef and he traded a bear 

hi<le for a beef . Other tha11 that we irnve always bought pe r k a couple of 

times bu t mainly we 1 i.ve on the deer and ell: . 

EB: Do you ever eat any bear mea t ? 

BS: No Bob won't eat '!:,ear, the boys like it.. They'll wack off some steaks off 

t he bear; and cougar t Ley've ea t €'n cougar. 

EB: I've n,c:Yer heard of eating eougar. 

BS: I t isn't too bad, if yon didn't know what it was, you'd t hink it was p rk. 

But just the thoiights of it, Bob won't eat it. 

EB· Do you have your own f x- E,ezer? 

BS: Yc,s and I cu t the meat myself. 

EB: You do; you ~ut all the d ifferent s teaks and roasts? 

BS : When I cu t meat, there 's steaks , roasts, ha.roburger and a littlE, f,t ew meat . 

EB: ,How did you learn to cut the ruea t? 

BS: By trial and c.rror. 

EB: Nobody sat you down and showed you t hat this i s the way? 

BS: No; if tl1e grain all goes the;, same way, I cnt steaks and if it's to n:ixed 

up , we either pu t it in tb,2. hamburger or make a roast out of i t . 

EB: How d o you make h.:u.1burger? 

BS: I cut it up in littl e pieces and I clean i t up good and t hen we take it 

down and have the nia.rket grind it. 

EB: So you have it t;round for you? 

BS: Yes. 

EB: Do you use the l i ve.r and the other parts of the ani mal? 

BS: Bob won't eat heart or li.ver either but we always give them to his folks 

and they like it. 

EB: And then you clean t h "-' hides? 
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~S; We used to jHst throw t hem away but this yea r we saved them for the f ur 

buyer. 

EB: He buys t bem and he lvw them tanned and othe r people c.an use the f urs? 

BS: Ye. s 

EB: That' .: pretty i n teresting Does Bob set the carc:a s s off for you so you ca n 

cut the 111eat or do you do that yo rself? 

BS : He cuts it into quart rs whicr_ i s really t o big for me t:o handle bu t I 

always manage it. Re~ brings t hem in in the 1riorning be fore he leavEs. It 

takes me just 12 hours of s teady cut t i ng to cut a big elk to c\lt it and 

wr ,tp it. 

EB: Sc, that's a whole days pro ject. 

BS: It is, all <lay and i t ' s a mess. 

EE: Do they gi rls watch you, have you ever tried to teach t hem? 

BS: No I don't war.i t them us ing the knives. I bone it all out, I don't leav­

any bones j_n it at al l . Of course you can use t hem for dog food. 

EB: You have qui.tea few hun t ing dogs ? 

BS: We hav,2. anywher,~ from 8-12- :.. 4 dogs. w, .. got it narr owed down now to about 

eight. 

EB: Do you shc:rpen your own knives and everything? 

BS: I;m not very good at it. Tl,e last fa l l we cut mec.t i n the evenings so I 

got Bob to t ~lp me but before that I 'd just ga t he r up all he knives I 

c ould finci and he'd sh ... rpen them before he left and j us t get by th~ )est 

way I c ould. 

EB: Do you ever have a night ·where you J ust say the :'.1eck with i t and open a 

TV dinner •~1r two? 

BS: No I don't think that I have ever ea ten a Tv dim· er. 

EB: You never orc1 ~r things ou t say like a pizza? 

BS : There's no place around here to d o that. 

ES ; So even a :'." t e r a day of butchering the meat you would fi: · a. big mea l ? 
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BS: Well usually when I do something like tlwt, I' 11 ei--ther cook a big pot of 

chilj or maybe I'll go buy some weiners and have hot dogs or something. 

or maybe soup. 

EB: lt sounds like a big j ob . 

EB: What were some of the most of the important things to you when you decided 

to live down here i n Kooskia? 

BS: It was c-xpected, I had no choice, this was 3ob I s horn,~ and ever s~nce the 

fir st time I had been down here, I loved this country and I a.-n't thin\. 

I would ever want to go back to a farm, I like t he mountains. 

EB: Are there any immediate relatives Jiving dtrwn here near you? 

BS: My mother and. dad live reel close to ui:, but they are the only relatives. 

EB: What l<:5-nd of people are your neighbo:rs? 

BS: Ther 8 1 S only one neighbor t hat we really know and t hat's an old Indiari 

man and hi s daughter anc. her family who have come back and moved in with 

him and she's got l ittle children that play witb ny tW o littl•"· girls. 

They are one of the nicest families l think you could ever l i ve by. 

EB: Have you l <:.arned much from him or vice versa, do you do much togetber? 

BS: Some, he wil~. show you wh E'!ll to plant your garden and when to pick it. 

He 's very good at gardening. 

EB: .And do the Indian people and the wh:1. te people here in Koo skia, do t t ey get 

along pretty wt~ll? 

BS: Sorue of them, t here's a lo t of white people tha t are real fa11atics about 

the Indio,ns. But from what we have found there isn' - a lot of then that 

I wouldn't want t o live by , they do havr: a habit of drinking. The family 

by us, he doum't drink at all and I just can't think of a. 11i.cer pers on. 

EB: That s really interesting. Do the kids enjoy t a lking wi t li Charlie? 

BS: Oh yes , my girls have rea 1-ly liked him aH their lives and when e came 

over and my youngest daughter was jus t real little he picked her up and 

she just g:r j_nned rea l big at him a.r.d he told me that, he sa.ys, "this is 
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the fir st white ba".Jy that I've h e ld that i.sn't scared of me." And he just 

took to her a:id he just lov es her ar.d s he thinkE, · he world of him. 

EB: B·J t it took quite awhil e. for Charlie to trus t you, didn't it? 

BS: I t wa.s a long Ume, we 'vc lived by h im now for ov,~r 14 year s a nd it's jus t 

been t b :> last five years that I have real1 y felt that he really ]_·'ked us. 

They are hard t o get acqua inted with . 

EB: You have a picture here of yourself a nd your mother dressed i n some Indian 

clothe:3 holding up an Indian r ug, can you tell me a l ittle bit ii bout that? 

BS: Those are cCharlie 's clothe s, he has t wo suitcase s full of Ind i an clothes 

and he offered to l e t my mother try on that dress beca u se I was t o t all. 

The dress weigh ts 40 lbs. t h e top par t is solid bea d s and the long whitE! 

beads are ~no de out of t h e backbon e of steelhe ads and t:.ey are worth 50 

cents a piece and they are only about a ha l f an inch l ong and thcn,e clothes 

are real v a l uable, he wouldn't s ell them f or any price-: , 

EB: Did he save thesE~ f rom when he was a young hoy? 

BS: Eis grandfather was an Indian chie f and he got the chief 1 s bonnet t hat 

he wore . But now some of his clo thes are.1.. ' t Nez Perze. c lothes. He said 

thar some of e1.em were from 'Hontana . 

EB: So Charlie was a Nez Perce Indian? 

BS: Ye s 

EB: What a.bout this :rug, do you kn ow anyth1ng about tha t? 

BS: I ' not sure j ust exactly what it is bu t it isn' t really a ru.g. I think 

t hat it was Gom.ething t hat the meri tied aroun d their wai.•Jt and wore a s 

kind of a skirt in f r ont. This fc H a handbag t hat my mot~1er is hold i ng. 

EB: I s -::hat emblem a hawk or an eagle? 

BS: It's an ea gle. The I ndians used t he eagle f eathers fo r all of the:ir head 

dreE:s and I think they' ve go t some t r adition about eagles . 

EB: And th:Ls is the Atr.erican Flag behind t h e Eagle? 

BS ~ It looks l:Lke it. 



SMITII/BOURGdARD 26 

EB: Aw:! all of t his silverwork was handcrafted, I suppose? 

ES: It was .~11 made by t he Indians. 

EB: Wow tha t's pretty intereE,·~.ing. Is there anythirig else that: you can think 

of that you'd like to tell abou l: your expc: riences aG a rural wonc.m? 

BS: Well it takes a lot of hard r:~ork and t here's always someth i ng to be done ) 

you nev,?r get it all done. 

EB: It 's kind of unique, t here aren' t t o many womEc\n that ar ,~ me.rried t o ~ pro­

fessional trapper and hunt er, it's k ind of a dangerous bu s t ness. Is there.. 

any incidences you can reaal:!. that wher e you were s cared or th.tr. gs that 

you had to co:11. tend with? 

BS: Well I used to worry an awful l ot but an:rmore I guess you kind of ·.get 

used t o it, although I know HI really stopped t o think about it that r. 

c ould get upset. There were so n:rmy times, he: takes a lo t of bow hunters 

and t h ey will get wounded there and so1c t.imes he ha s to take t he dogs ar.d 

sometime•s t hey won't go up a tree t o fight t he dogs. We' ve had dogs hurt 

awful l y bad by e. bear and he' :3 had a couga.r jump out of a tree a t him and 

he would shoo t i t on the way cJ.own and t hings like t hat. You never know 

how an anim,::i l is going i:. act. 

EB: So you just ki.nd of ace pt what your husband does? 

BS: I c ouldn't change his WE.y of living if I tried and I know that he woul d 

never be happy anywhere else.. I just do everything I can to he1.-p bim. 

EB: Ha s he tried t o changed your life a t all? 

BS: I changed my li fe quite a bit when T. married h i m because when I was i n 

school I liked to go t o the school dances and dress up and I liked t o go 

to the. 1,1 ••••••••••••••••• 

(Interview stops here. and it is a lmost at the tmd of the t ape 7) Side 2 ) 
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