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Last night the two Johnson Brothers were in my office
to discuss the hazards of certain fields upon which their
contract requires them to land. In connection with the
discussion the condltion of the Shearer field was described
by them. They informed me that the field is difficult to
ugse at best and now unless its correctable deficiencies -
due to runoff last winter and spring have been corrected,
it is an extremely hazardous conditicn. 1 gather from
thelr desoripticn that water out out part of the runway
about two-thirds of the distance alcong its course. From
which end this two-thirds 1s calculated, Y 4id not record.
It is aleo reported by the pilots that the gravel whigh
was hydraulicked from the adjoining hillside onto the fisld
is too far to the west. Either the gravel now on the field,
or additional gravel should be moved onto the sastern part
of the field, However, they say the field 13 usable in
its present condition provided the erosion of last winter
or spring is rspi&eeﬁ.

I undarstan& too from %&a@ that the {leld 1s very
poorly drained, and water rung over it from some souree or
another.

I reslize that the rangers have had no money for
airplane maintenance this spring, but I wonder if they are
giving sufficlent attention to the maintenence of filelds and
if the realization of the utter importance of these flelds
in case of s pinch bears down sufficiently herd upon them.

A lot 6an be done without direct funds, if it is only
‘placed in highest priority. Now, at this late date, if the
eroded ares has not been filled with gravel, could you not

S % . arrange to have one of the crews of double-up men which you
Ei.“a are placing in the woods in that vicinity, spend sufficient
3 Q?~\ time on the Shearer Fleld to do what is necessary to correct
.9:;?& the most obvious deficiencies of the runway. To risk the
gz’ <¢ loss of life due to our fallure to use every resource at our
¥y gt‘jj command to meke safe our landing flelds dosa not leave us
5 © Y with much defense.
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