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Bl Missoula, Montana
mmu Bitterroot T : September §, 1844
Shearer I.nnd&ng mem \

Forest Swervisor
Hemilton, Montans

lany nr. M‘hér&‘

0:1 m:t 22, Bob Johnson lmdod &t the Shearer hnding fialé in &
travel ~air ohip. On his return he reported that the field had been
flooded to the extent that he had difficulty in taldng off mad gaine
ing elevation te get out of that field, :

0n the following day, the 28rd, I landed there in the same iype of
ship o examine the situstion., I found the situstion as reported
excep £ that the irrigstion weter had been ocut off,

This field is & difficult one at the best and we should do nothing

%o jJeopardize & pilot's chances in using ite. I presume the purpose

of frrigating the field wasz because of the need for raising foragss
‘That might be desirable, but 4t is inconsistent with the use of this
field: I lnmow you scmewhat degpreciate the Johuson Flying Servies as
pilots on our workjalthough I am not an experienced pilet, I do have
enough experience to judge pretty well the nature and requirements
of this aotivitys I think Bob's kiock was wholly justifieds I hope
you will mot again allow this sort of thing to ocecur diring the
season when landings at that field are raq&ind»
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IMPROVEMENT - Bltterroot Hamilton, moq§ana
Shearer Landing Field : September 15, 1944

MEMORANDUL FOR FOREST SUPERVISOR:

reference is made to Mr. Thiesme's letter of September 5.

I agree the runway had water on it for a space of sbout 40 feet, This water

was not a result of our flooding or irrigating the field for the purpose of

ralsing forage. The water was seopage from the ditch that crosses the fleld,

We made an attempt, as diﬁ~*nw1neer1nv last ysar, to obviate this ssepage but
Fa

geems we will have to renew completely the flume that crosses the fisld in
order to stop it.

It is intended to do this just as soon as funds and help become available,
Th is could be done by ¢.,P.3, men this fall if arrangsments for them to stay
at Bear (reck could be made with the office of\fire controls ;

We do not depreciate Johnson klyxn( erV\ce ag pilots. In fact, all we desire
~is service, the same as commercial QllQLq that land on the field.

It is to our advantage to keep this field in as good & condition as we can

~at all times, but the ditch must be used, and we must provide for an adequate
flume.

/s/ Arden 3., Gundersen




