Game Count

Bolinger Creek to Gardiner “reek
January 1949

The area eovered in this report ineludes the ma
main Selway dralnage and tributaries from Bolinger
Creek up river to an inaluding Yardiner Ureek drainage.

To fseilitate the atudy, Moose Creek and Bear Creek
drainages were gonsidered as sub unita.

The 3elway river is of somparative low elevation
ranging from about 1800 feet at Bolinger Creek to about
2500 feet at the mouth of Running Creek. The side slopes
into the main drainage are very steep and elevationa
of 5 to 6 thousand feet are reaghed in 5 or 6 miles travelf

from the river.

The erew consisted of Jack Parssll(Ranger for Moose (»
Greekwdistriot)Lester #issell, Yonservation Offiser,

Chas "allaher Yonservation Offiger and August Halmadge,

Vern Thornton, and "srren Peterson, mesa hired to work on

the study. Gissell and Peterson were assigned to the

Moose Creek drainage, Parsell and Thornton to Besar Yreek ,
Gallaher and Halmadge along the River above Moose Creek.
From Bear UreekK up~ river Parsell, Thornton.Halmadge

workes as one orew. When the atudy was oonnedted with Wilkims
Crew at Gardiner Creek Parsell return to Hamiltonm on

the snow oat. Halmadge was flown from Shearer to.Grangeville
Gallaher and Thoraton returned to Moose Creek and helped
Gissell and Peterson work dows river from Moose Yreek.

The entire orew was flown intc Moose Ureek at the begining
0of the gtudy. From there travel was on foot mugh of it with
snowshoes. Game had well broken trails along the river
and for some distance up the major streams. No game was found
above Elbo Bend 1ib miles above Moose Creek Ranger 3tstion.
Game was found abaut 5 miles ahove Hhoda Creek osabin on
the North Fork of Moose Creek and asbout the same distanae 1
on Rhoda “reek , Bear Cre-k, Paradise Yreek asnd CubCreek
were oovered for a distanae of about 10 miles from BearCreck
station and there was little evidence of game wintering
above this distance. 7rom Bolinger Creek to Gardinmer Creek
is about 37 miles by trail. To cover this area many side
trips were required. These trips varied from 8 to 14 travel
for each dsys work. - -

In the earl; days this area was pringipally a mule deer

range. Only a few elk were found in the entire area. When

the railroad surveys waere msde and it was thought a road

was to be built through the mountains to lontana several
homesteads were taken alnosng Moose Creek and om the Jelway
River above Bear “reek, These early settlers attempted to

raise oattle for a livelyhood but at one time or another

they were all saught by a tough winter and lost most of thier .
herds. Most of these were starved out snd only a few that



had land suitable for rasing hay to feed a few head through
the winter were left.These sventually died offand thier
grazing rights were relismquished. The only people liviag
on the ares at the present time are dude wraaglers who
maintain paok and saddle stosk to sarry on thier operatioms .
Thege outfits are looated at the forks of Mooae Lreek,
0ld Pettibone Raneh, North dtra Resneh snd at the mouth of
Running Creek.
0ld timers report that soon after the market for elk
teeth were ome the elk population begin to 1lnarease.
Along osame the big fires of 1510 ,1919, 1934 eto. Largs
areas were burned over whish grew baok to brush and
provided ample feed for winter. Cougar were hunted for the bounty
and thier pumbers dearsased, Sometime in the 20's the Game
Department started plecing salt in the mnatural lioks.
These gonditions were ldeal for elk and by 1930 thier
population had inaremsed to large numbers. Mule deer were
8till seen By the thousandw but in the winter of 1931&32
deer took s tremendous loss and 1t was estimated that
60 to 756 of the population had died. Mule deer population
has been up and down since that time but in general has
gshown a steady decline and today only a few hundred head
remain osa the area. ElK numbers sontinuned to inarease
and 1t 1s thought that only in the last two or three years
has the heord shown any dealine.
Below is shown the data as to numbers colleosted on the
studye. -
Aotual gount for entire asres

Mature Bulls 3pikes Cows Calves Unkoown - Bate ungeen
408 37 1483 433 6605 560
| Total Count 3026
DEER
Mule deer Whitetall deer Eat. unseen
both aspeaies
364 192 355 1

Total Count 556

Mooge Creek Prainage

Mature Bulls 3pikes Cows Calves Unknowa Ed. unsea
68 \ 222 70 77 126
Total 437
Dear
le 4 i
Mule deer White tail Egﬁltgigggn

"3 | 33 120



Bear Creek Drainage

Mature Bulls Spikes Cows Calves Unknown Eate Unsexm
41 4 128 48 67 140
| Deor Total Count 288
Mule Deer Whitetail *eer Est. unseen
20 39 20
Total 59

NMoose Creek 1o Gardiner “reck

Mature Bulls 3pikes Cows Calves Unksown Est. Unsem

244 28 lolz 274 4387 290

Total oount 20156

Deer
Mule *eer Whitetail Deer Eate umseen

252 120 180
Total 372

Moose Creek to Bolinger Creek

Mature Bullg Spikes Cows Calves Unknown Eat. Ungeen
65 b 111 32 95 105
Total Count 308 o
Deer
Mule deer _ Whitetail Zste Unaseen
856 0 35

Prom the above data it is seen that 14 of the slk
gsounted were last years 0alves. 1483 gows were gounted
and only 445 bulls, this would seem to indieate that ths
bulls were ranging high and were not sounted. However it
1s known that a large persent oif the losses a year ago
were bulls and may be a fastor in the small number acunted this
year. Only a small sumber of spikes were oounted. They begin
droping thier horans in Deoember and 1t is possible that some

of thege werc glassed as gows.



The summer range of the game studied is slightly over a
million aaerea. Thia winter the early snows have foraed the game
into a very small arsa and not more than 50,000 aores are
avallable for winter uae.

There is no known migration routes exaept from higher
to lower elevations. This winter it appesrs that elk moving
from summer to winter range continued down stream farther than
usual. Blk that ic sormal years would winter on Moose Creek
moved down river below Three Linkss A heavy gongentration of
elk was noted from Bear Creek to HRunning Oreek and it is i
likely that many of these would normally winter farther
up stresms

The entire area is National “orest Landa and the
only industr}es are the the dude rdnsches mentioned ahbove.

The snows this year have out the winter range to approximats

50,000a0res inavera-'ge years the aresavailable for winter '
use would be muoh greater.

Muoh od the ares has been burned over and grown up to
brush, the prinsipal speagies being eeanothus,willow,maple
sherry, and serviage berry. In the areas that have not heen burned

the south slopes are open yellow pine type =znd very little

" browse is found., The North slopes are govered with heavy

etands of fir reproduction amd the bottoms consists ofheavy
atands of white fir and oedar. At one time the hurned aress
have supported a heavy stand of brushand provided ample

feed fo a large number of animals. Through heavy use, the
eoming in of evergreen repoduotion, erosiom and other
fagtors the oarrying oapasity of the range has been greatly
reduged. Open areas afe showing , many of the individual
rlanta have been killedaompletly amd im the Forth 3tar
drainage at lest 50% of the individual plants are dead.

This year the elk have gons over the browse time after time
and at the time the survey wag made all major speaises of
browse had heen browased beyond the gurrent ysars growth.
Where ever 1t was avallable fir and gedar was the main diet
of the elk. Many of the fir thigkets along the ereek bottoms
had been stripped of all needles as far as the animals oou1d414_
roaah.

Degember and January were unsually cold months and
temperatures fell betwesn 20 and 30 below zero. 3now oame
early in Pegember and depths were nearly as greet on the
river as at H000foot elevations.38 to 40 inches of smow
wag found at Three Links « This oconditionm continued up
river past loose Cre:zk. Pive feet was found at Elbow Bend
and 65 feet at Rhoda (Creek gabin. Ono the river above MooseCreek
the depth of the snow desressed and 18%020 inghes were
found at BearCreek. The sam¢ amount wus reasorded at the
mouth of Running Creek. About four feet was found at 5000
feet in the Bear Cresek area, ,

Complete data is not at hand as to the inorease of game heréd

or the annual take by hunters.
~ Coyotoes were gvident over the entire area esnd numerous
deer kills were observed. lMost of the kills seen were mule

gfgg.ogccarfass would be ocompletly eaten im one nmight and

fzbe o k?f?eg?al Snows it was impossible to determinae the



A oo e

Howaver the mule deer population is at such a loww abb 1t
waa the gonaral cpinion that the herd would bae prastiosslly
axturminated by preduofSors and winter Kill this winter,

Three gougar trask and one gougar wers asces duriag
the stuay. %hile 1t sould not he definitely determined
1%t was bellavad thet three oz1lf elk asarsarsss Ifound had been
killed by theze sninals.

Nnly ono sashby bull was geen by the entire grow
and the znme animals appearad to he free from diseasa.
Thae d2ed animals found wers all irozes so hard that no
poastmorten examinationa were mada,

It is evident that feed is not ample Ior ths number
of saimals ueing the reage ias a hard wlnter asd & larze
logw asn be expeatad thle wintaer.

Prom our cbservationa 1t appesrs that the entire
eren svallable for game use was beiag utlized., Forth slopas
that in average years would be graszed very little wers
regelving extenaive uae. Vo aresas suitahls for uee were
found that were not belng utlizied.

Hore study is needed this asoming wpriung, when
gondition sre more iavoramhlas for range obssrvations

and winter losaes gun be determined before numher %o
be taken length of scawsons eto. a6 be determiged,

Due %o the topaghraphy of tne tarrian 1t aseema unlikely
that there 1a much that gan be done for hetter diatpribulion
of zume durlnz & hard wintere In normal years thers i
a poasibility that salting, huntiag preaﬁnro. and
alozed aren might be of some benailte To datermine the
right gombination of these faators will reaguire & long
range atudy on the grouand,

Trapping and $ranspleating elk from thia arsea does

not appear to he praastisgal at this time.

Improvament of wint.r raage on thia area has meay
possibilitiens In faot it muat be done 1f we are %o
even malntaln the present porulation of alk, I* would he very
deairable to lnoarsase this number. Controlled burninz and
reseading hold the greest possihilitieas. To determlne the
logality snd to what exitent thias would be preotical will -
reguire study snd sooperstion with "orest Qifieals « I 1
would reasomend thut Bt lest one full time man be assianed
to this area To mtudy astual sonditiona on the grouad
detailn worked out and aastual work started on an experimental
hagis a8 nsoond as possibdde

44’.:”/(4/@,//’

,/ﬂ'//

. . K bl Yo e ‘ - H o)
aem Lt imelaae elW e Loee Gavdlmr Cu. 4 Waidy &Fa v

¢



