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A7 This cabinm had not beon inhabited sings the heavy smow £all emd
2. bossusy of the dedp suew We wors umble to-enter ¢hle eabin,

Y

We skied up Loat Horse Creek. Vhen we had traveled sbout
orne mile inside the FTorest boundury we found a dim znowshoo tratl.
T followod ¢this trail whioh led us to 2 small trapper cadbin at
tie mouth of the Rorth Fork where we remsined cll night, %We ar-
rived at this cadin at 7130 p.m,., having skied approxinately 7
mileséﬂ The enow 3u ihie vieinity was 3 foet degp and slightly
arustet, : : '

Ag near as we omuld deternine from examinat¥ion of the snow-
shoa tracks, they were fros two to throe da{n old dbut due to recent
- gnows we aould not aseexrtain whether thase itreacks were headed up

or dowyn the orsdik. ' S '

_ Fabruary 18 we lofs the oabin at 8100 asme and Yollgwed snow~
show tracks up a Covernmont trail about § miles to & point where

we discoverad a small "wikiup.” Hors we found f{resh boughs which
had been cut and meate into a bed; a n;&wspmgor dated Janugry 186,

and a smuff oon dated Janmuery 12, 1982, There were sizna of a

resent campfire in front of the wikiup., ¥o sotimated that this

fire md been built not mors than two daye before. e larft here
following the sacwshce tzrails $4ll abdbouy O gam. vhen ¢n goeount .
of ths fresh show which had been falling all day we dould no longer .
follow thems %e traveled on until about 7100 p.m, and made gamp )

for the nlght under & troa., The distan¢s traveled this day waa /-._,.'_:,.'1?',
‘approvinately & miles. Snow at this point wes adout ¢ feed dsep. -

Pobruary 16 we loft camp et 9100 a;g.-andw started for the r
hend of Lost Horeo Opopk whele we plang

on staying for the night
in a oabin logated at Tuin Iskes, On acoount of the loose snow
 which made tyaveling very dilfioult we ¢4 not resdh the forks

of tho c¢resk Wnti) lata in the ewnuég and unfortunately wa fole
lowed tha Pork of Lost Borse whioh led us up ebave Balley loke,
On asgount of this 1% wio ndoesgary o wake cump in spproximately
12 feot of encw, Approximate distance traveled was ¥ miles. o

' Pelbzuary LV we lef'd vanp endt troveled on up the areck sdbout
1 mile t%g point where vo gould sse that wo wopPe o2 thé wyemg @
fork of Lost Hgyse Orask. We gontourad eround -the mountadn to - L}
Trin lokes and Jeosted the oabin reashing thoxe abaud Xil) pem.

- ‘Ranzer CAes new of enothor cabin about B miles down Koose - .. |
Omek-iam wo &catded to make this sabin for the 'nisht, ¥o travelsd. .|

Down Hooos (resk.uatil dnrkncds wen@qu_us:aua-’m@da'pwgg- usder & - |

tree, W wery appréximately 7 miles fran tho-ddvide. The suew |

dopth was ¥ Feadky 0 L U i
, o = ; hf - B f&7 28




February 18 we leaft camp nné tr-veled down Koose (reek.
A short ways froau the eainp we saw an ctter trnock whicl was the
Tirst sign of game we hed seen since leaving Missould., ¥e oon-
tinued down Mooss Creeix tc the mouth of Degd Elk Cresk, There
we bask traoked adout. 1 miles and looksd foxr a trapper cabiin on
the south side of Moose Creekx which Ranger Case had fowd Boyd
using as headquarters in 1032, Ve were unadble to looate this
cabin, so we ocwmtinued down Moose Cree:: to the mouth of
- Jeanatte Crock whore wo camped for the night in an old trapper
- ¢abin, Ve arrived here about 7100 p.me, having sraveled }
miles, A stove bad bdesan set up in thoe cadin since Ranzor Case's
vigit late last suwmmer and he believed asomeone bhed iuntended to
ocoupy the cabin during the winter, However, there waere no N
tracks to indicate that this ocebin hsd been used at any yecent -
date, The anow at this cabin wos approximately 7 feet feep.

’ Plctura howing snow conditions - Rengey Caso lga.ins '
at Jeanatte Croek cabin, te Jeangtte Cresk cabin .
top . of man's hesd_end %ip of ' _hegded down Hoosse-Greek,

' 9.1%, aki-4R ecentor of ploture.

Fobruaxy 19. Left oabin at Jeanette Oroek amd travoled
dcoun HMoose Oresk to Cougar Cabin, reaching theare ebout 83100 pem.
Distance traveled about 6 wmiless, Approximately 2 miles above
Cougar ¢6abin I saw a mountain geat on the south. side of Moooe
Croak, 1 was not elose ¢nough to determine its omdition, From
tooss Creck Falle down %o this ocadin moosze traoks WOre SumoTous,
Two ¢ow mOOsSe wexe geen, It was very interesting to nofo that
thes?® meoao ware traveling without much epparent 4ifficylity
through approxim toly ¢ to 7 feet of loosa snow, JIt wag evident
that theso woose had won feeding on moss in the opon ohannels
of tho areek, %o wero abdle to get within 10 foet of £ gow movse
foeding in one of these eharmols. When she saw us she pan up the
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eraoek and disoppeared in a tunnel formed over the oresk

drifved snow, om traoks it was evident that she hal enterod
the orsek about ono~hslf mile above where we discovered her

and hed fed down the ¢resk this 441 stance for there were np other
treocks lending in or out of tho oreek in this distanoce. Refore
she discovered us w watched er make saveral attempte to get
out of the oresk but the snow at that point was about 7 fpet
desp nxd she was umble to make the gredes Both the woosp seen
wore in ¢xcellent condition. L o
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Croek Ranger Casoe'in tWOnt
,_aauaar/"""""““"* of Uougar Oabinii-—

February 80 the srnow deopth at Qougar Cadbin after all nisht -
thaw and rain was 6% inohesa., Left Cougar eabin, traveled down
¥ocse Creelk an route to Elbow Bond Hanger Station, Both elk end
moose tragks wope found ebout one mile belews Cougar eabin, dbut
nons vore ason until after orossing Cedar Creek, Approximstely
£0 head of elk wore seen betwoen Codar Cresk and Elbow Bend,
Those oconpistod of bvoth dax and all wwezrd fn ezeallmnt condition,
Te also saw too oW moose, We rached Elbow Bond Ranger ftation
at ahout § pemy, IAVing travoled 7 miles, Thera was a ool obrhae.
at this astation and we woldomed a shange fyom ocuyr soup stiok
ard drisd veef die%, 7The snow depth at tho eabin wan 68 inohea.



| Burvoy and Forest Sexvice) trappsrs and tlreo other men wio were
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Elbow Band-Ranzer—Station

February 21. In order to reduse the weizht of our pnocks

wo left our heds at Elbow Bend Rancer 3tation end taking only owr
food supply with us we traveled down Moose Cresk to the Blum
Ranch, %o axrived here at 43130 p.nme having covered 10 miles sinne
morning. The snow ae 50 inches deopy at the Blum Raneh, Adbout
£D hea€ of elk, of both sex, wore seen during the day. 4ll of
theso, inoluwding calves, ware in excellent scmdition, Rarngey
Caso pointed out two large elk licka., One was above Elbow Bend
Renger dtaticn snd the Blum Ranch. The elk had net beon using
theso licks for several days., A large number of o0ld traoks
made probadly a week bafore our arrival wore noted at the lick
ust above the Blum Ranch; but evideontly the elk had moved daock
o .ths highor country nor%h of XNoose Orecky ¥hile at the Blum
Ranch Ranze Casoe telophoned Supervisor Brooks at Kooskia reporte
ing our loocation, amd our failure to sonneat with Boyd.

'February 82, Wa left Blum Ranoh sbout 9100 a.m. snd skied
dowmm Mooas Croek 4 miles to Moogoe Creeak Ranger Station arriving \
- there at noon, At the station were two comoperative (Biclogical \
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temporarily employed on the Belway Hatdonel Forest during the E
£ieid soamen, The Uovormment trappoars stated thet they mad R
pioked up Bl pel%s rrom ecoyotes poisoned during Jenuary, They E
alzo stated that they hed a poison and trag line about 46 nilss 3
long aleng the Sélway River enmd believed that they had found

cnly a small pexventage of the coyotes they had actuvally poisoned,
I ¢gen rendily eco how the frequent gnow storms would ma it vory
dif?leult to locate poisonsd.goyotes. Rod Rishaxds, who s one

of the meéxn epending tha winter at Kooso (reek Rengor Station,
veports that ke has killed 8 eoyotea. .
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Moose Creel RangemStatica
- Left. to-Fights Mr. Weder,

Government trappera.

, February 23, I% rained and snowed moet of the nighi. -
The  two Government trappers lefs about 9100 a.my, for Beapy dreek
Ranzer Station. Ranger Case and I decided to remain for the day
at Hoose Creck and rest up., Wo had not yet definitely dooided
whsther wo would return to Missoula by way of Kooskia, Idaho

or go up Bear Creek and down Lost NHorse Orxeek, Ranger Case
called Supervisor Brooks at Kooskia and made arrangamontyg for

hAim to call Bupervisor Lowell at Hamilton and find out whether
Boyd had been Hamilton since our departure. -Later in the day
Supervisor Brooks reported that Boyd had not besn seen in Hamilton
gince February 12, Ranger Case then decided shat Boyd was pro-~
bably trapping in the head of Bear Oreek, We $hen made plans to
leave for Misgoulae By way of Bear Croeek, '

Februsry B4, We laft Mooso Croek Ranger Station at 7118

. g.R. 8nd followed Governmont trail up the Selway River 12 miles

to the Bear Cresk Ranger Station arriving there at 8:00 p.n.
The gnow here was about 2% feat desp, We orossoed numerous snow
s8lides whioh had ocowrred the day before, Thirty-ons deer,
mostily does and fawng, and two bull elk were in exgellent econe

- diticn., One dead oow elkk was found near the trail about 500

ris bofore reaching Bear Oreek Ranger Station, The cause of
er doath was undetormined, However, it was evident the} she
Rad not died from lesk of food, o '

Februat{ 23, Ve loft Bear Creoek Renger Station a¢ 6150
a.m, Wo travelod up Bear Creek to the mouth of Santa Crgek wherse
we camped under a troe for the night, Distance truveled approxie

- mately 11 miles. The snow was about Bf feet dsep, Betwpen Boar




Crosk Ran-er 3tation snd the mouth of squaw Creek ebout 20 deer
and anbout 30 head of elk, and two otter were seen. ve weore
within a few paces of the otter. They wore the firet live ptter
I had ever seen, COttsr traoks were numerous all the way up the
sresck, Renger Case and I made san eatimate based on tha trapks.

* geen, that there were at laaat 10 ottor betweon Bear Creek Rangoer
Station snd ths point where we campod. ALl the deer and &lik seen
during the day were as fat as one would ardinarily axpaot them to
bs during the huntine 301 . Numerous aoyote tracks werg aeen
during the day's ravef. In my opinion the coyotes will do ocon-
siderable damage to the deer in this looality as soon as the encw
crusta, ' '

Fedbruary 26, ¥e loft oamp about 7 ame and oo ntinusd up
Bear Creok and camped uxler a LA rock Just below Cove Poalk, We
had traveoled agpreximately 8 miles, The snow hero wne 7 fent
deep. A fow olk tracks were peen between Banta Cresk and Uyranite
Creek, No elk tracks were assn above OGranite Cyreck. Judgipg
from the tracks seen there were fav elk wintering above the mouth
of Squaw Crssk, One moose was scen about a mile below our eamp, .
This moose was traveling tlrough such deep enow that one could .
very easily have caught up with him on skis, ¥He wos, however, in
excollent eondition, '

February 27. We left ocamp about H3130 a.me and travelsad up
to the head of Dear Croex and followed @ Governmont trail down
Lest Hores Creek to the wikiup rirst loocated by us on Fedbruary 1b,
Distance traveled ~ 16 miles., About 6 miles from the head of Loat
Horase Creek we discovered a anowshoe trail heading down the orsel.
A8 nooyr as we oculd tell thesa tracks wore about 2 days ©ld and had
ccme frca the vieoinity of Fish Lake which 1s logatad at the head of
ths South Fork of Loat Horse Creekx, %o follcowed thoae itrasks to
the wikiup where wo cpemnt the night, This wikiup had boen ocoupiled
rocently. : -

February 33. Loft osmp at 6100 a.m,, following the® anowahos
tracks down Lost Horse Creekx to the main rond at Charloa Helghte
Station, I saw ¢two large bull moose Just adove the mouth of the
Noxth Fork of Lost Horse Cresik, Doth these moose wore in good
condition. Thiz is the only geme weé maw in lost Bovse Creak amd
no ¢ther game tracks waere seen., we stopped at a ranch and aalled
the Suporvisor'as ofifice at Humilton and made arranements 30 have
@ cor sont up after us. The aor arrived abous 1)00 p.m. end dbrought
us to Mise expiving here about 41530 pems Distance tigveled
this day was a‘scmt 10 milsa, : _—

The ¢total distanee truveled on skis durlng the trip b
epprox imately 123 miles, Skiing was exoep?ionally pocr the 14

days wo wers on the trail due 0 1ooss unsettled snow, new anow
whioch fell almost overy day, caoseional rains end warm waather,

*

wTe




| Mf

This trip was mede primarily for lar enforcement, and no
spocial effort vas msde to seoure othor information, lowever, someo
vory intsresiing things were noted regarding game habita, The moat
intereating thing of sl was the observation of the feeding habitas
of the elke, In no instance did I notice whexre the elk had deon
paving foxr foed, It is evident that their diet oonmsiasts chielfly of
caanothus sanguimous. They were utilizing branchea of thia brush as
large as 3/4 inches in diameter. I¢ was also noted that thay are

. oonawmine, when availabls, a largo amount of lishens whioch hang fram
‘the tress. This {8 eapeoially trus along Bear Creok shem the

- ceanothus brush iz not so plentiful, While olk are usually con-
sidered grass~esating animals, I am novw oconvinsed that they omn live
end thrive almost entixely on ceanothus brush, No doubt the tree
lichens make up an important psrt of their forage in this loocality,

Lnothor intareating thing that was oalled to my atiention by
Ranger Case 1g that the male elk do not grow as large antlars as
thoge grown by male elk in the vicinit{nor Yellowstone Nat lonal
Park. During our trip we saw several large bull elk asnd I toqk

~ spesial notice of thelr sntlers. Those having &s many as § or
points per entler wers muck smaller and 1 belijevse sacother ;ntlera
than the 6 and 7 point antlers of Yellowatons Park @lk. The emall
gize of these antlers is provably duz to tha shortage of certain
chomicals 4in the forage they wat, Ranger Case t6lls mo thai the
Idaho State Gume Department io nos carrying on sums experiments to
deternina whother it is possidble to inorease the size of these
antlers by putting out medioated salt.

The doer assn while on this trip wore blacktail snd whitetail,
Both were found in the same localities mainly along the Selwsy River
vetween Moose Creok and Bear Creek and up Bear Creek approzimately
, 9 miles. Vhile I oennot stats dafinitely, I bolleve they ere cone .
suming practically the szame. s of forage as the elk, In almost
evory bunoh of desr seen a good peroontegs of fawns were noticed. -

Our trail througzh this locallty wns Llimiisd to the aroek
bottceg and we had little chance to obsorve the extent of the range
that the elk were using., In my opinion the elk herd offexg a good
shanoe for elk atudy, espeaially a2 study of their winter hgdita.

It soems thut the sige of this herd wauld justiry some . expynditures
for geme study and managexent wori,.

In my epinion the following are needed! | .
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1. In oxder %o properi oarry on game work in this Yosality
at lsast tireo cabins are no one oadbin on Beay Creck near the
mouth of Squay Cresk, and two eaginz on Hoosge Cxreek ene protadbly
at the mouth of Jeaaottc Creok and another abous ha botwoan
tharo and Elbow Bond Rangoxr Biation. Tbnoo eabins ohoulz
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ntooked with food apd beds sufficient for winter game patrol,
@ithout these ocabins it ias diffioult to thoroughly cover this

gams range.

2. Counta of the elk should be mde in order to determine
the aize of the herd, Jenuary and Februery would probgbly be
ths beat montha to obtain these sounts on socount of the gaow
conditions,

' 3. A map should be made showing the location of ell availe

able winter range, and the portions of this renge which are now
being utilized, Before making this map a study should de made
to aagertain the tgge of forage which thoase elk rely unon for
winter feed, and per osnt of utilization which is desired,
The establishment of quadrets would facilitate this study.

: 4. Consideration should be gliven to the importance of
salting a8 8 meaus of 1nt1uenolng the drift or seouring bettexr

- dissridution.

8, Dotermine tha waximum nuaber of olk that the avalladle
rangs will support. ' _

v8. & study should be mada to-dﬂtermine how ths deaired
nunber can be maintained such as ad usoting game preserve
boundarie¢a, oreating additional game preservea, adjusting
oponing and alosing dates of the hunting ssason, predatory
animal aantrul, study and ocontrol of diseass, efs,

7 A aet ol big gamo plotures would also be useful,

8., Another point 1s the ‘need of fish planting in the head

of Mooss Creek, About 3 milos above Cougnr Cabir there i1s a

small falls sufficient to keep fish T'rom going up the aroek,

From this point to 1l mile of the divide st the hoeud of Hoose

Creek this is a wondsrful stream snd provides adundiance of .
fish focd, On sooount of the distance 4t will be holpful to
have holdinz troughs, one at Tlbow Bend Ranger Station and

- one® at Hoose Cyreek,

Attaohed 18 a map shawing the country which wn oovarod

and the looalitiea in whioh game were @oen. _ .
/ Respectifully submittod. |
@
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