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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum Forest Service, Region 1, Missoula, Montana 59801

2620
TO : Forest Supervisor, Bitterroot DATE: May 13, 1964

FROM : Howard Foulger, Assistant Regional Forester, By
SUBJECT: Planning

We are returning your approved copy of the Magruder District
wildlife plan. This 1is a practical, realistic plan with a
good bit of background information thrown in for good measure.
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Forest Sexrvice, Region 1, Missoulas, MHontans
26230
Porest Supervisor, Bitterroot April 36, L

06
7 Youz Ref: k/;&/63
#. W. Dresskell, Assistant Reglonsl Fore ster

Surveys, Studies, Flans

We have reviewed yowr Megmuder District wildlife managsmesr
draft with great lnterest. This is a good plan.

In lipe with your reguest, we have the following suggeshlons:

- R - We wold rether not antlcipate a need for srtiflicial stocking unless
the State is slremdy concerned shout this. ¥We feel artificisl stocking on
the Magruder Bistrict MMWMWWMMMM.ﬁj*y ,

———

m - Foax immply manssenent 13 not sgary untdl you ve g m.

Do your intend this?

page & - B - %Wmm%mmmmmmlﬁtm
game animals and flsh;” Ws,mmmmmmﬂm@ummm
of geene and fish wonld be bebter

M-3.~E~A%mwtmmwbmmxmmmm
mt mvmtewma@ebymwmﬂﬁs

page 11 =~ % - ammmofmwmmmwm.

poge 13 - F -~ We migges
sheets; so that it can be revised without touching

the rest of the plan.
Apother way of sebtbing wp an achion plan is as Pollows:

Activity Besponsibility - Coapletion Gosl
Bad Luck Creek hrowse study - District Renger 6/s/6k
photo points

-~ We would prefer that you dlspense with game population figures
intheplasa The cther shatistics are interesting and useful.

T furnished s camplebte set of mmps with you plan. This seems a duplication -
of records sinece you sre regquired to keep herd wddi meps with herd unit

records (See FSE 26&1.13e, R-l Sup. Ho. 30%), both in the Renger's office and
the Supervisor's Office. Ferhaps 2 reference to these herd unit maps would

Hathen Spyder will plan to spend May O reviewing your other plems with you
in Hamilton.

W. W. DRESSKELD
Enclosure

e T

that the cuxrent: action plsn be a sephrabe aopmbist
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PLAN
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.Rough Draft

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Hagruder Ranger Disirict

A, Introduction

1. The Magruder Ranger District has a total of approximately 461,000
acreg, The digtrict is divided intc three different management
units., There is the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Area, of which
approximately 165,000 acres lie on the Magruder District. The
area of multiple-use through the middle of the District is approx-
imately 173,000 acres., The third area, designated as the Salmon

Hiver Breaks Primitive Area, 1s approwximately 122,500 acres.

With the large areas of wilderness and primitive units, wildlife
is one of the most important rescurces of the District. A large
portion of the annual %500 recreational visitors to the District

are associnted with the fish and game found in the area,

2, Objective -~ To manage the big gume resource in such a manner that
the browse species on the eritical winter game ranges will recover
to a satisfactory condition and to maintain these key areas in a

satisfactory condition with an upward trend.

3, Beven species of big game are found on the District. They are elk,
mule and whitetail deer, sheep, goat, black bear and moose., Other
wildlife game species are upland game birds {(blue, franklin and

rﬁffed grouse), fur bearing animals (beaver, martin, mink and fisher),
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upland small game animals (snowshoe rabbits), and fish. Important
non-game wildlife includes numerocus species of birds, both migra-
tory and otherwise, and numerous predators (coyote, fox, bobecat

and cougar).

The basic problem of wildlife management has been the inacces-
8ibility of the area. Much of the excellent hunting on the Dis-
trict is reached only by those with means of packing supplies in
and meat out. This will be partially remedied because of the
recent reclassification of much of the District to a multiple-use
management unit. The game harvest will increase in the muliiple-
ugse area as logging and fire access roads are pushed into areas

which are largely inaccessible.

A start has been made to improve management and increase harvest
0of the wildlife by lengthening of hunting seasons and creation of
special hunting seasons. The present season on elk and deer is
now 2.% months--from September 15%, to November 30%, This is an
increase of 1.5 months over previous seasons. During the past 6
yvears special seasons have been open for sheep and goats, ranging
from 5 days to 3 weeks, Sheep and goats are apparently kept in
check by elk competition. HRunting does not materially effect the

numbers.

In conjunction with the extended hunting season, the Idaho Dept,

of Fish & Game has financed snow removal on thé Nezperce Pass to



make the aea accessible to hunters. There is no apparent problenm
in over-population of other big game species az the elk have growded
them out, The continued excess in elkx numbers has resulted in

browse damage and it is not produecing as it should,

Fishing on the District i=s generally confined to the summer season
with the exception of the Salmon River, where fighing for steelhead
is common from Uetober through April. The c¢hincok salmon in the
Salmon River are fished from May through September. Fall fishing
on the Selway River is generally incidental to the hunting of big
game, Thers are approzimately 700 miles of fishable streams and
290 acres of lazkes on the District. 9Ff this total, about 60 miles
of the streams are fished and about 30 acres of the lakes. The
principal streams fighed are the Salmon River, the Selway River,
Indian Creek, wWhite Cap and the Little Clearwater. Lakes stocked
with fish are Gold Pan, Elk Track, Burnt Knob, Hidden Lake and
White Cap lake. The streams provide angling for approximately 900

fishermen and the lakes are fished by about 100 each year.

The State of Idahe Fish and Game Department planted an estimated
1,339,000 chineok szlmon eggs in the Selway River in the fall of
1361, another 1,000,000 in the fall of 1962 and 380,000 in the

fall of 1963, This is an attempt to re-establish this run of fish.

The state plans to continue the project for a total of eight yesrs.
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Present lake fishing is good, but a study should be made of barren
lages to determine if a development program as necessary as wilder=
ness travel incremses, The 3tate of Idaho planned to plant fish by
alr in several lakes on the Magruder District during the fall of

1363, but there has not been a report on this at present.

There is very little stream improvement to be done on tha Distriet,
Host of the streams ars very steep with cold waier and have low
food producing capabilities. It will be necessary to make sgome
studies of the varicus streams te detsrmine their needs. The state
is considering the construction of a hatching channel in the Selway
fiiver near the mouth of the Little Clearwater. . Here the chinook
salmon eggs and newly hatehed fry will be protected from ice, flood,
silt and other conditions that cause high mortality in the eggs and

newly hatched fish.

Management of furbearers and upland birds presents no problems on

the District.

There has been no trapping on this section of the Foreat for the
past 15 ysara. Mgrtin, mink, coyste, fox and bobcat are common
throughout the area and there has recently been an inerease in
beaver. Fisher have been planted_on the Sabe Cr. area of the
Nezperce Forest and will probably spread onto the Magruder District.

There is8 an incrsasing intere:t in cougar huanting on the District.
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Upland game bird population is high with blue grouse common on *%the
high ridges and particularly on the Salmon River slopes, Franklin
and raffed grouse are found in the stream bottoms and dense timber
in large numbers. The hunting of birds is mostly incildental to the
harvesting of big game. Few visits are made into the area for the
exXpress ?urpese of hunting birds because ¢of the great distance from

porulated areas in the State of ldaho.

The history of the Selway elk herd is a history of game population
buildup after fire., In 1910 the country around Shessler Peak and
East Moose Creek burned off. This was a large burm. In 1919 the
area from North S3tar Creek to Snake Creek burned off, In 1934 the
Pete King Fire burned the Lower Selway and part of the Lochsa. The

1934 fire reburned areas that were burned in 1910 and 1919,

The mule deer population bullt up rapidly after the fires and white=

tall deer also increased in number.

In the lower Selway, buildup of the elk population was slow. In
192% on the Moose Creesk District only an ocecasional elk was seen.
However, they encreased rapidly and from about 1930 to 1936 a tre-
mendous elk population built up in the north end of the Mooss Creek
District. These elk and deer pushed up the river into the Magruder
Distriet. They also moved east into the heads of the west aide can-
yons of the Bitterroot Valley. In 1935 a small herd of elk was

observed wintering in Tin Cup Creek on the Bitterroot side, Appar-
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ently at this time elk were summerimg in the high basins on the west.
side of the Bitterroot and most wers returning to the Selway to

winter. We believe that this pattern is still being followed.

Farther south, the elk also erossed the divide intc the higher
basins, but this came later with the buildup of population farther

up the Selway in the Magruder Digtrict,

The winter of 1935-193%¢ was a bad one for the elk on the Moose Creek
Distriet. That winter there was a big die off. The deer numbers

were drastically reduced., However, the elk population recovered and
the highest population on the Moose Creek Diatrict is belleved to have
been reached during the period l?jﬁjto 1942, 1In 1942 there was
another big dile off-again in 1947, 1948, and 1952 winter kill was

excessive on the Moose Creek District.

The history on the Magruder Distridt is aimilar to that on the Meosé
Creek District except there was about an eight-year lag. By 1935
there were elk arcund Paradise and up the drainages 5 or 6 miles.
Deer were also numerous at this time all over the District. The

elk reached peak numbers on the Selway seciion of the Magruder Dis-
trict during the periad 1743 to 1947. The winter of 1947-1948 was
a severe one and there was a drastie reduction in numbers du; to
winter kill., Again in the winter of 1952 winter kill was excessive

on the Magruder Distriet. Since that time there has not been a
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spectacular winter kill, but the numbers of elk and deer in the

3elway herd have continued to dec¢line to the present time,

There is evidence that some of the Selway elk from both the Magruder
and Moose Creek Districts gummer in the heads of the Bitterroot west

side canyons and rasturn to the Selway to winter.

There have been elk on the 3almon River portion to the Magruder
District for a long time. There was a small bunch of elk around

Sguare Top between Horse Cresk and the head of the Selway in 1926,

In 1929 the area betwaeanawn Creek and Sabe Creek burned. This
fire burned from the Salmon River to Harrington Mountain anﬁ Swet
Lake. DBrowse increased after this fire and so dld the game herds,
particulariy the deer and elk. The history of this herd, its builde
up and die off ie not well known. However, it is safe to asgume
that the bad winters on the Jelway also took a toll here. Very
little hunting was dome on the Salmon River until the late 1940'as
when hunters began to use the area. It is now used by a limited
number of hunters who use both boat and pack string for transpore

tation.

There has been a small bunch of mountain sheep in the Snake Creek
to Burned Strip area for years. They continue to exdst in prac~

tically constant numbers in this vieinity.

Little is known about the population history of the mountain sheep

on the Magruder section of the Salmen River,
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There was a greater population of mountaln goats in the Selway River
aresa and in the Waugh Muuntain,-‘ﬁarringten HMountain area, in the
1345-1950 period. Apparently the numbers here have deeclined and

appear to astill be declining.

There have always been a few moose in the White Cap - Leep Creek

area. ZTheir nusbsrs remain practically statila.

Red fox were plentiful until the early 1940's, At that time their
numbers were apparently drastically reduced and remain scarce at the

prescat time,.

Up uatil 1930 or 1931 thers was a fall run of chinook salmon. They
alwaye got to the viecinity of the Magruder Ranger S5tation about
August 20. The big fish were always observed to the forks where
Wilkerson Creek and 3tripe Creek joln. Whether they went beyond
this point is not kmown. In 1929 all the supplies for the Salmon
River fire wers packed from the end of the road at EKit Carson up

the Seiway to the fire. On numerous trips from Magruder to Thmmpsoh
Flat, one packer obsmerved no fewer than 1% black bear fishing every

tl"i?c

The steelhesd run was not stopped, and Hr. Greenup who worked on the
District since 1926 has the impression that at least a few steelhead
were observed every year and some years they were guite common,

S8everal steelhsad were observed in Deep Creek in june of 1963,
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Humerous bald eagles wers observed along the Selway River in the
1920's and 1930's. These birds were always seen in the fall. Now

they are very scarce.

The natural salt lick at the Upper Crossing was in use by deer in
1929. Apparently there were no elk in the country at that time, for

they were not using the lick.

In the 1920's the District was trapped heavily for martin, mink, fox,
and coyote. The decline in fur prices in the 1930's and the better
job oprortunities since the 1940's hiave eliminated the trapper from

this area.

This history shows no big game management, DBecause the area is so
isolated there will be little management of the wildlife rewource

until it becomes more aceessible,

5 The District Wildlife Management FPlan will be reviewed each year to
determine any changes or additions and deletions, Every five years
thers will be an intensive review of the entire plan and it will be

rewritten if necegsary.

B. Coeperators

1. The following agencies are Known as cooperators or lnterested parties:

State of Idaho, Department of Fish and Game

Federal Fish and Wildlife Service -~ UZDA



2.

B

10
The State of ldaho has the authority for the regulatory phase of
game management. The habitat is the responsibility of the Forest
Service, The State sets the seasons and the take of the animals,
The Fish and Wildlife Service is awailable to carry out studies.

This latter agency has no administrative responsibility,

There is at prement'a cooperative agreement between the State of
Idaho, Dept. of Fish and Game, and the Bitterrocot National Forest

to ksep the snow removed from the Nezperce Pass Road for the coun-
venience of hunters in Idaho. The Bitterrcot Forest Engineer is
responsible for keeping the rozd open until five days after the
closing date of the hunting season. This is an annual agreement,
The Idaho Fish and Came Dept. deposits $1000.00 annually for this
work, It is common practice to extend every courtesy to Idaho St;to
Fish and Game persomnel. They are given free use of the Ranger

Station faeilities for bunking purposes,

There has been a recent request from the Fish and Wildlife Service,
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries in the Dept., of Interior, to mske a
study of fisherman use of the Selway River. Action is being taken

on this request by Magruder District personnel.

There is an annual Interstate~Interagency meeting held each spring.
This iz attended by Fish and Game Dept, personnel from Idaho and
Montana, and by the Beaverhead, Bitterrovot, Salmon and Targhee

National Forests. In addition, the Idaho Outfitters and Guides
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Association holds an annual meeting in the fall after hunting sea-

son. Forest Service persdnnel are regularly invited to this meeting.

C. Direct Habitat Improvements and/or Projects Carried Out

1.

The Idaho State Fish and Game Dept. has planted anadromus chinoock
salmon eggs in the Selway River in the fall of 1961, 1962 and 1963,
The State plans on this planting for eight consecutive years, It

is not known if more projects are costemplated.

The District will continue to cooperate in the snow removal on

Nezperce Pass.

Forest Service habitat improvement funds have been used on admin-
istrative studies to date. Habitat improvements are no doubt needed,
but until there is a positive way to protect such improvements from

overpopulation of game, such improvements will be meaningless.

D, Cooardination Measures

1.

Timber - At the present time there are no timber operations on the
District, but there will be gsoon in the area degignated for multiple-
use, When the multiple-use plan is drawn up, the wildlife manage~
ment will be incorporated in the plan. It will be some timé before
timber will be cut on critical winter ranges. Plans will be made at
that time for reforestation or conversion to winter game range. There
will be no timber cutting on critical winter game range for some

time after cutting is started on the Distriet because of road develop-

ment and the location of the market.
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Bange ~ There iz a possibility of conflict between grazing of recre-
ation horses and winter elk range in the lower Selway vieinity of Horth
S5tar and Running Creeit Ranches, Utilization studies should be set
up in the area to determine the actual cgompetition for forage. A%
this time there are two game exclosures and a number of braﬁse
transecis established in the North Star dralnage. One of the
exclosuresa was placed by the Idaho State Fish and Game Dept, There
should be more intensive control and study of commercial packer use
of areas used as elk winter range. We hope to set up ana analyse an
additional three allotments for recreation stock. In these plaas,

game use will be given full consideration.

Ho livestock other than reereation stock neceasary to harVest‘the

wildlife erop wil! be permitted on the District.

Regreation - A4s there is increased summer recreational use with the
consequent incremsed grazing it will be necessary to make studies

of grazing and wildlife competltion in the summer ranges.

Watershed - To eoordinate with present watershed conditions, it will
be neceesary to conduet informal surveys f{or siream bank damage 1n
winter elk ranges, particularly in the Upper Cromsing area., Ais
multiple~-use practices increase, there will be more work necessgary
on coardiqgting watershed and wildlife management. This function
cannod be overstressed in that the streams on the District are
steelhead spawning streams. Chinook salmon are in the Salmon River

drainage and are being re-established in the Selway River.
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The clessification of part of the Selway River dralnages as multiple-
use presents a special problem in watershed management, Care must
be tzken not to disturb the unstable, granitic soils of the river
breaks, and this is especially important because of the planting

of chinocok salmon.

Fire Contrel - The use of early seasons and the recent mild fall
weather has increased the potential of hunter caused fires.. Whether

or not this damages habitat depends on the area and aspecies involved,

L. Wildlife Surveys

1.

Initate annual utilization studies in copperation with the State

of Idaho in the North BStar-Gardiner area.

Cooperate with the State in census surveys and winter range condi-

tion studies,

Attend joint meetings with 3State officials in April on season set-

ting and management problems.

F. ®ildlife Studies and Risearch

1.

Migration studies are urgently needed. At the present time there

are two elk and deer exclasures on the District. They are located

in the North Star drainage and in Grass Guleh at Upper Crossing.

Two nmore are planned--one at Snake Creek and one in Smith Guleh on

the Salmon River. There are browse and grass transecta at both exist-
ing exclosures. The District will complete instzllation of transects,

both three-step and browse on the Salmon Biver and Snake Creek.
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Completion Date

Activity Responsibility
Bad Luck Creel Browse Study - District Ranger

photao points

Pictoriazl changes in browse type -
(Established 6/9/60)

District
North Star Browse Transects - 4 clusters
(Established 6/6 % 7/58, added to 6/9/59)

Partially read « 9/62, Finish reading 6/63

District
Salmon River Permanent Line Transectis -
3 clustera -~ Smith Guleh Area
Lantz Bah» Area
Betweeon Lucky & Spindle Cr.

Established April % May, 1962

District
Upper Crossing Fermanent Line Transects -
3 clusters

Established 5/7 & 8/61

District
Salmon River Exclosure {(Corey Bar)e
with Permanent Line Transects

District
Snake Creek Exclosure -
with Browse Transects

Ranger

Ranger

Ranger

Ranger

Ranger

6/9/64

1966

1967

1966

1964

1965
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G. Special Management Programs

l. 7The Digtrict does not recommend any spegial management programs.

H. FRelated [lans

1. The Kultiple-Use Management Plan for the District will be com-

pleted in FY 1964,

All Range znd Allotment Analys:s Plans are direetly related to the
Wildlife Plan. No 4llotment Analysis Flans are completed to date.
Werk has besen done on the Borth Star znd Running Creek allotments,

These are scheduled for completion on April 1, 1964,

I. Ranger District Current Action Plan (Short-Term ¥lan)

l. Use will be made of available facllities, such as radio and news-
paper releases, concerning wildlife studies and utilization. The
District will prep&re adequate sign planning for items of interest
to wildlife managemént. such as the exclosure planned at Snake Cresk.
In all phases of public information there iz to be close cooperation
with all agencles involved, It is the practice of the District to
keep the public¢ informed of snow coanditions in the fall by radib
and:newapaper. In additien, all District persomnnel should be
active in presenting ldeas of good ciltizenship and aportsmanship

to all hunters and fishermen.



