*mountain blizzard and a fa;thful dog. ‘

LML Powell whose surveying jobonthe ‘
 Bitter Root National Forest took him into

_.the Selway wﬂderness in June weeks just

past, told 'me ‘the story of the photo he:

-made {left), showing Charles McKenna,
i Hamilton young man,: beside a “Cross-

“marked grave. Powell’s account asgiven

- this scribe follows:

Runmng Creék, a well defined mound of

Cthe ‘head. The ¢ross was hewn from a

small firtree and squared to about 4-by-4.

“The inscription ‘is mnicely carved and
though weathered is still legzble

,Thg_name “ARCHER'is carved onthe ‘
wvertical'stick. The horizontal bar has'the

~1ine: “*Look-Before You Leap.™
- -Continuing, Powell told the story as it
~had been related {o him by, George
Matteson, present .owner of the Running
“Creek  "Ranch
locatedy. =
“Avcher w

kﬁled ina skimg accxdent

him - and ‘- his ~partner, Martin Moe.

during a blizzard. When Archer’s dog

returned alone to the cabin, Moe with the =

aid of Phil Shearer, conducted a search

“Thereis a grave situated adjacent to
.the trail on a southern slope over- -Jooking .

cearthw itha bushat the footandacrossat

(where the grave s

while running a trapline maintained by

Apparently Archerski-jumpedovera cliff s

eventually resulted ir g
mmmtam characters of 7

3

‘honest
'accusation. :
It is beheved the death of Arc'nex‘

-presumably he Darby Hamﬂton area,

apline
£

"Suspicum insuch casesof enrearad an.

‘ugly head with the result that Moe fora

fimewas held by the lawuntil hfe wasable

to convince officers of his innocence. This
_tragedy of the hills, like similar incidents

where lives were lost ext y by a¢ cxdent or
‘through such. Tsicknesse as scurvy,
truth clearmg

occurred in the winter of 1899.
It came about after 1900 that a woman

- and her young son ‘with a party in the
Running Creek hills, found a man’'s hat
along their trail and soon afterwardcame v
upon the body of Archer with theskisnear =
ard his rifle which had been fired several | |

times, possibly by Archer in attempts to
get help.i- ™ N

Moe, telling of the force cf thestorm,; he

had witnessed the blizzard while in the
cabin;- but had ‘not heard rifle shots,
possibly because-of the storm.

When Archer’s dog came back- alone

- and giving barks of treubled nature, Moe

went searching all the trapline distance,

but snow was deep and no trace couldbe

found:

“Powell said ‘he ‘had heard of Archer s
grave and the wording on the crossonhis
first trip to Running Creek in1%46whenhe
‘manned the lookout on Shearer Point. He
was surprised to find the cross still

-standing during.a survey of the old

'purcha dbyt 'eF‘erestServmeasweiias
stained by the

sons. This reguired refracement of
origmal gcvernment syrvey ol

teads of 1916 anci monumentatwn of

- altcorners.

Powell ccmtmued
- “The Moe apphcation of homestead was
dated June 26, 1910 (in the name of Martin
~R.Moeof Darby, ¥ iontang; the surwevm,
“’.R.-Johnson calculated the area of the
~ homestead “to be 10772 acres; a fact
confirmed by my refracement survey.

*Several of the original cornerstones
were found. These ‘were large wash i
- granite boulders, 2010 24 inches in lefgth,
beautifully ~chiseled with the .corner
number and *HES 453’ {The abbreviation
is for Homestead Entry Surveyv.

Running ' Creek ~knew  other tragic
happénstances in the era; a trapper and
all-around mountain man, Tom Running
of Darby, wintered af various timesin the
. Selway, but hislasttrapseasonwasfragic
for -snow blmdness came unmercifullv
and Torn Running was rescued by frier
and brought home for the restofhistin
“Blind Tom’ as he became Know, stay&e-
around with old friends of the hills, Abe

Leeds and Tom Stella, both seasoned

‘trappers and guides inthe Clearwater, for
three decades

Steﬂa himself in the 1920 era, failed to
return from his winter on Stella creek in

the ‘Selway and rescuers in the spring

found *he had died evidently after -an
accident that gave him broken limbs. His
grave was made near his ¢abin.
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