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To determine the crigin of place names 1s a very
difficult ana cluaost asvaer cnaias soex for several

J

reasons. First of all in regard to the Selway Bitterroot
Wilderness many of the features have had their names for
over seventy~five years without ths source of the name's
origin officially recorded. Because many name origins
were not initially recorded for posterity, often they were
lost., Llleantime well msaniag vnionessrs as well as nsw
comers to the area constirued plausible theories as to
why a featurs has a particular name. In time with much
repetition by word of mouth certain features have two
contradictory nahe origins which are equally hailed as
tl.a gospel truth. What further complicates matters is
man's rationale for szlzcting the cdrreot choice. DPeople
often tend to support the versioan they hear first as the
correct version, while othecrs judge the accuracy by the
personal character of the teller. Both methods are
fallacious in themseives, and os to whether the real
origin is selected is coincidentnl. Both methodls do
ingrain confusion and coatinue fallacious cycles.

I have innluded in this list of Place James more
than one entry for particular features where there is

o

variaaice lua source informatios ., =3 fovr 2xample, Friday
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Pass, Lottie and llaud Lakes. Selway/Selwai and Lolo are
two extreme examples of names with highly coantroversial

origins. Excluded from this compilation are the name-

i1
o)

origins recoraad in Sister Alfreda's Pionse ays in Idaho

County. I did this vecaus: freguently the source of the
name origin was not eited in her text. I have limited
my entries to sources from the Natiomal Forests' files
at ¥ 2 2.0. aad 5.0, level a.ud at the Federal Re .ord
Center in Seattle. Names from personal interviews I
Conducted are also herein recordad.

Another vroblem of compiliag the origiA of hlace nanes
is of duplication of aames for two separete fealures.

For example, oae Hatioual Forest may have two Indian Hills

!

‘or Creeks. Therefore, when %/name's origin is given for

such a fezaturs aad the exact/location is not given, whicl
of the twé féatures is not kﬁown. Therefore, tb avoid
further confusion through improper assunptions, the reader
will note that I have left the location entry blank where
it was not'given in source compilations.

In cqntfast where two eatries are cited for one
feature, but the locations are slightly different, I
transcribed the locatioas as I found then recorded;

Archer louatain is a good example of procedure. It has
four entries; tWo of which have thé same location, one
slightly diffarans loc:tion; zﬁdyqxellocatiou 200 racordad

at ell. In this case it is obvious that Archer kountain

is the same feature for 2ll four entries for there are
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portion‘of land outside the Selway Bitterroot Wilderness
but within the National Torest on which.it lies.

This prefocets. purpose is not to nullify the accuracy
of 211 the place nemss within but to scquaint the reader
with the inhzrent problems and the possioility of
recording discrepaacies. Many features more recently
named initially had their origins'officially recorded
and preserveda ia jational Forest files or by the Hational
Geographic Place liames Board and may be regarded as

correct. Xoch lountain is an obvious example.

, Slncerely,
| /77@7 e /"[Zﬁwmw |

Mary ©llen Ackerman
Viriter-Editor
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Part I: . (Material which was gleaned Ifrom 5.0., R.O.,
and Tederal Record Ceater files and now is
collected and organized in the Place Kame Pile.)

Arinual Geographical Place ames deports

District 1, Bitterroot Forest 2/3/26
ﬁeport plus accompanying map for Lynxz Creek.

District 1, Bitterroot Forest 1,/2/35 Iloose Creek District
Reports, accomnpanying letters and maps ior:
Viahoo Peak (formerly Squaw Pealc), Freezeout Mtn.,
Sponge its. Lizard Peak, Doe Point, Long Lake,
and California Point.)

Region 1, Bitterroot Forest, 1/18/40
Accompanying letters and map for: Gem Lake

Region 1, Bitterroot Forest 1/3/41
Report and accompanying letters for: Tollar Lake,
Painted Rocks Lake,.Lake Crystel, Lake Turbid.

Region 1, Bitterroot Forest 4/3/41
Report for Trapper Peak change to Sherman kitn.

Region 1, Bitterroot Forest, 2/16/55 v ,
Report and accompanying letters and newsarticles for
Koch Htn.

Region 1, Moose Creek District, 1/2/35
Report for Cox Creek (formerly called Goat Creek),
Pettibone Creek (Formerly called Indian Creek),
hahoo Cresk (formarly called Big Crecsk), and Larson
Creek.

Region 1, Nezperce Forest 1/27/36
Report and accompanying map and letters for Parsons
Lake, Refluctant Lake, Legend Lake, and Jesse Lake
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Unpublishad Written Konuocripto

Cope, Joshua A. ‘’wemorandwn for Geography:(3eing a
synopsis of a talk givea before the Gedgraphical
Society of Dist. 1,the 12th of April, 1916, at
Missoula, liontana, and hevewith set down at the instance
of F.E.Bonaer") 7/1/16

Manuscript divided into Greex, Latin, French, Indian,
Eaglish derivatives. Within these divisions ths names
of interest are Nezperce , Lolo, Clearwater, and
Bitterroot.

Cronemiller, F.DP. "ileaning of Some of the Spanish Hames
of Places ia and Near the National Forests of Region
5." San ¥rancisco, California, 1/30/41, 3pp.

Little application to the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness.

Koch, Elers. '"Derivation of Geographic Names in Montana
and Idaho" mimeographed copy, 11 pp.

Noticeable absence of place names within today's
wilderness boundary because major historical :
journeys and expeditions did not peunetrate the mountain
barriers. '

Schumaker, 0.7. "Place Names'" Rough Draflt 6/10/68 6ipp.
Alphabetical listing of . place names written up in
paragraph form. HNames researched from historical
sources( GLO, survey plats, Geographic Place Names
Board, historical texts) as well as from local sources.
Considerabls time spent on project. Because the exact
location of each feature is not given, it is difficult
to determine whether or not the feature Is withia the
wilderness because of duplication of names in the
wilderness and that portion of the Bitterroot Forest
which lies without. '

Space, Ralph. "With Ralph Space on the Clesarwater,'
12/1/65. dialogue, 49 pp. (filed under Personal
Reminescences) :

Name origin of Grave Peak

"Origin of Geogfaphic Names- Bitterroot National Forest"
1/14/42 471 pp.

Alphabetical listing according to Feature named,
origin of name, authority, and recorder. Teaturss

are: Archer Ktn., Bailey lta., Blodgett Cr., Boulder
Crk., Cooper (r, Cox Cr., CranCr., Fitting Cr, Freeunsn

v



Tk., ¥red Burr Cr., Goat ltn., lsaasc Cr., Loe Pk.,
Pettibone {r., Pettibone uldge, whoda Cr., unniag Cr.,
Shissler TFk., Sixty-two Ridge, Sous Springs, Sweency
Pk., Tin Cup Cr., Tony Cr., Vance ita., Watchtower
Cr., and Vylies Pk.

"Origin of Geographical Names-Clearwater National Forest."
2/9/42, 15 pp.

Alphabetical listing according to feature named,

origin of name, authority, and recorder. Because

the features do not have legal descriptions, whether

or not the features are within the wilderness is unclear.
"Origin of Geographic Names-Lolo National Forest."

3/3042, 12 pp. :

Alphabetical listing according to feature named,

origin of name, authorfy, aad recorder. Because

the features do no have legal descriptions, whether

or not the features are within the wilderaess is unclear.

"Origin of Geographic Names-Hezperce lational Forest."
3/19/42, 14 pp.

Alphabetical listing according to feature named,
origin of name, authorily, and reccrder. Teatires
included within the wilderness are: Jesse Pass,
0ldman Creek Oldman Leke, Pinchot Creek, Selway,

and Schwar Creek, Three Links Creek, and Wylies Peak.

Published Manuscripts/ Histories of National Forests

Cochrell, Albecrt N. The llezperce Story.
Rhoda and Boyd Crs. (pp.11-13)

Space, Ralph. The Clearwater Story.
Maude .and Lottie Lakes (p.46); Lochsa, Old llan Lake,
Rhoda, and lcConnell Mtn. (p.53); and Indian Grave Pk,

(pp. 11-12)

0ifieml Correspondence

Carter, E.E. Letter to District Forester, Missoula, MNont.

1/29/30, 3pp.

Alphabetical listing of names within KHontena and Idaho.
o source references mentioned. No way of verifying
information. Very general. Wames of interest:
Bitterroot (p.2), Lolo (P. 2), Clearwater (p.3), and
Nezperce (p.3.

&
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Fenn, Lloyd. A. TLetter to K.D.Swan, Asast., Dist. Foroster
Inspsetor, ilissoula, doutzua.  3/8/30 1p.

Origin of Selwai and Lochgas fivers.

Hanson, ,P.D, Regional Forester. Letter to Chief. 5/26/54
Origin of Printz Ridge.

Koch, [Dlers, Asst. Reg. Forester. Letter to Mrs. Alta Fouch,
Secretary-Librarian, HIstorical Society, Boise, Idaho.
3/21/36. |
Orifin cf the Selway River.

Larson, Stanford H., District Forest Ranger. TLetter to
Brandborg, Forest Supecrvisor, Hamilton, Montana,
2/24/37, Tpp.

Contains place names obtained through Than VWilkerson:
Chaffin Creek, Boulder Creek, Soda Springs, Watchtower
Cr..

Lay, Presley E. Letter to Supervisor G.M. Brandborg, Hamiiton,
ilontana, 3/21/55, 2 pp.

Origin of Downing Mtn.

Theime, F.E., Regional TForester, Letter to Forest Supervisor
Mr., Simpson, Lolo National Forest, 5/26/30.

Origin of Chute Creek and Hidden Creek Ridge.

York, 0.E, Forest Ranger. Letter to Forest Supervisor,
Hamilton, Montana, 2/13/36, 2pp.

Origin of Bass Cr.

Newspapers and lMagazines -
Monroe, B.K. "Blodgett Canyon Bears Name of Pioneer."

Xerox of clipping in Missoula files; no date or
newspaper name.

Monroe, B.K, "0ld Trails Changed to Modern Highway Route,
Lolo to Coast," Daily Ravalli Republican, April 11,
1966.

Origin of the Selwai and Lochsa Rivers.
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Part II: Sources which are nov filed in the Place HNames

Toped Interviews: Personal contacts which flary Zllen Ackernaa
made over the summer of 1970

Gilroy, Ed. Origin of Lake LElizabeth.

Hoveyv Ralpn. Origin of Fenn Lakes, Rhoda Cr., Lakes Lottie
and Maud, Parsons Lake, Penny Bluffs.

McDonald, Charley. Origin of Bass Lake, KNill Cr.

McPherson, Don. Origin of featwres which are now reramed:
Indian Cr,/Pettibone, Indian Ridge/Pettibone Ridge,
Big Creek/wal.voCreek, Squew Peak/ Wahoo Peak, Florence,
‘. ®iligabeth, and Lloyd Lakes/ Stove, Pipe, and Kettle Lakes,
Chimney Lake/ Lake Louise.

Monroe, B.K. Origin of Curlee Creek and Peak, Kookooskia
and Selwal Rivers.

lfoore, Bud. Origin of Friday and Saturday Ridges, Graves
Peak, Lolo Hot Springs, Fox Park, Savage Ridge, Lochsa,
Kookooskin, and Selway Rivers.

Parsell, Jack. Origin of Fay Creek, Stewart Hot Springs,
Three Forks., o :

Renshaw, Blna. Origin of Archer lita. and Wylies Peak.
Wilson, Elizabeth. Origin of Sixty-two Ridge, Fish Lake,
Bearwallow, Selway River, Rhoda Creek. Sguaw Tits

changed to Twin Buttes.

Interviews, not taped; by M.E. Ackerman unless otherwise noted.

Boone. Dr. L. Chairman of Geographic Place Names study of
the western region. She had very little material
for the district within in the wilderness boundary.
Located origin of Archer itn. and Rhoda Creek.

Oswald, Arnolt. Interview by R.1. Walker at the head of
thoda Creek. Origin of kaud-Lake, Lottie Lake.

Wilson, Elizabeth. Origin of Stuart Hot Springs, and
- Parsons HOt Springs. Selway River and Pennycliffs.
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wetters:
HeLLeL s

Cox, Delbert. Orlgln of Grave lieadows and Stanley Creck.
letter datea July 17, 1970.

Powell Rancer Station Name Origin Pille

Hand, Ralph. Bear Lountain origin.

Moore, William. the: origln of ARmy Nule Saddle, Cooperation
Creek, Treezeout Creck, Friday Pass, Graves Peak,
Kookxoowlkia lieadows, ilocus Point.

Puckett, J.V. Recorded the origin of Dolph Creek, Fox Point,
and Shattuck Iltn.

Books:

Defenbach, Idaho, the Place and Its People.
p. 245, the identi'ly of Thomag Beall.

Elsensohn, Sister li. Alfreda. Pioneer Days in Idaho Co&aty
Vol I and II, Caxton Printers: Caldwsll, Idaho, 1951.
Often the source or authority of the Dlahe name 1is not
cited.

Hult, Ruby El. lorthwest Disaster.
- Identifies George A. Blodgett.

University of Idaho- Special Collection - Photographs

Selway, James Sr. Photograph of (no. 3-908a). Ba:k of
photograph gives identliying remarks and claim that
Selway River is named for.



