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tory. He was considered an au-,
{hority on the travels of Lewis:
and Clark in this region,

His ascent of 12,842-foot high
Peak, supposedly inac-
cessible and located in the Bear
tooth Mountains just northeast of
Yellowstone National Park, was
among his mountaineering experi-
CNees.

“More than any other one per-
sson, Ilers  Koch

outdoors and indoors,” said Rich-
ard Neuberger in a recent article
on “Missoula of the Mountains.”
“This gnarled and wizened man
was not too old a decade ago at

- the age of 63 to lead the first

suecessful ascent of the sheer
of Granite Peak, loftiest
peak in Montana, He can follow
2 woodland trail which would

thwart the nose of lynx, yet he is| k
a nationally recognized authority| f
-lon western history,” wrote Neu- 3

berger.
Dee. 12, 1880, and was graduated

1901, He received a master’s de-
gree

| Forest Service in 1903, spending
jtwo years on boundary examina-
{ tions ont the Gallatin, Madison and
"Beaverhead Nalional Forests
the Shasla
Forest ip Colorade and the Big
Horn National
ming, The boundary examinations

tion of these forests.
In 1909, as forest supervisor,

“+he located and laid out the Sav-|,
-|enac Nursery at Haugen.
In 1940 Mr. Koch, through the|]
-1 Oregon Historical Quarterly, pub-| |
[ lished the Lolo Trail route of "
1 Lewis and Clark across the Bitter

Root Mountains, the {first effort

i1 {o identify all points of this early

Trail,” with central Idahe for
iits locale and dealing with an in-
reident of the Carlin hunting party
!which went over the Lolo Trail
jinto Idaho over 60 ycars ago,
| was published by Mr. Koch late
in 1953. .

He was married in. 1806 to
Gerda  Heiberg-Jurgensen. She
died in early 1942 and was buried
in the Missoula Cemetery. Two
\:ons, Thomas P. of Hamilton and

{
\hike. The book, “The High
1

characterizes
i Missoula's skillful merger of the |

Mr. Xoch was born in Bozeman, :
from Montana State College in)’

in forestry at Yale Uni- ‘
versity in 1903, He entered the|f

inj:
National .

Forest in Wyo-i. }

lwere preliminaries to the crea-|

“oter of Scattle, survive. Another
,X\ﬂn\ Stanley, was killed in the
[URES

| M. Koch was found late Sun.
sy afternoon lving on the floor
I ohis home with a gun by his
hde, and
gl Coroner Ralph M. Simmons.

pormandy  invasion in June of |

a wound in his head b
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~hanned, the coroner said.
,wily is at the Marsh, Powell &
jlavingston Mortuary and funera:

‘ \1‘ faken to the hospital hvf
cnlagnee. Noo oinquest ip
The ¥

/if;vrviccs are pending.
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jqcame chief of the division of tim-
{ber management, administering
4the resources’of the timber stands
4ol the region until his retirement.
Following the forest fires of|
41919, Mr. Koch initiated the first

Vel
v;ljiR,.etlred
[F orester, Dies

official, died late Sunday nigl
At a local hospital,

years of service. A forest fiel

Elers Koch
visor, Mr. 'Koch was appointed
supervisor of the Lolo and Bitter

}i Root National Forests with head-

quarters at Missoula in 1907.
From 1908 until 1919 he was

i chief of the Lolo National Forest.

He then served two years as

4fire control chief for Region 1,

comprising Montana and northern
Idaho. In the fall of 1920 he be-

jormalized fire training, associ-

| iters Koch, 73,

i _l*)lom Koch, 73, 420 ¥%. Beck-io
fwith Ave., retired Forest Service i

He retired in the spring of 1942 }»
from the Forest Service after 40{p:

assistant, inspector and super- [ic
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tles stated. He also established
soards of review on fires, pion-
cred fixed lookout networks ard

‘een-area maps, a map orienting
llable and invented a fire tool that
bears his name,

Mr. Koch was a fellow of thei#
iSociety of American Foresters| f
and from 1936 through 1937 he!f
served on’the council of the Sg- ¢

ciety of American Foresters. |§
Aslldc from forestry, Mr. Koch’s!
chief interest was northwest his-

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 4) ?‘
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n other fields he was credited with
making major coniributions to {ire
eontrol and the cdtablishment of

the first formalized fire training}-

program.

Koch was the author of many}
technical publications, among themg
“TPassing of the Lolo Trail” which¥

appeared in the Journal of For-

estry,  In 1952 he published “Thef’
‘High Trail,” a book for young}’

readers. In 1942 he was recognized
by “Who's Who in America.”
A rugged outdoorsman, he led

ia party which was the first to climb &
mighty Granite peak. Comparable}
to Grand Teton and located justg
mortheast of Yellowstone park, it}

is the highest point in Montana.

The pioneer forester was thef
father of Tom Koch, Hamilton at-}
torney. Hi$ other son, Dr. Peterg
Koch, is a mechanical engineer}:
with the Champlin Lumber Co. inf
New Hampshire. Stanley a thirdé

json serving with the mnavy in

World War II was killed duringf
the invasion of Normandy whent

his ship struck a mine.

Koch Mountain which is 9,036 i
feet in elevation, compares with{

Trapper pedk which is 10,131 feet

high and El Capitan which is 9,965}
feet. Trosper said that he hasf
submitted the name of W. W.

‘White to be honored by naming

a mountain in his memory. The}f
mountain is located west of Koch}
‘Mountain. White, who died re-§
cently, was a pioneer forester and}
a former Bitter Root Forest su-}

ipervisor. ' .
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