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• 
To efrtabllah a National Wilderness Preservation System for the permanent 1ood 

of the •·bole people, and for other pul'pollell. . 

Be it eno.cted by tM Senate and Houae of Repreaentativea of the 
United States of America in COlft{lreBa assembled, Wildeme11 Aot. 

SHORT TITU! 

SF.CTloN 1. This Act. may be l·ited 11.s t.be "Wilderness Act". 

\VIU>t:RNt:8H HYHTt:M t:s·rAJ'l,HIIU:1> ErrA'l .. :Mt:N·t Ot' POI.ICY 

H~:C'. 2. (a.) In orclf'r to 1\s.,;11r~ f.lmt . u11 irn·r.-u.sing J><>\>11l1tt ion, 1u•,·.om
p1rnu~,t hy t•xpn.nding st•Uh•111t•nt. 1rncl growing 11wc·l11m1z11t iou, cloc•s not 
occupy 1111d modify 1111 nrt~tH within tlui tJuitc•cl Ht1ttt'!-11uul it.s possc•s
sions, lcinving no 11mcls clesig1111f.Nl for p11•.Ht•rv1tt ion 1md proh'(~f ion iu 
fheir 11:,t 11ml co11clit ion, it. is lwrt'.hy clec·.lu.rc~I to hti th~ fM>li,•y of tlm 
Congrt•ss to Ht1«•.11rt~ for t.hu A 111eric11n pc't>plo of prc~~nt. 1mcl fnh11't' 
gt~1u•r1tt ions tht~ hent>fits of nn Nulm·ing rc•sourcc, of wilde.rn('l-..~. For 
this J>UIJ>O!-'O tlu~e is hl't't'hy N,t1thlislwcl 11. Nnt i01111l Wildtmll'S."1 Pn--Sl'r
rnt.ion Hyshm1 to ht~ compoS('d of fe.demlly ownt~cl 11rt'.ns designated h_y 
Co11greH..'- ns '4wildtwne.i-;s 11rt'.ns'', 1tnd tl1t'.HC slmll he administered for 
the 11st, nnd enjoyment of the. American reoplc, in such manner as will 
le11,·e them 11nimp11irod for future use 1tn< enJoynwnt tLS wilderness, 1md 
so as to provide for the protection of the.r,;e 1u1'as, the '{>reservation of 
their wi)dern~ character, and for the gn.t.hering nnd dissemination of 
informntion reguding their use 11.nd f'njoyment as wildernes.~; n.nd no 
Fedt>rnl lnnds slmll he designnted 11s "wilderness areas" except as pm
vidt.,d for in this Ad. or hy 11 sui>R(~tient Act. 

(h) The indusion of 1,n 11ron in the N11ti01ml Wilderness Pre..qerv11.tion 
System not,withstnn<ling, the Rn-11 slmll continue to he ma1111ged by the 
Depnrtment And 1tgency having jurisdiction thereover immedilltely 
bt~foru ih-1 inclusion in tlm Nnt.ionnl Wiltlt'rnt•ss P1-e.Fervation 8y~tem 
11111.-s.~ ot herwisc, providt>tl by AC't of ( ,ongrt'ss. No llpp,ropri11t.ion -.lmll · 
be nvnih1bll'I for f he pnymei,t of PX(>l'H~s or snlllri"s for the adminis-
t rnt ion of the N 11t imml ,vi ldt•rnt>ss P1,-S('rv11t ion Hyst('m 1,s 1\ sepamtt~ 
unit 11or shall 1my upproprint.ions he 1tvAil11ble for llddit.ional personnel 78 STAT. 890. 
stated us being rt'<tnirt•cl solt.,ly for t.lm pur1>0sc, of nuuu1ging or 78 STAT. 891. 
nclmi~1istt'rin~ 11rens solt•ly ht•c•.1mS(\ tht•y nro int•lmfod within th'-' 
Nlltiotml Wildc•rn('s.,; P1"t'Hl'r,·11t ion HystNn. 

l>t:t'INl'l'ION Ot' WIIJ>F.HNt:SM 

(<') A wildornt'fi."l, in c•ontrnst with tlt<lfit' nrN,s wlw.t"t~ "'"" nwl his 
own works domim1t,e t.ho lu.ndHt·111.u, is hN"t•hy roc·o,._.,.izt'll IL"i 11.11 1u1.•11 
where t.he enrt,h llncl itH community of lif., u.rc~ unt.ni.mmefotl by 11111.11, 
whem man himHt~J.f is 11 visit.or who clot•H not n~n111.i11. An 11.11.~I\ of 
wildernefis is fnrt.ht~r cfofi11c"'I t.o mt•an in t.his Act ,m llrc-.1. of mule
veloped Federnl lnnd rt~f11.i11i11g its r•rimt'\'lll clmmct.t•r u.ntl i11fhmnct•, 
without permanent. improv~me11ts or hmmm luJ,it.n.t.ion, which is ,,ro
t.ected and managed so us to preserve its ,mtuml contlit.ions 11.1ul w 1ich 
(1) generally appears t.o have been nfTt"':ted prinmrily hy Um fon:ffiof 

1111.ture, with the imprint of mu.n's work s11hst.11ntil\.11i unnoticea.hle; 
(2) has outstanding oprortunit.i~ for solit.mlo or a r►rmaitive 11.nd un-
confined type of recreation ; (a) lm.s 11.t Jt....,-4, fi \'e t hom;n.11d ac.n\'i of 111.nd 
or is of sufficient size as to make practicn.hfo its pmsP-rva.tion 11.ntl UHl~ in 
an unimpaired condition; 11.nd ( 4) may also conta~in ecologic11.I, 1,,roo-
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logical, or other features of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical 
v~u~ • 

NATIONAi, Wll,DF.RNFM J>Rt:SV.RVATION AYATF.M--Kl'l'F.NT OF MYMTfl!.11 

SEC. 3. (a) All areas within the national forests classified at least 30 
days before the effective date of this Act by the Secretar~ of Agricul
ture or the Chief of the Forest Service as "wilderness', "wild", or 
"cs.noe" are hereby designated as wilderness areas. The Secretary of 
Agriculture shall-

( I) Within one year after the effective date oft.his Act1 file a 
map and legal description of each wilderness area with the In
terior and lnsuln.r A ffa.irs C,0mmitt.ees oft.he United 8tn.tes Senate 
and t.he House of Ueprosentatives, and such de8Criptions sha11 
hn.ve t.he SRme force n.nd effpet, as if included in this Ad: Prm,ided, 
however, That ~rrection of clerical and typogmp\1ical errors in 
such l~rn.l descriptions and maps mav be made. 

(2) Maintain, available to the pubfic, records pertaining to said 
wilderness areas, including maps and legal descriptions, copies of 
regulations governing them, copies of public notices of, and re
ports submitted to Congffi,S regarding pending ttdditions, elimina
tions, or modifications. Maps, legal descriptions, nnrl re,:,ilations 
pertaining to wildemes..~ areas wit.bin t.heir respective jurisdic
tions a.lso shn.11 he available to the public in the offices of regional 
foresters, national forest supervisors, and forest rangers. 

(h) The Secretary of A1,,rricult.ure shn.11, within ten years after the 
enact.ment of this Act., review, n.s to its suitability or nonsuitabilit.y for 
preservation as wilderne8..~, oitch are11. in the national fore.sts classified 
on t.he effective da.t,e of this Act. hy t.he Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Chief of t.he Forest Service tts "primitive" and report. his findings to 
t.he President.. 'fhe Pn-siclent shall advise t.he llnitt-d Stat.es Senate 
n.nd Houi,;e of Uep1'('.set1tat.ives of his recommendations wit.h r,~pect ro 
the designation as "wilclernes.';" or other reclassification of each area on 
which review lrn.s l~en completed, together wit.h mt1.ps nnd a definition 
of bounchtrieJ;. Such advice shall he ~iven with l't'-SJWCt. t.o not. lf'.ss t.lm.n 
one-third of all the area.c; now cl11.s.c;1fied as "primitive" wit.hin t.hree 
yen.rs n.ft.er the enactment of this Act, not less than two-t.hirds within 
seven yp.ars after the enactment oft.his Act, n.nd t.he re11mining ttrens 
within t.en yen.rs 1tfter the enn.ct.ment of this Act.. ~~itch recommenda
tion of the President for df',Sil-,'1llttion as "wildemess" shnll become 
e f' . .ct,1ve on y I so provided by an Act of Congress. Arens classified 
its "primitive" on the effe,ctive dat.e of t.his Act shall continue to be 
admmi!'l1.ered under the rnlf's and re,gulations affecting such areas on 
the f'ffect.ive date of this Act. until Congress has determined ot.herwise. 
Any s1u•h al't'-t\. may he incl't'.ased in size by the President nt the time 
he submits his recommendations tot.he Congress by not more;than five 
t.hous1md acres with no more t.han one thousand two hundred an,1 
eighty acres of such increase in any one compact unit; if it is proposed 
to increase the size of any such area by more t.han five thousand acres or 
hy more than one thousand two hundred and eighty acres in any one 
comp1tct unit t.he increase in size shall not become effective until act~l 
upon by Congl't'SS. Nothing herein contained shall limit. the President 
in propoRing, R.S l>art of his recommendations to Congress, the alter1\
tion of exist.ing ,01mcl11.ries of primitive a~R.S or recommending the 
uclclit.ion of n.ny cont.ig11011s area of national forest lands predominantly 
of wilcforness v11.lue. Not.wit.hst.11.nding any other provisions of t.his 
Act., t.he Sreret.nry of Agriculture may complete his review and delew 
such aret\. tlR m11.y he ne<>A'Sflltry but not to exceed seven thousand 1tcres, 
from t.he southern tip of the (]ore Range-Eagles Nest Primitive Areu, 
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Colorado, if the Secretary determines thnt such action is in t.he public 
interest. 

( c) Within ten yea.rs after the effective date of this Act the Secretary Report to 
of the Interior shall review every roadless area of five thousand con- President. 
tiguous acres or more in the national parks, monuments·and other units 
of the national park system and every such area of, and every roadless 
island within, the national wildlife refuges and game ranges, under his 
jurisdiction on t.he effective date of tins Act. and shn.ll report to the . 
President his recommendation as to the suitahilit.y or nonsuitability . 
of each such area. or island for preservation as wilderness. The Prest- Presidential 
dent shall advise the President of the Senate and t.he Spenker of the reoonvnendation 
House of Represent.at ives of his recommendation wit.h respect. to the · to Congress. 
designation as wi1den1ess of e.n~h such aren. or is]n.nd on whi(~h review 
has been completed, t.o~t.her with 11. nmp t.hen-.of and 11. definition of its · • 
houndaries. Such advice shn.11 ht~ ,r;iven with rt\.<;J)t't~t. to not. lt•.ss Oum · 
one-third of the affil.."l and islands t.o he rovit~wt~I tmdt~r t.his suhsoct.ion 
within three years 11.ft.er enactment. oft.his Ace, not. lt~SH t.1111.11 t.wo-t.hird:,:; 
within seven years of ermct.ment. oft.his Act., 1uul t.he ret1111.i1ulm· wil .hin 
t.en years of enact.ment of t.his Act.. A n•.commencfat.ion of the Prt•:;i- Congressioral 
dent, for designation as wildemes.'l slut.II become efft•,ct ive only if so pro- approVR.l. 
vided hy an Act of Congress. Not.hing ,·.ont.11.im•,d he1·ein shalJ, by 
implication or otherwise, he <'.onst.ru~l t,o 1~~11 t.he present. st.at ut.ory 
authority oft.he Secretar;y of the Interior with rt>spect. to the mainte-
1111.nce of roadless areas within units of t.he 1111.t.ional park system. 

(d) (1) The Secretary of Agric.·ult.ure 11.nd lht~ Ht~·1-etnry of the Suitability. 
r nterior shall, prior to suhmitt.ing 11.ny rt'it.'ommmHlitt.ions lo the Prt'si-
dent with respect to the suitability of nny 11.r,'iat. for prest~rvi,t ion tl.S 

wilderness-
(A) ~i.ve such public notic·e of the proposed nt't ion its t.hev det~m Publication in 

appropriate, inc1uding publicnt.ion in the ttedern.l R~ister 11.nd in Federal Register. 
a newspaper having general circulation in the area or areas int.he 
vicinity of the affected land; 

(B) bold a public hearing or hearings at a location or locations Hearings. 
convenient to the area affected. The hearings shall be announced 
through such means as t.he respective Se<'retaries involved deem 
appropriate~ includinf notices in the Federal Register and in Publioation in 
newspapers of genera circulation in t.he area: Provid,ul. That if Federal Register. 
t.he lands involved are located in more than one State, 11.t least one . 
hearing shall be held in en.ch State in which a. port.ion of the land 
lies; 78 STAT. 892, 

(C) at. least. thirt.y d11.ys befort'I the cl11.te of a l•i•.arin~ 11.dvise t.he 78 STAT. 893• 
Governor of e11.t·h State 11.nd the governing hoard of each ,·mmty, or 
in A li1.sk11. the horo111,th, in which I he hmcls nre loc11.t.NI, 1uul '4"'t><leml 
cl~par1ments 1uul 1igt•11,·it~H co11,•prnNI. 1mcl invite such officials 11.nc.l 
J4~ecfora.l •~~11ci~ to submit. t h~ir vit~ws on t.lu, f>ropos.>icl net.ion at, 
t.he hP.ari11~ or hy no h1.1.t,r tlum thir1y ,ln.yH fol owmg t.he date of 
the ht-.aring. 

(~) Any views suhmitt.t.'Cl to th" 1ippropriah, 8t'<~retn.ry mufor t.he 
provisions of (1) ~, t.his suhi,twt.ion with rt•Hptd. to 11.11y art'11. sho.11 he 
mcluded with any rncommtmcln.t.io11s t.o t.l1t~ Prt~si,font. 1uul lo Conltff.S.'l 
with respect to such area. 

(e) Any modification or 11.cljustme11t. of homul11.ries of 11.ny wilder- Proposed modi• 
ness area shall he recommended by the appropri11.t.e 8ecret.a.ry after fioation. 
public notice of such proposal and public hearing or }u.,.mngs as 
provided in subsection (d) oft.his section. The prop<>Red modiffoat.ion · 
or adjustment shall t.hen he recommended wit.h map and descript.ion 
t.hereof to the President. The Presiclenf. slu1.l1 advise the Unit.eel 
States Senate and the House of Represent.at.ives of bis recommenda.-
t.ions with respect to such modification or adjustment and such recom-
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mendations shall become effective only in the snme manner as pro
vided for in subsections (b) nml (c) of this s"4.·tion. 

UHF. or wn.m,:nN•:HH Altt:AA 

S•:c. 4. (u.) Tiu~ put·, ►ost•s oft.his A,·t 1u1, lwr,~hy tlud1m"'l to he wit.hin 
nnd supplt\111,•nt al t.o t. u~ \mr1H.st-s for whi(•h nnt 101ml forests 1uul units 
of thu n1tt.ionn.l pn.rk 1uu rntt io111tl wiltllifo reful,(t~ systems 1tre estnh
Jished and 1tdminist.tm~d 1Lnd-

( 1) Nothit1g in t.his A,·t. s)mll he ·det>m<-d to be in interference 
wit.ht.he purpose for which 11ntio1111.l forests nre e.stithlished its set 

. fm1.h in t.h~ A(~t. of ,Jmw 4, 18H7 (:lO Stn.t .. 11 ), and t.he Muhiple
UHC Sm.t1iined-Yie1d A<·t. of ,June 12, 1960 (74 St.sit. 215). 

(~) Not.hing in this Act slm11 modify the restrictions 1uul pro
':is1ons of the Shi,lstend-No11m Act. (Puhlic Law 5:19, Stwent.Y,
first. Congres.", ,Ju y 10, rn:10; 4fl Stnt. 10'20), the 'fhye-Blatmk 
Act. (Puhlic Law 7a:l, Ril,(htieth Congress, ,June 22, 1048; H2 Sfat. 
568), and t.he Ilumphrey-Thye-Blntuik-Andresen Act (Public 
Lnw H07, Eighty-fourth Conl,(ress, ,June 22, 105H; 70 Stat. 326), 
as applying to t.he Superior National Forest or the regulations of 
the Secrettiry of A~riculture. · . 

(3) Nothing in this Act shall modify the statutory authority 
under which units of t.he national park system are created. 
Fnrt.her, t.he designation of any area of any park, monument., or 
ot.her unit of the nation1Ll park system as a wilderness area 
pursuant to this Act shn.11 in no manner lower the standards 
evolved for t.he use o.nd preservation of such park, monument, or 
othM unit oft.he nnt.imml p1trk sy~t.t>m in accordance with the Act 
of Au..,rust 25, torn, t.Jm ~11-f uf.ory :i.nthority un<~er wl!id1 the a~~11. 
was created, or o.ny of.her Act of Congres.~ wluch m1,.,rl1t. pert.am 
t.o or o.ff'ret. s,wh 1tn~1t, inducling, hut. not. limited to, the Act of 
,June 8, 1906 (M St.nt .. 225; rn lT.8.C. 432 et S("J.); sect.ion 3(2) 
of t.he '4"',"It~ml J>mrnr Act. ( rn 11$.C. 700(2)); and f.ho Act. of 
August 21, 1035 (40 Stn.t.. flfiH; 16 U.S.C. 461 et. RCQ.). 

(b) Except. ns otherwise pn,vided in this Acti ench ,i,.,rency 11.dmin
ist.ering 11.ny art'.n. desig111d.cd 1Ls wilderness sha 1 he responsil,Je for 
p~rving the wildernCHS chn.riu•.t.,,r of the arn11. 1Lncl shall SQ 1ulminist~r 
Ruch area for such other purpost•.s for which it. mny have been ('!o;f.n.b-

1.!!.l!'.!'.~.'.!'...__~]ished aR also to prnserv" itR wiMerne.qs chanu·t.e.r. :Rx<'ept as ot.hrr
'78 STAT. 894. wii:ie provided in this Ad., wildorm'SS areas sho.11 be devot..-,d t.o t.he 

pul!lic pur~ o! rncrnntioniLI, scenic, scientific, educo.tion11.l, l'onser
vahon, and hist.or1cal u~. 

PROJIIBl1'10N OF 'CERTAIN USES 

· ( c) Rxcept as specifically provided for in this Act, and subject to 
existing private rights, there s1ut11 he no commercial enterprise and no 
permanent. ron.d " ·it.hin any wilderness area designated by this Act 
,ind, except. M necessnry to moot minimum requirements for the n.clmin
isf.rttt.ion oft.ho area for the pnr_pose of this Act (including· in('asnre.c;; 
rNJnirnd in emergencie.c;; involvmg t,he health and snfety of persons 
wit.hin t.hc area), there shn11 be no t~mporary road, no use of motor 
vehicles, motorized equi(>ment or motorboats, no landing of aircrnft, 
no ot.her form of moohamcal t.mnsport, and no structure or inst11.lh,tion 
within any such area. 



• • 
September 3, 1964 - 5 - Pub. Law 88-577 

81'Jo:CJ.\J. l'HOVIHIONH 

( d) T~~e f_o1lo":ing special provisio~1s 1u-e hereby u_uule: 
. (1) '\\. 1thm wilderness nre.ns des1gnn.t.ed uy tlus Act the use. of 

n1rrmft or motorbo1tts, where these uses ha.ve 11.lre11.dy become estllu
Jished, may be permitted t.o cont.inne snhje<"f. to such n•strict.ions n.s the 
Secretary of Agriculture deems clesirnhlt,. In 11.ddit ion, such uwns
ures may be t.uken as mu.y be necess11.1·y in the control of fire, insects, 
nnd diseases, subject to such conditions as the Secret.nry <let-ms 
desirable. 

(2) Nothing in this Act slmll prevent within nntional forest. wilder- · 
nei::s 11..rens nny n<'f ivity, includm~ J>l'OSJx>,c•,t.in~, for the )>m·pose of 
~n.therin~ in format ion about lllinern,l or other re~",Ollrces, if such 1tctivity 
1~ carried on in a manner <'olllpnt.ible wit:h t.ho preserv1ttion of the 
wilderness environment. }"'urt hermore, in 11ccorclanco with such pro
gmm tts the Secret.n.ry of t.he I nt.erior shn.11 develop 1tnd conduct in 
consultation with the Secret:u·y of Agricult.m-e, such ureas shall be 
~urveyed on n pliumccl1 recurring h:tsis cm1i-;ist,•nt. with t.he concept. of 
wil<forness JH'PRerv:ition hy the Geologicnl Hm·vey nrnl t.he Bnrenu of 
Mines to determine the miner11.l v11.hms, if any, t.hat. may he present.; 
and the results of such surveys shnll be nuule 11.vnilnble to the public 
and submitted t.o the President 1rnd ( ~ongress. 

(H) Not.withst:uulin~ 1rn.v otht>r provisions of this Act, unt.il mid- -Mineral leases, 
ni~ht December at, 198:l, tho United 8t11.h•s mining htws l\lld a11 ln,ws olaims, etc. 
pe1111ining to mineral lt'using i,;)mll, to t.lw sna.u• t~xtent as nt>pli<·11.hle 

llrior to the effective date of this Act., l'Xlt•nd to those national forest 
ands desigtll\ted. by this Act l\S "wildernc~ ureas"; subject, howevt~r, 

to sm·h rensonnble regulations govemin~ ingress nnd t~rcss us nmy 
ht, p1'l'srribed hy the 8erretary of A1,..rrieulture ('onsisttmt. with tho usu 
of the lnnd for mineral locution llnd development. 1md explomt.ion, 
drilling, nnd production, and use of laud for trnnsmis."lion lim~s, w11for
lines, telephone lines, or fncilitiE>s nect'.8Slll'Y in t•xploring, drilling, 
producing, mining, nnd processin~ OJX'-rnt ions, inchulin~ wlwre P.HH('ll
t.inl thl' m-:o of mPchanize,(l ~round or n.ir e(1uipnwnt. 1uid rt'-Storntion ns 
Hl'l\r ns prnctieable of the surf11c.e of the htnd disturbed in performing 
pros1wct in~, locnt ion, nnd, in oil tind g11s lensing, discovery work, 
explornt ion, <h-illin,r, and production. as soon ns they have served tlrnir 
purpose. Miuing Jocnt.ions lying within the boundaries of said wil
dm·n<'HS lll't'llS shnll be held nnd used solely for mining or processing 
opemt ions nn,l u~s l'('I\.Sonnbly incident thereto; nnd hereafter, sub
je<"t. to valid t'Xist ing ri~hts, all patents iss11t'd under the mining htws 
of the United Sti\tt'S affecting national for't~st. lnnds designated by 
this Act t\S wildl'l'll<'SS nreas shnll cmw,•y titlt• to the minem.l deposits 78 STAT. 894. 
within tho clnim·, to,retht>r with the ri~ht to cut. 1uul use so much of the 78 STAT. 895. 
mnt.ure t imher tht'rt>from ns nmy he nl'eded in the ext.rn.ction, removal, 
1rnd heneficint.icm of the m inern l dt•J)(x,;it.s, if n('('{lecl ti moor is not 
ot herw isc 1·(~1\~>lrnhly n v1ti In hle, 1uul if tlu~ t imhm· is cut, under somul 
pri1wipl<'s of for·<'Ht m11tll\1,..'1'fll('llt its ,fofined hy the n11.t ionn.1 fon~st. 

· rult's nnd reg11l11.t.io11s, hut .-nc-h such pntenf. shnll J't~"!Crve tot.ho Unit Pd 
Stntt's nil tit.le in 01· to the i-;11rfn<'(' of the ln.nds 1111d proclu .. ts th,•roof, 
nnd no ll!=le of the surf net~ of th" cln,im or t.he rrn,ources t.lmrefrom not. 
J't'llSOJlltbly n>quirNl for ('1lrryi11~ 011 mi11i11~ or (>l'C>KfMld.in~ slrn.11 IH, 
11.l1owed ,,x,·,~pt ns oth,~rwiim ,,xpn•s.-Jl_y providml int.his Ac-t.: l'rm,itlnl, 
That, unless hereafter sf>ecifica.lly 1rnt.horizt\d, no pn.tent. within wil
derness nreas ,h~sigtmh\c hy this Act shnll iss1m nftm· l>t•c,m,bm· :\l, 
1083, except for the v11.Ji<l clnims ,~xist.i,~,r on or hufom l>1•ct•mhtw at, 
1083. Mining claims located after the effect.ive du.t e of this Act within 
the boundaries of wildernes.~ nrens df'Hignatetl l,y this Act. shu.11 create 
no rights in excess of t.hose rights which may he patented under the 
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provisions of t.his snbsedion. Mineral lea~s, permits, :uul licenses 
covering lands within nntionnl fore.st. wilde111Pss arPns dPSignnted hv 
this Art shall contain such n>n.sonnb)e stipulations ns may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of Agricnltn.re for the protection of the wilderness 
character of the lnnd consistent with the n~e of the lnnd for the pur
poses for whieh they :tre lensed, permitted, or lirensed. Suhjert to 
valid ri1rhts then existing, effective ,Jnnunry 1, W84, the minernls in 
lands desi~111ted by this .Ad. as wildemess nrens nre withdrawn from 
1111 forms of npproprint ion mu)(>r t.he mining lnws nnd from disposition 
mult•r nil l:tws pm1aining to minernl ll'.nsing and n.ll nml'iuhnents 
t lu•1~to. 

( 4) ,vit.hin wilcl,•r1u•~-; lll"t'I\H in the nnt.iona.1 fm,•st.-; tlt•~i,in:th•d hy 
th is Ad. (I) tlu• P1"t"Niclt•nl. 11111.y, within n s\K~,-·ific n rt'll anti in ac·cortl -
1uu·,, with s11C"h n•gulnt.ions ni,; lu~ nmy t t•t•m tl,-sirnhlt•, . authorize 
prosf1N·I ing for Wllh~r n~so111·c·c•s, 1 lu~ c•.st11hlii,;l11m•nt. 1111cl 11minh~11111tc·.t, 

. or rt~•rvoi,.,._, wnlt•r -c·onst•rv1ll ion works, p,;w,•r j>rojt•c·ls, I r:1.11s111is.~ion 
lirn~, :111cl ol lu-r fad lit it~ m•c•tlt'tl in t lu~ puhlit· inft•rt~st., int·hulinl! t.lm 
roncl 1·011st.r11d ion 1111cl 11minh•11111u·,~ t•~~•nt ial lo t1,w,•lo1mu•11t. :md IIS.t~ 
I lw1·t-c,r, upon liis clt~lt•r111i1mt.io11 t.lmt. suc·h llst~ or ust~s in t.llt'. siM•.citic 
:m•a will ht•llt•r st•rvt• t.lu~ iut.t•r,~st s of t.lm 1 h1ilt•d Ht.ntc•s 1111cl the IM'«>J>l" 
I ht•1·c•or t lrnn will its Clt•ni:tl; 1uul (2) t.lu~ J!fllZing of liVl'stock, wlu-re 
t•sl11hlisht'tl prior to llw ti1Tt•c•.ti\'t, tl1ltP of this Ad, shnll Ix~ JK'rmitted 
Io c·ont imm s11l1jt~«•t. to sllc·h rt•1lso111lhl,~ 1·eg11l:lt ions as :ire ,let•metl 
11t•t·t•ss:11·_y hy I Im Hc•4•r,~111rv of Agric11Jt.11rt~. 

(:,) Othm· pmvisicms of this Act. to the ('Ollt rary not withstanding, 
f.he 11uuuti.,~111t•nt. of t.lm Boundary Water., Cnnoe Areu., former!, desig-
1mh~t1 us the Hut>erior, Liu le lndinn Hioux, nnd Ciu-ihou Rrnulless 
A1~as, in the H111w.1·ior National J4~m~t. Minnesotn, ~hnll be in at•cord-
1111<·,~ with rt~1-tul11tio11i-; t•stnhlisht~l hy the &-crehtry of Agricult.ure in 
accorci:tn<·e with the 1-,rt•nernl purpose of maintaining, without tmnect>S
i,;:ny r,~t ri<·t ions on ot.l,er ust-s, induding th11t of t.imber, the primitive 
cha .. racter of t Im are:t, pn rt icu lnrly in the vicinity of lakes, streams, 
nnd port ngt-s: Prm,i,lnl, Thnt. not.h ing in th is Act. sha.11 prednde the 
,~ontinmuwe within the nren of any n)ready estnblished use of 
mot orl)()1Lt.". 

((i) Co111merc·i1ll S.t•rvir.-s m1iy be performed within llu~ wilderness 
1m•.ns cl,-sign11h•d hy t.his Act. to t.1,e extent ne~s.-;nry for nd ivitfos which 
1m~ propt\l' for n•nlizing the recrelltiona) or other wilcltn·nN;s purposes 
of the 11n~1,s. 

(7) Nothin~ int.his A<'t shllll oonst.itute an P.XJn-t>.i,,.~ or implied claim 
or ,foni11l on the pllrt. of the J4~Nlentl Government. ns to ,~x,~mpt.ion from 
8t1lte wilt.er 111.ws. 

(R) Nothing in this Act. sha.11 be ronst.ruPd 1ls tlfTt't·t ing t.he juris
cliction or n~sponsihilitic•s oft.he sevt~ml Ht.ah>s with n•i-;pt~ct t.o wildlife 
1uul fish in tlm 1mt.imml forests. 

H'l'A'l1': ANU l"IUVA'I .. : J.ANI~ WITHIN \\'IIJ)fo:kNfo'.NN :\HF.AS 

H•:c. r.. ( tl) 111 nny c•nst~ whf'I~ 8t.11tp-ow1wtl or privat111y ownPd. 1:md 
is c·cm1plt•lt•ly surromult~I hy nllt.ionnl fcm•st lnncls withi11 area~ des;l!
nnlt-d hy I his Ad 11s wil1foi1,~<;, StH'h 8tnte or private owner sha11 he 
givt•n s1wh rights ns m1ly he ne~~r.v to assure adequate acce$6 to 
sm·h 8ti1te-ownt'«l or privately o,vned land by such State or printe 
ownc~r 1uul t ht>ir sn<·c·es.'K>~ in interest, or t.he State-owned land or 
priv1ll.ely own,•cl lnn<I shn.ll be ex<'han,ed for federa11y owned land in 
lht~ stt.mf' Stnte of 11.pproximn.tely equal value under authorities avail
nhl.- to the ~retary of Agricnlt.un-: Prm1ided, hmre·,,er, That the 
lTnited Ht.nt-t>S sh11-l1 not. transfer to a 8tat.e or private owner any 
minenil int.en.-sts unless the State or privnte ownf!r relinquishes or 
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(",auses to lK' re]inquished to t.he Unif.eJ(l Sf n.tes the minern.1 interest. in 
the surrounded land. 

(b) In any case where valid mining claims or other valid occu
pancies are wholly within a de.signated nat.ional forest wilderness 
area1 t.he Secretary of Agriculture shall, by reasonable regulations 
consistent with the presenation of the area as wilderness, permit 
ingress and egress to such surrounded areas by mea.ns which have been 
or are being customarily enjoyed with respect to other such areas 
similar!y situated. 

(c) Subject to the appropriation of funds by Congress, the Secre- Aoquisition. 
tary of Agriculture is authori7.ed to acquire privately owned land · 
within the perimeter of any area designated by this Act as wilderness 
if (1) the owner concurs in such acquisition or (2) the acquisition is 
specifica11y authorized by Congress. 

(l)Jl'T'R, RJJQUF..ST8, AND CONTRIRUTION8 

SEC. 6. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture may accept gifts or bequests 
of land within wilden1t'l!S areas designated hy this Act for preservation 
as wilderness. The Secretary of Agriculture may also accept ~ifts or 
bequests of land adjacent to wilderness auea\8 de.sibrnated by this Act 
for preservation as wilderne8S if he has given sixt.y days advance not.ice 
thereof to the President. of t.he Senn.t.e and t.he Speaker of the House of 
&pre.qentatives. Land ac(•.eptffl by t.ht' Secretary of Agricult.ure under 
this sect.ion shall become part. of tlm wild,~n1t>SH an-.a involved. Jw.gula
tions with regard to any such land m1Ly h(, in M~onla.nce wit.h such 
agreements, consistent. wit.h t.he J>o1icy oft.his Act., a.~ 11m made at. t.he 
t.ime of such ~ift1 or such cond1t.iom1, consishmt. with such policy, as 
11111.y be indmled m, 1\nd 11.ccept.ed with, such hequet,1,. 

(b) The Secretary of A~ric·ult.um or t.h" St-.cretary oft.he Interior is 
authorized to 11.c..cept. privat.e cont.rihut.ions and gifts to be used to fur
ther the purposes oft.his Act. 

ANNUAi, R~J'OHT8 

Sw. 7. At t.he opening of e.ach ses.~ion of C,0n1,.rre."8, the Secretaries 
of Agriculture and lnt.erior shall joint1y report. to the President for 
transmission to Con~ on t.he status of the wilderness system, includ
ing a list and descnptions of the areas in t.he system, regulations in 
effect, and ot.her pert.inent information, together with any recommenda
tions t.hey may care to make. · 

Approved September 3, 1964. 

LEGISLATIVE ICIS1'0RYs 

lDUSli: REPOHTS I No. l!i311 1t1rn1,mpt\r\YinP. II. R. <)0?0 ( C<mn. on I ntorior A: 
ln:111lnr Al'fnl rn) and No. lll?•) (t:<mn. of Conf1i?"tirioo). 

SENATF. FO:POH'I' No. lll'J {Cornm. 011 Int1!rlor & In:mlar Affn.Jrn). 
CONGR~SIONAL 1u:com11 

Vol. 10') ( 11163) z Apr. 4, n,oormldored 1 n Sor~:t.1•• 
Apr. CJ, oormJcl1•rod and pe.s111!d S1ma1. ... 

'fol. llfJ ( l 'HA): ,July ?.fl, oon11idM•1•d 1 n ll011811. 
July JO, oon:1 ldnrod and pa.srwd llou1111, M1M11locl, 

in l1P11 of II. H. <)070. 
Aug. 20, llou:1n and S1!riat1! agr1 ie<I to oonfr. r"' i11oc 

report. 
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