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UNITED STATE S D E P A RTMENT OF AGR ICULTURE 

FOREST S E R V ICE 

Sawtooth Nat ional Fores t 
1525 iddison Avenue East 
Twin Falls, Idaho 83301 

c~D 

· 5520 
June 2, 1971 

Dr. Ernest W. Hartung 
Pres iden t, University of Idaho 
.. io cow, Idaho 83843 

L 
Deur Dr. Hartung: 

ea e writing to give you an interim progress and status report on 
our ongoing White Cloud-Boulder-Pioneer Mountains Comprehensive Land 
u~e Planning Study. For your convenience, we are enclosing a brief 
.Jrnm r: y of each of the various reports and maps compiled to date. 
i; "t ails o f the study approach are covered in the study plan which 
~r.s distribu ted last year. 

c ,1 use of the spccfal importance of _ the ·white Cloud Peaks, Boulder 
>!o nta i.ns , .:md Pioneer ?fount ains in central Idaho, we are studying 
h' :rre:i. t o obtain rather complete information for comprehensive 

~ . .. i £ · Such inforr.i.:ition will provide a basis fer determining 
th · bes t uses of th~ . arc:1. and portions .thereof. 

Althc ugh conducted _by . the- Forest Service, this is a multidisci
pl in~ry study dcsign~d to utilize contributions from the public and 

thc r interested organi.zaticns. We apprccinte the contributions made 
y vcryone who has participated in thc · study. To d~tc, about 24 
if f c rcn t professions, repr.csenting some 40 <1gencies and organiza-

tions , h.:lv0 been involved in some manner in the study. 

i . . · ::ftu<ly is one of the most intensive efforts that has been conducted 
• 'J~t i r.na l Fcrcst area of this size in the Intcnnountain Region. 

!tk! :itu y is divided into two principal phases--Phasc I being the 
av nt ·, ry phc1sc, an<l Phase II the <lecisicn-mnkinc ph2se. Our work 

,i.t:;. c\2n <lir ctcc! tcwa r<l the inventory phase thus far. 

T ~~ . ,uq. sc of the inventory phase is sinply t o identify av~il'1blc 
~nc pr ~fcssion~lly interpret them, as best can be accomplished 

~· ir. r c~scnabl c time limits. A~on[. the various ccmponents of the 
fot.: r ~l s information rcm:iins the incst difficult to obtain with 

~ rt. in y .:1 d is the lc2st •ccmplete inventory of what exists, mainly 
..:. t f e i..liff iculty in identi fyinr, what lies beneath the r,round. 

U .. S. C ol or,ica l Sur vey inc: Burc~m of Mines will ccn(:uct 3 survey 
'a , »C cf tl e Uhitc Clcu<l Pc[l.ks a nd BoulJcr 1-!oun t ains portions of 

· u~y ~rca b · inninc i n 1971 . 
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Data collectea durinc the 197Q field season has been put tocether 
-in ,:m Interim Repcrt consistins of a combined ecolozical report, 
reports from specialists responsible for the various ecolorical 
components of the land area, an<l economic an<l sociolcr,ic information 
which will provide a franework for later analysis cf the socio
economic consi~crations important in <lecisions to be rna~e for the 
study nrca. 

Because of the ireat bulk of materi2l already compile<l in the Interim 
Rcpcrt, it is impractical for us tc prc<lucc it in quantity. Therefore, 
we have copies locate,! at the Ch[lllis anc~ S:iwtcoth Nntional Forest 
Supervisors' Offices at Challis an<! Twin Falls, Idaho, and at the 
Rceional F0restcr's Office in Or,<lcn, Utah, for review by those inter
ested. The repcrt consists cf rourh drafts of the various technical 
reports, with a series of naps and overlays 0raphically c.lepictinr: such 
thincs as ecolorical hazarus, special features, and existinr. uses and 
activities. He earnestly solicit _review of and ccmmcnts on the inventory 
arid will be happy to explain the study an~ _the informntion tcllecte<l, in 
detail~ at any of the l ccati0ns ~entionc<l. Appointments shoulJ be made 
in advance, to assure that qualified personnel arc available to discuss 
anc cx~lnin the material. Upon request, it will be possible for a 
For st Service representative to present the infcrmntic.n to members of 
~n intcrcstc~ orz.aniz~tion at sonc other location. 

ur i ne th\.! 1971 fichl scascn, we ,:mtici2.:1tc .'1 continued intensive effort 
in a nur.ibcr of the stu<ly catcr;ories. He hope that by the end of the 1971 
H ehl sc~son, we will cs sen tially have the inven t cry phase completed. 
However, there may be some cater orics of the study that will not be 

/ completed by th~s time. We nrc a<lvise2 that the U.S. Geolorical Survey 
an<l Bureau of Hines' mineral survey will not be coraplctc<l_ until 19 7 3. 

If you h.:ivc nny comments or questions, we will be happy to consicler · 
an<l/or rcsponJ to ther.1. 

Sincerely, 

-- ·/ £ {J ~ ~APL',,___ 
E. A. FOURUIER 
Forest Supervisor 

Enclosure 
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INTERIM PRCGRESS AND STATUS REPORT 

White Cloud-Boulder-Pioneer Mountains 

Comprehensive Land Use Planning Study 

May 1971 

Specific reports and inf ormation constituting the Interim Report _of the 

White Cloud-Boulder~Pioneer Mountains Comprehensive Land Use Planning Study 

are described as follows: 

A. Reports 

1. Legal. Summarizes the basic legal parameters and principles in which 

the Forest Service is obligated under law. 

2. Interim Ecologic Evaluation. Summarizes some of the more significant 

data from the other technical reports dealing with the ecology of the 

area. This report also summarizes the geologic, soil, and hydrologic 

information collected. It identifies five geomorphic land groups tha 

re ,resent r el a tively homogeneous hydrologic and soil t ypes u 

ecologic situations . These land groups provide the basis for s r :ry~. ~ 

the area in a common frame of reference to which the various ecologic 

components can be related. 
0
For example, vegetative habitat ty;.es , 

~ildlife habitat, and scenic characteristics are described and evul·

ated in each of the five groups. Additional review is necess ry to 

refi ne the l and group boundaries and ecologic relationships within 
0 

them. Parti cular emphasis will be given to evaluating the effe cts o. 

possible land uses and activities within each group and in defi ni ng 

biologicai potentials and constraints. 

3. Mineral Activity. Summarizes information collected on mineral activit y 

within the study area. Forty-six areas have been identifiec on which 

various claimants have conducted mineral activity. Considerable 
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additional investigation is needed. Most of the White Cloud Peaks and 

Boulder Mountains porti?r of the area will be mo~e _intensively studied 

by· the U.S. Geological Survey and Bureau of Mines. Their study will 

be conducted in the same manner that surveys of Primitive Areas are 

carried out. It is expected that their effort will not be completed 

until 1973 . . Additional Forest Service investigation will be concen

trated on the remaining portions of our study area. There is excellent 

opportunity for other than Forest Service inputs. 

4. Vegetation. Gives a preliminary description of the vegetation of the 
-

area, including an evaluation of plant ecology in relation to possible 

management practices. Twenty vegetative or habitat types have been 

identified and described. The report includes a review of timber 

management practices in the Douglas-fir type and qomments on over

grazing problems. It identifies elements and components which are 

potentially dangerous to livestock, wildlife, and humans. It specifi

cally lists potentially poisonous plants and plant groups. Additional 

investigation is needed to identify and evaluate additional habitat 

types and more carefully define those already identified. 

5. Wildlife. Gives a preliminary description of the nonaquatic wildlife 

of the area, including an evaluation of wildlife ecology in relation to 

possible management practices. The report lists all large and small 

animals that have been identified within the area, including birds, 

amphibians, and reptiles. For the more dominant species, it describes 

· the ·habitat requirements with particular emphasis on habitat p_otentials 

and limitations. Potential uses and activities are .described in relation . 

to impacts on wildlife habitat which could be . considered _critical. 
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Additional information is necessary to refine data collected thus far 

and to further identify habitat areas and potentials and constraints 

for species such as mountain goat, antelope, and sage grouse. The 

report refers t? wildlife habitat within and, when relevant, outside 

the immediate boundaries of- the study area. 

·6. Aquatic Environment. Gives a description of most of the aquatic habitat 

and fisheries of the area, including an evaluation of aquatic ecology 

in relation to possible management practices. This report is the result 

of several years of investigation; it defines the resource and present 

management practices. It evaluates the lacustrine and fluvial habitats 

and hydrochemistry in the White Cloud, Boulder, and Pioneer Mountain 

areas. Additional investigation is necessary to complete a review 0f 

the other lakes and streams within the area. 

7. Forest Insects. Gives a preliminary description of the insects and 

their activity in the area. The report covers past and present insect 

impacts on the study area in addition to a prognostication on insect 

related problems which could occur in the future. Particular attention 

is given to mountain pine ~eetle, Douglas-fir beetle, spruce .beetle, 

and fir engravers. Additional investigation is necessary to refine 

8. 

the evaluation and to identify non-tree ·insects and assess the effects 

of possible uses and activities as they relate to insect activity. 

Plant.Pathology. Gives a preliminary description of plant diseases and 

their ecologic relationship within the area. The report identifies the 

more important plant diesease problems existing within the area. It 

identifies diseases that could cause toxic effects upon humans and 

animals. Additional investigation is necessary to further refine the . 

evaluation .of the consequences -of possibleus~s and activities as they 

may affect disease trends in the area. 
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9. Scenic Analysis. Gives a preliminary description and evaluation of the 

scenic aspects of tne area. A~ditional investigation is necessary to 

refine a procedure for evaluating scenery -in forest environments and 

. to ~dentify and describe the more important scenic sites existing 

within the study area. 

10. Pristine Land. Describes pristine lands and preliminarily identifies 

such lands within the area. Pristine lands are described as those 

lands which are basically unroaded and undeveloped and sufficiently 

removed from the sights and sounds of civilization to provide a feeling 

of isolation. On these areas, existing developm~nts and motorized use 

do not seriously impair their pristine character. Such developments 

11. 

or uses could be removed without leaving major adverse environmental 

traces. The report defines a systematic method of combining other uses 

and activity potentials to delineate pristine areas as might be practi

cable to maintain in pristine character. This inventory is essentially 

complete, except that the boundaries must be reviewed for refinement. 

Interpretive Inventory. Identifies sites, features, and stories of 

· primary interpretive interest within and directly rela~ed to the study 

area. The report describes such sites, features, and stories in detail. 

Examples are the Alexander Ross trail and campsites, geologic features, 

and historical stories relating to early mining and livestock use of 

the area. Additional investigation will be made .to add to the inventory 

as additional items of interest can be identified. 

12 . . Archeological. Summarizes the archeologic situations within the study 

area .. The report simply gives an overview of the archeologic situation. 

· Considerable additional wo~k is necessary to identifj significaht sites 

and locations of archeological interest. · 
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13. Economic Overview. Gives a preliminary description of the economic 

factors and relationships operative in the area and establishes a 

framework from which analyses can be made in Phase 'II of the study. 

The report is essentially complete except that refinement may be 

necessary as additional information is identified. A plan, which is 

not included in the report, to complete an input-output economic study 

has beeri developed with State agencies. Such information is necessary 

as a basis for resource allocation decision making. It is anticipated 

that the information will be available for Phase II, planning analysis. 

14. Social Statistics for Blaine and Custer ~· Counties. Summarizes some 

statistics relating to social and cultural factors in the area. 

Statistics include such things as census data on population, personal 

and per capita income, population densities, educational achievement, 

and birth and death rates. Considerable additional effort is needed 

to collect information for Blaine, Custer, and Butte Counties and to 

develop a framework for evaluating sociological considerations as they 

apply to natur~l resource ~llocation decisions within the study area. 

15. Index to Land Status and Special Use Overlay. Identifiei land status 

and special uses. Landowners and permit.tees are shown for the Sawtooth 

National Forest. Recreation residences remain to be added. Ownership 

and permittee data remains to be added for the Challis National Forest. 

B. MaE 

1. Study area map. 

2. Geomorphic Overlay. Shows the geomorphic units identified within the 

study area. 
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3. Geomorphic Land Group Overlay. Shows the five (5) land groups which 

are used as basic classification units for most of the various ecologic 

. descriptions and evaluations. 

4 . . Geology Overlay. Shows the broad geologies of the area. 

5. Watershed Overlay. Shows the watersheds artd watershed units. 

6. Precipitation Overlay. Shows rates of total precipitation by area, 

in inches per year. 

7. _ Water Yield Overlay. Shows water yield by area, in inches per year. 

8. Elevation Overlay . . Shows elevation relief at 1,000 foot intervals. 

~lso shows peaks ov~r 10,000 feet in elevation. 

9. Slope Steepness Overlay. · Shows slope steepness of the area in 

broad scale. 

10. Inherent Erosion Hazard Overlay. Broadly identifies inherent 

erosion hazards. 

11. Flood Hazard Overlay. Broadly identifies flood hazard areas. 

12. Avalanche Hazard Overlay. Broadly identifies avalanche hazard areas. 

13. Vegetation Potential Overlay. Broadly identifies vegetative production 

potentials. 

14. Wildlife Range Use Overlay. Shows "key" habitat areas for game species. 

15. Pristine Land Overlay. Shows J.crnds which are basically unroaded, 

undeveloped, and sufficientl~- :i."'emoved from the sights and s_ounds of 

civilization, to provide a feeling of isolation. 

16. Disease and Fire Hazard Overlay. Broadly identifies existing disease 

areas and landforms on which fire control is necessary to protect the 

basic soil resource . 
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17. Range Improvements and Allotments Overlay. Shows existing range 

improvements and livestock grazing all?tments. 

18. Land Status and Special Uses Overlay. Shows existing land status and 

use, keyed to index by National Forest. 

19. Existing· Roads and Trails Overlay. (Se.lf explanatory.) 

20. Existing Recreation Sites Overlay. (Self explanatory~~ 

21. Fire Occurrence Overlay. · Shows fire occurrence by size class by year. 

22. Interpretive Sites and Land Features Overlay. Shows features and story 

sites of primary interpretive interest, keyed to Interpretive Inventory 

Report. 
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