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Ic!&ho PrildtiTe Area Review - 9/24-2:T /74 - l!. L. Sorenson 

Richard L. 1!.arri•• n1reetor. RL&M 
1'hrougb Henry Ziminski 

. ;le /{'AJ(P«.J S<!> /J'?L-UJ~ /'r(!)4 
· · __, o /(_,) 17 3 d 2_// s l 

~s v1ll document the ·k.e:, ite~•. se during rq trip t6 the 
Idaho PrlnitiWJ Area on Septei::b r 24-27. Those pnrt1cipeting in · 
the 'trip included ~r Earl · Peter Mourtsen o~ the Big 
Creek District a.long vith Dr. J'.lo:rd !fert1by ftlld Ric:h.n.rd we.1.k~ of the 
Vilderness Eesea.rch Center, University of Idaho. Me5srs. Iievby and 
Walker in pe.rticipat.ing in this trip vere especially interested in 
discussi~ ~agewmt or the Tay'lor R~h and becoming :ra.~illnr vith 
S0C!e o~ tee ~agerumt problel!:s ~ the Idaho Prim ti ve J..:rea.. · ( 

~ Tit:) / If) ,01 • '-~J C 

Hal~~~, ~ts ~been District Banger on the Big Creek District Oc,J,,( I 
~ •o--=~~1 yea.rs d is intU!!S.tel,- acquainted vith the !.'Wln.ge- \ {~ f1 
~ , • He has a good understs.ndimt of the ~ilderne.sa Act ~ .,,, v"" 

- ·and Forest Serrlce vildcrncss ~age:-::2nt policy. lie CXi"'"libits '' ccmsider­
able interest in setting up a good men~nt progra:3 and carrying 
it out in the Idn.?:io ~tive Area. As a first step in ~ment . 
pl ann1 ng, he ~ instal.led eight registration boze9 and ~i ve 

_ el.ectric eye trail count~ to obtain better \ISer inforni,.tion. This 
ild"onmltion vill ~ extrei:!ely useful -in refinement of mana~nt 
plann:tng. 1n the t'uture. fils vork vith the RIM data has ~en carried out 
tJ:iroueh -the P..egional. Office md. in coordination vi th other Rengers con- Ji d 
cerned. Ee has al.so made considerable ~rove!:lent in the tnLils ·z wh/1,~ A 
and bu ge!ler&lly kept adrninistrati ve h!prove~nts in good order.Sh 1 v[ 

1
v7l iq;e 

Banger Dodd.a recof)li:ea C8ZQ" o-r the unso1Yed probl~s in mnn&g:ing the !Jt {11 1 

Prht1 ti-re .L~a and la mixioua to :tind aolutions to -them. ;, pl/ 5 

We examined and talked about these and other conditions on the 
ground. Foll.oving are the 1581n it~ rerteved: 

- G f 1/J l 

1. ~itive ~~ Interll'l Y.anageirent Plan - Mnn~nt direction 
.~or the Idaho Prl!!dti-ve ·Area is ~ily needed. C1~..ssiNcation as 
v11derness is currently under consideration but rra not be decided 
-ror several _ars. ln the mee.ntil"le~ an interim r..n.nage!rlent plan 
should :be prepared e.s & · gt..rlde for admnisterln'!: the 2.rea according _,. .,. 
to proviaicna o~ the llilderneas Act. 

Need tor thia plnn as it perta.1.ns to outfitter operations vu set 
tort.h at the Vcstern Outfitters end Guide.a Association tieeting in 
Salmon• Ida.ho, on JJ.ay 3 • 1974. It· vss snnounced th!!.t vork on the plAn 
vould be started during. the s~..er o:r 1974. ~1rl1e three · National 
1'oreata are invol.Ted in ~e.gil!g the Prim.tive Area. the Payette 
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Y&t 1on.&1. J'orest has rlOSt o~ the acreage and is taking the lee.der-
ship in prepa.rlng the :plan. It is reco~nd.ed P.e.necr Dodds p:--ep&re ,0 ( f /µfi 
a ~.M~:t\ent pl.&n outline and. 1:Jeet vith District Rangers on othel" (uJ/.S / · 
Foresta concerned to aet :;,re1iclnE.r)" ~age~nt ob~ecti vest. These ,t,/.Y 'I ' 
objectives should be in accord vit."l ~e1:.ent policiea announced at 
the May 3 12etinR. Ranr,er Dodds ~Y y-tt_nt to arrange -for the other --~ · < / 

~ra concerned. to de-vel.op ,selected parts or the r-1..an. Durin~,-;, s-~ w/' I~ 
prepa....-a.tion o'f ~he Dlan. _ the outtittf!rs Jllld guides nhoul.d be · '1/ptlJ/? 1 
·called UI)On for their s11t1eeationa, esr,ecial.ly in regard to ti..oe 11 'A fiJtll'L'/' 
ache<!ules 'for converting c~s and c.!!.~in5 egu.! ~ent to te~rary 1 ~ · . 

tacili~ies. Work should be done on this rlan vithout delay. 

2. Lav Enrorcer:-.ent - Le.v cnforce~nt is a conti:rnir~ problert. 
Serious violations such .as 1es.Ying t~sh 1n the Priclti?e Arca, 
cuttine of p.:reen trees~ and use of l)Over s:ws are occurrin~ too o'ften, 
especie.lly ~ng the out.fitters • . Ranger Dodds is Mrlous to P,et on 
top of the,ie probl~.s but vents to do so vi th full cooperation of the 
Porest Supcrvi:,or a."ld Regional :Forester. F~ expressed need ~or greater 
support on · lav enforc~e::1t activities. !fa.turall.y, he :f~el.s the.t vhcn 
be r~s e.head on a violation cnse. h~ should h15.7t! full supr,ort of' lsv 
enforcement personnel to obt&iu a.ppro1)rlate _prosecution. 

There &.~ several things Rl--.n~er Doddn mist do in or<!..er to bring - - • .-. .' ---- ~ -J.. • ,.:-;'". .-.;~~.'~ -~,4'.;;;H 

· -about ~ore understandin.<r. and ~s;1ect ~or Prl:-ti tive Area· ~~~"i~t.eme·ot 
objecti-.,en ~ rules, and rc,;nlatioos.. They are rus follovs ;_ 

a.. Aa discussed in it~ 1 above, it is ext~~ly i~ortant 
.th&t a man~~nt pl&n be daYeloped 2nd 8.J'pro-ved by the Forest 
·Supervisor and ~egion.e.l. :Fores·ter~ This ple.n. vill provide 
specific direction on type? of e.eti-rl ti.CB and the nattl?"e or 

· ·deyelo~nts to be pe:-dtted.· La.v enforcement and ~~~e::leDt 
direction VO"..lld be carried out in accord vitb these decisions. 

b. Outfitting and 5',ddin:-~ services vou:ld be administered . 
1n accord vi th tho man~'!e!!lent plan e.nd the special-use pe:t"!ll ts. 
'?be pend.ts, or course~ voul.d contsi:i specU1.c provisions 
related to ~~-ez-ent requirc~enta. 

e. Inspection o~ outt"i tter eS??"Sps and related discus:dons 
vith -per.nttees ::nu:t be doeu=ented. It is necessary to build 
a sto · on rlol.ations co;:miitted in order to advise the 
pe~ittee th~.t his contin~od rlolaticn o-r pend t require:,ents 
places hin :pe~it in j~iL-dy. In this re,r;ard, Rtmr:t!r Dodds 
has b~n develOj'linP: a photographic record en violations. This · r--­

too vill· be i~nnt n h~ ca.se record. F~h r>icture should 
have doc~ente.tion or date taken, by ,t,o..~, vh~re, n.."'ld so -forth. 
As de~ed desirnble, pictures ~Y be sent vith inspection reporta 
to the opera.tors. 
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The Erl.deer-Teton Na.tiomil. Forest ia having si~ilar adrrl.n-

istreti ve prnl~le::D vi th outri ttin.~ o-pe~tiO!l.9. For your ~ 
i~'fcrr!~t!on • ~ are encl03in~ a e.o-r;r.r of t:ie Irv Lazier c~~~ O!l V 
th~ Forest. Thi~ correS1?Qnde:c.ce is sel~~~l"""E..'1~to!'Y- .sn~ illu:,-
tratea the L~portance or veil d~ented admnistrative actions. 

d. · Furth er train! ng in l.av enforcenent on the Payette 
lfaticnal. Forest ·vould be helpful.. ?he Regional. La:w Enforce­
~nt O:t":ficer should be a.skec! to visit the Forests in 1975 

_ L to beeooe acquainted vith ad!rlnistrs.tive p~ble:-:s end lav - . 
· · ~ p ~.,. __ nroble1s related to Prlr:dtive Area ~an~e:nent. 
IJIP~ dP..J.l.._ l-li.lle has assur1ed the Regional l~,1 ent'orc~ent job a..7ld 
~ · ad to provide any P.ssistence needed. A close vorkine 

relationship neec.s to be established vi th him. 

e. l!e.ndout m.!!.terlals provided to the public nt reostrs.t!on .· 
boxea need to be 1..~proved 8.8 funds permit. _Visitors need r;ood 
t:18pS to guide th~ thnr..1gh this large e.rea. It vas noted tl1at 
vhenever District ~aP'l' are posted in registration bc.....,...es, they 
are quickly taken !'or persone.l use. Resolution of' .this :procedur~ 
sn<! need should be covered in the r,.a,n_aeei-,ent pl.an. 

3 • . Gct...rba.r;_e end Se.ni tnticn - One or the 11.rst jobs to be done 
· in br1ni;inr. the Pritl ti ve · >.rea -~ to standard is to ~~ve P8,at 
ac~&lnlllations or garb3.£e. In eeveral pl2.ces ~ old d_.t:ps ht!.ve been 
uncove!"'ed. through a.n.iml. activities. . In others, ga.rb~e hlJ.s been 
h:rt on the ground or sacked up for the \lilderne~s F.eneer to pack 
out. Renger Dodds pa.eked out considerable r-.aterlal during our trip. 
J!ovever • the entire area needs to be cleaned ll? th:rotl!:Jl er:t"orts of 
llo'th the Fo~st Service~ the outt'itters, end other users· in order 
to ~i~ent the Hpack-it-in~ ~ck-it-out1.1 policy of A.ree. iuuntenanee • 

. Once .an erea is clean, vi th little indication 01" 11 tterl~ o:- hiding 
ot trash in trees nnd bushes, vildernesa users rlll generru..ly try to 
ke~een. The Wilderness pa.troll2n cle,.1lt ".lso pugh harder 
th ue· fi 1 progrem vhich invol.ves encouraging ~ers to pack Qut 
11'.Te • t1es, or other waste 1 tel!lS in ad.di tion to their ovn 
garbege. This progr~ h~ worked quite ~~ll on othe!9 Fore:sts and 
ahould be ~e:neI!ted J."!Ore t'u.lly in the Idaho Primitive Area. 

. fr~S~~;;v;L/_,,;c.J . .. 
Conse2 wation groups such ea ~he Sierra Club~ cM be very help:rul 

on coopera.tl-ve cleanup pro;Taas. In other areas, these gl"OUJ.'S have 
Eade aubstnntial coritrl butions in ti..,:e and e:f:ro·rt · to clean UJ;) trash 
a.round lakes_ and stre~..r.s in vildernessea. Opportunities for so1ieit­
ing such he1p in getting initial. . cle~ up in the Id.Mo Primitive .,. .,. 
Area abould be explored. 

Outfitten should be J>rohibited rroa digging e.ny nev garbage 
(!mpa. At 1'lah Lake. a nev dump has been dug this :1'!8.r and vill · 
add to the problem or accWll'.llated vaste in t.he Primitive .Area. 
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Here egain 1• another aspect of outfitter opeTB.ting procedure vhich. 1~ 
contlnu~. vould nnor.:mll.y p1e.ce · the apeeia.1-use pcl"?'.lit in Jeop11.rdy. 
The pit toilet et Fish Lake 1s s.lso a ba.d situn.tion vith the e:N'luent 
well above the ground leve1. Standards on toilet design e.s veil as 
toilet location in reletion to lakes end strca:-~ should be defined. · 
In pl.aces. toilet trenches ~ pita haTe been located vithin 15-20 :re~ 
ot stre-=s. · 

standards on loe&tion o't outfitter Cel3J)S near lakes end •tn~ 
and ~ng trails also need to be estnblished. Thia vill require cs.re­
tnl th-oui!ht in the ~"£~t plan. 

Pack animals and riding h~es should be tethered mmy !roe 
camps to minirrl.ze odor and ny proble~ and to reduce ~se to 
bushes and trees. Tie posts gener&.lly vork ~uite vell vhen located 
so as to minindze soil and TeRetati Te dam~. Deve1o~nt of such 
f"a.cilities is pa.rt or the r,..anagement pl.8nning l)l'Ocens for identifying 
cm:pa, planninc; reat rotation system1 • a:nd otherwise arriving at 
types and 1evel.s or use compatible with wilderness Act objecti~. 

1-. ·Taylor Rnnch - Dr. Floyd lfevby and Rieh&rd • o~ r4k!?V 7 
the history ot the Taylor Ranch They indicated that while the .. rt!!illf ~ tPw, 
ranch is presently 1md.er Juris ction or the College of Forestry. J · i.e. nu6-f 

- Wildlife, and R,mge &ienees at. the UniTCrsity of Ida.ho, they a:re __ c__7)J,;f;: y./;e f 
vorking toward ha.vi~ auch Jurisdiction assip:ned .-pecifical1y to ;;wf<l /5,,,vs/. 
Wilderness · Ret!earch Center ao:netiine in the .future.. For this- reason tf»d~r & ' · 
Mr. Newb7 vould like the Forest Service to provide a report~ when · Ft~/{ 
requested at a later date, on how msn.a.ger:2ent of the Taylor Ranch 
ehou.14 be carried out in confomity vith vllderness 1!1anage£'i.ent 
objectives. He ind.ic~ed that m.en~ent ob.1ectives current1y 

· are 1n three categories• ruc2ely (1) education progra:n. (2) visitor · 
1J1:toxnation e.nd. historic interpretation, and (3) vllderneas and 
resource research. . . 

Pollow1ng are &a:!e or the idae.a expressed concerning 'future 
~ent ot'-_ the ranch: 

. a. Q ~eouidtion::J- The Foreat sa-rlce vould like to ~cquire 
the Taylor Rsnch l.anda to ~e the devel~ents snd tad.llties 
in o~ to l!!mlage these l.ands ac:cordi?li$ to provisions 
ot tbe Vil.derneaa Act. 

·Acquisition coul.d be accomplished th~b pu.rchs.se or 
· e:xchM.ite. It t!ie Ur..1-verai-ty ex~li~ged the ranch for lands ... .. ,. 
ou:tside the vil.derneas, their education e..."ld resea!9ch progr81!1S 1 

could be cs.rrled out e:rtecti vely and .1,thcut desn-ade.tion or 
Yi.lderness values. Possibil.ities o-r ~a.idcy. a. lru1d exchange 
11hoald be turther inYestigated vit.."1 the University. 
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b. ?f&U\?.temt,nt Practices - P.eTiev of current op~rating 

procedures indicetes the University is :m~Jc-_jng little e.tt~pt 
to vork vith the Forest Service in ita wil~rness resee.rch 
program. Thia year another nev building (vorkshop) VM built 
on . the aite • . . A s:r.:ialJ. garden trn-etor ia being used on the site 
to push sand off the e.irstrlp. Outfitter tent ~es vith 
vooden fioors vere recently constructed. Ca.rbage is bcin~ 
burl.ed on the site, and pla.cer.:ient of toilet , corral, and cook.;.. 
aback :rscilities in proxird ty o'f Big Creek is very ob.1~tionable. 
'!'he sink drrln in the cooks!u1ck ruJ"I..S d1 rectl:, -into the strea-=~ t45f:S} 
Livestock are not rulJ.y' controlled end grue onto ~s.tional. 7_/P / f'h;:~ f~r/ll1 

·Forest lands. JfreR 

Considering the :fact the University vill be enr~...ged in 
vil.derne3s research it neecs to develon 21.magev;ent objectives for -
the Taylor Ranch eormatible vi th vilderness 1 When the Potts -~ 1/rr/9

~ 

outfitter az:d guide 5-~e.r lease expires, the _ University shoul ft1-rl5 f 
consider eli~inntin,; this use or aa a roin~1.m1. elSta.bllshing . Jl/?JV ( 
higher stendards o-r operation. r . . 

our 
s 

5. !"1-yiM W R~ch :... The Forest Service recently acquired 
this ranch with land and wate!r consermticn f\mds vith the 
objective or re!!l0Ti.Dt-1I the dev~lop::icnts tmd h3TI.rte the lan<U 
revert to .a wilderness condition. ImproTe:;.ents v.111 ·eventually 
be ~ed &nd other evidence o-r ':".M!S acti Ti ties obll tented 
as much as r,ossible. · l!mm~ry even tho~$ the Yild.erneas Act and 
J'orest Service vild.erness I:.nnage~nt policy are genera.llY well 
understood by the public. there is a }iCssibility s~ people 
'l!::1J.Y' stron~ly react to rell:Oval of L"'!prove:6ents in this L-ee.. 
It ie only natural ror scne people to reset adversely to 
re,?OTBl o~ eabins,. barns~ &nd corral.a in servieable condition 
11herever they- are_ rep;ardl.ess or long-range na.n~~ent objectiTeS. 

In ·Tiev o-r this . 1'0tentie.l reaction, an info'.l'T'lation proe;ram 
needs to be vorked out in cor.nection vith disposition or i~rove­
lllenta. Contacts with outfi tte:- F..nd. cuid.e as!!ocintions, conserv&tion 

(

. _groups, State agencies, e.nd k~.r individual.s a~ouJ.d be pl~:1ed in 
advance of p1anned actions ror the re~oval o'f these i~~Ments. 
The til:d.ng o~ site restore.tion and closure of the e.i:rstrip w:lll 
also~ require planning. 

_6~ Ids.ho State Fish end G.arse L8.nds - Stonebreake~, Beal• and 
-_ Hetzel. Ranches. 

1bese ltmda vere not Ti~ited on the gromid; however, fiip;hts 
over the properties and discussions concerning the~ indicate c"tL.~nt 
EJJmage:1ent is not being carried out in ~ccord '{1th Pr!mitivc Area 
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m~ent objcetiYe11.- SeTeTal ranches have been purchased b:, the /4. 
St.ate vi.th Fe-Jeral e.id 1\m.ds obttrlned U?der the Pittr..P...n~Robera __ lc::--j~ r 
Act. , The Nsh a-rid Vildlife Service ia responsible :for approrlng · _____ . 
these acquiai tions end el!Suring that tuture rn.ana.ge-J!nt of the lend.a 
is in accord vith the project propossl. developed Jointly vith the 
State. 

Copies ot the· Idaho fish and ~ Acquisition Reportis have been 
obtaL--ted thl"O"J.gh the Portland ottice o-r the Fish and -Wildlife Se.rrlce • 

. These reports are enclosed for your .infol"!!!-8.tion. 

During .prep&rt\tion of the Primitive Area ~.11Ilage:.ent :PJ.en~ need ror 
coordinated Forest Service-State Eanagenent !'l.a..~ing should be 
discussed vith the IdAho Fish Md G~ Depa.rl!n.ent end vith the 1'1eh -
and Vlldllfe .Service Federal Aid Director at Po~la.nd~ as necessary. 
These agencies should generally be cooperative in achievinp; ree.son­
able na.n.age:.ient purposes desired. · Copies o'f ?')JSt m~rend'-=S o'f · 
1n.$pection prepared by the F1-sh and Yildll fe Service covering the 
Chmaberlain Be.sin properties are also enclosed. They indicate 
their concern -ror ~9.gement o'f these pl"'()J;)erlies according to Federal 
atandllrds·. 

H -, L ~ ~y~e . .,;crer.son 

HOYLE L. SORENSOlf 
__ __ torester __ -=--- . . 

Recreation. Lends • and Mineral.a· 

-. __ _ .:En.closure• 

• "I 
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Mr. Vern Gurnsey 
Boise Cascade Corporation 
P.O. Box 50 
Boise, Idaho 83728 

Dear Vern: 

• 
August 18, 1975 

As I promised, attached are copies of the material from the R-4 
Forest Service office. 

On pages 4 and 5 of the November 25 memo are the items we are most 
concerned with. Mr. Newby was not authorized to request an inspection 
of the ranch and did so without the knowledge of either the Dean or 
myself. This resulted in much ,disinformation. Under item b., on 
page S, Management Practices, we can disprove or discredit all the 
Forest Service equations and plan to do so at the appropriate time. 

Both tr. Newby and Mr. Walker are no longer with us due to this and 
many other, what we consider, disloyal and dishonest acts on their 
part to distort our ef~orts at developing a Wilderness and Recreation 
program. 

I would be happy to go into greater detail with you at any time. 

KMS:ms 

Very sincerely, 

K. M. Sowles 
Assistant Dean 
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Timber and Wood Products Group 

P.O. Box 50 
Boise, Idaho 83728 
(208) 384-6161 

August 29, 1975 

Mr. K. M. Sowles, Assistant Dean 

• 

College of Forestry, Wildlife & Range Sciences 
University of Idaho 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Dear Ken: 

Boise Cascade 

I appreciated the information you sent to us. It gives quite a 
history of the Chamberlain Basin area and many of the older names 
are familiar, particularly when Tom Murray was most active in the 
Game Department. 

The entire government strategy and policy seem apparent to me as 
one of destroying historical monuments and obliterating any sign 
of the works of man, rather than having them continue as historical 
basis for research or examples of actual history. I don't say 
this as any criticism of Earl Dodds or any individual; it just 
seems to be a policy of our government to spend a lot of money for 
an asset and then destroy it if they can so that man no longer 
becomes a threat to the area. I really question if this is in the 
best interest of our taxpaying citizens or even the stated principle 
of the Wilderness Act as it pertains to such areas. At any rate, it 
seems that many people already have their minds made up that this 
is a Wilderness area, even though it is still legally an area under 
study as a Primitive area. 

I appreciated visiting with you, and I had hoped that we would 
have time to sample some of the fishing on Big Creek; but even 
though the opportunity and location were right there, it seems that 
we always run out of time. I look forward to perhaps an invitation 
for the coffee at some future visit to the Taylor Ranch. I would 
like to discuss the area further. 

I would appreciate your keeping us advised as to what happens in 
that general area, and particularly as related to the Taylor Ranch 
and the University of Idaho. 

Vern L. Gurnsey 
Vice President, Industry Affairs 

VLG:ps 

cc: A~ J. Eiguren 
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