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THE SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

The Sheepeater CaMpaign of 1879 was a protracted excursion in 

.neptitudc; Mil~tary fiascoes Mitigated only by qualified successes; 

1 prolonged punitive expedition that has led soMe who are faMiliar with 

he action to characterize it as AMerica's first VietnaM. Records froM 

·he caMpaign both official and unofficial, provide insight into the 

1orkings of the Military in the 19th Century and highlight perceptual 

•ariations aMong participants at various levels of the Military hierarchy . 

iore iMportantly for this report, these records also provide a substantial 

Mount of data useful to cultural resource Managers . These data include 

ocations of aboriginal and Military sites, descriptions of sites and 

heir occupants, observations of activities and environMental and sub­

istence notes . In Many regards these records constitute an ersatz forM 

f ethnography or ethnoarchaeology . As such, the Sheepeater CaMpaign 

aterials provide a case study of deriving anthropologically signifi­

ant data froM Military records and first-hand C0MMentary . 

The InterMountain Regional Office of the U. S . D. A. Forest Service 

s interested in the Sheepeater CaMpaign because Much of the action took 

lace in what is now the River of No Return Wilderness area . Since the 

aMpaign constitutes the first Major incursion by EuroaMericans into 

his priMitive area the Fore~t Service would like to identify any sur-

iving cultural resources associated with the expedition . To this end 

his study of sources concerning the action, both historical and archae-

logical, has been undertaken . The goals of the project are fourfold : 

1 . SUMMarize the docuMentary evidence . 

2 . DeterMine potential archaeological sites . 

3 . DeterMine the on and off site interpretive potential of the 

caMpaign . 

1 
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ation was exhaustive and still represents the Most coMplete asseMblage 

of Military and personal records for the caMpaign available. His Most 

· ►. b t . h b b 1 th ~ th . 1Mportant contri u 10n, owever, was pro a y e Map OT e various 

routes taken by the participants <Fig. i). This Map in conjunction 

with the notes Made by individuals who were involved allows us to re­

construct the Marches of the various coMMands (See Appendices A and B 

at the end of this voluMe) . 

The other first-hand accounts corroborate Brown's history . Hardin 

who like Brown was a career Military Man, provides a general and occas-

sionally roManticized account of the entire expedition . In Many ways 

Hardin's report is alMost a prototype for Brown's . Parker on the other 

hand played only a sMall role in the caMpaign and wrote his history 

priMarily using the accounts left by others. In fact, all three of 

these gentleMen were in contact with one another and drew heavily on 

the saMe sources and each other's experiences <See letters in Brown 

collection, Bx . 22 Fld . 10) . 

The Shearer article differs froM the other ~ccounts in several 

ways . Shearer does not atteMpt to recount the entire caMpaign . Rath«-~r, 

his article deals exclusively with a single engageMent, the so-called 

Battle of Vinegar Hill, in which Lt . Catley's coMMand was routed by the 

Sheepeaters . Secondly, this account was written within three Months 

after the fact rather than years later as with the others . Finally, 

this account differs froM the others in that although Shearer did 

participate in the caMpaign, he is not the author of the report for 

which he has received credit. Shearer's article is, in fact, a copy 

of a letter written to hiM on October 28, 1879 by Lt . W.C . Muhlenberg, 

who served under Catley . The original of this letter is on file at 
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the Idaho State University Archives (Fld . 4, Ms . 42) . 

The archaetlogical work that has focused on the Sheepeater CaMpaign 

is a far sMaller body of literature . Four reports (Hartung 1980, 

Knudson et al . 1982, Pavesic 1978 and Rosillon 1980) have dealt with 

the potential for identifying resources associated with the caMpaign. 

A fifth report (Wylie 1980) details investigations at a site indirectly 

related to the caMpaign . In her overview of history in the Middle Fork 

region, Rossillon (1980 , 20-3) identified seven potential sites . A 

later reconnaissance of the Middle Fork by Knudson et al . < 1982 , 1.34) 

found no direct evidence of the Military caMpaign but did identify 

four potential sites . Hartung's (1980: 12-4) survey of Big Creek 

also identified five potential sites but recovered no direct evidence . 

Pavesic (1978 , 12-4) produced a thorough review of docuMentary sources 

but did not attMpt to identify any sites related to the caMpaign. 

Wylie's (1980 , S-6) report on the Cabin Creek Ranch discusses the Major 

events of the caMpaign that took place c1djacent to the property . There 

is also an appended historical overview of the caMpaign by Merle Wells . 

These studies point out the potential for identifying sites associated 

with the ca Mp a ign . However, none of these investigations atteMpted to 

use the docuMentary data specifically to trace the routes of the forces 

involved and thereby identify not only Military sites but Native AMeri­

can sites as well . 

THE SHEEPEATERS 

Sheepeater is the English naMe derived froM the Shoshoni word, 

Tukudeka or 'eaters of Mountain sheep' . The Tukudeka were Shoshoni 

speaking occupants of the Mountains of western and central Idaho and 
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western WyoMing . Their band naMe coMes froM the Shoshoni tradition 

of identifying troups according to their geographic location and sub-

sistence . As all the Shoshoni groups were Mobile, their group desig -

nation would change as they Moued froM one area to another exploiting 

the various resources available to theM . As an individual Moved froM 

one group to another he would assuMe the naMe of whichever group he 

joined . Thus, the Shoshoni group naMes were quite fluid in nature 

and the appellation , Sheepeater, does not necessarily denote a spe­

cific political entity (DoMinick 1964 : 133-4 and Liljeblad 1957 , S6) . 

It is clear that the Sheepeaters pursued by the arMy in 1879 

had little if anything in coMMon with the Tukudeka first encountered 

by EuroaMericans in the early 19th Century (See Liljeblad 1957 , 94 -

104 and DoMinick 1964 , 140) . Not even the participants in the caM­

paign thought they were dealing with true Sheepeaters . Brown (1926 , 

S) refers to theM as a group of Bannocks, Shoshones and Weisers . Hard in 

(1910 , 2S) calls theM Bannock and Shoshoni outcasts . Parker (1925 , U 

siMply identifies the hostiles as 'Mongrel Indians of unknown pedigree' . 

Certainly the Most far-fetched description of the Sheepeaters coMes 

froM Gen . Howard whose debriefing of the captured Indians identifies 

theM as ' part Sheepeater, part Shoshone' but whose MeMoires describe 

theM as 'Bannocks, Pi-Utes, Snakes, Nez Perces, and Cayuses' <Howard 

1907 , fl.31) . 

DoMinick (1964 , 142 and 147) has suggested that the Shoshoni group 

naMes took on status-related significance . A Sheepeater would have-~ 

be~ a relatively low-class denoter, possibly even derogatory . Such 

a usage would have been consistent with what we know about the group 

pur1Sued in 1879 . Therefore, rather than being true Tukudeka the Sheep-
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eaters involved~in the caMpaign May well have been so-called because -

they were outcasts froM other Shoshoni groups. 

This interpretation of the Sheepeaters has been a source of con-

troversy . A strong case can be Made that Sheepeater May have been a 

relatively high status appellation due to the reputation these people 

had as furriers and hunters (Lileblad 19S7 , 94-100) . Nonetheless, the 
-

evidence is clear that the Sheepeaters pursued during the caMpaign 

were a Mixed group, Many of whoM were outcasts froM other bands . The 

perjorative connotations attached to the naMe, Sheepeater, that DoMinick 

encountered in the field in the 20th Century May have been an outgrowth 

of the Military caMpaign of 1879. Resolution of this question will 

require an in depth stud~ of changes in noMenclature and usage beyond 

the scope of this paper . 

THE CAMPAIGN 

As has been noted above, the Sheepeater CaMpaign of 1879 has been 

described nuMerous tiMes . Another detailed description is unnecessary . 

Table 1 provides a chronological outline of Major events . A brief SUM-

Mary of the conditions prior to the caMpaign, the actual events and the 

afterMath is presented below . 

The Sheepeat€r CaMpaign had its origins in the 1860's when gold 

was first discovered in Idaho . EuroaMericans flooded into the terri-

tory encroaching upon the lands of the Native AMericans . Aboriginal 

response to the hegeMony was increasingly hostile, culMinating in the 

Nez Perce War of 1877 and the Bannock War of 1878 . Open hostilities 

between the EuroaMericans and the Native AMericans Might ordinarily 

be construed as having steMMed the influx of whites or at least re-
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Table 1 . OUTLINE OF MAJOR EVENTS IN THE SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN OF 1879 . 

Feb. 12, 1879 Chinese Miners Killed on Loon Creek Near Oro Grande . 
Sheepeater Indians are blaMed for deaths . 

March/April Hugh Johnson and Peter Dorsey Murdered on Loon Creek . 

Hay 1 

May 31 

June 4 

July 7 

July 29 

July 30 

August 8 

August iS 

August 19 

August ;~o 

August 24 

Sept . 17 

Sept . 2S 

Oct . 1 

Nov . 7 

Sheepeaters are blaMed when deaths are discovered in 
May . 

Gen . 0 . 0 . Howard receives orders to apprehend Murderers. 

Capt . Reuben Bernard leaves Boise Barracks with troops . 

Lt . Catley's detachMent leaves CaMp Howard . 

Lt . Farrow's scouts leave UMatilla Agency, Oregon . 

Catley's coMMand attacked by Sheepeaters on Big Creek . 

Catley's coMMand trapped on Vinegar Hill by Sheepeaters 
but escape during the night . 

Lt . A. G . Forse ' s coMMand leaves Fort Howard . 

Rains Ranch attacked by Sheepeaters and owner killed . 

Sheepeater CaMp destroyed on Soldier Bar . 

Bernard's pack train attacked by Sheepeaters on Soldier 
Bar . One soldier killed . 

Bernard and Forse retire froM the field . 

Sheepeater caMp surprised by Farrow ' s scouts . 

TaManMo (War Jack) surrenders to Farrow . 

TaManMo brings in 33 other Sheepeaters . 

Captured Sheepeaters interrogated at Fort Vancouver . 
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tarded develop,ient, but in fact the opposite was the case . Ace or ding-

to an 1879 report froM a coMManding officer in Idaho, local Merchants 

had prospered during the previous conflicts and hoped for More Military 

actions that year . In speaking of the feelings of several citizens, 

the observer reported, 

They evidently dread the prospect of a peaceful year, 
and yearn for serious hostilities, openly enjoying 
Eastern Oregon's good luck in having an Indian war 
and its concoMMitant shower of greenbacks, all to it­
self in 1879 (Carrey and Conley 1980, 160-1) . 

TeMpering the capitalistic concerns of the citizenry were the 

firebrand diatribes of Idaho newspapers which railed about the das­

tardly depredations of Native AMericans coMMitted against innocent 

whites. Just about the only action taken by or attributed to Indians 

that was not iMMediately greeted with an avalanch of the finest in 

jingoistic journalisM was the Murder of Chinese Miners . One editor 

went so far as to declare that the Indians were doing the whites a 

favor by doing in the Chinese and that once the job was coMpleted, then 

the arMy could rid the country of the Native AMericans <Idaho Triweekly 

StatesMcrn, March 22, 1878) . 

Ironically, it was the purported Murder of soMe Chinese Miners 

(the nuMber varies froM four to seven depending upon whose account is 

read) by soMe Sheepeaters that provided the iMpetus for the Sheepeater 

CaMpaign . Major General Irwin McDowell, coMMander of the Division of 

the Pacific, dispatched a telegraM to General 0 . 0. Howard, coMMander of 

the DepartMent of the ColuMbia, with the following details and orders , 

Indian agent at LeMhi states that the Murder of five 
ChinaMen in February last in northern Idaho, occurred 
at Oro Grande on Loon Creek, eighty Miles northeast of 
Boise, and, it is supposed, was done by Indians; probably 
soMe of the hostiles of last suMMer, who have been win-
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tering with the Sheepeaters on the Middle Fork of the 
SalMon . The Diuision CoMMander directs that a detachMent 
be sent ouf froM Boise soon as the trail can be traueled, 
and ascertain who the Murderers were; and if Indians, to 
apprehend theM, and bring theM into Boise (Brown 1926 , 6) . 

Although it was neuer firMly established that the Sheepeaters were 

responsible for the deaths on Loon Creek (Trull 1946 , 191), the orders 

to Gen . Howard were clear , go after the Sheepeaters at all costs . To­

wards this end, Gen . Howard, who had won faMe for his pursuit of Chief 

Joseph during the Nez Perce War in 1877, deployed several of his de-

tachMen ts . The Main cavalry coluMn under the coMMand of Capt . Reuben 

F. Bernard left Boise Barracks on May 31, 1879, Moving northeast towards 

Challis . A Mounted infantry coluMn under the coMMand of 1st Lt . Henry 

Catley left CaMp Howard June 4 Mouing south . The final detachMent 

that would participate in the incursion, seven infantry Men and 20 

UMatilla Indian scouts under the coMMand of Lt . Edward Farrow, left 

the UMatilla Agency, Oregon July 1, heading east . Midway through 

the caMpaign, after Catley had been defeated, a fourth contingent 

under the coMMand of Lt . A. G. Forse joined the expedi t ion . 

Before any of these forces took the field, the reMains of two 

Miners Murdered the previous March or April were discovered on Loon 

Creek . These Murders were also ascribed to the Sheepeaters (Carrey 

Conley 1980 , 162) . As a result, Bernard was ordered away froM Challis 

and the caMpaign becaMe focused on the Big Creek drainage . 

The caMpaign lasted four Months during which More than 3000 

Miles were covered by the uarious coMMands . For the Most part, the 

travel was through country previously unexplored by the arMy . 

of the area were blank and staMped 'UNEXPLORED' (Brown 1919) . 

Maps 

As the expedition and exploration proceeded, the arMy coluMns 
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discovered to their Misfortune that the terrain was probably the Most 

difficult in th' country. At nearly every turn the Sheepeaters were -

able to exploit - the arMy's lack of experience and faMiliarity with the 

country. Bernard and his coMManders rarely saw More than a fleeting 

gliMpse of the Indians and on More than one occassion charged down upon 

or pursued a supposed band of warriors only to discover that their quarry 

was a terrified group of Miners fleeing what they thought was a band 

of hostile Indians . 

For their part, the Sheepeaters generally avoided the arMy except 

for a few guerrilla-type incidents. These encounters always had nega-

tive results for the Military . The Most serious of these incidents 

occurred July 29, 1879 when Lt . Catley's coMMand was aMbushed, routed 

and trapped overnight by a sMall contingent of Sheepeaters, a de-

feat for which Catley was later court-Martialed . Two of his Men were 

seriously wounded and all were forced to spend a night without water 

on a rocky hillock that was christened Vinegar Hill . It was only by 

waiting until after dark and abandoning all their supplies that Catley 

and his Men were able to escape . 

The frustration and huMiliation was unabetted for the Military . 

On August iSth, Rains Ranch was attacked by the Sheepeaters and JaMes 

Rains was killed and another Man seriously wounded after Catley's re­

treating coMMand passed through warning the ranchers about the Sheep 

eaters (Parker i92S in Carrey 1968, 14-S> . As if to further illus-

trate the Military's ineptitude, Bernard's own pack train was attacked 

and one of his troopers killed on August 20th . Wearied by their ar­

duous pursuit of the Sheepeaters, plagued by the loss of supplies and 

frustrated by their inability to catch up with their quarry, Bernard 
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requested perMission to return to Boise. PerMission was granted, the 

coM"ands return,d to their respective caMps and Gen . Howard was forced 

to report the Misson a failure . 

Lt. Farrow, however, did not retire coMpletely froM the field 

but resupplied his coMpany and returned to pursue the Sheepeaters again 

on SepteMber 17th . Farrow's scouts, who previously had been the only 

MeMbers of the U. S . forces able to engage the Sheepeaters without they 

theMselves being attacked first, continued their successful tactics . 

On SepteMber 22nd, Farrow and his scouts surprised a Sheepeater caMp 

they had discovered, but the occupants had slipped off during the night . 

However, Farrow's Men captured and destroyed Much of the Sheepeaters' 

supplies . 

On SepteMber 2Sth TaManMo (War Jack) Made contact with Lt. Brown, 

Farrow's second in COMMand, and expressed a desire to surrender . He 

was sent back to bring in the others . Beginning October 1, the Sheep-

eaters began to surrender . Eventually Si Indians were captured of 

which 15 were warriors . The Sheepeat£rs arMaMent consisted of two Henry 

carbines, one Sharp's carbine, one Spring-field carbine > calibre . 45; 

a Sp r in q fie 1 d breech -1 o ad er , ca l i b re . SO ; two ,., u z z l e - 1 o ad in g r if 1 es 

and one double-ba1· relled shotgun <Brown 1926 , 26) . 

For the Sheepeaters, the end of the caMpaign Meant the end of 

their occupation on the Hiddle Fork. The captured group was taken to 

Vancouver Barracks for interrogation then sent on to the Fort Hall 

Reservation . Although their occupation of the Middle Fork was ended, 

not all of the Sheepeaters were brought in by the arMy . At least one 

SMall band continued to dwell in the Mountains of central Idaho, though 

far froM the drainage of the Middle Fork (liljeblad 19S7 , 103, DoMinick 
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1964 , 141 and Rossillon 1980, 21). 

Gen . Howard was pleased to aMend his report and declare the Mission 

~ 
a success . Lts . Farrow and Brown were resoundingly congratulated for 

their triuMph and proMoted. However> froM the distance of a one hun­

dred and four years a More detached perspective on the whole affair 

can be gained . The arMy did not so Much win their caMpaign as the 

Sheepeaters siMply gave up . After having been chased all SUMMer long 

and having Most of their supplies destroyed> the Indians really had 

little other choice than surrender . So, the Sheepeater CaMpaign really 

did not accoMplish Much . Perhaps it is best SUMMed up in a note at 

the end of a diary kept by a private who participated , 

So ends the never to be forgotten caMpaign of 1879 . A 
nuMber of aniMals Made useless> and Men badly used up 
<Hoffner, Appendix B> this voluMe). 

THE SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN AS A CULTURAL RESOURCE 

A Military caMpaign is unlike any other type of resource with 

wh i ch a c u 1 t u r a l r es o u r c e Ma n a g er g en er a 11 y w o r k s . Rather than being 

an isolated site or structure> a caMpaign is a series of sites> each 

requiring consideration . Although a caMpaign May have acquired its 

historical significance through a single cliMactic engageMent> the places 

at which the participants caMped> the locations froM which they caMe 

and the trails over which they Marched are equally as iMportant . In 

order to properly understand and protect such a cultural resource 1 it 1 

is necessary to identify the various types of resources that are in-

11olved and generate a coherent Means of evaluating theM . 

The Sheepeater CaMpaign is a resource that covers over 3000 Miles . 

There are More than 200 individual sites associated with the caMpaign . 
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These sites range froM spots where one of the coluMns stopped to rest 

to caMpsites (Military and aboriginal) to battlefields. To these 

sites can be adted nuMerous ancillary sites decribed by the caMpaign 

participants as they encountered theM. 

can be identified varies draMatically . 

Others are easily recognizable today . 

The degree to which these sites 

SoMe May never be identified . 

Although the potential for identifying sites May be liMited in 

soMe regards, a fraMework for evaluating those that are already known 

as well as any new ones that May be uncovered can be proposed . This 

fraMework takes the forM of a series of pertinent research questions 

that can be asked of the resources . These questions are presented below , 

i . Can short terM Military occupations be recognized archaeo­

logically? 

2 . What inforMation about i9th Century Military life, caMping 

patterns and so forth can be gleaned froM these sites? 

3 . Can historic Sheepeater caMps described in docuMentary sources 

be recognized archaeologically? 

4 . Can these historically docuMented Sheepeater sites be linked 

with prehistoric coMponents in the Middle SalMon drainage? 

S . Can the identified Sheepeater sites and their recorded de­

scriptions be used to generate a Model of Sheepeater settle­

Ment and subsistence patterns? 

6 . FroM the standpoint of Material culture, how can the historic 

Sheepeaters be characterized? 

7 . What do the archaeological reMains at the Sheepeater sites 

tell us about the Material culture acculturation of the 

Sheepeaters? 
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8. Can isolated EuroaMerican sites Mentioned in the docuMentary 

sources be identified archaeologically? 

► 9. What inforMation can these sites provide us concerning adap-

tations Made on the 19th Century Idaho Mining frontier? 

10 . Can Chinese sites recorded in the docuMentary sources be 

recognized archaeologically? 

11 . Can the trails followed by the various paticipants be iden­

tified today? 

These questions are, of course, very general. They Must be, be-

cause at this tiMe so little is known about the archaeological potential 

of the Sheepeater CaMpaign that any site with the slightest bearing on 

the above questions is iMportant. As the caMpaign becoMes better under-

stood fror,, the perspective of its physical reMains rather than the 

docur,,entary evidence alone, it will be possible to refine the neces­

~ry level of contribution a site Must Make under these research ques-

tions in order to be considered significant . Until that tiMe any site 

that can be linked with the caMpaign Must be considered significant . 

SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN SITES 

Earlier in this report, three studies that identified potential 

~eepeater CaMpaign sites were reviewed . These sites are suMMarized 

in Table 2 . When the overlap aMong these sites is eliMinated, only 

ttn potential sites reMain : 10-CR-S87, 10-LH-29 1 10-VY-40 1 the aMbush 

site, Vinegar Hill (including Catley's flats and the rifle pits), 

Soldier Bar, Oro Grande, Loon Creek Guard Station, headwaters of Cape 

Horn Creek and the headwaters of Papoose Creek. Thus, only ten sites 

out of the More than 200 potential ones have been discovered and even 



TABLE 2 . PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN SITES . 

Hirtung (1980 , 12-4> 

Knudson et al . (1982 , 134) 

Rossillon (1980 , 22> 

AMbush site, PY-302 

AMbush site flats, PY-301 or PY-302 

Rifle pits, PY-303 

Vi negar Hill, PY-S4 

Soldier Bar, PY - S3 

Oro Grande, 10-CR - 611 

Loon Creek Site, 10-LH-29 

Rapid River, 10-CR-S87 

10-VY-40 

Loon Creek Guard Stat i on 

Oro Grande 

Headwaters of Cape Horn Creek 

Vinegar Hill 

Soldier Bar 

AMbush site 

Headwaters of Papoose Creek 
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for these ten the physical evidence directly linking theM to the caM-

paign is liMited . In fact, the seven sites identified by Rosillon 

.. 
(1980 , 22) are really just areas where sites are likely to be found . 

There really are only three sites in the wilderness area that 

investigators agree are related to the caMpaign . These three are the 

at'lbush site, Vinegar Hi 11 and Soldier Bar . The docuMentary sources 

relating to these sites are diverse . All of the histories noted earlier 

present descriptions of the actions that took place at these locations. 

but particular attention should be given to the following : Brown 1926 : 

11) and Shearer (1968) which provide eye-witness accounts of the en­

gageMent at the aMbush site and Vinegar Hill; Brown (Appendix B , Aug­

usto and 10) and Hoffner (Appendix B : August 18-19) which provide 

first-hand descriptions of the aMbush site and Vinegar Hill; Brown 

(Appendix B , August 19) which describes Soldier Bar; and Hoffner (Ap­

pendix B : August 19-20) which provides a description of both the site 

and the events at Soldier Bar . Photographs of the flats to which Catley 

withdrew after the aMbush and Vinegar Hill can be found in Carrey and 

Conley (1980 : 188) and Wylie (1980, Fig . 12) . 

Since only a very sMall nuMber of the potential sites have been 

tven reMotely identified, there is a rich aMount of data reMaining 

to be tapped . Devising an efficient Means of locating the undisco­

vered sites is the principal probleM with which the cultural resource 

contend . Fortunately, the probleM is not quite as insur-

it May appear on the surface . The key to locating the 

ites involved in the Sheepeater CaMpaign is to exploit the docuMentary 

that is already at hand . 

The principal source for locating ~ites or at least for restricting 

that should be searched for reMains, is Brown's Map <Figure 1). 
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Brown used the best available Map of his day and fitted the routes on 

it using his owt recollections and notes and those of other part :i. cipaAts . 

~ also sent copies of the Map to other survivors and had theM Make 

corrections or additions as they saw fit . Therefore, Brown's Map can 

bt considered a fairly reliable guide to the routes followed during the 

ca~aign and the locations of caMpsites and other sites . 

Although reliable as a guide> the Map cannot be used alone to 

locate resources. There are several reasons for this , < 1 > the Map is 

gtographically outdated; (2) site locations are generalized ; (3) the 

ro utes ~.; hown are really atteMpts to Mirror the patterns and directions 

If l'I o v e Men t r a t her th an a c t u a l tr a i l s an d < 4 ) n o t a 11 o f t h e s i t es 

related to the caMpaign are shown on the Map . 

SoMe of the deficiencies of Brown's Map can be alleviated by 

l il'lp l y up d a t i n g t he Map . This is shown in Figure 2 . Although the 

routes can be corrected to conforM to the geography of the area as 

we now know it to be, the Map still cannot precisely identify site 

locations . In order to identify potential Sheepeater CaMpaign sites> 

it is necessary to use the updated Map and the inforMation contained 

~ Appendices A and B of this report to field check the routes travelled 

by the different coluMns . 

Appendix A contains synopses or abstracts of the daily Marches of 

Heh coluMn . Discrepancies between observations, if More than one 

~ cord was available, are noted . Any pertinent observations are also 

rtcorded . Appendix B contains the coMplete caMpaign diaries of four 

~ the soldiers involved . The daily entries in these diaries provide 

a wealth of detail that can be used to re-trace accurately the lines 

of !'larch of each coluMn . Thus, when used in the field with the Map 
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the diaries should Make it possible to identify sites associated with 

the Sheepea ter Ca Mp a ign. 

The docuMe~tary evidence provides an efficient Means of locating 

sites associated with the caMpaign . However, a serious question Must 

be raised as to whether any sites can be found; i . e . , are there any 

artifacts, which if found at a probable location, could indisputably 

id~tify the site as being realated to the caMpaign? At present, there 

is no direct answer to this question. None of the previous surveys 

has located any such Material (the possible exception being a quantity 

ef supp o s e d M i 1 i t a r y e q u i p Men t r e c o v er e d fr o M V i neg a r Hi 11 b u t sub s e-

q uen tl y destroyed by fire). As long ago as 1898, an atteMpt to locate 

111idence of the caMpaign proved fruitless except for soMe of the trails 

(Richie: 1898) . Therefore, it Must be recognized that even with the 

bast of des c r i p t i on s and care f u 1 fie 1 d obs er v a t i on s n o s i t es Ma y be 

discovered. The she:er nuMber of sites, however, argues that at least 

Ol'le of theM will yield tangible evidence, 

™E SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN AS AN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

To argue that soMething as diffuse as a Military caMpaign, particu­

rly one with so few tangible aspects as the Sheepeater CaMpaign, 

rits consideration as a historic district May seeM an exercise in 

Yet, there are two good reasons why just such an arguMent 

advanced , 

The aboriginal ocupation of the Middle Fork drainage with its 

cialized lifestyle apparently extending far back into prehistory 

iMportant coMponent in Idaho archaeology worthy of preservation . 

the Sheepeater CaMpaign Marks the end of that occupation, it is 
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ffl integral part of the aboriginal story that Must be preserved. 

The Sheepeater CaMpaign, unfortunately, was not an isolated event 

► in United States history . Rather, it was one of hundreds launched 

1gainst Native AMericans in an atteMpt to open the west up for settle­

unt . Unlike the areas where other such expeditions were undertaken, 

the wilderness area was not subsequently inundated with settlers. 

Therefore, whatever evidence of the caMpaign has survived, has survived 

in !'\Ore or less pristine surrounQings . This is one of the few areas 

~ere conditions today are essentially the saMe as they were when the 

1ction was ta ken . Thus, a Sheepeater CaMpaign historic district would 

ht only preserve and present the resources associated with the partici­

~nts but would also capture the feel of the caMpaign, including the 

uggedness of the terrain and the isolation . 

TERPRETIVE POTENTIAL OF THE SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN 

The Sheepeater CaMpaign is a priMe candidate for public interpre-

FroM an on-site perspective, the potential is liMited . Most 

the sites would be inaccessible to Most visitors . Only three sites 

consideration for interpretation at present , Soldier 

r, Vinegar Hill and the aMbush site . Of these three, Vinegar Hill 

too r eM o t e ; So 1 die r Bar a 1 read y has a Mar k er b u t is d if f i c u 1 t t o 

cess; only the aMbush site is readily accessable and has a high in-

potential . The aMbush site is also the only one of the 

has not been disturbed . An evaluation of these three sites 

presented in Table 3 . 

For these three sites plus any new ones that May be discovered, 

site interpretation has the potential to contribute to site dis-



TATBLER 3 . SUMMARY OF ON-SITE INTERPRETATION POTENTIAL FOR THREE SHEEP-
EA E CAMPAIGN SITES . 

TE 

ush Site 

INTERPRETIVE 
POTENTIAL 

High 

MediuM 

Low 

PREVIOUS 
DISTURBANCE 

None 

Air Strip 

Collected 

POTENTIAL 
DISTURABANCE 

Possible 

Possible 

Possible 
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turbance through vandalisM or other actions . This concern over site 

disturbance should not be construed as an arguMent against trail Markers . 

► ~ the contrary, Marking the routes travelled by the arMy is probably 

the strongest possibility for on-site interpretation that the caMpaign 

provides. The adventursoMe who follow soMe of the trails would get 

• first-hand appreciation of the hardships endured by the Military . 

Off-site interpretation of the caMpaign is recoMMended . Displays 

~owing routes travelled, photographs of participants, a history of the 

m,ipaign, Sheepeater ethnography and, possibly, artifacts associated 

with the caMpaign (if any are discovered) can be used . These displays 

could be established at visitor's centers or caMpgrounds near the 

wilderness area or, in part, through brochures . 

CONCLUS I □NS 

The Sheepeater CaMpaign was a Minor Military engageMent in the late 

19th Century . FroM the cultural resource ManageMent perspective the 

because it Marks the only Major penetration 

the River of No Return Wilderness area by EuroaMericans and be-

the Sheepeater Indians abandoning the Middle Fork 

the SalMon River . 

lhis report had four goals which were accoMplished , 

1. The docuMentary evidence for the caMpaign was SUMMarized 

and Much of the priMary docuMentation was brought together 

and published in its entirity here for the first tiMe . 

2 . It was det€rMined that in exc£ss of 200 sites associated 

with the caMpaign May exist and a Method for identifying theM 

through the use of Maps and diaries was proposed . 
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3 . The caMpaign was deterMined to have a liMited on-site inter­

pretive potential but off-site displays were strongly recoM-

Mended ► 

4 . A series of research questions were proposed that can be used 

to evaluate any sites that are discovered and the whole caM-

paign was recoMMended as a National historic district . 
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APPENDIX A 

ABSTRACTS OF DAILY MARCHES 



A-1 

SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN ROUTE OF CAPTAIN BERNARD'S COMMAND, 
TROOP G, FIRST CAVALRY 

The following is a day by day synopsis of the travels of Cap t . 

Reuben Bernard's coMMand during the Sheepeater CaMpaign of 1879 . The 

inforMation was derived froM Capt . Bernard's journal and the diary of 

Put . Edger Hoffner, a MeMber of Troop G. Copies of' these c:ccounts are 

provided in Appendix B of this report . 

Ila y 31 , 18 7 9 Le f t Bo i s e Ba r r a c k s . Mar c he d 3 S M i 1 es a 1 o n g s t a g e r o a d 
CaMped at Hot Springs, 3 Miles southwest of Idaho City . 

June 1 

June 2 

June 3 

June 4 

June S 

June 7 

June 8 

Marched ~0 Miles <Hoffner says 38) . Passed through Idaho City 
Twenty Miles up Idaho and Banner City stage road pas s ed an old 
Mining caMp . CaMped on East Fork of' the Payette River one Mile 
above a handhewn log bridge . 

Marched 26 Miles <Hoffner says 30) . CaMped on Hot Cr€ek . 

Marched 24 Miles (Hoffner says 27) . Passed through Dead Man's 
Canyon . CaMped on Cape Horn River at the head of Cape Horn 
Canyon . An abandoned ranch is present . 

ReMained in caMp . Bridged the Cape Horn River . 

6 ReMained in caMp . 

Marched 10 Miles (Hoffner says 11) . CaMped in a sMall Meadow 
on Tra i 1 Creek . 

Marched iS Miles <Hoffner says 17) . CaMped on Loon Creek . 

June 9 Marched 10 Miles . CaMped in Oro Grande . Passed several de­
serted cabins and~ sawMill in the five Miles between the con ­
fluence of the the three forks of' Loon Creek and the town . 

June 10 Marched thr€e Miles back down Loon Creek (Hoffner says five) . 
CaMpsite contains wikiups and is near an old Mi ne shaft . 

June 11 13 ReMained in caMp . 

June 14 Marched three Miles . CaMped just below Oro Grande . 

h ne 1S Hoffner records that this was the day the coluMn Marched to 
Oro Grande. Bernar~ says reMained in caMp . 

lune 16 - 18 ReMained in caMp . 



June 19 Marched 18 Miles (Hoffner says 16) . Three Miles i;:, the canyon 
througp which Hot Creek flows is a hot springs with ~bandone-d 
wikiups, a log cabin, and a house and corral . This canyon 
is approxiMately 10 Miles up Loon Creek froM where they were 
caMped June 1S - 18. 

June 20 Marched 16 Miles up Hot Creek <Hoffner says 18). CaMped on 
CaMas Creek in an abandoned Indian caMp . Passed several 
wikiups while in route . 

June 21 Marched 10 Miles <Hof'f'ner says 12) . CaMped one Mile up Warren's 
Diggings Trail (above the intersection of Warrens Diggings 
Trail , Challis and SalMon City trails) on the west fork 
of CaMas Creek . Near the caMp site is a Miner's caMp occu­
pied for a nuMber of weeks . Six Miles up the Challis Trail 
is a deserted Miner's cabin . A nuMber of wikiups were pa s sed 
during the day . 

June 22 ReMained in ca Mp . 

June 23 Marched 6 Miles . CaMped on West Fork of' CaMas Creek . 

June 24 Marched 12 Miles <Hoffner says 11) . CaMped in a canyon, on 
soMe tableland one half Mile froM a granite doMe 100 feet high . 

hne 25 Marched 16 Miles (Hoffner says 12) . CaMped at the Mouth of 
Loon Creek on the Middle SalMon . The caMpsite is a forMer 
Indian village with the reMains of wikiups present . 

June 26 ReMained in caMp . Bridged Loon Creek by felling trees across 
it to a sMall island . 

hne 27 Marched one Mile (Hoffner says 1/2) . CaMped on the opposite 
side of Loon Creek near an old log cabin . 

h ne 28 Marched 18 Miles up the SalMon <Hoffner says 16) . CaMped on 
the SalMon near the Mouth of a sMall streaM . Passed an aban­
doned cabin on the opposite side of the river and soMe old 
wikiups . 

h ne 29 Marched 10 Miles up the river . Passed a nuMber of old wikiups 
and hot springs . CaMped near several hot springs . 

h ne 30 Marched 18 Miles caMped on the saMe r i ver . 

1 Marched 15 Miles <Hoffner says 4) . CaMped at the Mouth of 
Rapid River . Built a bridge over the r i ver at the caMpsite . 

Marched 10 Miles (hoffner says 8) . CaMped on the SalMon River 
near a sulpher spring . Passed through an Indian caMp that 
appeared to have been recently occupied . 



July 3 

July 4 

July S 

July 6 

Marched 10 Miles . CaMped in a wooded canyon on a tributary 
of the SalMon . Passed seven SMall lakes on the route. 

March~ 20 Miles (Hoffner says 18) . Bernard reports caMping 
at the head waters of Crooked River near soMe sulpher springs . 
Hoffner says they are caMped on White Sulpher Creek . 

Marched 21 Miles . CaMped on West Fork of Loon Creek about 
two Miles south of their June caMpsite and six Miles south 
of Oro Grande . 

Marched 34 Miles . CaMped on a sMall streaM that cMpties into 
the Cape Horn River near the Bonanza and Banner City trail . 

July 7 - 17 Ref"lained in caMp . 

July 18 Marched 16 Miles (Hoffner says 10 >. CaMped in Bear Valley . 

July 19 Marched 16 Miles . CaMped on Deer (or Antelope) Creek along 
the Dead Wood Trail . 

July 20 Marched 12 Miles . 
the SalMon River . 
large ponds . 

CaMped in a valley on the Mi ddle Fork of 
Within four Miles of the caMp are ~our 

July 21 Marched 10 Miles (Hoffner says 6) . CaMped in a valley on the 
East Fork of the South SalMon River . 

July 22 Marched 1S Miles (Hoffner says 12) . 
one half Mile froM a waterfall . 

CaMped on the East Fork 

July 23 Marched 1S Miles (Hoffner says 16) . CaMped in a valley north 
of a swaMp and one quarter Mile froM a creek . 

Marched S Miles (Hoffner says 6) . CaMped near WarM Lake on 
a hot creek (lake outlet) . 

2S Marched 2S Miles . CaMped on the South Fork of the SalMon River . 

26 Marched 23 Miles <Hoffner says 18) . Passed several old wikiups 
at first ford after leaving caMp of previous night . CaMped 
on the South Fork of the SalMon in an old Indian village . 

Marched 20 Miles down river (Hoffner says 1S) . ~t the Mouth 
of the South Fork where it eMpties into the Main SalMon (six 
Miles below where they caMped the previous night) are the re­
Mains of a Mining caMp . Hoffner specifies the reMains as being 
two hundred yards above the Mouth . Five Miles beyond is a 
Mining COMMunity called Tailholt . Another cabin was seen ~roM 
the SUMMit of the Mountain crossed before entering the town . 
After leaving Tailholt, passed another abandoned cabin and 
finally caMped in an old Mining caMp six Miles below the town . 

ReMained in caMp . 



luly 29 

July 30 

July 31 

Aug . 1 

Aug . 2 

Marched 12 Miles . CaMped near Johnson'£ and SMead's Ranches. 
Passed soMe deserted cabins in route . 

► ReMained in caMp . 

Marched 2S Miles . Passed a dilapidated cabin approxiMately 
one Mile below their caMp . A quarter Mile farther they passed 
an occupied ranch with a house and several buildings. They 
went through Warren's Diggings and finally caMped in a valley 
one Mile up Secesh Creek . 

Marched 20 Miles . Two Miles froM previous caMp passed a di­
lapidated cabin near a bridge across Secesh Creek . Ten Miles 
farther on they encountered Hot Springs House at the Mouth of 
a sMall canyon near soMe hot springs . 

Marched 16 Miles . Cabin and £table seen near the head of the 
large Payette Lake . There is a bridge across one of the creeks 
feeding the lake . Nearby are two ruins . On Squaw Creek are 
two shanties occupied by fisherMen and hunters . 

Marched 2S Miles . CaMped in a grove of pine and cottonwood 
trees on the North Fork of the Payette River half way across 
the Big Valley. Passed a deserted log cabin on the Indian 
Valley Trail . 

4 ReMained in caMp . 

S Marched 16 Miles across valley . On the last of two streaMs 
crossed in the valley are the reMains of wikiups and a corral . 
CaMped one Mile up this creek in a dense stand of tiMber . 

Marched i2 Miles . Arrived on the North Payette River near 
Payette Hot Springs . Just below this point is a MonuMent 
with the naMes of three Men who were killed by the Indians . 
CaMped in a SMall canyon in the Mountains off the river . 

Marched 33 Miles . CaMped one Mile froM the head waters of 
the South Fork of the SalMon River . A nuMber of old wikiups 
were passed . 

Marched 33 Miles . CaMped in a flat of 100 acres or More a 
short distance up a creek froM the river . 

Marched 22 Miles . Followed the river . CaMped in the saMe 
spot as on the 28th of June . Cabin that was present has 
burned . 

Marched 10 Miles . CaMped at an old ranch in a sMall valley 
on the South Fork of the SalMon River <A letter froM Bernard 
dated August 4, 1879 indicates that the Mouth of Elk Creek 
was their destination) . 

- 13 ReMained in caMp . 



Aug. 14 Marched 1.S Miles. CaMped on a heavily wooded flat through • 
which ~hree branches flow . 

Aug . 1.S Marched 1.0 Miles . CaMped at the head of Dry Creek near where 
three sMall streaMs eMpty into it . 

Aug . 1.6 Marched 14 Miles along Deep (Big) Creek . Passed a few old 
wikiups . 

Aug. 1.7 Marched 12 Miles along Deep <Big) Creek .. Passed three flats 
along the creek each of which had been occupied by Indians . 
Also passed several wikiups . 

Aug. 18 Marched 12 Miles . CaMped on Deep <Big) Creek near Vinegar 
Hill. There is a fish trap present in the creek at this 
point, attributed to the Chinese. 

Aug . 1.9 Marched 10 Miles down Deep (Big) Creek . Passed Sheepeater 
fortifications froM which Cately was attacked . At the base of 
a rocky hill near a fine spring was a sheepeater caMp of 1.0 
wikiups where the Sheepeaters were surprised . The COMMand 
caMped there . A nuMber of wikiups and several fish traps were 
passed along the route today. 

Aug . 20 Marched 1.0 Miles but caMped in the saMe general location as 
on the previous night . Sheepeaters attacked coMMand and 
killed one soldier . 

Aug . 21 Marched 14 Miles . CaMped in a canyon with a precipitous Moun­
tain on one side and a hill of granite on the other . This 
is where the Sheepeaters and UMatillas skirMished . 

Aug . 22 Marched 6 Miles . CaMped in a canyon off Deep <Big) Creek . 

Aug . 23 Marched 12 Miles . At the base of a Mountain on the Middle 
Fork of the SalMon in a beautiful valley are a nuMber of old 
wikiups. SoMe appear to have been used the previous winter . 

Aug . 24 Marched 16 Miles downstreaM . 
an old log cabin . CaMped in 

Passed several old wikiups and 
sMall willows on a sMall creek . 

Aug . 2S Marched 1S Miles . CaMped five Miles froM Loon Creek . 

Aug . 26 Marched 1.0 Miles . Followed Loon Crek on an old trail . CaMped 
in a canyon with several wikiups. Across froM the caMp is 
a SMall waterfall, approxiMatEly SO feet high . 

Aug . 27 Marched 10 Miles along Loon Creek . 
log house above Oro Grande . 

CaMped near a dilapidated 

Aug . 28 Marched 1.7 Miles . 
caMp of June 13th . 
wa 11 tent . 

Followed old trail to Oro Grande. Occupied 
Site already occupiEd by Miners in a 



Aug . 29 

Aug . 31 

Stpt. 1 

Sept . 2 

Sept . 3 

- 30 ReMained in caMp . 

► Marched i4 Miles . CaMped in a canyon on trail to Boise . 

Marched i7 Miles . CaMped on Cape Horn River in a valley 
with two streaMs flowing through it . 

Marched 1S Miles . CaMped on a hill near Dead Mans Creek . 

Marched i4 Miles . CaMped near the Mouth of Hot Creek where 
it eMpties into the East Fork of the Payette River . 

hpt. 4 Marched 25 Miles. CaMped by an old log cabin on a flat near 
the base of a Mountain to the left of the East Fork of the 
Payette . 

hpt. S Marched 12 Miles . CaMped at Moore creek near a old deserted 
ho u i.;e . 

hpt. b Marched 13 Miles . CaMped in saMe place as May 31st . 

Sept . 7 Marched 22 Miles . Followed the Boise and Idaho City stage 
road . CaMped at Hall's ranch . 

hpt. 8 Marched 13 Miles . Arrived at Boise Barracks . 
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SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN ROUTE OF LT . HENRY CATLEY'S COMMAND, 
COMPANY C, SECOND INFANTRY 

Catley's personal records of the Sheepeater CaMpaign have not ••t been discovered . This caMpaign route is based on the inforMation 
•bout Catley's MoveMents contained in the records of other participants . 

June 4 Left CaMp Howard. 

June S - July 16 No records . 

July 17 Left Raine's Ranch, . Crossed the South Fork of the SalMon 
River. 

July 18 No records . 

July 19 Near head of ChaMberlain Creek . 

July 20 - 27 No records . 

July 28 CaMped at the caves southwest of Vinegar Hill on Big Creek . 

July 29 Attacked by Sheepeaters on Big Creek . Withdrew two Miles 
up the creek . 

July 3 0 Withdrew to Vinegar Hi 11 . 

July 31 Marched 30 Miles . Left Vinegar Hill . CaMped at Cold Meadows . 

Aug . 1 CaMped at Tip Top, eight Miles froM the South Fork . 

~ug . 2 - ,i No records . 

Aug . S Arrived at WarM Springs, 12 Miles east of Warrens . 

Aug. 6 - 10 No records. 

Aug . 11 Joined Bernard at the Mouth of Elk Creek . 

Aug . 12 - 13 No records . 

Aug . 14 CaMped at head of Elk Creek . 

Aug . 15 - 24 No Records. 

Aug . 2S Arrived at SMead's ranch . 

Aug . 26 - 29 ReMa ined in caMp . 

Aug . 30 Moved up Elk Creek then over to and down Big Creek . 



Aug. 31 Meets Farrow on Big Creek . 

Sept . 1 - 3 No Records . 

► hpt . 4 Arrives at caves . 

Sept . S - 9 No records . 

Sept . 1 0 Arrives at Raine I s ranch . 



A-4 

SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN DIARY OF LT . A. G . FORSE'S COMMAND, 
COMPANY D, FIRST CAVALRY 

This caMpaign route is based on a typewritten copy of Lt . Forse's 
diary on file at the Idaho State University Archives <MS 402) . The 
diary covers the period July 29 to Septe:Mber 21, 1879. 

July 29 Marched 21 1/2 Miles froM Walla Walla to Starr's where caMped . 

July 30 Marched 32 1/2 Miles . CaMped ~t Favor's . 

July 31 Marched 28 Miles . CaMped at saw Mill near Silcott's . 

Aug . 1 No record of distance travelled . CaMped eight Miles froM Mason's . 

Aug . 2 Marched 18 Miles . CaMped at Lawyer's Canyon . 

Aug . 3 Marched 27 Miles . CaMped at CaMp Howard ( ? ) . 

Aug . 4 - 6 No records. Apparently reMained in caMp . 

Aug . 7 

Aug . 8 

Aug . 9 

Aug . 10 

Aug . 11 

Aug. 12 

Aug . 13 

Aug . 14 

Aug . 1S 

16 

17 

18 

Aug . 19 

ReMained in caMp . 

Marched 14 Miles . Left CaMp Howard. CaMped at White Bird . 

Marched 2S Miles . Occupied Crook's CaMp . 

Marched 21 Miles. 
Shearer's Ferry . 

Passed through Florence and crossed at 
CaMped on Elk Creek . 

Marched 19 Miles . CaMped on Lake Creek . 

Marched 12 Miles . CaMped in a Meadow 12 Miles f r oM Warren's . 

Marched 26 Miles. First caMped two Miles beyond Warren ' s . 
Then broke caMp and joined Bernard on the South Fork . 

Marched 12 Miles . CaMped at the head of Elk Creek where 
~arrow's scouts had caMped . 

Marched 9 Miles . CaMped on Marble Creek . 

Marched 12Miles down Marble Creek . CaMped on Big Creek. 

Harched 12 Miles . CaMped on Big Creek . 

Marched 12 Miles down Big Creek and c aMp<i~d . 

Harched 1S Miles down Big Creek . Passed the Sheepeater 
on a high bluff off Big Creek . 

caMp 



~ug . 20 No record of distanc€ travelled . Apparently caMped on the 
skirMish field at Big Creek . 

ug . 21 Marche- 12 Miles. 

22 Marched six Miles . CaMped on a sMall creek . 

ug . 23 Marched eight Miles . CaMped on the Middle SalMon . 

~ug . 24 Marched 14 Miles . CaMped at Starvation Creek on Middle SalMon . 

~ug. 2S Marched 12 Miles . CaMped on Middle SalMon five Mile below 
Loon Creek then MOV€d to Farrow's caMp (position unspecified) . 

~ug . 26 Marched 11 Miles . 

\ug . 27 Marched 10 Miles . 

CaMped at the Mouth of CaMas Creek . 

CaMped in an old Indian caMp on the Middle 
SalMon <?> . 

1ug . 28 Marched 14 Miles . CaMped where Farrow ' s scouts had captured 
the Sheepeater's stock . 

lug . 29 Marched 17 Miles . CaMped fivE Miles up the creek froM the 
Indian caMp . 

1ug . 30 Marched 12 Miles up Big Creek . CaMped at the location Catley 
occupied before his defeat . 

ug . 31 Marched 3S Miles down Catley's trail towards Raines . CaMped 
on a SMall streaM . 

ept . 1 Marched 10 Miles . CaMped in a fine Meadow . 

ept . 2 Marched eight Miles . CaMped in tiMber on a sMall streaM . 

ept . 3 Marched 1S Miles . CaMped at Raines on South SalMon. 

ept . 4 - 12 ReMained in caMp. 

ept . 13 Marched 13 Miles down Raine's trail toward Fort Howard . CaMped 
on trail three Miles froM Warren's . 

ept . 14 Marched 13 Miles . CaMped on a prairie at the Mouth of a gulch . 

ept . 1S Marched 7 1/2 Miles . CaMped at WarM Springs . 

ept . 16 Marched 13 Miles . CaMped at the 'saddle ' . 

~pt . 17 No record of distance travelled . 
the other side of the river . 

CaMped at wire br i dge on 

~pt . 18 Marched 10 Miles . CaMped at Florence<?> . 



Sept . 19 Marched 13 Miles . CaMped at Slate Creek . 

Sept . 20 Marched 17 Miles. CaMped at White Bird . 

Sept . 21 Marchled i3 Miles . Arrived at CaMp Howard. 



APPENDIX B 

CAMPAIGN DIARIES 

► 
This appendix contains the transcribed diaries of four partici-

~nts in the Sheepeater CaMpaign : Reuben Bernard, W.C. Brown, A. G. 

Forse and Edger Hoffner . The Bernard, Brown and Hoffner diaries 

Nre obtained froM the WilliaM Carey Brown Collection in the Western 

Historical Collections of the University of Colorado, Boulder. The 

Forse diary was obtained through the Idaho State University Archives. 

Capt. Reuben Bernard was the coMMander of Troop G, First Cavalry 

during the caMpaign. It was his pack train that was atta c ked on August 

20, 1879 resulting in the death of a soldier . Bernard's diary entries 

i o not cover that episode . The entries occassionally Make note o~ 

urious sites that were passed, provide a fairly good record of where 

when Material was lost and include observations about wildlife . 

detail that Bernard exercises in the latter case seeM to suggest 

he was More interested in hunting gaMe than Sheepeaters . 

The Bernard diary covers the period froM May 3i to July 30, 1879 . 

This transcription was Made froM a photocopy of the handwritten original . 

Every effort was Made to insure that the transcription was accurate . 

iginal Misspellings and Mispunctuations have been retained to as s ure 

uthenticity . One exception to this practice should be noted . Bernard 

ften used spaces, ends of lines or pages and subsequent capital letters 

to indicate the end of one sentence and the beginning of another . In 

der to increase the readibility of his diary, periods were added in 

ose places where Bernard used soMe other convention. 

1gination in the diary is noted by * in this appendix . 

The original 

W. C. Brown was second in coMMand to Lt . Farrow during the caMpaign . 



~s diary reflects a cavalry officer's interest in locating good caMp 

dtes. Although he does refer to Indian caMps and other sites froM 
► 

tifo1e to tiMe his descriptions of where his detachMent caMped each ni ~Jht 

ri ll be valuable in relocating those locations. Particular attention 

~ould be given to those entries where he fixes the caMpsites of other 

u~aign participants in relation to his own . 

The Brown diary covers the period July 1 to October 22, 1879 . 

This transcription was derived froM an annotated typewritten copy . 

This was coMpared with a photocopy of a portion of the handwrit t en 

1riginal . Nothing had been deleted . Since the annotations and ad-

ditions were Brown's own work, it was decided to reproduce the cor-

rected copy . All annotations and additions are shown in italics . 

Lt . A. G . Forse was in coMMand of the detachMent sent froM CaMp 

~ward to relieve Catley after his defeat. Aside froM recording the 

"ueMents of his coMMand and soMe Minor observations , Forse's diary 

does not add Much detail to the Sheepeater CaMpaign record . 

Forse's diary covers the period July 29 to SepteMber 19, 1879 . 

The copy presented in this appendix is based on a photocopy of a 1937 

transcription Made at the Idaho State University Archives froM the 

erig in a 1 . A note at the bottoM of the transcription indicated that it 

had been verified against the orig ina 1 . 

•ble for coMparison. 

The original diary was unavail-

Edger Hoffner was a private in Bernard's coMMand . He was the 

"st astute observer of any of the diarists whose work is recorded here . 

~tries in Hoffner • ~ diary contain excellent descriptions of towns, 

rines, trails, caMpsites, Indian caMps and wikiups, fish traps and 

i.ili tar y life in genera 1 . A true feel for the life of an en 1 isted Man 



be gained by reading Hoffner's account . 

The Hoffner diary covers the period May 31 through October S, 1879 . 
► 

is transcription is based on a typewritten copy Made by Hoffner in 

Efforts to locate a copy of the handwritten original for coM­

were unsuccessful . Although Hoffner has obviously edited his 

and Made a few additions, the content is probably not Much 

anged froM the original . 



B-1 

SHEEPEATER CAMPAIGN DIARY OF CAPT . REUBEN BERNARD 

Left Bo i s~ Barrackes Idaho May 31st 1879 to go to the SalMon 
River country h look after the Indians who live in that very rough 
Country. they are known as the Sheepeaters . 

Marched 3S Miles CaMped at Idaho City following the stage road 
all the way . Idaho City is an old Placer Mining town wher Millions 
in Gold has been taken out and Much More are now being taken out froM 
yeare to yeare . no farMing of any kind is carried on nearer the place 
than 3S Miles, the altitude of the place being about 6000 feete above 
the level of the sea . we went into caMp just at sundown - our Pack 
Train getting in after 9 Oclock at night . this was a verry long drive 
for the Pack Mules. The coMMand consists of two officers s ixty two 
enlisted Men one scout, one guide, and 10 Packers with sixty days 
r ations. 

June 1st Marched 40 Miles caMped on the East fork of the Payet 
~iver a Mile above the Bridge . Pack Train got in at 9 Oclock at night 
Juring the days March we passed through what is known as the Bannon 
jeastrict . it is a Mining country during the suMMer sea s on, in winter 
10 Mining is caryed on, the snow falling* so deepe that all work ceases, 
~xcept underground in the Quartz Mines . In descending the Mountain to 
the River wher we arc encaMped, we caMe down down for four Miles . The 
~iver is a very swift and cleane streaM, in a deepe and narrow Canyon . 
;rass very pore . 

June 2nd Marched 26 Miles . CaMped on hot Creeke a Branch of the 
~ast Fork of the Payet . after about 16 Miles we caMped at the Maut 
1f hot creeke where the Grass was verry good - let the stock Graze for 
two hours . while heare Johny Vose killed a Deer and sean one of the 
Jhite Goats that are found in theas Mountains . they are said to be 
1 beautiful white anaMal, with long wool & Black twisting Horns that 
; tand straight out . In crossing hot crceke we lost two Boxes of hard 
3read and a sack of salt and one of sugar the Mules falling in the 
~wift water and being roled over and over untill the cargo coMes off 
ind i s c arryed away by the swift currant . Gras s very pore . 

June 3rd Marched 24 Miles CaMping at Cape Horne valley . Just 
1fter we left caMp I sean two Deer standing on the oppiset side of the 
, treaM . taking one of the truMpeters Rifl£s * I raised the sight to 
iOO yards fired and killed the deer . three of the Men went across and 
1o t the Deer . at this point we enter£d dead Mans Canyon filled with 
lrift snow Many feete deepe . the canyon is very steepe . so steepe 
·hat the heavy snow that falls slide down carrying Grate treas and Rocks 
lown with it . two Men once caught in this canyon by a snow s lide, 
,ence the naMe . in passing through this canyon th£ snow was so deepe 
,nd hard that it gave us no trouble . on arriving at the head of the 
.anyon we found a perfect plain covered with snow varrying froM six to 
·wo feet Deep . wher it was shallowest the stock would brake through 
1iving Much troubl£ . we walked and 1£d our Horses for about 8 Miles . 
,rriving in caMp we found the snow Melting and the streaMes rising 
·ery fast . Rain coMMenced to fall about noone . continuing untill night 
1hen it turned into snow . the Pack Train not getting in we wer without 
·ents Blankets or anything to eat . tho we had all the wood we wanted 
,nd kept big caMp fires all night . Grass very poor . 

June 4th ReMained in caMp waiting for* the Pack Train . rained 



ffld snowed all day streaMes raising very fast . we are Bridging the 
~pe Horn creeke so the Pack train can cross when it arrives . the day 
bas been a very unpleasant one. No Pack train yet . every body is be­
tinning to look alittle serious upon the question of soMething to eat . 
tho the Men has~ killed Many Grange Foo le Hens and Ground Squirrel ~;;. _ 
the foole hens -are cl very peculiar looking fowl. they are a darke Brown 
11th read over each Eye . they are very gentle so Much so that you can 
kill theM with a stick . When they fly it is only to get upon a liMb 
sufficiently heigh so an anaMal such as Beares Wolves canot catch theM . 
hear e the y w i 11 s i t u n t i 11 t h e y are k i 11 e d . They w o n t f l y e n o d if fer -
tnce how often you throw at theM. No Pack train yet . will send out 
tof"lorrow and find what the extent of ther trouble is . snowing hard . 
~ will have another night of building caMpfires . 

June Sth ReMained in caMp . Rained all day . the Pack train or 
a portion of it caMe in about sundown with about one half of its cargo . 
leaving the other half so they can go back * for it . the train has 
had a hard t i Me wallowing through the snow . they- have lost two More 
Boxes of Hard Bread clnd other rations clnd all of Lt . Pitchers clothing 
and Blankets in the streaf"I . he goes back to Look for theM . This is 
the Longes.t I have ever been without anything to eat . while we wer 
three full days without Rashions or Blankets - and in the rain and snow 
all the tiMe I did not heare cl cross word or a coMplaint in any way . 
The Pack train goes back in the Morning for the rest of the load with 
Lt . Pitcher who goes. to look clfter his lost property . 

June 6th ReMained in caMp the Pack train coMing in about dark 
with the reMainder of the suplies . Lt . Pitcher found his cloth i ng 
~er the bundle had caught in soMe drift wood . so .he is happy again 
Rained all day and s.nowed at night . 

June 7th Marched 10 Miles CaMped on trail creeke at the foot 
of the snow . on the trail to Orogrande the Mining town where the 
Indians killed the seven ChineMen . in crossing Trail Creeke we lost 
two More Boxes of Hard Bread by a Mule being carryed down the streaM . 
~owed hard all day clnd night . wher the graound has thawed out it is 
so soft that the Mules often Myre down . * 

June 8th Marched 1S Miles CaMped on Loone Creeke. the snow Mud 
and water gave us Much trouble as we asended the south side of the 
"ountain . when once on top the snow was deepe ~nd hard on the north side . 
so we passed over about 8 Miles of snow with but Little trouble . we 
caMped soone after getting out of the snow . the Grass was good and 
in abundence . the snow fell heavy all the tiMe we wer in the Mountain s , 
causing it to look More like DeceMber than June . after we went into 
caMp Lt . Pitcher went out and Killed 3 splendid Deere [Bucks) within 
a half Mile of the caMp . while we wer crossing the Mountain Johny the 
Guide caMe to the conclusion that he was lost . I asked hiM why he 
thought so . he said vel, Me no see de trail, Me no see any thing dat I 
knowes . I said how do you expect to see a trail where the snow is 
ten or twelve feete deepe . vell Me no s.ee de Blazes on de tres . I 
said well Johny I dont think we are lost becaus there is no other way 
for us to go but to follow this Canyon . as we Moved on the Little 
DutchMan discovered soMe Blazes on the Trees, which Made hiM quite Jubelent . 
The Pack Train got in to day in goode season and without any Loss . * 

June 9th Marched 10 Miles to Oro Grande . we found the town 
burned down by the Indians last February, when they killed the 



ChineMan . this is a Plasser Mining town that has cost More than it 
e~er paid . while Gold was found in paying quantites in Many claiMes 
it was soone worked out, leaving a very large and expencive town with 
nothing to support it . The whites left it> the ChineMen taken charge 
of it and worked over the old Mining claiMes which the white Men sold 
to theM for sM.i:J.l soMes of Money . The Indians killed and robed the 
ChineMen and burned the town . one of the ChineMen after being killed 
had frozen in such a shape that he could be set up on his hand and feet 
on all fours . in this position the Indians put an old pack saddlt~ on 
hiM and loaded hiM up with picks and shovels, as Miners load a pack 
1tule . in this shape the ChineMan was found . here we found three white 
1ten two GerMans and one IrishMan - waiting for soMthing to turn up . 
this place is 20 Miles froM Bonanza City which layes South East froM 
heare . I have sent over there to see if I canot get soMa late papers 
or nuse of soMe sort . Rained all day. we got soMe greene onions heare 
that was Growing in the * ChineMans Gardens . they didnt cost us any 
thing, so we wer librel in helping our selves to what didnt belong to 
•ny body as we thought . 

June 10th Marched 3 Miles back on our Trail for better Grass ~nd 
to send our Pack train back to assist another train of 30 Mules laden 
with Suplies through the snow . Rained all day~ snowed at night . SoMe 
1ten caMe over froM Bonanza bringing the latest papers, and nuse of very 
rich Mines being discovred . with the white Men that caMe over was a 
ChineMan that owned the Gardens we got the onions out of' . he charged 
us $2S for theM which was paid . The Men killed Many Grous and one Deere 
to day . 

June 11th ReMained in caMp all hands out hunting Deer and Grous . 
no Deer killed and but few Grouse . Johney killed a very large Mountain 
Rabbit. they have very long wide feete to enable theM to walk over 
the soft snow without sinking . Rain all day . 

June 12th ReMained in caMp. Rain off and on all day . 
June 13th ReMained in caMp . Pack train caMe in about dark having 

lost one Pack Mule and two riding anaMals, 200 Poundes of Bacon 2 Boxes 
of hard * Bread and 100 Lbs of Sugar . Men and Mules very tired . Sevt0ral 
of our Packers want to quit saying the work is too hard for theM, es-
pecially as they have to work in the snow~ water all the tiMe . Rained 
ill day . StreaMs are rising very fast, and will give us soMe trouble . 

June 14th Marched three Miles . CaMped Just below the Burnt town 
Several Miners has coMe in froM Montana and are prospecting for Gold. 
they go around with Pick, Pan, Shovel and Rifle . Rained all day. 
StreaMes are raising fast . Lt . Pitcher has been quite sick for several 
days . infact he has been sick ever since he killed the 3 Deer and now 
Robbins is sick with the saMe deseas . it is what they call Mountain 
Fever . Pitcher is gitting beter while Robbins is now delerious . it 
is a bad place and bad weather for sick people . I aM the Doctor and 
have nothing but Carthic and Quinine Pills to give theM, while this 
1nd Brandy is our suply of Medisens . I wouldent know how to use but 
very few other Medisens if I had theM . as night coMes on the rain 
changes to snow . 

June 15th ReMained in caMp on account of the sick Men and high 
~ter . * Sent RaMey our new Guide with Seven Men down the canyon to 
looke for Indian signs and to see if the streaMs can be crossed . he 
f'lturns in the evening with the inforMation that the Pack train canot 



cross the streaf'\. Rained all day . Pitcher and Robbins are both beter 
to day . 

June 16th ReMained in caMp Sending a party to the North West 
to see if' we could get out in that direction . they return in the 
tuening in a heavy £now storM with the inf'orMation that they had gone. 
IS fair as they► could go for stones . one of' the Horses fell in the 
Rocks cutting hiMself fearf'uly . Several of the cuts wer so large they 
had to be sewed up . one cut requiring ten stitches . the rider was 

<ILLEGIBLE) . 
June 17th ReMained in caMp. the £treaMes falling alittle . Rained 

1H and on all day . Pitcher is nearly well . Robbins is bether . 
June 18th ReMained in caMp . Sent Lt . Pitcher with 2S Men 8 Miles 

down the canyon to build a Bridge across Loone Creeke . Returned in 
the evening without having coMpleeted it . when they would fall a tree 
across the streaM it would brake in two an be carryed away . Several wer 
lost in this way . at last * they got one to reMa i n tho at such a late 
hour in the evening that they could no coMplete it . The sun Shown to 
day nearly all all day > livening up every thing very Much . a Man caMe 
i n to day froM the Yellow Jacket Mining deastrict where he ha s been all 
winter . he reports Indian signs on CaMas Creeke about 70 Miles froM 
heare North East . The Man has a Rifle and 18 cartridges two Blankets 
ind about thirty Poundes of Flour - and sayes he has eaten nothing but 
~ead and Salt> with an ocasional Grouse, for six Months . he is looking 
well. is cherful - Ragged and dirty . So we will March in the Morning 
coMpleete Pitchers Bridge and go to the place where the Man sayes he 
~an the Indian signs . tho I dont believe his £tory atall . 

June 19th Marched 18 Miles caMped at the hot springs on hot 
creeke . the streaM having fallen we wer able to cross without having 
t o coMpleete the Bridge . the Pack Mules could Just cross without swiMing . 
i fter folowing the Loon Creeke Canyon for 10 Miles we turned to our righ t 
up the deepe narrow Rocky and Brusshy Canyon that hot creeke flowes 
through . the streaM is deepe narrow and * rappid . the trail which 
~s an old one and very diM, crossed the streaM Many tiMes . Rain fell 
it intervals all day, wetting the bushes which kept us wet all day . 
~en the Train caMe in we found we wer out two Mules and four cargoes, 
consisting of Bacon, Hard Bread> Sugar and Coffee . froM losses our 
60 days rations are gowing fast . the hot springs neare caMp are splen-
did bathing places . Several of theM poring over fallls forMing a per-
fict Shower [Bath] . This evening the sun is sh i ning Brightly . in our 
caMp, are several Mountain Sheeps Heads and Horns> the Longest I ever 
sean . This is an old caMpng place for Indians . Sheepe and Deer use 
the hot srings as a Lick . The Indians caMp here and kill Many of' theM . 

June 20th Marched 16 Miles CaMped on CaMas Cr eeke . Leaving Hot 
Springs we followed up hot creeke crossing it Many tiMes . the trail 
thin turned to the left crossing a high snowy Mountain down on the head 
~ters of CaMas Creeke . To day our los£es wer oly two cargoes and one 
Nule . the Mule being killed by roling down* the Mountain into the 
ltreaM . the losses wer Hard Bread> Bacon and Horse Shoes . we will now 
~one find whether the Indians are heare or not . Grass very good . 
no Rain to day but wood Ticks by the thousandes are found every where 
ind anoy Men and Horses very Much . 

June 21st Marched 12 Miles CaMped on the west Fork of CaMas Creeke 
Shortly leaving caMp this Morning struck fressh Poney tracks . following 



heM cearfuly - we caMe upon More . so every thing was kept ready to 
harge an Indian caMp . Thr canyon heare opened out into a flat with 
oling hill on each sid . froM the lay of the country the Indian caMp 
ust be to our left and frunt . heare we taken the gallop and upon 
oMing to the ~uMit of a low ridge we sean SMoke up the canyon and HQrses 
razing in the ~alley this side of where the sMoke was sean . t he gallop 

11as continued untill we Passed the Hor<r.es . we then caMe to a walk in 
rder to enable us to More closly and corectly see where we wer gow i ng 

~ OM this point we could see three white Men* with Rifles running for 
he Rocks. we could then plainly see that we wer advancing upon a caMp 

ri Miners. when they first <r.ean us they Mistaken us for Indians and 
l'in for the Rocks . we then went into caMp. and the party of Miners 
had been caMped there for several weekes prospecting for Gold . the 
Nn that told us they wer Indians heare had sean the sMoke froM ther 
UMP fire and ther Poney tracks . Johny Vose to day killed a very nice 
her. Rain coMMenced to fall about noon continuing untill night when 
:i t turned to snow . Just about Sundown a very heavy Hail StorM caMe up 
ausing our Stock to StaMpeed and run for several Miles - running with 

~e wind the large hail stone<r. giving theM a good pelting . the Herders 
11 Mounted and went with the Herd bringing the stock back as soon as 

the storM seased . 
June 22nd ReMained in caMp . Sent RaMey with a party of Men down 

the Canyon, to find if we could get down it to the Middle Salon River . 
they returned in the evening with the inforMation that we could no. 
Johny Killed * two More Deer to day . Rained and snowed off and on all 
ay . the Miners say they have sean a Band or Herd of Sheep on the high 

11ountains in this vacinity of a species they never sean befor . they 
escribe theM as very wild . RaMey tells Me has often sean theM and 

has killed two of theM . he dscribes theM about as followes - They are 
very Large and white: as snow, with very long curly wool, with eMence 
orns that stand out froM ther Head Curling back like the Mountain 
heepes Horns . tho Much longer and not so thick and heavy . this May 
dl be so but RaMey is such a RoMancer that I never know whether to 
elieve his storryes or not . will Move in the Morning and try to get 

to the Middle SalMon by gowing over the snow covered Mountains . 
June 23rd Marched 6 Miles . CaMped on the ~aMe streaM . Snowed 

hard all the tiMe we wer Marching . the bushes being very thick every 
body got as wet as water or Melting snow could Make theM , wood being 
i n abundence all handes wer soone around large caMp fires . Johny and 
Lt . Pitcher went out in the * evening each one bringing in a Deer and 
•Graus . one of the Men also killed a Deer . 

June 24th Marched 12 Miles passing over a Mountain with Much fallen 
tiMber . the sUMMit and North west slope covered with snow that was 
shard as Ice . it gave us no trouble in passing over it . we assended 

1nother range of Mountains to neare its SUMMit when we found the oppisit 
t ide to be a presipis . we retraced our steps to the foot and went 
i nto caMp, in the snow and Mud . this was a very hard days March on 
~e stock. in assending the last Mountain the entire distance passed 
•~er was Rocks and snow . The rocks cutting the Horses feete and ankles 
baddy . fortunatly for the Pack Mules they wer so fair in reare they 
did not have to assend the last Mountain . Grass very pore - what the ire 
i s of it . Rained and snowed during the day . 

June 25th Marched 16 Miles caMped on the Middle Sa l Mon at the Mouth 



~ Loon Creeke. for the first six Miles we had hard work on account 
~ the softiness of the earth froM the rain and Melting snow . as* 
H neared the top of the Mountain the snow becaMe __ deepe and in places 
quite steepe . one of our Pack Mules Roled froM neare the top to the 
bottoM a distani:e of about Six Hundred yards. the cargo and apparyoh _o 
~s lost and th~ Mule reported dead . the folowing day it caMe liMp i ng 
i nto caMp conciderably bruised up by his role, tho will recover. after 
fflce on top the Mountain the whole country was deepe snow for about 
fiye Miles. it was hard and gave us no trouble . this side of the 
11ountain is very steepe . we go down rappidly . within a distance of 
ten Miles with have c OMe fr OM ten feetc of snow to Roses and Rattle 
~akes. Since we caMe into caMp five Rattle snakes have been killed 
Johny Killed two Deer, after we caMe into caMp, our first Trout wer 
caught to day . they wer nice ones weighing froM 1/2 to 1 1/2 Pound es . 
The StreaMes are full of Water . the Middle SalMon is a butiful streaMe . 
its about 3 Hundred yds . wide with a very steady but rappid current . 
Loone creeke is about fifty yards wide and * has such a rappid current 
the water is as white as foMe . we are now caMped in a sMall valley 
~ere the Grass is splendid . and as we canot well go on in any other 
direction except back on our own trail, we will reMain in caMp for 
awhile to allow our stock to graize and Rest . we will allso Bridge 
Loone Creek by falling tree froM each shore to a sMall I sland in the 
streaM 

June 26th ReMained in caMp . Bridged the streaM and caught Many 
Trout. our Bridge consists of two treas fell so ther tops rests on the 
Island . it will serve as a foot Log for the Men to carry every thing 
across the streaM on . a place was found wher the stock can be forded . 
the Mules May have to swiM. the Horses can just cross, without swiMing. 

June 27th Moved caMp one Mile . the coMpany crossed the streaM 
on ther horses . the the water runing over the Backs of Many of the 
lf'la 1 er ones . the Mu 1 es a 11 h a d t o s w i M Man y of t h e M b e in g c a r r y e d a 
long wayes down the strea"' . One of the Mules did a thing to day that 
~owes that an anaMal has More sense than we give theM credit for. 
as one of theM was being carriey * down streaM it struggled to the shore 
wher the bank was so steepe it could not get out . the water beeing 
so deepe and swift that it could not keepe on its feet. it taken halt 
of a strong willow bush with its Mouth and held fast untill Ropes wer 
got around it to assist it in getting out . when the Mule was safe on 
the bank of the streaM, the Packers and So l dies gave three harty cheers 
for the Mule . after gowing into caMp the Men went back and carried 
1very thing across to the oppiset side where it was laded on the Mules 
and brought t o ca Mp . two of the Mu 1 es f e 11 off the n arr ow tr a i l r o 1 in g 
into the streaM, loosing ther cargos . two thousand Rounds of car·tridge 
and two hundred Pounds of Horse Shoes . Robbins , RaMey, and I went up 
the RiYer to see if we could find a crossing . Robbins taken MY Horse 
steaRupt and fwaM hiM to the oppiset side of the Middle SalMon then 
went up about thre Miles and swaM hiM back again . he sayes he is the 
best h or 4!. e he e v r h ad i n t h e w a t er . s o t h e i r e i s n o sh o w t o c r o s s , 
without swiMing and to do this we would loose all our Rations . a raft 
unot be handled on the River . it is so * very swift . while we wer 
up the River I killed five Graus and got a shot at a Deer and should 
have been kicked for not killing it . Fishing for the Men and Grazing 
for the stock is splendid . 



June 28th Marched 18 Miles up the River caMped on its bank at the 
Mouth of a SMall streaM . trail was steepe Rocky and through dence 
tiMber Much of it down causing us to do a greadeal of chopping . Several 
Rattle Snakes wer killed in caMp to day . Rained off and on all day . 
Grass splended . Sent Robbins and RaMey out to find a way up the River 
for toMorrows ~rch . they returned in the evening reporting that we 
could go tho the country was very rough . 

June 29th Marched 10 Miles up the River Made trail all the way . 
CaMped at soMe Hot springs on the Bank of the River . Rained all day 
with a heavy storM of wind Hail and Thunder in the evening. RaMey and 
I had a long walk looking over the country for a way out toMorrow . 
Robbins and Pitcher went fishing and caught soMe splendid Trout . Johny 
went out and killed several Graus. 

June 30th Marched 18 Miles caMped ton the saMe streaM . Made 
trail all the way . passed over a very high point of Mountain . Robbins 
Met a Black Beare and shot at it but did not kill it . SuMe of the Men 
asked hiM if he only tried to sceare it away, as it was but fifty yeardes 
froM hiM . this seaMed to pleague Robbins very Much as he prides hiMself 
on being a good shot . to day passed over one of the Most Magenifficent 
quartes Ledges I have ever sean . if it has Gold or silver in it) it 
is very valuable as it would be easily worked. Just before going into 
caMp one of the Men killed a very Large Mountain sheepe . it weighed 
over 200 Poundes . Rained in the evening. 

July 1st Marched 1S Miles caMped on the saMe River at the MOUt of 
a sMall streaM, we called Rappid River . went into caMp, for the pur­
pos of Bridging the streaM which we did by falling a large tree across 
it . then lashed sMall logs on each side of the large one, put leaves 
and earth on top of the log which forMed a foot log or Bridge that the 
whole coMMand crossed over on . heare when MY blankets was being roled 
up in the Morning a Rattle Snake about 16 inches long was found snugly 
coyled in theM as the Morning was quite cold . the snake was very in­
active . he was gently lade in a caMp fire to get warM . Trail to day 
was very Rocky and Rough . Very little Rain to day . 

July 2 Marched 10 Miles Made trail all the way over the roughest 
country yet traveled over . caMped on the Middle SalMon . one of the 
Men killed a very large Mountain Sheepe . its Head and Horns would weigh 
about SO Poundes . five Bare wer sean on the opposet side of the River . 
To day 8 pack Mules fell and roled into the River . Six of theM swaM 
with ther Loades to the opposit side of the streaM the other two wer 
Drowned, Loosing ther cargoes . every thing that Pitcher and I had went 
across the River on the Mules . Pitcher and Barns the chief Packer, 
swaM ther Horses across the ~treaM got the Mules) and drove theM to a 
deepe and still place in the River and Made theM swiM back again, get­
ting* our Blankets good and wet . Our Rations wer allso wet) which 
Left us without Sugar or Salt . Our caMp was neare a warM Sulpher Spring 
i n which all handes had a good Bath . This is the gratest country for 
quarts I have ever sean . The canyon ahead of us seaMes to close in 
leaving nothing but a deepe narrow gorge for the River to run through . 
So toMorrow we May have to leave the River and take to the snow covered 
1ountains . 

July 3rd Marched 10 Mil€s CaMped on a sMall streaM a tributary 
of the Middle SalMon . after leaving caMp we worked our way along the 
,iver bank for about 3 Miles over Rocks all the way. then turned South 
~ast to the top of a high Ridge where we found a gaMe trail running 



East . following this trail up to neare the snow line we went into caMp . 
to Looke around for a way out> sent Robbins and RaMey South and Johny 
South west. both Parties returned after darke with the inforMation 
that we could npt get out in the direction they had been. * 4 Deer 
and Many Grous ~er killed to day. In caMp to day several peices of 
Quarts wer found with free Gold in theM. no Prospectors have ever 
been in this country . all of theM told Me that Horses cold not be 
got over this section of the country atall . toMorrow will give us 
plenty of snow and will no doubt prove whether we will be able to get 
through or not. Robbins and RaMey Reportes they passed by seven Lakes 
Frozen over . Robbins Killed a very Large Buck but could not bring it in. 

July 4th Marched 20 Miles caMped on the head waters of the crooked 
River at soMe sulpher springs which Elk> Moose> Deer and Sheepe use 
as a lick . for a Mile this spring it is cut up like a Barn Yard by 
the gaMe. 4 Deer wer killed heare. we only had about six Miles of snow. 
this we passed over in the Morning while it was hard so it gave us but 
little trouble. neare caMp we found we found Many splendid strawberries . 
neare the Sulpher Springs are Mountains of splendid looking quartz. 
this is one of the best caMps we have had so fair . ToMorrow should 
take us to soMe point that will let is know where we are . * 

July Sth Marched 21 Miles caMped on Loone creeke on our old 
trail about six Miles south of Oro Grande . the entire March was up 
and down steepe Mountains . no snow tho plenty of TiMber logs and Rocks . 
Pitcher and I road to the top of a very high Rocky Peake to select a 
way out . While on top of the Peak we discovered five Large Mountain 
Sheap at the foot of the Rocks sunning theMselves and chewing ther Cuds . 
Pitcher went back got soMe Men slipt up on theM killing two of theM 
and wounding the other three . This days March takes us out of our 
troubles and puts us on a plain trail . 

July 6th Marched 34 Miles caMped on the Cape Horn River about 
S Miles above wher we wer caMped in June waiting for our Pack train 
to get out of the snow and coMe to us. 

July 7th Sent the Pack train to Boise with a sMall escort for 
Rations . having lost so Many we could not Make an extend caMpaign with­
out a new suply. Sent RaMey to Bonza for any Mail theire Might be for 
us and to try and get soMe late papers . 

July 8th ReMaining in caMp . got Many papers froM Bonanza and 
Killed 4 Deere. * 

July 9th ReMained at this caMp untill the return of the Pack train 
froM Boise . we wer caMped on the Main trail froM Boise to Bonanza . 
parties wer passing to and fro every day . Many of theM brought us nuse 
papers froM Boise> Idaho and Bonanza . Several Deer Men killed while 
at this caMp . five of the Men got very sick with Mountain fever and 
had to be sent hoMe . 

July 18th Marched 16 Miles caMped in Beare Valy on what is known 
as the Dead wood trail . the valy is about 10 Miles wide and about 30 
Miles long . heare we killed our first Bear a MediuM sized SinaMon 
very fat and good to eat . the trail was a good one and the Grass in 
caMp splendid and in abundance. 

July 19th Marched 16 Miles caMped on Deere creeke . a tributary 
of the Piat River . trail good . Horse flies wer nuMerous and ayoyed 
our stock ver Much . Robbins and I had a long Ride to select wher we 
would go toMorrow . Killed one deer . 

July 20th Marched 12 Miles. over snow and Rocks . Country very 



rough . Rained all day and snowed at night. killed Ten Deer I killing 
five of theM one of theM being a very large one . it had 11 prongs on 
each horne. * one of the Men killed one equaly as large tho it had but 
9 prongs on eac:\t horn . this caMp was Made high up in the Mountains on 
a sMall tributary of the Middle SalMon River . very little grass> which 
caused our stock to scatter during the night . this detained us in caMp 
an hour or so looking for theM . 

July 21 Marched 10 Miles caMped on the East Fork of the South 
SalMon River in a splendid Meddow of good Grass. heare we sean and 
killed our first SalMon . they wer fine fish weighing froM 20 to SO 
Lbs . in this caMp we skined and hung up our Deer killed yeasterday . 
they Made quite a show of fresh Meat . 

July 22nd Marched 1S Miles caMped on saMe streaM . tho in the 
Rocks and TiMber with very pore grass. heare we caught Many fine Trout . 
Sent .Pitcher~ Johny in one direction and Robbins and RaMey in an 
other to find a way out . All caMe back with a storry of having dis­
covered Lakes and Rivers of wonderful sises . the streaMs all running 
i n the wrong direction . The two parties sto~ies about the country not 
agreeing atall. I canot see how Men* can get so turned around in the 
Mountains. 

July 23rd Marched 1S Miles over the roughest of Mountains caMping 
on a sMall streaM in the woods. we are now suposed to be neare the 
South SalMon River and in the vacinity of the ___ (ILLEGIBLE) on 
spenit lake . we passed over Much snow to day tho it gave us no trouble. 
Killed on Deer 

July 24th Marched S Mile~ to the worM Lake . found it to be about 
two Miles wide and about five long . Made a Raft and went out on to the 
Lake fishing but caught none . it is very deepe and cleare> tho the 
bottoM could not be sean . The Grass on one side of this Lake is very 
good and in abundance . all hands had a good swiM in the Lake . 

July 2Sth Marched 2S Miles down the South SalMon following an 
old trail that had Much fallen tiMber across it . caMped on the River 
at a very good grazing place . Killed several large SalMon . 

July 26th Marched 23 Miles . Trail rough with Much fallen tiMber 
crosed the River five tiMes . Killed several SalMon . Had a good caMp 
for grass . * 

July 27th Marched 20 Miles down the River. Trail steepe and rocky . 
crossed the Mouth of the east fork which is about the saMe sise as the 
Main river . at the Mouth of this strEaM (the east fork) is an old 
Mining caMp> wher Much work has been done . S Miles below this is the 
Mining town of Tailholt . heare we found two whit£ Men and seven ChineMan 
at work. six Miles further on we went into caMp> where we had splendid 
Grass, and caught More nice Trout . this place is allso an olde deserted 
Mining town . 

July 28th ReMained in caMp to rest the stock . caught Many nice 
fish during the day and Pitcher killed a nice Deer . 

July 29th Marched 12 Miles CaMped on the River neare Johnsons 
and SMead Ranches . Johnson and his partner wer killed this spring by 
the Indians . we are now about 1S Miles froM the Mining town of Warrans . 

July 30th ReMained in caMp and got Letters froM Lt . Farrow . That 
Led us a wild goose chase of which I have given you a full account 
hearetofore. 



APPENDIX C 

NOTES FROM HOWARD'S INTERROGATION OF THE SHEEPEATERS 
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