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SUPPORT 
POSSIBILITIES 
It's not too late to take 
advantage of the benefits of a 
tax-deducdible contribution. 
A tax-deductible contribution to 
Idaho Public Television is surprisingly 
affordable and helps sustain quality 
programming for all Idahoans. 

Pledge onl;ne at yo",cooveo;ence = IDAHD A 
or call in with your pledge to: - - PUBLIC. -: := TELEVISION 
(800) 543•6868 idahoptv.org/support 

Happy Holidays from all of usl 
OUR GIFT 
TO YOU: 

• 330/o OFF ALL OUR RAFTING 
TRIPS IN 2010! 

(MUST BOOK BY JAN. 4TH, 2010) 

As you gather with family and friends this holiday season, 
make a plan to get together again for laughter, adventure, and fun 

when the snowflakes head to the river! 

Are you planning a wedding, reunion, or work retreat? 
Are you looking for a great deal? 

Have you never been part of a White Otter day on the river? 

Well, this my friend is all for you! 
We are the only locally owned and operated 

Upper Salmon River Outfitter, 
and I want to thank all of you who supported us this past year! 

Now make a plan and come play with usl 
Contact us at info@whiteotter.com or 788-5005 
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P_hoto by Maurice Hornocker 

A Siberian tiger crosses the snow at the Sikhote-Alin Biosphere Reserve in the Russian Far East. 

·Lending hope for big cats 
Maurice Hornocker has spent decades among feline carnivores 
By TONY EVANS 

Express Staff Writer 

When a mountain lion killed 
and ate two baby alpacas at a 
ranch north of Hailey last month, 
it served as a reminder that the 
Wood River Valley is home to big 
cats-those up to 200 pounds in 
weight and capable of bringing 
downanelk. 

Ranch owner John Chapman's 
decision not to have the cat hunt- · 
ed. down and killed was a sign of 
how perceptions have changed 
in the United States on the Puma 
concolor, also known as the cou­
gar or puma. Mountain lions 
were once shot on sight any time 
of the year as varmints. Until the 
late 1950s, a hunter could earn a 
$50 bounty for killing one. Today, 
they are a designated big-game 
species in Idaho, which confers 
regulatory-status on hunts. 

Though seldom seen, the elu­
sive mountain lion has slowly 
been reclaiming its historical 
ranges in recent decades, thanks 
in large part to the work of wild­
life biologist Maurice Hornocker, 
who lives on Broadford Road in 
Bellevue. 

"There is so much more 
wildlife now than when I was 
a kid," Hornocker says. "There 
are mountain lions turning up 
even in Iowa, where I grew up. 
They were almost killed out by 
the early 1970s. We have given 
them some breathing room and 
a chance to reproduce. But there 
have been no multi-million-dol­
lar programs for them. They have 
done it on their own." 

During the 1960s, Hornocker 
helped to pioneer the use of radio­
telemetry collars in the study of 
large parnivores in North Ameri­
ca. He later expanded his conser- . 
vation efforts to the Russian Far 
East where the Hornocker Wild-
life Institute for 20 years provided 
support to save the endangered 
Siberian tiger, Panthera tigris al­
taica, the largest of the big cats. 
The Hornocker Institute recently 
merged with the Wildlife Conser­
vation Society. 

Hornocker has written and 
photographed for National Geo­
graphic magazine and many 
other publications. He also col­
laborated with author Peter Mat-
1;h~pµJl ~}c, •:,;~~sJp.t~ 
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Express photo by David N. Seelig 
Wildlife biologist and big cat specialist Maurice Hornocker takes a break in his 
Bellevue office. For a slide show of Homocker and his work, go to 
www.mtexpress.com. 
Snow," published in 2000. 

This year, with conservation. 
ist Sharon Negri, Hornocker 
published "Cougar Ecology and 
Conservation," an encyclopedia 
of cttrrent mountain lion stud­
ies in North America and South 
America. In the book he promotes 
the idea of bringing domestica­
tion practices to the problem of 
dangerous human-predator rela­
tions. 

"Every cat has a different 
personality," he says. "We could 
infiltrate aggressive big cat pop­
ulations with males from more 
placid populations." 

The book is said to be a cap­
stone in Homocker's · career, 
which began after he read a story 
about a forest ranger in The Sat­
urday Evening Post in the 1950s. 

"That was the first time I be­
came aware of the profession of 
wildlife biologist," he says. 

He used $10 worth of dimes at 
a pay telephone to call the dean 
of the University of Montana to 
inquire about this new field of 
study and was promptly invited 
into the forestry and wildlife 
management program. 

Hornocker studied under the 
w~g«~ w ed fie}q•pjo~ 
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John Craighead, who, along with 
his brother Frank, helped to save 
the grizzly bear from extinction 
in Yellowstone National Park. 

Hornockerdecided to complete 
his doctoral· studies by expand­
ing knowledge about mountain 
lions· in Montana. His first study 
involved paying $50 to anyone 
who could tree a mountain "lion 
for collaring. 

"Of the 14 cats treed for the 
bounty, 10 were killed by winter's 
end," Hornocker says. 

He decided to move his col­
laring operation to the Frank 
Church River of No Return Wil­
derness in central Idaho. 

"It is still the biggest hunk of 
pristine roadless area in the low­
er 48 states," he says. 

While studying wild and cap­
tive mountain lions in Idaho, 
Hornocker established the Taylor 
Ranch Field Station, now used by 
the University of Idaho to train 
up-and-coming field biologists. 

During his 40-year career, 
Hornocker and his colleagues 
conducted pioneering research 
in North America on mountain 
lions, lynx, bobcats and ocelots, 
on leopards in Afric~ and Asia, 

• ~.HORNOCKF,R. ndt 1)4(Je. • • l . • .., . ....... .,;ti , 



....,. I,~- .. • - _ j..,. 

HORNOGKER~. - I; ,. ... -

., 

Biologist takes his cause abroad · : . 
Continued from previous page at dusk or dawn. If you see one, 

don't run. Pick up a club. Make 
jaguars 1n Central America aud yourself as big as you can to ap­
South America, and tigers in Si- pear formidable." 
beria. Though big cats are making 

Once scarce in this area, a comeback in the United· States, 
mountain lions have recovered Hornocker says, ~big carnivores 
so successfully that one turned are not doing so well worldwide. 
up in Hornocker's yard a few He has worked since 1990 at 
years ago, where it faced off with Sikhote-Alin Biosphere Reserve 
his cat. in the Russian Far East, a Yo-

"They definitely seemed to semite National Park-size nature 
· recognize one another," he said. preserve near the Sea of Japan. 

Hornocker estimates that He and his associates have been 
there are two territorial males helping Russian scientists trap 
and perhaps four breeding fe- and study the endangered Sibe­
male mountain lions in the Wood rian tiger, which can grow to 650 
River Valley, along with tran- pounds. 
sient males that pass through Hornocker estimates there 

. each year in search of tlieir own are only 400 Siberian tigers left 
territory. in the wild. He says poaching of 

There are estimated to be tigers and their prey species has 
about 50,000 mountain lions in increased 100-fold since the fall of 
North America and South Amer- communism. 
ica. In Idaho, there are perhaps "It was better under commu-
2,000 to 4,000, says Idaho Fish and nism for the tiger," he says. "Ev­
Game spokesman Ed Mitchell. eryone knew their place and the 

"They are extremely hard to borders were closed. Internation­
count," Mitchell admits. "I have al interests have been cutting 
lived here all my life, and spent forest and building r.oads willy­
much of it in the woods, and have nilly." 
never seen one." Hornocker says that any ef-

Recently, mountain lions have forts ' -ife cons-ervation 
competed for range with the gray have · m de promoting a vi­
wolf, . reintroduced to Idaho in able local economy. He says forest 
1995. Last winter, a mountain cutting in Siberia was tra~tt9n: 
lion was killed by ~pack of wolves · ally under local control because . 
near Sun Valley. the native people, like the tiger, 

Hornocker \ spoke out years also lived on elk and deer. 
ago against wolf reintroduction, "~ was no domestic live-
saying it would be unsuccessful. stock there. The native people 

"l~.Jl. wrong," he ~ . ip,verec!J:hetiger. They kp.ew that 
"I a.tfl~oday at how ·mey · lrealttry tiget populations meant 
can cross the Chamberlain Basin healthy forests." 
in lQJeet of ~now." "- In Idaho, where recreation is 
~s the_ presence of wolves an increasiri.gly important part 

is changing the.:di*ibution of of the Jocal economy, he suggests 
prey· animals and mountain li- taking full advantage of the re­
ons. The lions, he says, now stick tur:ri of predators. ID: towns such 
more closely to rocky terrain to as Gardner. Mont., ··north of Yel­
avoid conflict. lowstone, wolf view,ing has be-

Aware that mountain lion at- come · iliion-dollar in-
tacks on people have increased dustry. . . ' · 
in recent years, Hornocker says Horf!t(ll!li'!{Jllans to return tQ 
hikers and bikers should be "cau- Sikho~ March to resume 
tious, but not afraid." his work with Siberian tigers. 

"Do~•t Jog in their territory Tony Evans: tevans@mtexpress.com 

WHITE CANVAS DESIGNS 
sustoinabfe interior design 
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www.whitecanvosdesigns.net 

AIR·TIGHT 
_, HOMES, LLC 

Did the power 
outage leave 

you in the cold? 

Airtight Homes finds and fixes the leaks 
that cause your house t(! lose energy. 

Call t.oday-for an appointment• $1500 Federal tax credit can apply! 

Call: Tom Harned• 720-7297 
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Come Shop ·our 
Fall WfnterD~signer 

a el ·-
PRADA, DOLCE & GABBANA, LORD PIANA, AGNONA 

·- PIAZZA. SEMPIONE;AND ETRO. · 

HURRY wmLE SUPPLIES LAST ON SELECT MERCHANDISE 

. ELLE.ROSE· 64 i SUN VALLEY ROAD . 

KETCHUM, IDAHO· 208-726-8871 

sunvalle~ 
summer symphony 

Tuesday January 5th, 6:30pm 
· ·Commuriity Library in Ketchum 

Please join Music Director Alasdair Neale for 
"The Symphony: Beginnings to Beethqven" 

,This event is FREE but space is limited I 
Contact the Symphony office today to RSVP: 
208.622.5607 or info@svsummersymphony.org 
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