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Jeff .- Ye,o To _____________________ _ 

From __ G_e_o_r_g_e_ P_· o_r_ t _e_r ____________ _ 

Messaros ccident Informat ion Subject ___________________ _ Date _ l_/_2_7_/_9_2 ___ _ 

Attached , p leas e find a copy of the Workers Compens a tion claim 
reports you requested . I ' ve also included a copy of the Police 
repor t FYI . 

Thank you for your help •••• 



MAIL: White copy - Industrial Commission 
317 Main, Boise, 10 83720 

NOTICE OF INJURY AND 
CLAIM FOR BENEFIT~t:3 

l 
A 
E 
Ill 

Yellow copy • State Insurance Fund 
Statehouse Mail, Boise, 10 83720 
Pink copy - Employer file Organizational Code DD Location Code 'ZJ"~~/£ 
Every work injury to an employee (including disease or infection in respect of such injury) which requires medical services other than first-aid treatment, must be 
reported within TEN dayaafter the employer has knowledge of the injury. FILING OF THIS REPORT IS NOT AN ADMISSION OF LIABILITY. This report shall not be 
evidence of any fact stated herein in any proceeding in respect of the injury or death on account of which this report is made. 
C1 I ~-o! Employer (business name-DB~ ~~f!_e..JI«?;,. (31 Type of Business (state major activity, goods handled. work done. 

~ /P//1' ✓/ 1/ ,/ ~~~, ~ ~(:) type ~ine~ ~ -;;;;:;r;zs manufactured. etc.f 

(3a) Is Employer - 0 Corporation 
Q ln~ividuel O Pennership 
1»1'ublic O Other 

City or Town 

/'?'P./C CJ~ 
State 
-;Tc, 

(6) Location (if different from mail address) (61 Name of Insurance Carrier 

STATE INS FUND 

(61) State Insurance Fund Policy No. 

?7:? ~t?8-e:I 
(71 Name (First) (Middle Name) (Last) (Bal Is injured worker• corp officer; Dinner or sole proprietor 

/~;f/f' l ,e. /?c.f✓~/t"OJ 
of the employer? _ ~ 

0Yes~o 

(91 Address (Box or Street No.) City or Town 

-~ .4~A'" 92V/ /?t!J✓ CO"'V 

(1~~Date iinjl / / /_ J (12) Sex (131 Marital Statuy 

~ O Y "/ e;;;, D Male ~ale O Married lli(single O Divorced 

(14) No. of children 
under 18 

61:) 
Per 

(14a) If business is sole proprietorship, is 
~ /jured worker • household family 

"'7'member of the owner O Yes O No 

Per Week (16) No. of days worked per week (17) Wages 

-9'~ ~ 
0 Hour O Dey O Week O Month O Piece Work 

(181 Pe~,->~ (19) If board, lodging. or other advantages n/ h If gratuities, (tips, etc.) were received in the 
furnished in addition to wages, give. est. value: course of employment, give est. value: 

Per Week ~,., 
(20) Occupation z ~ (21) Years end/or months employed by you in this (~~e~,.penme;t ~!~'1Y.!:'~',~;1 (221) Under whit class code on your poli 

-r' occupation? / v 1 ~ ~ , ,_, , ~ ~, ~ _. V"r ~ -re worker's wages reported? 
,r,t~r~ rrr,,,v,,,,,v/C✓• ,~,-,. c~ ;r. 

State 

-:ro 
(24) Wes piece of accident or exposure o,mployer's premises? (25) Date of accident, exposure or initial diagnosis (26) If accident, give time ~ .M. 

OYes~o ///to/9~ //.'.JI:) OP.M. 

(271) Injury ~ed to (person) 
.7£,:P- y~ 0 

) Did injury result in dise~·beyond dete of accident? 

B'Yes O No 

(291 If yes, give dete last worked 

1//~/92-
(30) Was injured paid in full for this day? (31) Has employee returne_? work7 

Oveslr'No 

(32) If yes. give dete (33) At whet wage? I Per 

~□No 
(341 Whet was employee doing when accident occurred7 (Describe briefly, such II loading truck, shoveling dirt. walking down stairs, etc.) 

"/f'~J//e~, .deT~~e../4/ eJ,/'/~/-'V~ "~~nvce.c. V~. T'O ,...,CeT ~/7~ 
741'£ ~,4/~ec. /f'HA/6'~,r ~/✓T. 4/,~ d,.,,., 7. /f'✓,,cJ,T4,-,,,& A A'~✓~~Ae~ ,i::,,e,..r,cr. 

did the accident happen? (Describe fully, stating whether the injured person fell. was struck. etc.; give ell factors contributing to accident. Use reverse side for additional space.) 

/1-/.,,,.,~N'T _,,,,,4✓✓t!'e? '9 //r-~-,/,-, PA/ .,y/~#"w4 Y' / Z. ~✓d #,,~ A 
&"di!~/✓/~ ~/7_,- -111 ✓<4-M'l-~VC-c' ~'9~/f~.,,y-~ 4",t"',P/~ ee',,_,,,_,.,,,-'Y"7 · 
1/ /~..N"L'. ✓~~.t'W': 

(36) Whet machine, tool. substance. or obj • • appliance, ges, liq 

e ~,,,/~~ A:..-~✓ '7,,P/~/,v~ #~, -'~/l'/,A/,,,9 ~ ,E4,I/C~ L .. 
(37) If mechanical apparatus Of'~ what pert of it? (Gears, pulley, blade. motor, etc.) ?j' Ce£ J 

(371) If accident was caused by any person or business other than the injured worker, co-worker, or the employer, please identify 

#/A 
(381 Wes accident caused by failure of• machine or product? CH yes, explain) 

□ Yes✓• 

(40dl Were other worters injured 

~7'4/✓,c ,;t✓'-' /,r 

(41 I Name and address of physician 

(431 

~ient O Out Patient 

~~re mechen'.cal guards, o~er ufeguerds provided? 

- (B"(es O No 

(39) Wes injured using them? 

~□No 

Signature of Employee A/'7 A~A/~/JDG £. Signature oaoyer 

Prn"'l~f'PA t- , '1?!'1.../r- ~I Position /_J .t4!«_a/r..L'i__Dateof PP:>ort _/z?. z_~ ~z_-
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. Da~colaccidcat: /~{/2-

SupclYisor nodficd: L ~ \'/1:-

UNIVERSITY OP IDAHO 
SUPERVISOR'S ACXlDFNI' REPORT 

Tune or accident: //~AM 

Time ol DOtiracation: ____t::_N 

Attachment! 

lllll !i&lm 

3. Location Clf accident: Complete attachment C 

4. 

5. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

ts. 

16. 

17. 

, FEE /~ I 

How did the accident happen? (State spcdrac job being done, machinery, tools, or object involved, factors that may have contn'butcd to the accident.) 
t.CE c /e?d1"7 1.- ('~-19,,..,.,.,,,,;,- A7-,,,w-'r,, ro N✓✓ d ,;,;r~;r-e,,'f? Hf'u.,v& ~ ,-,,,,,,~L< 
'""' H ~E,,W;,o,r,i,7~ ,;',.,✓✓,,,.,,,(; r~£ . ./9 tr,,r,e,,., ,,_. 7,-,4~✓ _..,,, ;;r.,y~ .,,._, • .,,,,,. r.,iy~ 

LH' lj✓UA{, ,,,,,,,,,._,~.,~ NL~ ,~ ,-,v,,r,,tttlt r__,...-...---.,., ,,. JWr 4';9 N(:>'7' J4£. 
.,,,,,.,,4C0,,tt,,,...,,, ?~t,,'CK,.... T'll'~I ro A.!COVL;!f ~.e ,'e,v-.,.,-.,,-1P'!' C'~4,,.,,.,,,,.,~ ..,.., ,,.,,.7' ~ 
Was the accident caused by a non UI employee or faulty equipment? Cil'~e, /e,,r HCC,~ ~r. _ Yes ~ 

Were mechanical puds or other ufe paards provided, if 10 what? Jc" tf 74/U ~ z: ,IA~fl" N/fi :::@ No 
~-- -,r (-'A/v,'~ 11, .r,1,-,., ,',vvr,1,c,,~C# 

• ? If pl -L-- t C - ....,LJ • ..- _. ., e'.A-'.-v✓ P'V" ,,.-v .,,,cc"•~~~) 
Were there any witnesses yes, com etc attaYWK.n , c • J~"""""'✓ ,,v, r,r ve~c c•." ~I:'~~ ,, r, 

Docs the claimant have any illness or prior injuries we should be aware ol7 If 10, what? G;) No ce:n,.,.4.,.v-r A«Jt1 7,rt,zze sz ct?.,., ~'«kr',,,_,,,_ <?re~ ✓ti ,,,,,,,,,VJ t11€•, 

Do you have any IUSOll to question the injury as being work related? 
CL&,,,,..,M<Z bvt✓ 7iYAP'e:t:«¥'i . if✓ Rde?Z V 61M' ,t✓h',4'Le, 

Didclaimantlcavcwork? Date: L.._~'£2_\ Tunc~M 

Did claimant return to wott: Date: __ \_\_\ Pu11 time_ Part time-~ 

Do you know when the claimant will be able to return to work? 
C(-'f;,,.,rv7 h'IC4!.✓ flZ,f.,t/,.Rrl L"'~"'d/:7>'. 

Has the claimant been in toucb with JOU since the injury? 

Have you tried to c:ontact the claimant? 

Do JOU bow what doctor the claimant is new.· seeing? 

Do you knew.· the claimant', treatment or diagnosis? 

~No 

~/-zz/1z @No 

~No 

Yes Q 
@No 

Please tum page OYCr to c:omp1ete form 
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January 22, 1992 

CLAIMANT; Macy Messaros 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION; 

r ,· University of Idaho 
Environmental Health and Safety 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 

208-885-6524 
FAX: 208-885-5969 

Additional information not required in the Workers Compensation Qaim report forms but 
that may be useful in processing Ms. Messaros's claim is listed below. Also attached are 
copies of two newspaper accounts of this incident supplied by Ms. Messaros's vehicle 
insurance agent. The UI has made a request for a copy of the police report relating to this 
accident and will forward a copy to the State Insurance Fund as soon as possible. 

Claimant's Vehicle Insurance Co.: 

Claimant's Medical Insurance 
Carrier: 

Idaho State Police Responding 
Officer: 

EMT Responding Person: 
(NOTE: Ms. Ragotzkie is 
also the Powell Ranger Station 
biologist Ms. Messaros 
was on her way to meet) 

Wrecking Service: 

Farmers Insurance Group 
205 S. Main 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 

Contact person: Chris Johnson 882-4414 

Medical Service Bureau 
Lewiston, ID 83501 

208-746-2671 

Darrel Kelley 
Powell, ID 

Phone: 208-942-3305 

Kim Ragotzkie 
Phone: 208-942-3113 

Jackson's Wrecking Service 
Kamiah, ID -

Phone: 208-935-4572 

For additional information or assistance, please contact George Porter at the Environmental 
Health & Safety Office, 208-885-6524. 

Thank you. 
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: Newsome & Kimberling I~su:ance ~510 
. t 

NEWS BRIEFS · i· 
t 
~ · M~sg,~ wo~n sf:al,le after crash 

A Moscow woman was In miles ·west c,f· the Montpa 
stable condition in a Mr,ntana bo,dert according to a repon 
intensive ·care. unit Frldaf, af• by the •~ah~ S~te Poll~ · 
ter being trapped an a At about 11:30 a.m., ·a"be · 
avsll~ ~r ~t was. both tried to~ a pickup hauijng 
~umipi tnd . pai:tiaµy sub- a trailer. But ~ the on-t;cSin· 

.. merged In ~e frigid waten tng lane "'5 a seml-;tnictor 
of ttie ~ River. . ·. truck loaded with na1n drlv· 

~ Mary t· Messaros· 2·a en.by Edward W. ToJin,oo. 49, 
, ~nt more ~tlian ·five bOW"S ~ o~ Monahp.11 ~- Johnson's 
·· her car whlch -~ under- aeml collided head.-on with 

• neath· a 'te.Qii ~ and par- M~• .. 1986 Cb~ ~va
. tially filled· with water off -lier. slamrptng It backwards 
. U.S. Highway 12 '{huHday. 200 f cct. ~ · · · .. · • -~ : 
.: .... · After ainbulance ~ · fi- Both th, tru~k ·and the. ~r 
f; · bally j,ullt;d h~r· free of the flew oft. tl_le ~acl and Into ~ 
-·l wre~e, she was ·tak~. to : U!Chsa, with th~ semi landing 
t~ J.~ P~tr1ck's ~ospital ln Mis- atqp the. qu-. ~~Y. lnju~ 

::Soula. : · · · '·. ·. ·· anc;I up tQ her waist In waler, 
.... ·· ... : · · :, · · · · : · M~ w.as lf¥ped lnsl.de 
. ··. ,~ ln~"nslve care unlt su- tho car wbtle pt.ssersby and 

t.. tvisor there S(lid M<!SSaro~. Idaho State· Yolice officers 
, µffet:ed ~ broken. bones •~~ed .th~ burning · engine 
. her legs and ~ brpken. col- wltll fire e,rtq,gulshers. • 
\f~ bone,~u~ was o~~ In ~ 4:45 _p.m., · ambulanct5 . 
,~oc:>~ condition. . ·crews finally cut Messat'QS 
·. • ·-:'4euaros was traveling free. ,ob.n~on was not Injured 
\•~t on a fent.ote section of .In tl\e cr,sh: .Both wore ~eat- . 
}:the ·w1n~~.u.s .. 12, about 25, belts. . ~ :· .. ~ · 
"I.' ••• • •• • • • • • • • ,•• I 

~~ . l~ forces ~cuatinr ~-~-~ ~1d~~ ,: # 

P01 
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RESCUE WORKERS hm MOlrtana 811d Idaho wort Thuf'sdat afternoon to free Mary EIieen Messaros from her car aftar Iha ran head-al 
into• tractor trail• at mile merker' 149 on Highway 12 near the Powel Ranger Slatal. Messaros was In fair condition at St. Patrick 
Hospital Ttusday night. 

'-" 

Woman 
• survrves 

head-on 
collision 
Br DONNA SYVERTSON 
of lhe MSSOI.Jian 

Mary Eit~cn Mcssaros, 28, of 
Moscow. ld:tho. W-..tS 1n fair 
conditioo in St. Patrick Hospital 
Thursday af &er cr~ing he.ad-on 
iato a rrKtor tr-.ailu d¥iven by Ed 
Johnson of Lok>. 

Jobtiton was not injured in tbe 
aa:idcnt. wbicb hapfk!Jled .about 
11:25 a.111. just over t~ Idaho 
f;,otda- past the Powell ~er 
Station on Higbway .12. 

Mc:ssaros .\\415 auemp~ing to 
pm a pickup pulling a tnai&ew:. 
when sher-An into Johnson'$ rruct 
in the westbound laM. Both 
\'ChidG -went over the bnk iato 
the Lochsa River. The pickup 

, lr'UCk continued on its way. 
Johnson's trvck. whidt was 

loaded with wheat, smashed jcs 
way OYe1" the hood of Mcssaros' 
Cbay Cavalier and much of his 
cargo spilcd into the river. Whca · 
Jotinson got out of his tllldor 
trailer. he was surprised to bear 
~ yeUiag. 

••1 couldn't believe sbe was 
sittmg there hollering.,.. he said. 
••she was saying "help me,' saying 
•rm pinned in here.• ., 

.. What scared the devil ouf of 
me." Johnson said, 0 is that l saw 
aauff~ ammal. a teddybcar. l 

(Sec WRECK. ~ A-10) 

, 
'.I ...,, 
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· .. Wreck 
(GOalieeeea) · 

tbouglll. 4God. lei's DOI laaw a cbild ia dlat 
car.' .. 

The Idaho Swc PGiicc wcrco"l far away. 
Anodic,- truck had wrecked aarby. spUia& ill 

. load of fruic oalO lhe ~. 

Aftc:r .a wr«ktr pulkd Jobl\SOQ's ltudc 
back a couple of feet to allow mom co try to 
fRC Mc:ssaios,, anergcncy medical lcam$ from 
·Pw-cU, Orotioo and Milioula bcpa co can 
for her. 

Mesiaros was sitting in water up IO her 
bips. Her upper l,ody was roaed wida wam 

'-.,__; 

, 

blaAkeu and tbc cmcr~ 1eams gave bcr Pass and aanicci Mcssaros to the MGSOUla Jaos
wama fluids ~- She appeared to pital. 

have head cues a:ad ~ ~ Jep we~ ~d Mcssaros apparcnuy was driving 10 the • 
ia the car. A St. Pat', IWISID& S1Jpc.MSOC said .Powd Ranger Sla,~11 IO look al some elk ' 
Tlaul$day night rut Mcmt0S suf'facd leg~ data. said Darrell Kdlcy. ain ld.ho Sulc Pall'O& 
CUR$. c»rpar&t. 

The ~ pcaoaMI, along widl avcral 
Idaho Stale Policaaea and ,-mby. worbd 
atil 4:50 p.m. IO free ~ literally pull
iag bcr car apan IO do so. They finally cut 1M 
roof off 1bc car. all tbc back off bcl' cmicat 

and bcpn ro lift her out of die wbiac as she. 
cried ad moaned will& the mcwemencs. 
AUachcd to a bard suetcher, she was lif= up 
to lbe bi&,laway and placed ia lbc Mi510Vla· 
ambulaacc. 

Life Flip& w& Ille 11NPt1laocc ncac Lolo 

Traffic oo Highway 12 was backed up 
about a ball mite in each diJc:aioa foUwin& CM 
accidcac. 

Wbifc weather played ao major role in 
Messaros' accident. freezing rain Thursday · 
morning d,d cause sevual JPinor .tccideaLS in 
tbc Missoula at~ four ao:idcnts. occurr:d be- • 
tween Lolo and Misso• four on ffi&bway 1 
200 and scvca oo I-~ ntar Bonnet. • 

Missoula accidc:at irwesligators reported • 
c.ight ac:cidcnts TbumLJy, iAdudiA,& ODC that • 
IOlallcd a car. 
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OFFICER'S REPORT 
CASE NUMBER: 92016-027 

ORIGINATED BY: SHERIFF NICK ALBERS 
TRANSCRIBED BY: LINDA COX 
MEDIUM USED: IX/TAPE/ /TEXT 

DATE ORIGINATED: 01/17/92 
DATE TRANSCRIBED: 01/17/92 

----~:----------------------------------------

RE: 
LCTN: 

CONTENT 

BCMRT MEDIVAC -- TRUCK-VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
MP 149, US HWY. 12 JAN 2.J 1992 

On 01/16/92, at approximately 1217 hours, the Clearwater County Sheriff's 
Department received a call from ISP Dispatch, Lewiston, Idaho, advising 
that there was a truck/car accident on Highway 12 at approximately 
Milepost 149 and that a Medivac was requested. At or about the same time, 
a call was received from Idaho County Sheriff's Office inquiring as to 
whether we could provide additional extrication equipment for use at the 
site. At approximat~ly the same time, a landline was received from Paul 
Anderson, Bureau Chief, Emergericy Medical Service, Boise, from the State 
Communications Center, St. Alphonus Hospital. He advised that a truck~car 
head-on· accident had occurred at Milepost 149 on State Highway 12. 
Additional assistance was needed, -according to Anderson, possibly in terms 
of extrication equipment. He advised that the truck had hit the car and 
that both vehicles were in the river and that the truck was sitting on top 
of the car. At the time of his call, one subject was still trapped in the 
car with her legs pinned; units at the scene were unable to affect her 
extrication. He also advised that Kooskia Ambulance was en route and that 
additional extrication equipment would possibly be sent from Grangeville. 
He further indicated that the Lifeflight Helicopter from St. Patricks 
Hospitil in Missoula, Montana, was unable to get to the scene, however, an 
ALS Heiicopter from Spokane, Washington, would be responding in support. 

Contact \"Jas then made \"Ji th Ray Reel from Valley Aviation, to set up the 
helicopter for medical evacuation. Tim Norton, a diver for Clearwater 
County .Dive Rescue Team, was .contacted and directed to prepare dive 
equipment for himself plus one extra dry suit for the purpose of flying to 
the site to assist in the extrication and medical evacuation by helicopter . 
of the-one patient. 

At appr.o>:imatel y 1236 hours, t.his Reporting Officer and Tim Norton 
proceeded to Valley Aviation and off loaded all dive and medical gear and 
placed .it in the helicopter. Medicc\l gear consisting of a primar·y F:e:.cue 
Pack, a secondary medical rescue pack, stretcher, blankets, oxygen, MAST 
suit~ and ~xtra IV solutions were also placed on board. We departed the 
Val l~y Aviation Helipad at appr.0>:imately 12~52 hours. t-iJe decided .that \-le 

would flight follow through the Clearwater National Forest, using 
frequencies 1 and 2, while we monitored EMS frequencies 1 and 2. Radio 
traffic to and from the site was poor during the entire incident on all 
frequencies selected. 

At the time of liftoff, we had approximately fifteen hundred foot ceiling 
with rain and fog. The temperture was approximatley forty degrees 
fahrenheit. We had been advised that the roadway at the site was bare, 
snow was melting and the temperture was approximately forty degrees 
fahrenheit with a twenty-five hundred foot ceiling. The on-going flight 
to the:site was hampered due to the existing fog requiring us to fly in 
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CASE NUMBER: 92016-027 

close~ proximity to the river. Between Syringa and Bald Mountain, we were 
contacted by Lifebird helicopter who was en route to the site from · 
Spoka~e, Washington. The pilot acknowledged that he was nine (9) miles 
south ·of Orofino and unable to find a way down through the fog, therefore 
he was going to abort the mission and return to Spokane. ~- During this 
period, we were iontacted by the State Communication Center advising that 
the patient was still trapped and that personnel at the scene indicated 
the patient had respirations of 24 and a pulse of approximately 120. No 
blood pressure was available at this time. 

We were initially instructed to fly to Milepost 149, a location known as 
Colgate Licks, where we could land and offload our equipment to then be 
taken to the site. As we were approaching that location, we were in 
contact with Idaho State Police Officer Kevin Rouse (597) and after doing 
so we decided to go directly to the scene to determine if we could larid at . 
that location. 

Upon arriving at the scene, we were able to land at a location on the" 
highway approximately fifty yards· downriver from the accident site. Tim 
Norton was instructed to put on his dry suit and this Reporting Officer 
proceeded directly to the scene. 

Initially I observed an eighteen wheel cab over truck, blue in color~ with 
flat bed trailer used for hauling grain, _ angled down over the road 
embankm~nt. The cab or tractor portion of the truck was in the river and 
was sitting on top of a small vehicle. The bumper of the tractor was 
located in proximity to the bottom edge of the front windshield of the 
car. Kamiah and Kooskia Ambulances were on site and personnel from the 
respective units were attending the female subject in the driver's ~eat of 
the car. 

Upon approaching the truck and vehicle, the patient was presented in a 
seated position with her legs trapped under the dash. The patient was a 
twenty-eight (28) year old female who was conscious and arousable to 
verbal stimuli. A Philadelphia collar was in place and secured. A Non 
rebreathing mask was on the patient and oxygen was being delivered. An IV 
of Lactated Ringers had been established in the left anticubital fossa and 
approximately five hundred milliliters had been infused. The patient's 
face w~s covered with blood and her head had been dressed and bandaged in 
the region of the frontal lobe. Edema and ecchymosis was noted under both 
eyes. ·Ambulance pefsonnel had been unable to effect the extrication of 
the patient's legs. Both feet and her legs approximately eight inches 
proximal to the ankle were immersed in water. 

A chain had been wrapped around the steering column in preparation for 
pulling the steering wheel. A twelve foot chain had been wrapped around 
the driver's seat in preparation for pulling the seat. A spreader and 
cribbing were observed to the right of the patient's right leg in an 
attempt to raise the dash. The left door post had been cut away from the 
vehicle body. The hatchback of the vehicle was removed. Plywood had been 
set out from the riverbank to the vehicle to help prevent the rescuers 
from working in the water. · It further appeared that the patient"s knees 
had been driven into the dash and the metal framework that supports the 
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steering column. It was believed that a metal shaft had penetrated and 
was embedded in the right leg above the ankle. Movement of the patient 
createctsignificant pain. The patient, although arousable to verbal 
stimuli, was lethargic and shivering. The ambulance personnel were 
requested to get heating devices to insure that the IV solution was kept 
warm anp the o>:ygen heated as much as pos:.ible to p•1,..event · .further 
hypothermia. 

At this time, myself and Tim Norton began a disentanglement process of the 
dash and firewall primarily using tin snips to cut light metal, plastic 
and wiring harnesses. In order to provide for additional work room, it 
was necessary to have the tractor and trailer pulled backwards off the 
car. After pulling it backwards six to eight inches, cribbing was 
applied under the right front wheel of the truck to prevent it from 
dropping down onto the motor of the car. Our concern was, should this 
happen, that it could violently shake the car and the patient and 
furthermore cause the floorboards of the vehicle to buckle and further 
encapsulate the patient's legs. After cribbing the wheel, the truck w~s 
pulled back"Jard another si>: to eight inches. 

We were. able to remove the dash and underlying materials to the left 
instrum.~nt panel, then the instrument panel itself "'as cut loose in pieces 
and finally the speedometer cable was cut. Any piece of the dash or 
firewall to the left and in front of the patient that could be removed~ 
was re~oved. During this disentanglement period, Arrow Ambulance from· 

· Missouia, Montana, arrived on site and subsequently, in cooperation with 
the other ambulance personnel, took over primary patient care. Heat packs 
were p~aced under the arms and on the back of the neck of the patient and 
warm biankets were rotated from the ambulances to the patient to prevent 
further heat lose and hypothermia. 

After clearing the left side of the dash and the instrument panel, we 
placed .a hydraulic wedge on the floorboard left of the patient's left foot 
and against the depressed firewall. The wedge was opened to the maximum, 
then replaced with a spreader. We were able to open the area sufficiently 
to get a hand completely around the patient's foot. The patient was 
unable, upon request, to extract her foot and complained of pain in the 
left thigh area. 

D\Jring _the period heretofpre described, appt-o>dmatel y t"'m to three 
thousand milliliters of IV fluids had been infused and a second IV 
established in the right anticubital fossa. The patient's LDC increased 

-significantly with the aggressi~e fluid resuscitation. A cardiac monitor 
was attached to the patient and the patient was found to be in normal 
sinus rhythum \'d th an elevated rate in e>:cess of one hundred t1i-,enty beats 
per minute. 

We then began to remove the right side of the dash and windshield. After 
this was accomplishe d the spreader, which had been in place, to the right 
of the patient's right leg, was removed and replaced in an effort to push 
the bracket holding the steering column upwards and away from the 
patient's leg. At the same time, and in conjunction with the spreader, a 
comealong \'Jas hooked to the chain ar·ound the steering column to a:-:-ist in 



OFFICER'S REPORT 
CASE· NUMBER: 92016-027 

pulli~q the dash and the steering column bracket upwards. Sufficient room - \ 

was developed through this process to enable Paramedic Paul FitzSimon to · 
get h~~- hc,nd completely at-ound the patient· s right foot. At · thi~- time, 
her pants were cut open from the thigh down ~ast her boot. It was 
observed she had an open fracture of the right femur and.~n open fracture 
of the; right leg where we believed bcith the tibia and fibula had 
perfor~ted the skin and then retracted. 

At this point, because of the ability to freely feel around both.feet, we 
recommended, based upon the lateness of the day and the inability to 
further pull the dash and firewall, that the seat be ~ulled and the 
patient removed. At this time, the patient had been trapped in the 
vehicle for approximately four hours. 

Prior to the pulling of the seat, a regular size half board was placed 
bc-t\.•Jeen the patient and the back of the seat. A pediatric half board was 
then slid underneath the patient"s buttocks to assist in lifting the 
patient and for stabilization during the seat pull. The Arrow Ambulance 
Paramedic requested approval fro~ a doctor at Community Hospital in 
Missoula, Montana, to administer _yalium to the patient prior to the seat 
pull and ultimate extraction. Approval to administer five milligrams IV 
push p~ior to extraction and a second similar amount, if needed, after 
place~~nt and during packaging in the ambulance was given. The paramedic 
was also directed to have a laryngoscope on hand with an endotracheal tube 
available should the patient have respiratory difficulties. To facilitate 
additional room during the extraction, the top was cut off at the left 
front and the left rear posts and the top thereafter was lifted up and 
bent over to the right. A comealong i--,as then set up for the seat pull. 

The patient was administered five milligrams of valium and then the seat 
was pulled rearward although we were unable to break it loose from the 
tracks. We supported the patient"s back and head using the half board 
then laid the back of the seat down to it"s maximum. A long spine board 
was t~en slid down the back of th~ seat to the patient's hips and the 
patient was laid back onto the spine board and the h~lf board was 
removed. With rescue personnel monitoring both feet, the patient was 
pulled in line up the board. A spine board was then laid flat and a 
spider system used to secure her to the board. The board and patient were 
then h~nded off to rescue personnel ~nd onloo~~rs and hand passed up the 
r ·oati en,bankment to the roacl, thereafter she was placed on a gurney and put 
into the Ar-ro1,-J Ambulance for· packaging ·and subsequent transport to · 
Mi. ~-~-ou la. · 

It was decided prior to putting the patient in Arrow Ambulance that we 
would not attempt to medivac the patient to Missoula because of impending 
darkness and the fact that the weather was becoming worse in the area. At 
approximately 1605 hours, after retrieving our gear, we lifted off for 
Orofino. Approximately ten (10) minutes into the flight, we heard 
Lifeflight Helicopter from Missoula, Montana, make contact with Arrow 
Ambulance thereafter, arrangements were made to meet the ground unit near 
the top of Lolo Pass fot- the pur-posf.:- o-f tt-ansfe1·-riny thr? patient. ove,·· to 
their ~-hip. 
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We subsequently attempted to shorten the trip home by climbing out above 
the fo~. In the vicinity of Pete King Creek~ we attempted to get back ' 
do\'m tp the river on the south side, holl',ever, 1,o,e .,,ere unsuccessful and 
then ~d to fly north where we ultimately were able to get into the Pete 
King drainage two (2) to three (3) miles above the mouth of the creek. 
The re~ainder of the flight was uneventful. Ou~ arrival ~t Orofino was at 
·approx~~ately 1712 hours. 

Nick R. Albers~ North Idaho BCMRT 201 
Clearwater County Sheriff"s Office 

NRA/lcc/rk 
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