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The Middle Fork ,· 
~itor's· note: While we do not ordinarily print poetry, we ai:e 

~ akt~g an exception with this poem by John· Carrey, Riggins 
h1st_onan. It was brought into this office by Charley Clelland ·of 
Wm«. . · . 

· This was his first ride on the flying machine, the flying Otter, on . . 
.· a trip thru eternity with Bill Blackmore and Dave Davis.-

In the beautiful month of October 
Bob Cole gave me a call; . , · -

, He hll:cd me to come to Loon· Creek, 
To gwde throughout the fall. · .. - · . . 

••• 
. Well I had a deep seat in the saddle, 
My spurs both socked in the cinch: 
I don't aim1to take any chances, 
And I won't let it budg~ me an inch . 

l 

· So gather around me old packers, ·:· ~ · · It soon started acting plumb loco . · . ; 
I buggareci and was losing m1 sencc: ~ 
It was weaving and flying so crooked : : 

And listen to this story close . . 
. ·. While I tell you about a mustang, · 

Part Otter, part airplanei and ghost. That I thought of a rim rock fence. . ·. ' 
. . 

You might. have heard tdl of Bill Blackmore Now we're high i~ a rimrock country, ; 
And that airship he calls a steed; . . . · ., . . .. ·. _1 _. I think over Deadwood Springs, - . . 

, WeU, he spends bis time with the eagles, ..: --~ · -. , . . :- . ~ -.. ·: · ·. · And I lik~ to fell out of my saddle · \_ .• 
And only comes down for his feed. ,, •. <, · :. , ·" ", -- •: : · __ When ·he started a dipping his wings, . 1 · --> • 

! ' . • · , •·• . • .,.. , : . . f •: . : 4 , • • • , • 

0

) - , _' :· I 

.. He wotks for a man called Bill Harrah . . .. -~, . '. ,: ~ : ,~ · · · I'm riding iny best and I'm busy, J . • / ~ : 
'They have hired him to fly; , . . · · · , ._, \ · ~ ,· _, .. _I'm troubled at keeping my seat; . .. -·~ ·. ·.· : ., ·; 
Bill eats and drinks in the badlands . ::· ·. ·. ·,: He don't need winp for flying . . -~ ._ ·, ; ... 
And ranges atound in the s1:y ._ . · . · , . . . s • • ._,-: : , And, I handy when off of his feet. ,: · ·. ;_ ,, , , 

;~r years Bill has ;orked for~ outfit; · ·: : · / . ~ .;;:··/ He's got ~e ~f ~lind and I W~~~ .. \ , 
Dave's a co-pilot - they say. ~: .' . · , . . ,. · · - -We're flying ar()unrl in big rings; ~ · _;. 
He keeps an eye on the dashboard . : · ' -.- Besides be keeps me a guessin' . . . _ . 
So_thedarnthjngwon'tgetaway. · : .:_ ·,.:-, ... J''!'ad!-Jckingand~~gin'his~ings . . ,. .. 

' .. -. • ~ ~ • • ' .,, ,;.. • • • • • • ' f : ... 1 , ' 

· 1·~wore for the love of my sister, I'd mount it · .. ·· ·· , i grabs me both hands full of leather . . -·, . ' 
If the engine kept running free;· . .- . • :- ·. . ~ · · When a hole in the cloud she went through; · · -~ · 
J~ut this guide had to many clothes on; · · · By golly, J\e starts getting rougher . . • ·: . _ ~ . 
And it was almost the finish of me. · He's spinrung and sunfishing too: , 

If you'll listen, because .,1 ·we dove to the ground like a hyister, ... · ; ._ . :. ... 
I don't know where to begin, ·. · .,·· . -· · 'My ear drums were busted right there; .. · : v :. 

A twin-engine Otter is awful · · · · ·: . Before I could ;~ loose and quit him · . !. < ~ 

.~~ at ti-~es it goes highe~-th~ sin. · \ _, · _> ·-. . . · .... ·,: ··. ~ill ~~~th~ l>ack _up in th: air . .. -<.: _· · ~: _ \ •<~ 
' Well,J crawls in just like he was gentle, . Then he smooths out and keeps on a climbin' ·· 

~ I'm a little bit nervous, you bet, . :. _. : Till away down Marble Creek below _:_ l ..• !._-~ •,; • • • 

· .. But I feel pretty sure lean-ride him · I takr. a good b ok at the mountains~ -=;:·,_ ·: :.:. :::.~ 
. ~C~ the mot~r ain't ru~ning~ ju~t yet, 

1 
• · , , ··<· The 1.>eaks wcrc.· alf covered with snow.: 1

., 1J ·_;,;-!·, , 
• I • , : , ' , ,• ' • • • • ' • •• \ : , .\ . I • • • .' '-• • • , .: ' \ _.> , : I j: - • I ( •; • • -:"•'~:, , _ _ •, •? , 

{ V cry easy, '1 sat down .in the .saddle; · · · ; . · , · -'-.' ·'. : .__, . = _ Then up through the clouds ·he shot it ; _'.> ; •. · .< · '/ 
·.', The seat belt I cinched deep in my hide, :>, ~ · :· ),-; : F-i· -'· l'm plumb white round the gills'to boot: - · .. '} ·= · :::.-' 
.·1t~ktheslackoutofmyspurstraps /; ,. : ~_. .:.·-~: ·_ :·.: __ : __ 1.surewasawishin'_lhadme :-· .·· , ·_.'--:-,·. 

'Cause it looked like a pretty tough ride. · : .:· ·_ · ··. :-·-/ -~ :;, --; ·. ·That ~ing called a parachute. ·. • . . : . . , ·. ·. · < .. ; · 
• · ~ - . , , .: • • ., . 't. . ... .., ,: .... ..r. , ... i..'~ ;:.,~~ .. r . .. •·., .. ~ ~ · . .. ; .1 ,; t/. !'~:i4 

...... , ~ •• • 6 ._;:., •• • • :· .... :: - ·_. ~ · .. • ·:-

·:.· Bill wound up the motor and it snorted .' . ; .. : ~ .. · · __ :: :: 1 -'\~- And then·1 sorta went loco : .• -. ·:···· · . · __ ;. __ .. \ -. 
· ·· . Movedofflikehewaswalkingoneggs ,{; .. ·.: ·--.-: -·: '. · Passedoutinthed~destslcep ,-.·~:~ _·: ·. ·., .~ · , .. · 

; It i~ted, then exploded like a pistol .. ':· 1 
• ~ _- ~·. _. ~ •• ~ . 'Cause when I wakes up I'm laying : :~, · · ... -·- . : .. 

And I see he's _at home, without legs ··~ :· --: ' :· . - ·. .. · : : • At Mid,dl~_fQrk Lodge i~ a heap. ;; .•: h ..,_ _-_ 1 ·.,. • ~ ·, : • • 

• • \ t • •• - • \ ♦ •· • • : • • • -: ~ \: • • ' , • ') • • • : .. ., ~-, .. ;. # -• • • • I I 4 • 0 ► ... , I 

· .. Hard winters, cougars and grlzzlies, · · ~ -·.: .. · ·:· .'. · . . ·-' - Well I knew_ I'd been up with the angels .: ·· · . .' ; 
: Centipedes, rattlers, and such. · · . , . f ·: · ··. ' •. · · But-I wasn't very light on my feet; ,, ,. . ~ · .!· · : · . '" :,. 
-. Scorpions; hunters, and bad whiskey, ;. ' . . 1. , ·. - •· :;, . I think I 1ot.horns like the dev_il : • . . ·-:: . :. ;· ~. 
-~· Compared to this ride; wasn't much . . : .. _-. \ . . .·.~_. .. : ·: Andamouthfitforeatingrawmeat. - -~ ;'· . . ~.i.' .. · 
- I '. • • •• ! • ., • - --;. .) / I ,_. \ ,,, ~ ,I r f, ' • .. •• • • • • . • •• • 7' '" .~ t; .: ► 

_:?w~u;1 th~ught of Bob Cole~·wh~'~ the ~od, ·. - i,· ; • . ·rve shrunk off fwe pounds or'leaf lard t -~:~;/: -~- • • 

... If 1 could just get my hands round his throat; · , ~ ._ ~, . ·· · But I'm her~ on the job with my things: :.~:.. . : ~,,,.. ,. 
. . I thought o'f my poor old Mother , . :- · . · ~ :.- · · · But I'm sure glad to:be here to tell you, , ·; f •. , } ,. .• 

· _: >Jid the last long letter she wrote. . · ·. Stay off of those horses with wings. . ~ : T.. • ..: : 

: ___ • , ··, \,:,·. / ~_:.__-:. -~•: __ ·:· · ·, .. { ; ·_ ,: .<:Amen. John Ca.rfey. '-_L ~- • 
... : ... •. r - .-. :1'• :~-: _,.,.:/'~·-..,• ........ _- ,':_ . ,• ,:... :~ • 
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