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Dear Mr. Ables: 

At the request of the Salmon National Forest Wilderness 
Planning Team, we have completed a review of all airports locat
ed in the river of no return wilderness area. A copy of this 
review is enclosed. 

We have also reviewed your 11-25-81 correspondence concerning 
the operation of the airport at Taylor Creek Ranch. We have sever
al comments which we hope will assist you in being able to obtain 
your desired classification and use of the airport. 

First, it appears that the University is in violation of Title 
21, Section 115 of the Idaho Code and Paragraph 3.2.3a of Idaho 
Aeronautical Regulation No. 3 (copy enclosed). Basically, this 
regulation states that any airport that allows a commercial opera
tion to be conducted on the airport, said airport shall be con
sidered public use. 

The hunting concession as mentioned in your letter probably 
falls under the definition of a commercial operation. From this 
standpoint, we would suggest that you complete your negotiations 
to phase the hunting operation out as soon as possible. 

The Idaho Division of Aeronautics is the primary agency with
in the State for the dissemination of aeronautics information to 
the public. With your concurrence, we would like to revise the 
Taylor Ranch Airport listing in the Idaho Airport Facilities Dir
ectory as follows: 

over ... 
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TAYLOR RANCH VALLEY COUNTY 

Located 114° 50' - 45° 06', on Lower Big Creek. Runway 
09/27, 2300'xl00'; Gravel & Turf, Elevation 3760'. 

Taylor , Ranch Airport is operated by the Univ~rsity of 
Idaho in support of the Wilderness Research Center 
located at Taylor Ranch. Current research activities 
limits the airport to Emergency Use Only by the general 
public. Contact the University of Idaho (Telephone 208-
885-6441) for further information. 

We believe the above listing would alleviate your problem 
with uninvited landings as well as inform the public as to the 
reasons for the restrictions. Your comments or suggestions are 
invited. 

Presently, we do not show Taylor Ranch on the Idaho Aero
nautical Chart. The Great Falls Aeronautical Chart shows Taylor 
Ranch as being a restricted airport. Our next revision of the 
Idaho Chart will conform to the Great Falls Sectional listing. 

We also seem to have an elevation discrepancy for Taylor 
Ranch. The Idaho Facilities Directory shows 3760', the FAA 5010 
Record Data Sheet has 3500', and the Great Falls Sectional in
dicates 3835'. Perhaps you could provide us with the proper 
airport elevation. 

The FAA 5010 Data Sheet should be changed to show the air
port classification as "Publically owned, closed to the public" 
instead of the current classification of "Privately owned, closed 
to the public". 

In order to bring our airport file up to date, we would like 
to make an on site record data inspection of the Taylor Ranch. 
This inspection would be concurrent with ~ur other back country 
airport inspections scheduled for this summer. 

over ... 
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In summary, we would like to see the University clear up 
the exclusive rights problem with the hunting concession, es
tablish a published policy of airport use for dissemination to 
pilots, and bring the airport record data file up to date. 

Please keep us informed of your progress concerning these 
matters. 

Encls. 
LAH/vp 
cc: L. H. , W. P. , J. H. 

Sincerely, 

WORTHIE M. RAUSCHER 
Administrator 

~°'· \~ 
LARRY A. HIPPLER 
Airport Development 



3.2.2 Regulation Semantic s 

a. SHALL - A mandatory condition. Where certain require
ments in the regulation are described with the "shall" 
stipulation, it is mandatory that these requirements 
be met. 

b. SHOULD - ·An advisory condition. Where the word "should" 
is used, it is considered to be advisable usage, recom
mended but not mandatory. 

c. MAY - A permissive condition. No requirement for confor
mance thereto is intended. 

3.2.3 Airport Usage Terminology 

a. Public Use Airport - This airport may be either publicly 
~r privately owned. An airport is c~~~idered _EubZic use _ 
~f the general public uses or is invited to use the air~ 
port without restriction or if commercial operations as 
d~~~ned in these regulations are conducted on the air
P?~.!., or if the number of operations would require a per
mit in the interest of public safety regardless of 
ownership. A public use airport shaZZ have an Idaho 
Airport Perrni t. 

b. Publicly Owned, Private Use Airport - This airport is 
· owned by a government agency and is used by that agency 
in the conduct of its governmental functions. 

c. Privately Owned, Private Use Airport - An airport, pri
vately owned, used only by the owner and occasional 
invited guests. 

d. Special Use Airport - This airport is similar to the 
privately owned, private use airport except that the 
airport is used by the owner in the conduct of his busi
ness. Examples of airports in this category are fire 
fighting, inspection service, etc. Use by other than 
owner and operator and occasional invited guests will 
place this type of airport in the public use category, 
except that the owner may contract for services to be 
performed for him by others at a special use airport. 
For example, the owner of a special use airport may con
tract with the operator of an aircraft to fly in supplied 
or spare parts for use by the owner of the special use 
airport. 

3.2.4 Airport Classification/D signation 

a. Permanent Facilities 

(1) Landing Strip - The lowest class airport recognized 
by the State of Idaho, a landing strip, is suitabl~ 
for normal use under favorable conditions by light, 
single-engine, one to four place aircraft. Landing 
strips include the following usages: 
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TI\YLOR CREEK RANCl-1 

LOCATION: 

O\✓NERSH IP AND 
ACCESS: 

CLASSIFICATION: 

USE: 

MAINTENANCE 
REQUIREMENTS: 

STONEBRAKER RANCH 

LOCATION: 

OvJNERSH IP AND 
ACCESS: 

CLASSIFICATION: 

USE: 

LOWER BIG CREEK, LAT. 45° 06', 
LONG. 114° 50'. 

STATE OF IDAHO, UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO, 
CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC. 

EMERGENCY, UTILITY. 

TAYLOR CREEK, I S ADM HI I STER ED BY THE 
UN IVERS l TY OF IDAHO BOARD OF REGEl·HS. 
IT SERVES AS ACCESS TO THE ADJACENT 
WILDERNESS RESEARCH CENTER OPERATED BY 

-THE UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO. 

THE AIRPORT IS CLOS~D TO THE PUBLIC BE
CAUSE OF THE SENSITIVITY OF THE RESEA~CH 
ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT AT THE CENTER. IT 
IS ASSUMED THIS STATUS WILL REMAIN AS 
LONG AS THE RESEARCH CENTER IS IN OPERATION. 
SHOULD THE STATUS OF THE RESE/\RCH ACTIVITIES 
CHANGE, THE DlVISlON OF AERONAUTICS WOULD 
REQUEST THE UNIVERSITY TO OPEN THE AIRPORT 
TO PUBLIC USE. 

THE UNIVERSITY IS CURRENTLY MAINTAINING THE 
AIRPORT TO A STANDARD WHICH IS SATISFACTORY 
FOR ITS OWN USE. IT I S ASSUMED THAT THJS 
MAINTENANCE ACTIVITY WILL CONTINUE. 

/\PP POX J MA TE LY ONE M [ L. E NOR TH OF C I i AM IJ E R L I t· J 

IJ/\ S I t✓• 

ST ATE OF I DA t-10 , DE PART MEN T OF F I SH A ~m GAME , 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR EMERGENCY USE ONLY. 

EMERGENCY USE Ot-.JL Y. 

S TON E R R /\ K E R M LI\ DO\✓ S /\L) ~J /\ C L: NT H) ·1 ~ IF O L D 
S TON E 1:3 f1 /\ K E R R Id' J C H !JOE S NCH /\ I"' f 1 f /\ R /\ S /\ 
DES I G NATE D A I RPO RT ON RECENT A I R Ff, C I L I TY 
MA l·WA L S OR A E. RON/\ UT I CAL CH ART S . T HR OU G H -
OUT TH YEARS, OCC/\SION/\L AIRCRAFT OPERA
TIONS HAVE BEEi~ CONDUCTED FROM THIS SITE. 

MOST 0~ THE OPERAflONS WERE CONUUCTED IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH RANCH SUPPLY TRIPS. THE 
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