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Willys’ Wilderness Battles
Recalled by Photographs

By EARL WILLSON

YELLOW PINE—Thias story
is exclusively about a produc-
tive parcel of land In the remote
South Fork of the Salmon
River, and a couple which
squatted there in 1895, after de-
clding to quit trying to make
a living and rear a family in
the old placer mining town of
Warren.

The accompanylng photo-
graphs were taken many years
after Mr. and Mrs. S. A. (Sim)
Willy had the fortitude to tackle
a wilderness areca and then bit
by bit, using most primitive
halrlid tools cultivated the virgin
soil.

They propogated their primi-
tive surroundings with off-
spring, and continued to extend
that cultivation and production
into a diversified crop of hay,
vegetables, {ruits and finally a
sizeable herd of cattle.

A photograph of the entire
family is included among others
Sathered in ‘many exhaustive

ays of research. Some of them
supposedly were lost because of
fires or indifference to their fu-
ture value.

Pretty Complets

Now, however, we have a
pretty complete . pictorial atory
of this ploneer family, and
Wllly's previous entrance into
Warren where he was enga%ed
in placer mining with is
brother, the _Ilate Norman
Willy, who later became the
first governor of Idaho.

This writer had personel fiyst-
hand contact with this family
as early as 1910.

Later, too, we recall a suf-
ficlent Increase In the number

Pine postmaster and founder of
village, Albert C. Behne.

Recently the photograph was
turned over to the writer b{
Mrs. Kissinger, just long enoug
to have a duplicate made for
publishing.

It was, however, through dil-
igent research, that these three
photographs were resurrected,
and now they will he as & per-
manent reminder nf this old and
productive homestead where the
old folks are Interred with two
of their children.

During this writer's research
last winter we were unable- to
locate a single photograph of
the famlly, because they either
were destroyed In residentlal
fires or lost through indiffer.
ence or just platn carelessness,
Rarely Possible

Rarely is it possible to get a
photograph that Includes nearly

every member of a {famlly born|.

and rearcd within the confines
of a comparatively small area
or adjacent to It.

However, the accomparwlng
grour photograph . of the Wlily
family 1s an exception, and
these family plctures will no
longer be lost tn posterity be-
cause eventually they will be-
come permanently filed with the
Idaho - Historical Soclety In
Bolse. - .

This writer was indeed for-
tunate also to recelve' the ac-
companyiig photograph from
Mrs. Zumwalt before this story
wag submitted for publication,
And, quite likely Mrs. Zum.
walt's plcture 1 recall many
nostailglc memories around
Boise.

MR. AND MRR R. A. WILLY and family are shown here as

they appeared mometime about the turn of the century, One

daughter, Edith, had dled and was burled on the ranch many

years before, Gathered together itn one of those rare mo-

ments free of work were from left to right Mr. Willy,

Blanche, Argle, Mra. Willy, Mm;{, Pearl, George, Ernest,
Raymond and Warner.
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