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A recent review of my files revealed the enclosed clipping which might be 
desired by the School of Forestry for historical purposes. 

I was forest ranger on the South Fork of Salmon Ranger District, Idaho 
National Forest, during the summer of 1927. The Willy Ranch was 13 miles 
by horse trail upriver from the South Fork Ranger Station. This station was 
located where the auto road from McCall to BigCreek crossed the SouthFork of 
Salmon River. 

Official travel took me to the Willy Ranch on numerous occasions and I became 
well acquainted with the family. The family had dwindled to four members at 
that time--the father Simon Willy, son Warner, daughter Pearl and a 2-year 
old child who Pearl was mothering for a sister. 

The Willys had about 25 head of cattle and Warner and I spent a couple of d~ys 
locating salt grounds for better distribution of cattle and improved range man­
agement. The Willys put up about 10 tons of hay, since it was usually neces­
sary to feed for 6 or 8 weeks each winter. 

The ranch lay on the north side of the South Fork on a bench sloping to the 
river and was partially irrigated by water from Sheep Creek, a small stream 
east of the ranch. There were about 20 acres under ditch. The Willys always 
had an excellent garden and a large cherry orchard which brought· neighbors for 
20 miles at harvest time. The nearest neighbor was the Fritzer family, six 
miles up theSouth Fork. 

One evening the discussion fell to prohibition and Mr. Willy said, "We'll see 
how the new ranger stands on prohibition." He then proceeded to bring out a 
jug of cherry wine and poured each a water glass full. It slipped down easily 
and next day my companion remarked, "One more glass of that and a fellow 
wouldn't be able to hit the ground with his hat." I was there on several later 
occasions, but _no wine was forthcoming. 

The Willys made two trips to McCall, about 50 miles by horse, each year for 
supplies. Why they didn't have them sept out via the South Fork Ranger Station 
I'll never know, but guess they wanted to visit McCall. 



PAGE TWO 

Willys' Wilderness Battles 
Recalled by Photographs 
By EARL WILLSON Pine p0!1tmaster and founder of 

YELLOW PJNE-Thl!! story vlUage, Albert C. Behne. 
111 exclusively about a produc- Recently the photograph was 
tlve parcel of land In the temote turned over to the writer by 
South Fork of the Salmon Mrs. Kissinger, just long enough 
River, and a couple which to have a duplicate made for 
squatted there In 1895, after de- publhihlng. 
cldlng to quit trying to make It was, however, through dll­
a living and rear a family In !gent research, that these three 
the old placer mining town of photographs were resutt"ected, 
Warren. and now they wtll bP. as a per-

The accompanying photo- manent reminder of this old and 
graphs were taken many years productive homestead where the 
alter Mr. and Mre, S. A. (Sim) old folks are Interred with two 
Willy had the fortitude to tackle of their children. 
a wilderness area and then bit During this writer's research 
by bit, using most prlmJUve last winter we were tinable- to 
hand tools cultivated the virgin locate a single photograph of 
soil.. . the family, because they either 

They propagated their prim!- were destroyed In residential 
tlve surroundings with off. fires or lost through lndlller­
sprlng, and continued to extend ence or. just plain carelessness, 
that cultivatlon and production Banly Po..lble 
Into a diversified crop of hay, Rarely Is It possible to get a 
Vegetables, fruits and finally a photograph that lncl.udes nearly 
1Jzeable herd of cattle. • every member of a family born . 

A photograph of the entire and reared within the conflnt'S 
family Is included among others of a comparatively small area 
gathered In 'many exhaustive or adjacent to ll 
days of research. Some of them However, the accompanying 
gupposedly were Jost because of R:roup photograph , of the WIiiy 
fires or lndlff.erence to their fu, family Is an exception, and 
ture value. these family pictures wtll no 
Pretty Complete lonjl'.er be 10\l!t to posterity be-

Now, however, we have a cause eventually they wlfl be­
pretty complete, pictorial story come permanenUr filed wtth the
of this pioneer family, and Idaho . Hlston{'8. Society In 
Willy's previous entrance Into BoJse. 
Warren whez:e he was engaged This writer was. lnderd for­
In placer mining with his tunate al!!o to receive• the ac­
br<'ther, _the . l�te , Norman comp11nyh:.st photograph .fTom 
Wllly,' who later became the Mrs. Zumwalt before this story 
1Jt9t governor of Idaho. . was submitted for publication, 

This writer had personal first• And, quite likely Mrs. Zurn­
hand contact with this family walt'a picture wUI recall many 
as early as 1910. nostalgic m e m o r I e s around 

Later, too, we recall a suf- Bollie. 
flclent Increase In the. number • • •

BOISE, IDAHO, SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEI\IBER 22, 1963 

1"R. ·ANP J\IR� Fl. A. WJJ,f,".." and family are 1h01m here 1111 l
they appeared 1Jometlme about the tum or the centul'f. One 
daughter� E4Hh. had died and was burled on the ranch many 
years before. Gathered together In one of thoiM, rare mo­
menta free of work were from left to right Mr. WIiiy, l 
Blanche, Af'lle. Mra. WIiiy, Mnry, Pearl, Oeor1e, Ernet11t. 

Raymond 11nd \V11rner. 



ot cnuaren m me taniuy to en· 
tltle them to have a school on 
the ranch under the very cap­
able tutoring of Mrs. Mary 
<Charles) Zumwalt with whom . 
we lost contact over the many 
years that elapsed. 

Then . recently when we were . 
. about to give up finding· her, 
or anything about her, a letter 
from her in The Sunday States­
man revealed her present resi­
dence as Loa Angeles. 

This letter told of her teach• 
Ing at the Willy and Duston 
~es. But she had a vast 
teaching career all the way 
from Weiser to the Sewn Devils 
Mountaina. where she organized 
school districts in old mining 
camps, and even became a part 
of the gold rush into the then 
boom in g Thunder Mountain 
areas of Idaho. 
Wild Wen Opened 

At one point in her letter, 
Mrs. Zumwalt. who is in her 
90s, said when she wu 16 years 
old in 1889, the Wild West was 
beinc opened to settlers. so she 
and her husband. Charles, took . 
the second train out of Chicago 
over the newly finished Nonh­
em Pacific Railroad to Tacoma. 
and later helped. open up the 
Northwest Territory. 

This Writer knew Mrs. Zum­
walt when she wu teaching on 
the South Fork and her hu• 
band, Charles, or "Zu" as he 
wu more commonly called. 

He drove stage into Warren 
durinJ the summer months and 
mushed it into Warren behind 
mail dogs and also over Elk 
Creek summit into the then ac­
tive but remote postofflce ot 
Edwardsburg. 

t..ter. alter the loss of an 
only son. Huber. in the First 
World War. Mrs. Zumwalt be­
came active in Red Crou work 
at Boise. 

Incidentally, too, we have ~ 
liable information to the effect 
that a Veterans of Forei1tn 
Wars post in or near Nampa 
was dedicated u the Huber 
Zumwalt Post. 
l>Merves Credit 

In submittinJ the accompany­
lni photograph of the Willy 

·ranch with its orisonal log Stl'UC· 
tures, Harry Withers of Yellow 
Pine deserves credit as the 
donor. 

The other rare pho&ograph of 
Mr. and Mrs. Willy. while dis­
playing a product of the remote 
11nd isolated ranch. was at one 
time th@ propeny of the Yellow 

1· 

BARD WORK and detenninadoa, with the uautanee of 
bud tools. wen wbai ~Ir. and Mn. S. A. (Sam l WIiiy used 
to ruM th.. plump pampklna on their raneb IOIIIMime 
after the turn of the centurJ. The land wu praduetlve but 
._, remote and primitive. The memben of a tarp family 

~tribuwd their effort. to their livelihood. 
~ ~;j:~~?'~~:;":-:-<:'.•.··.~ ·=:~-·- -·;-::-•:;:.-:: ... : ,; .. ~: '.:~-->-❖•t•:.:~:::- ~ 

'i 
PIONEER TEACHER. )In. 
)I a r y ( Charles I Zumw&lt 
tau~ht her clUIM!S In remote 
placet1 In ldahft'a Mriy days. 
For a while she taucht the 

! WUly children in a rourta toe 
outhuildln,r tha& sened u a 
schoolhouse and cluuoom 
alt.er the tum of the century, 
when hard work and lndMdu• 
aHsm were the neceulties of 

lite. 
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