
• Simple water sources, such as hand pumps, 
if they existed before wilderness designation, 
may be kept and maintained. 
• Pit or vault toilets serviced· by nonmotorized 
or nonmechanical transport may be added where 
human waste disposal problems cannot be 
corrected by dispersing or limiting visitors. 

Commercial Service Facilities 

Commercial services needed for proper use 
and enjoyment of the wilde..rpess are allowed 
under special use permits, and certain manmade 
installations may be allowed for these services. 
• Outfitter camp permits · may allow hitching 
racks and corrals made of native material at 
approved locations. These facilities should be 
designed so they can be easily dismantled, if 
necessary, at the end of a season. 
• Tent frames with board flooring, wood sidings, 
or built-in bunks used by a permittee are not 
generally allowed. However, if their use was 
authorized in the season before wilderness 
designation, then they may continue to be used 
until replacement or major repair work is needed 
or until their continued use would cause damage 
ta wilderness resources. New installations of 
this nature will not be permitted. 

This is the picture as it might apply to you 
personally on a visit to the wilderness. But don't 
be surprised to see some other activities that 
don't seem to fit the wildernese concept we've 
described! 

Nonemergency Exceptions 

As mentioned earlier, the Forest"Supervisor 
may allow motorized vehicles, equipment, and 
mechanical transport to be used in case of 
emergency, such as fighting dangerous forest 
fires or saving lives. In addition, a number of 
nonemergency uses of motorized equipment will 
be possible. 
• Weather stations existing when the area was 
designated a wilderness may remain, as long as 
the operating agency agrees· that each time a 
device needs replacing it will be converted to 
miniaturized equipment and camouflaged. 
• Aerial fish stocking programs that were in 
operation by State game~~ fish agencies before 
wilderness designation may-;continue with 
Forest Service approval. 

• State agencies reintroducing animals in a 
Forest Service-approved project may use 
mechanical transport, including helicopters, if 
the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 
determines that the reintroduction is desirable 
and that no practical alternative mode of 
transportation exists. 
• Aircraft and motorboat use may continue if 
their use was established before wilderness ' 
designation and if the wilderness management 
plan shows that continued use is necessary and 
proper in the wilderness,. 

Congress specifically allowed certain other 
well-established uses to continue within the 
wilderness system. 
• Improvements for grazing are permissible 
when needed to protect wilderness resources. 
(Livestock grazing is permitted where such use 
was established before the wilderness was 
designated.) 
• Prospecting for minerals and location of 
mining claims is permitted through December 31, 
1983, under The Wilderness Act. Mining 
operations on proven or patented claims are 
permitted indefinitely. 
• Hunting and fishing are allowed under State 
and Federal laws and regulations. 
• New water projects or parts of projects are 
prohibited except on specific authorization by 
the President. Existing water developments 
must be made compatible with the wilderness 
environment or be removed. 

Co11.clusio11. 

Despite these recognitions of human presence, 
naturalness is still the most important 
characteristic for a wilderness. Because of the 
continuing spread of human imprint on the land, 
naturalness is probably more important now 
than it was in 1924 when the Forest Service 
set aside part of the Gila National Forest in 
New Mexico as the Nation's first wilderness. 
The Forest Service, with more than half a 
century of experience in wilderness 
management, is continuing to seek ways to 
assure the benefits of an enduring wilderness 
resouroe for future generations of Americans. 
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The call of the wild is being heard by more 
and more people every day. Americans are 
seeking the solitude of a wilderness for a 
weekend, a week, or even longer in the National 
Forests, National Parks, and National Wildlife 
Refuges. For some, this may be a new 
experience, for others, a frequent occurrence. 
Regardless of how many or how few visits you 
make to a wilderness, however, you probably 
have questions about its use and management. 

The purpose of this pamphlet is to answer 
those questions about wilderness in the National 
Forests. After reading this pamphlet, we hope 
you will better understand what a wilderness 
is and how the Forest Service, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, with your help, tries to keep it 
wild. 

Wltat is Wilde111.ess? 

Your first question might be: "What exactly 
is wilderness ?" People view wilderness in 
their own, personal way. Some consider any 
wooded area, including their community park, 
as a wilderness. Others feel it must be miles from 
civilization in the deepest, darkest forest. 
Wilderness means many things to many people. 
This brochure, however, is focused on just the 
formal, congressionally designated wilderness. 
The National Wilderness Preservation Act of 
1964, defines a wilderness as an area of 
undeveloped federally owned land, designated 
by Congress, that has the following 
characteristics: 
• It is affected primarily by the forces of 
nature; it is an area where people visit but do not 
remain. It may contain ecological, geological, 
or other features of scientific, educational, 
scenic, or historical value. 
• It possesses outstanding opportunities for 
solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of 
recreation. 
• It is an area large enough so that continued 
use will not change its unspoiled, natural 
condition. 

That's what you can expect when you visit a 
wilderness. Usually you will not find readymade 
campsites, picnic areas, or ski facilities. The 
exceptional natural qualities you do find in 
.wilderness areas wouldn't last for long without 
some help. So that's where Forest Service 
management comes in. 

Objectives of Wilde111.ess Maqagetttettt 
Certain specific management objectives are 

followed by the Forest Service in managing 
wilderness. These are: 
• To perpetuate for present and future 
generations a long-lasting system of high 
quality wilderness that represents the natural 
ecosystems found in the National Forest System. 
• To provide opportunities for public use, 
enjoyment, and understanding of a wilderness 
experience. 
• To maintain plants and animals native to 
the area by protecting complete communities 
of plant and animal life. 
• To maintain watersheds in a healthy condition. 
• To protect threatened or endangered plant 
and animal species. 
• To maintain the primitive character of 
wilderness as a benchmark for comparison with 
lands that have been developed. 

th,e Objectives ht Actiott 
In broad terms, following these objectives 

means that practices that could alter the natural 
qualities of wilderness will not be permitted. 
For example, there will generally be: (1) No 
use of motor vehicles, mechanical transport, 
and motorized equipment; (2) no buildings, 

roads, powerlines, de~loped public recreation 
facilities, or other permanent manmade 
structures; (3) no timber harvesting; and (4) 
no tampering with vegetation for watershed, 
wildlife, or forage purposes. 

But there are exceptions, designed to benefit 
both the wilderness and humans. For example, 
if there are no good alternatives: 
• Fires may be fought with mechanical 
equipment, if they threaten life or property. 
(In cases where fire is needed to maintain 
natural ecological systems in wilderness, they 
may be allowed to burn under close surveillance 
if prescribed conditions of humidity, 
temperature, topography, fuels, etc. are met). 
• Insect and disease epidemics may be controlled 
with the latest technologies available. 
• Certain manmade structures may be installed 
to protect the soil, water, or vegetation. 
• Motorized vehicles may be authorized for 
use in search and rescue operations. 

Otltef H ntttatt Inuu1ttts 
The Forest Service also permits certain kinds 

of facilities in the wilderness as long as they 
do not adversely affect the area. 

Visitor-Use Facilities 

Visitor-use facilities are permitted only as 
needed to, protect and manage the wilderness 
resources. 
• Trails to protect soil, water, and biological 
resources, and to distribute visitors are 
permitted throughout the wilderness. 
• Bridges that prevent damage to a creek or 
river bank, or protect a visitor from hazard are 
provided. 
•As a general rule, shelters are not built. Any 
that existed at the time of wilderness designation 
are maintained until they need major repair or 
their continued use begins to downgrade 
wilderness resources. Then they are removed. 
(Cabins and shelters that exist now in vast and 
remote areas, such as Alaska's potential 
wilderness, may be exceptions. In such cases, 
cabins may be continued or even expanded.) 
• Camping may be restricted if too many people 
begin using the same areas and wilderness 
resources are damaged by such things as 
excessive trampling of soil and vegetation or 
fouling of streams and lakes. 
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FC--RNRW
MANAGEMENr· 
ORGANIZATION· 

CHANGES IN 
REGULATIONS 

WILDERNESS 
AIRSTRIPS 

PRIVATE LAND 
ACCESS 

A USFS AdmiistalllMt Study Report was completed in July which outtines recom
ma11d11ial.- for managamant of the Frank Church-River of No Return 
Wlldernass(FC-RNRW). The number of Forests and Ranger Districts directly in
YONed in mamgaman1 wil be reduced. A coordi l8lOr position will be established 
to guide-managan111._· Faw key ObjectNes were iderdied: 1) Fully implement 
FC-RNRW Ma taglffllnl Plan. 2) Achieve consistency of management belWe8n 
lSU 3) Appmpri■IBt;, DOllllder cost efflclelacy. 4) Adequately fund management 
and fflOllilcn~ 

Pan a the S8alament agraerntd belween the Chief d the Forest Service and the 
ldaho-0.-.,i ■ld·-Guldle at11ocilllon.• lncl11dee a proviSiOn to evaluale non-
88811 ... faclllal in lhe Vlldama 11 ., The Chief endorsed planS to evaluae admin-
istrative-.... lll dallrmi■ - 1 -~ ....... mininun«naces1a,-tar;VJ1del■III , .... . 
acnillilllllloi,tlllltothelChedulad·removalotalold bonayawds, cbnpeandwile-- . 
fromdnlllllb ... _bf:189'LWeJ>aganlhlstaskbyremovingold'bolitlf&datt · 
from the Chanlbadaln and Cold M11dowa-adl111tllllb-. lilel:~ · .. ,-

A proposed cha1 age in the Code of Federal Rage llaliolm (CFR) ctarifias the defini
tion of-Med'lllical tnll8p()lt9 which .. prohibited In WldameSS. The new-deftni
tion would read - followa. • ... deviCIIUIUCh - bicyclas, hang glidal9, wtlaalad 
cans, and Olherlamsd11lgned to CB/Ir/ people or aupplaa and pouuared by eilhar
·1101 llvi'1 or -aMng- l)OMlf~ Commenlson the changel ma,.be submit
ted to the Chlaf-d the Forest 8eMce urd Decembef 31,.1990. 

Tharehasallobaan a8paclal0rderlsaued prohlblllngthe use of l8llng on lands . 
admillabnd bf U.S.F.S. 

Wlldemess users need to be aware of the reguladon which lrnlbnllN,ona...._, 
no more than 14 days. , 

Three antrtp manananca days were held this year and proved to be a BIG 
SUCC B 11 Many dyou may have noticed that the old outhOuS8 at cabin Creek has 
been replaced by a new one. Our priority tor the spring of 1991 is to complete 
construction d the toilet taciltlaa at Soldier Bar and Install one at Chamberlain. If 
you are i ltar88ted In taking pan ln any of the ainltrtp manenanca days please 
contact us prior to May for the ,._.enance dales • individual airstripl. 

The District wil resolve the status of the recreadon facilitieS at the Chambartain 
Airstrip, the existi 1g facilillaa are in need of repair or removal 

The owner/oparaor ot the Yellow Gem Opal Mine which is located on private land 
in the Morunerul Creek draNge, is requaadng apprcwa1 tor construction of a 
road to his property. To 8bly updal8d on this issue you can be placacl on the 
mailing lilt by COi ltacti tg the Krassa1 Ranger Oislrict. at P. 0. Box 1028, McCall. 
Idaho 83638 or (208) 634-1463. 



FISHERIES 

SOUTH·FORW· 
R AD. 
CONSTRUCTION.., 

Payette National Foreat 
Kra...a.Rang~Dlatrlct 

P.O. Box 1028 
Mccall, Idaho 83838 

Stream habal manila■ ag continued in the Wilderness on Chambertain Creek. the 
West Fork at Chambertain Creek. McCaMa Creek. Monumeral Creek and Marble 
Creek. This moniloring inCII DNt core sampli ag, cobble embeddedness tech
niques and W8l8r chemistry sampling. The data col ed is used to measure 
[)OSlib&e 8'lec:aa at mining and provides baseline infon ation. 

A section at •193as- Snowshoe Mine dam waaremoved to eliminate .. ny possible 
barriers to anadromous and resident fish apecies in Crooked Cree . 

Conslrucllorrll llalecl to begin this Spring on the South Fork Road. Due to this 
profect; roactclollne ar rasll'lcdol• to travalera will be encountered from June 
throughilep11111bar. Bebe plala1ing a trip to the backcountry, you may want to 
obtain fllther,• lbmallon by contacting the Krassal Ranger District 

J YEO 

DEPT FISH & WILDLIFE RES 
MOSCOW ID 83843 
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Newsletter Mailing 
List 

Please use the attached pre-addressed response form when responding 
to our general inquires or to otter input on any of the more specific 
issues facing us. We welcome any questions or comments, and Indicate 
your continued Interest In receiving our newsletter, or we wlll have 
to drop you from our malllng 11st. We try and update the mailing list 
annually by using trailhead registration. 

WILDERNF.SS MANAGER--KRASSEL R.D. 

P.O. BOX 1026 PAYETTE N.F. 

MCCALL, IDAHO 

name: -------------address: -----------city: -------------state: ______ zip: ___ _ 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS: 

f . .. I 

I would like to receive future 
newsletters. 

Remove my name from your 
mailing list. 
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"Wilderness to the people of America is 
a spiritual necessity, an antidote to 
the high pressure of modern life, a 
means of regaining serenity and 
equilibrium." Sigurd Olson 
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