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Introduction 

Founded in 1972 and coordinated by the University's 
College of Forestry, Wildlife and Range Sciences, the 
Wilderness Research Center is unique among institutions of 
higher learning. Its resources extend far beyond the 
Moscow campus to include a field station (Taylor Ranch} 
on Big Creek, a tributary of the famed Middle Fork of the 
Salmon River in the River of No Return Wilderness Area; 
a field station on Payette Lake at McCall, Idaho ( Forestry 
Summer Camp}; and a field station in extreme northern 
Idaho (Clark Fork Ranger Station}. Moreover, the Center 
has obtained cooperation from both state and federal land 
management agencies for use of various administrative and 
research facilities in Idaho and surrounding states. Idaho 
not only contains more designated wilderness than any 
state except Alaska, but is also surrounded by other major 
wilderness areas and national parks of the West. 
Accordingly, the Wilderness Research Center offers a 
unique opportunity to contribute national and inter
national leadership in wilderness research and education. 

In addition to the physical resources at its disposal, 
the Wilderness Research Center is supported by faculty in 
air disciplines of the College (fisheries, forest products, 
forestry, range, wildlife, and wildland recreation}. 
Excellent cooperation from other units and disciplines 
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within the University of Idaho, and from other universities 
lends the multidisciplinary breadth and depth essential for 
comprehensive studies of wilderness. The expertise avail
able to the Center is unsurpassed by any institution in the 
West. 
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Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of the Wilderness Research Center is to 
foster research and educational activities which will lead to 
a broader understanding of the structure and function of 
natural ecosystems and of man's relationship to them. The 
role of the Center is not one of advocacy, but rather one of 
gathering and disseminating knowledge of the wilderness 
resource and its values. 

General Research Objectives 

Implicit within the wilderness concept is the absence 
of artificial disturbance; therefore, research which promotes 
insight into long-term natural phenomena and ecosystem 
dynamics is a guiding principle. Certainly, inventory and 
descriptive studies are also important. However, emphasis 
will be placed on comparative and experimental investi
gations that will yield information useful and valuable to 
the management of man-altered environments. 

At the same time, specific criteria defining the limits 
of man's multiple activities compatible with wilderness are 
urgently needed; accordingly, research to define impacts 
and limits to use of wilderness is encouraged. Wilderness 
also involves aesthetical concepts associated with the 
relationship of people to the natural world, and studies 
designed to further our understanding of aesthetical and 
philosophical attitudes toward nature will be promoted. 
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Specific Research Directions 

Wildlife: natural population regulation, competitive 
relationships, ecology of rare and endangered 
species. 

Fire: chronological history, impacts, plant successional 
responses, animal responses. 

Mountain Lakes and Streams: natural dynamics, including 
limnology and aquatic life. 

Forests: dynamics of forest stands, including the role of 
natural disturbances. 

Grasslands: ecology of mountain meadows, ecological 
succession and concept of steady state. 

Genetic Resources: comparative studies of 
in unmanaged and managed 
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