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·_Calendar Thunder City, Idaho - another gateway to nowhere 
Today·•· Thunder City, like many an­

...._.......,.. _ 1:30 to 7:30 o.m.. other Idaho town built during a 
w..g .. ShoOOing c.r-. F•- A- gold rush, had its moment in his­
"":.,. ,_,.,,.. .. IIIUdl ....,,_.,.. _ tory. then faded until it was only a 
, o.m .. YWCA. 720 w. watw1g1an SI. Dot memory. The Thunder Mountain 
Taffin. C.P.1.w .. will~..,,.,_ ,nto,. gold excitement that spawned it -=:~~ <:-,t Ctlol• _ 1 drew thousands of prospectors 
o.m .. a..ut11u1 s.,,o, L.,_an o.,,cn. 291, and miners mto the remote moun-
E. BoiN A ... . 236-3620. tains of central Idaho in the early 
•-·• ..,._ ,=.....,. - ~30 a.m.. years of this cenrury. 

S-"-t Manor . 10205 McMIiian Roac. Although the Thunder Mountain 
~~ Allaon Paige, .._ ao-. S2. 1122• district was 150 miles from any 

-ea Coun1rJ ...,..~ ....._ - 5:30 _, · railroad and 80 miles from anv 
7 p.m .. eo- Put,i,c L.ibra,y ...o_'""_!""'· 715 wagon road, the multirudes came. 
~~~art .:.::J 'c,y A= anyway. Thunder City, about &: 
rou Fiy,ng Clue. · miles east of the present Cascade, · 
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sprang up in a few months ·in 1904, 
styling itself "The Gateway to 
Thunder Mountain." A new state 
wagon road off the old stage road 
to Payette Lakes made the junc­
tion on Big Creek a choice loca­
tion for a town. 

Both The Statesman and the 
Weiser Signal took nonce of this_ 
.. newest town in Idaho" in tlte 
first week of March 1904. U.B. 
Warner, owner of the townsite, 
had set up a sawmill and was saw­
ing lumber for a hotel he would 
build. John Conyers had a saloon 
and a dwelling house, and Dan 
Wooton (or Newton). had built a 
blacksmith shop. ••Numerous 
other buildings are under con­
struction," noted the Signal. 

Arthur 
Hart 
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Meanwhile, the Payette Lumber 
Co. was building a wagon road up 
Payette River by way of Horse-­
shoe Bend and Smiths Ferry. 

By June, Warner's three-story 
hotel was nearlv finished and a 
post office had been established. 
The Signal reponed that Thunder 
City was ••making splendid pro­
gress." A town spokesman about 
this time characterized the 
boundless optimism and ambition 
of such new towns, along with 
their limitations. He said that 
Thunder City was •·oounded on 
the north by the Aurora Borealis, 
on the east by the rising sun. on 
the south by the vernal equmox, 
and on the west by the day of 
judgment." 

The day of judgment was com­
ing a lot sooner than anyone could 
know at the nme. First , the Thun­
der Mount.am gold . discovenes 
just didn't pan out, despite enor-

.... .._,_....., 
Thunder City sprang up to trade on a gold rush that was very short-lived . 

mous investments of capital and 
effon. There were immense 
bodies of low-grade ore, but the 
cost of extracting the gold in such 
a remote area made it unprofit­
able. One histonan characterizes 
the entire Thunder Mountain 
boom as •·m-advised and short• 
lived." 

Thunder City, soon to be a gate-­
way to nowhere, might possibly 
have endured as a supply center 
for ranchmg interests in the 
neighborhood had not the Idaho 

Northern Railroad been built to 
Payette Lakes in 1913, through 
the new town or Cascade. The 
freight wagons that had delivered 
goods to Thunder City were now 
replaced by freight trains bring­
ing supplies at lower cost to Cas­
cade. 

On Dec. 30, 1916, the Thunder 
City post office was closed, busi­
ness dwindled to a shadow of 
what it had been a few yean ear­
lier, and Cascade became the 
commercial center of the area 

and county seat when V.Uey 
County was formed in 1917. · 

Crawford and Van Wyck were 
other towns in the neighborhood 
that disappeared with the rise_ of 
Cascade. Crawford was 3 miles to 
the east; Van Wyck's site 1s now 
under the waters of Cascade 
Reservoir. 

Arthur Hart is director emm­
tus of Che Idaho Historical SOci­
ety. His column appears Thu_rs­
days. 
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