
UI professor dies 
on Salmon River 

By KARMA METZLER 
Staff Writer 

D r. Frank Leonhardy, an 
associate professor of 

anthropology at the University 
of Idaho, suffered a fatal 
heart-attack August 19 while 
on an archaeology dig on the 
Salmon River. He was 56 . 
. Leonhardy specialized in 
the research of high elevation 
sights. The study of these 
sights tell scientists about 
Indians who hunted in the 
mountains. Leonhardy's stu
dents will take over his 
research in the wake of his 
death. 

Dr. Roderick Sprague, direc
tor of the anthropology labor
atory, had known Leonhard y 
for 25 years. He dascribed 
Lconhardy as a generous man 
who cared about his students. 
Sprague also said that as an 
ooucator, Lconhardy had a 
thorough knowledge of 
:1nthropology. 

"He was a careful research
er," Sprague said. "Very meti
culous. He was not quick to 
come to conclusions. He, 
sorted out answers carefully." 

Matt Tremayne had Leon
hardy for Anthropology 100. 
He described the professor as 
informative. 

"He was thorough in his 
discussions. We learned more 
than what was found in the 
book. He talked about his 
experiences and in tcgra ted 
them into class." 

Tremayne said Loonhardy 
had firsthand experience- with 
the material found in the 
books, and that made the 

class more interesting. 
"The thing that impressed 

me the most was the way he 
spoke," Tremayne said. "He 
spoke in different accents .. .! 
don't know if he did that on 
purpose, but he was very 
precise." 

Lconhardy was born in Col
orad_o but grew up in the 
Willamette Valley. He got his 
undergraduate 'and masters 
degrees in anthropology from 
the University of Oregon. He 
received his doctorate from 
Washington State in 1970. 

''H e was a 
generous man who 

cared about his 
students." 

- Dr. Roderick Sprague 
Anthropology Lab Director 

Leonhardy started at the UI 
as a visiting professor of 
anthropology. He was hired 
as a full-time professor in 
1981. 

While at the UI he served 
on the f:acul ty Council. He 
also participated in the Letters 
and Science Dean's Advisory 
Council and the Council on 
Research,. Scholarship and 
Creative Activity. 

Leonhard y' s ashes were 
buried near UI's Taylor Ranch 
research center. Leonardy is 
survived by two sons. 
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No funeral s-ervices are 
planned. The family suaests me
morials to the Frank C:l..eonhar
dy Endowment Fund in care of 
the University of Idaho Founda
tion. 

Noland Funeral Home of Gran-. 
geville is in charge of an-ang
ments. 
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