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How are you endurin this •slonpy weat er? Here all our 
snow is turnin to rain and it looks like the ·irstrin will be 
out of com is ion oon ; who Anows whe1 this le ter wiil eet 
mailed! s you may have heard, on Teckenby was unable to 
come see us about remo e sensin 11atters due to unflyable 
weather. He sat to days at rnold's han er w itin for better 
weather, ten he wet hoe nd a couple days 1 ter fell and broke 
his shoulder, so .. je luc ! Holly was ble to swin over to 
La ~ran ea c uple weexs o and vi it with hi on the project . 

, ince we wro e the ori inal i e ote ·ensin Land Cover 
Inventory proposal lat fall the.re have be n sev ral chan :)es at 
the Jniver ity of daho which have forced us to reanalyze the 
st y desi n and budget. etween the transition a lays of a new 
dean for the ,olle e of ~orestry an hold-backs for hi her 
education in Idaho , there has been quite a reduction in the avail
ability of research fundin. Therefore , the proposal budget 
needs to be ltered to minimize expenses. 

At our aylor Ranch steering committee eeting in January 
we distributed the pronosal a on the me bers and .discus edits 
merits . The i ea was well received and as expected the big 
concern and question was if it could be done "in house". The 
University just ot a Comarc co .puter system and Data General 
computer; there is a big push for faculty and staff to utilize it. 
Bee use of this, the steering committee has urged us to use a 
U of I based GIS. he com Jit tee aske us to look into all 
options available at ~,... ,JJ , ·~ l , and T of I to reduce costs and 
increase the availability of the aylor Ranch~ S to the entire 
university. 
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.e sti ll feel that it is essential to use a proven system 
like ~R AL's for deliniating spectral classes from SS tapes and 
grouping these classes for land cover types . We also recognize 

2 

the need for a GIS which has easy input access by U of I computers . 
One cost cuttin me sure is for Taylor · anch to do the air photo 
interpretation and roun truthing . Is it possible for us to get 
a reformatted copy of the MA SY, program amdilttm could be grouped 
on a U of I computer? 

e still want to work with you through~ ~AL, but will have 
to modify the approach to reduce costs. Could you please send 
us a revised budget including the options mentioned above , and 
taking into consideration our funding difficulties . Next month 
we will get together with the steering committee again . It woulld 
be advantageous mf we could present a revised budget at that time . 
Thank you for sendi ng your vitae, we will share ·t with our 
supervisor before the next meeting. 

We will be anxious to hear from you, if this weather ever 
breaks lon enough for the mail plane to fly in! 

Since.cely, 

Jim Akenson, Manager 
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