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FURBEARER MANAGEfENT PLAN~ 1986-1990 

Significant Changes from 1980-1985 Plan 

Th Is management pl an ref I ects some major changes from the 1980-1985 
Furbearer Management Plan. Specrfrcal ly, these changes rnclude the 
fol lc:.fng: 

1. Format of the pl an was altered to Include f urbearer management 
dlrectron as a program, with statewrde general Issues and Stra
tegres Identified; 

2. lndlvldual species accounts, associated Issues and strategies, 
goals, and management direction were added. 

3. A section Identify Ing the state's "Predatory Species" harvested for 
their fur and the Department's role In management of this group of 
anlmal s was prepared. 

4. A section Identifying two non-native, unprotected nongame specres 
(nutrl a and opossum) that may contl nue to Invade the state as 
potent I al furbearers, and some · of the prob I ems assoc I ated w Ith 
them, have been addressed. 

Other changes proposed: 

1. In I ti atl on of a program of marten and red fox carcass col I ect I on 
from trappers to monitor age structure and reproductive character
istics of harvested animals. 

2. Recommend reclassification of badger from "Unprotected WIidt Jfe" to 
"Fur-bearing Animal," with year-long open season. In agrfcultural 
areas. 
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FOREWORD 

The Management Plan contarned herein supplements our Pol Jcy Plan. 

These plans chart the course of our efforts durJng 1986-1990 to manage 

Idaho's valuable wlldllfe resources for their own benefit and to pro

v r de aesthet I c, recreat Iona I and phys l ca I products· to man. 

Many persons prov l ded Input dur l ng deve I opment of these p I ans. Ch l ef 

among them were f I e Id and staff management and research personne I • 

Input during the review process from Department personnel, other agen

cies and the general publtc was Invaluable. We acknowledge the assis-

tance of these many concerned and dedicated Jndlvlduals. We appreciate 

the support of Federal Aid Jn WI ldl lfe Restoratfon of this project. 

ThJs management plan was reviewed and approved by the director and was 

adopted by the Fish and Game Commission on ____ _ 

Data used l n these p I ans were those ava I I ab I e t n ear I y 1985. Some 

changes wlll likely be necessary before the end of the planning period 

(1990) as new data from the resource and Its users become ~val lab le. 

You shou Id obta J n a good understand J ng of the Department's phi I osophy 

and dtrectron by readfng these plans. In addition, we have spelled out 

what we see as the major cha I lenges C Issues, If you prefer) facing us 

In our efforts to discharge our statutory, professional and moral 

responsfbll Jtles to manage these valuable resources for their perpetua

tion and for the benefits which they provJde to man. Idaho's "qual lty 



of I lfe" is for many, If not most of her residents, Inseparably tied to 

the fate of her w 11 d I lfe resources. We w 111 do our best to preserve 

these resources and necessary habitats for the enjoyment of present and 

future Idahoans and visitors to our great State. 

As you w 111 note, preserv l ng our w l Id I t fe her ttage w 11 I requ T re the 

cooperation, concern and unselflsh efforts of many agencles and tndJvJ

duals. With your support and help, the Department of Ftsh and Game can 

conserve a I arge share of our va I uab I e wt Id I t fe resources. We I ook 

forward to working with you to ensure a bright future for wrfdl lfe Jn 

Idaho. 



INTRODUCTION 

Although this document ls cal led a furbearer management plan, It is 

rea 11 y the p I an of the Idaho Department of FI sh and Game C hereafter 

ca I I ed the Department) for ma nag Ing the many and var Jed I mp acts of 

people upon wJldllfe and wlldllfe habitats. There wlll be many places 

where changes can be made and we would appreciate your comments regard

ing Improvements to Incorporate In our 1991-1995 plans. 

The basic statutory responslbtl tty of the Department to preserve, pro

tect, perpetuate and manage al I wlldl lfe within Idaho Is clearly stated 

Jn Section 36-103 of the Idaho Code 

Department personne I have a profess Iona I , as we I I as statutory, re

s pons J b I I I ty to be the ch I ef advocates for w I Id I I fe In Idaho. Others 

may choose to sacr if Ice some w JI d 11 fe va I ues to ach I eve other goa Is, 

but the Department cannot make such decisions and must advise those who 

do of the tradeoffs they are making. 

The bas Jc reason for most management efforts ls to ensure I ong-term 

annua I returns from the wt Id I I fe resource to the human popu I at ton. 

Most such management efforts benefit the wtldl Jfe populations. A gamut 

of "products", Jncludlng direct consumption (harvest), recreational 

opportunity, appreciative use, sctentJf le value, soc I al and cultural 

value, genetic value, etc., can accrue from any wildllfe populatJon. 

These varied products are not always compatible nor easlly reduced to a 



common denominator (e.g., economic value) so decisions regarding their 

relatlve Importance are often subjective, thus open to challenge. The 

Department be I t eves the greatest return to soc 1 ety from the wt Id I J fe 

resource occurs when the max I mum var I ety of products Is prov I ded and 

that maxJmJzJng a sJngle product (e.g., harvest) Js not necessarily 

des 1 rab I e. We w J 11 encourage and promote nonconsumpt Ive use of wt Id

i I fe. We a I so recogn I ze that the peop I e of Idaho "own" the w I Id I i fe 

resource and are, therefore, the ones who ultJmately decide wht·ch mix 

of products ts most destrable. 

Throughout th ts p I an we have attempted to be reasonab I e, but aggres

s Ive, about what ts possible wJthtn blologJcal, economic, manpower and 

socJal constraints. If problems exist whfch we think are Impossible to 

correct, we have so stated and pointed out the consequences of adjust

Ing to these I ntractab I e prob I ems. If prob I ems ext st which cou Id be 

corrected by more manpower or money being devoted to them, we have so 

recommended. If problems exist whfch can be solved b·y action of other 

agenc I es, we have po 1 nted th Is out. If we can correct a problem, we 

have outl lned our proposed course of action. 

We have constantly reminded ourselves, and stress to you now, that all 

anlmals have the basic needs of food, water, shelter, space, security 

and social contact. No wfldl lfe population can be sustained unless the 

components of habitat, the first four basJc needs I Jsted above, exist 

In suJtable proxJmlty to each other. 

., 



FURBEARER PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Idaho has 21 species of mammals that may be considered as 

"fur-bearers." A diverse group JncludJng everything from weasels to 

wo Ives, they are c I ass 1 f 1 ed J nto f 1 ve d r f ferent categor res under the 

Idaho legal code. 

The largest group of these, ten species tncludlng marten, ffsher, mink, 

river otter, beaver, muskrat, bobcat, lynx, red fox, and raccoon, are 

class ff Jed by the Department as "fur-bearing antmals." As such, they 

fal I under the Jurisdiction of the Department, which regulates the har

vest season. The k t t fox and wo Iver t ne are c I ass t f t ed as "Protected 

Nongame species" whtle the badger ts Included Jn the group of 

"Unprotected Wt Id I I fe" in Idaho. The gray wo If ts c I asst f I ed as an 

Endangered Species under the Federal Endangered Species act, and there

fore comes under regulatJon of both the state of Idaho and the federal 

government. Another five species, Jncludfng the coyote, spotted skunk, 

striped skunk, long-tatled weasel, and ermine are classed by the Idaho 

Leg Is I ature as "predatory w I Id I I fe," and as such the Department has no 

legal authority to I Jmlt season of harvest of these species. Two 

species, the nutria and opossum, are a non-native (and undeslrable). 

Nutria populattons tn the northwest resulted from escapees from 

fur-farm operations. They are common Jn parts of Oregon and Washing

ton. Opossums I tkewJse were Jntroduced and have f lourJshed Jn Oregon 

and Washington. Both species are considered feral, and neither Js pro

tected under Idaho's game code. 
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The Department can rec I ass r f y a I I spec res except those des r gnated as 

"predatory wtldl lfe" by the Idaho Legfslature. 

In thfs management plan we wll I deal with each of Idaho's ten 

"fur-bearing anlmals" and the badger Jndtvldual ly. In addltJon, a sum

mary of harvest and management for Idaho's f J ve · spec Jes of "Predatory 

WIidiife" that can be harvested for fur wfl I be presented from a fur

bearer management perspectJve; these five specJes plus the wolf, kit 

fox and wolverlne are also discussed In the "Carnivorous Mammal Manage

ment Program" in the Department's Nongame Spec Jes Management PI an. 

Department pollcy concerning nutria and opossum, two non-native, unpro

tected nongame species that have been reported from Idaho, ls also dis

cussed. 

Idaho's Department of Fish and Game ts legally charged with protecting, 

preserving, perpetuating, and managing the wt ldl lfe resources of the 

state for al I citizens. Management of wlldl tfe species Involves ln

sur Ing the cont 1 nued ex I stence of popu I at Ions at des l red I eve Is as a 

pub I Jc good, wht le attempting to mJnimJze the potential for depreda- . 

tlons to private property. The Furbearer Management Plan deals with 

maintaining species populatlon Information (lncludlng harvest), 

soclologlcal problems with trapping, and depredation Issues. The 

Department recogn I zes the high nonconsumpt Ive va I ue of some of these 

spec I es, but such va I ues are often re I ated d I rect I y to the rar I ty of 

observations of anJmals In this group (which are usually hJghly 
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secretive even tn areas where they are abundant). Nonconsumptive 

values are very difficult to assess compared with market values of the 

pelts or depredation losses. 

Market values, on the other hand, are relatively easy to estimate. 

A I though the Department rea I I zes that market va I ue received for pe I ts 

represents only a portion of the total value of this group of species 

to Idaho citizens, It does require an annual harvest report from each 

trapper which includes price obtained for each species. Estimated 

market value for the approxlma~ely 144,000 Idaho pelts from the 

1983-1984 fur harvest was nearly $820,000. 

Three major problems affect the management of furbearers. The first ts 

that, unlike game anlmals, al I are harvested prlmarlly as a commercial 

enterprise. As the value of a pelt of any partlcular species changes 

according to prevatllng market conditions, harvest pressure either Jn

tenslfles or ts reduced. Related to the first problem ts the fact that 

the trapper ls rarely after only one species. More commonly, the tn

dJvldual trapper seeks a mix of species based on availability and pre

valllng (perceived) price of each species. The effect of this is that 

pressure can be maintained at artlf iclal ly high levels for a rare or 

unusual species when It occurs ln habitats shared by other furbearers. 

Flnally, basic management Information Is extremely difficult to obtain 

for most furbearers. Muskrat houses or active beaver colonles can be 

counted, but no techniques currently exist to allow accurate estimates 
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of popu I at ton I eve Is of most other f urbearers over a I arge management 

area. Ht stor Tc harvest I eve Is are genera I I y ava 11 ab I e and can show 

trends 1 n popu I at tons r f the assumpt 1 on ls made that harvest pressure 

ls relatlvely constant. However, harvest pressure Is recognized to be 

more a functlon of current market cond ltlons and trends than of fur

bearer population levels, and Is also Influenced· by other factors Jn

cludlng I lkel I hood of capture, weather, and ease of pelt preparation. 

Hlstor le harvest data must be analyzed very carefu 11 y to have pred Jc

ttve value tn establ lshlng seasons and acceptable harvest levels. 

Furbearer management must consider trends tn hlstorlc harvests and 

market values as the first line of conslstent information on furbearer 

populatlons. A plot of these two interacting factors wll I be presented 

for each of the lndlvtdual species (where avatlable) In the sections 

that fo I I ow. Beyond that, the Department must C 1 ) str Ive for cons rs

tent fur harvest seasons (to aid Jn allowing harvest data from succes

slve years to be comparable and to allow the trapper to plan his trap

ping acttvltles); (2) schedule seasons durlng the period of peak pelt 

value; (3) al low suffJcJent ttme to al low btologJcal ly reasonable har

vests given the vagaries of seasonal weather, while keeping the seasons 

short enough that overharvest of Jndtvtdual species does not occur; and 

(4) conslder Jndtvldual specles harvests in context of the matrix of 

al I species avatlable to the trapper. 

Periodic col lectlon of blologlcal lnformatlon obtainable from harvested 

antmals rs crtttcal to develop data bases for management. These pro

grams wfl I be prtorltlzed and regularly reviewed. 
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The Department wlll continue to allow harvest of furbearers where such 

harvests do not damage the potentlal of the populatlon and where such 

harvests are deemed ln the best Interest of Idaho citizens. Depreda

tlon problems wltl be resolved on a complalnt basts, with actlvltfes 

dfrected at specfflc problem areas or situations. Seasons for partt

cular species may be closed whenever It ls belleved necessary for the 

protection of the anlmal populatlon or , ln the Interest of Idaho citi

zens to do so. 
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STATEWIDE MANAGEMENT POLICIES 

These spec res wfl I be managed prlmarfly for their recreatronal and com

mere I a I va I ue as furbearers, us Ing I ong-term trends and not year I y 

fluctuations In pelt prfces or harvest. 

Genera I seasons w 111 be used to harvest furbearers wherever poss 1 b I e. 

Control led seasons wrl I be el lmlnated wherever possible. 

Take seasons wlll be structured to maximize opportunity and to Include 

the period of pelt prfmeness. 

Payment of bounties wl 11 not be used as a means of control I Jng fur

bearers. Trapping methods whfch cause the least amount of trauma and 

maintain efficiency wll I be promoted. 

Non-native, nongame species wfll not be Introduced Into the state of 

Idaho. 

Programs to contro I predat I on on w 11 d I I fe popu I at Ions and domest l c 

I I vestock w I I I be carr I ed out by the U.S •. FI sh and W 11 d I If e Serv Ice 

upon request of and/or under agreement with the Department and accord

Ing to Department direction whenever possfble. 

Programs for control of predation on wlldl lfe species wlll be directed 

at specific problem areas or partlcular situations lnvolvlng lndlvldual 

anlmals or groups of anlmals. 
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1986-1990 GOALS 

Continue fur harvest seasons for marten, mink, beaver, muskrat, bobcat, 

I ynx, red fox, and raccoon. Cont I nue to obta In harvest data for a 11 

furbearers mentioned above, the badger, and Idaho's five predatory 

an Jmal s regu I ar I y harvested for the Ir fur: coyote, spotted skunk, 

striped skunk, long-talled weasel, and ermine. Obtain addltlonal blo

loglcal data on harvested bobcats; Initiate a slmllar s_tudy. to obtain 

bro I og I ca I data on harvested red foxes and marten. Cooperate In re

search study on f I sher ecology. Biologlcal data obtained on river 

otter populatlons wlll be evaluated In this plannlng period. Seek re

classlflcatlon of the badger from "unprotected wlldl rte" to 

"fur-bearing animal". 
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TOP PRIORITY PROGRAMS, 1986-1990 

ISSUE - Bobcat pelts have been valued at very high levels over the past 

f Ive years, and trapp Ing pressure on th rs spec I es has been d I spropor

t I onate I y high. 

STRATEGY - Continue collection of bobcat carcasses from Idaho trappers 

for at I east one more season. Eva I uate benef I ts of cont I nu 1 ng th J s 

program. 

ISSUE - Fisher, native to Idaho but nearly extirpated from the state, 

have been reintroduced In several locatlons. Basel lne ecolog I cal and 

management Information on these populatlons Is not available for Idaho. 

STRATEGY - The Department w i I I cont I nue to cooperate r n a study of 

fisher ecology In Idaho, and wl 11 evaluate data obtained relattve to 

the management of this species and relatlve to forestry practices •• 

ISSUE - Population data of red foxes In Idaho are not available. 

STRATEGY - A study of red fox age and sex structure will be lnstltuted 

using lower Jaws obtained from cooperating trappers. 

ISSUE - Effects of timber harvest and high pelt prices on marten popu

lations are unknown. 
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STRATEGY - The Department w TI I Inst I tute a study on marten popu I at Ions 

to assess age structure In the harvest. 

ISSUE - The badger, although a valued furbearer, Is currently classf

f fed as "unprotected w 11 d I f fe" and Ts unprotected at a I I seasons of the 

year. 

STRATEGY - The Department wfll seek to have the badger reclassffled as 

a "fur-bearfng anlmal," to allow management of thfs specfes fn areas 

away from agrfcultural development. 
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STATEWIDE PERSPECTIVES ON ISSUES AND STRATEGIES 

SOCIAL ISSUES 

ISSUE - The demand for, and harvest of, a I I furbearers are t nf I uenced 

by anticipated pelt price, weather, economic conditions, ease of trap

ping and hand I Ing, furbearer populations and other factors. 

STRATEGY - The Department expects year-to-year f I uctuat Ions t n harvest 

of furbearers and wll I manage for average conditions; that fs, regula

tions wll I generally be changed In response to trends, not year-to-year 

changes. 

ISSUE - Some groups advocate use of qu t ck k I I r dev Ices C power snares, 

conlbear-type traps, etc.), but such devices do not al low release of 

non-target anlmals, such as protected wlldl lfe or domestic pets. 

STRATEGY - The Department wll I. consider a jointly-sponsored trapper 

education program with the Idaho Trappers Association. 

ISSUE - The commerc I a I va I ues of our f urbearers are est ab I I shed by 

demand for furs and their aesthetic values by pub I le opinion, but their 

nonconsumptlve values are not wldely recognized. 

STRATEGY - The Department wt I I t n t t t ate programs to Inform the pub I I c 

of al I the values of Idaho's wfldl lfe. 
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ISSUE - Many people have a negative attitude toward harvest of fur

bearers because of commerclal sale of pelts. 

STRATEGY - The Department C 1 ) recogn l zes that the pr l mary use of har

vested furbearers ls for commerc J a I sa I e and w l 11 support th ls use 

through our Information and Education programs and news releases to fur 

harvesters and other segments of the pub I l c; and C 2) w J I I cont r nue to 

mon Jtor this prob I em and to advocate dev lees and techn r ques that are 

humane, and yet facll Jtate release of non-target anlmals. 
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ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

ISSUE - Laws and regu I at r ons regard r ng possess r on of I t ve w 11 d I t fe are 

unclear. 

STRATEGY - The Department wlll work with the Department of Agrtculture 

and the I eg ts I ature to exam t ne and recod t f y I aws to I r cense and regu-

1 ate the possess ton of I Ive wlldl tfe In Idaho. 
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HABITAT ISSUES 

ISSUE - The et facts of hab r tat a Iterations on f urbearers and the man

agement of habitats to Influence furbearer populatJons are poorly know. 

STRATEGY - The Department wfl I (1) continue to employ a furbearer 

speclal tst; (2) undertake surveys and/or studies to increase our under

·standfng of the habltat-furbearer interaction; and (3) cooperate with 

F edera I and other I and managers to I mp I ement hab I tat management pro

grams deemed appropriate to help meet furbearer goals and objectives. 

ISSUE - Access to some wlldllfe habitats Is denied because they are tn 

private ownership or access Is across private lands. 

STRATEGY - The Department wfl I (1) encourage prfvate landowners to 

al low access to their property; (2) Identify public lands where access 

ts blocked by private land and work toward providing access where 

deslrable by easement or purchase; (3) pursue trespass cases more 

vlgorously; and (4) stress In our tnformatlon to fur harvesters that 

access to private land Is a prlvllege that should not be abused, that 

permission for access should be requested, and that access without per

mission constitutes trespass. 

ISSUE - Leghold traps can cause Injury and suffering to target and 

non-target species captured. 
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STRATEGY - The Department recognizes that, when used Improperly, traps 

may cause r nJury to an I ma Is. However, I eg ho Id traps are cons I de red a 

va I Id too I f n w I Id I t fe management that cannot current I y be rep I aced 

with other tools. To mlnlmlze unnecessary JnJury of wl ldl lfe, the 

Department wtll Ct) continue to require that traps be checked at least 

every 72 hours; (2) urge trappers to use the mlritmal trap required to 

hold the target species; (3) advocate use of selective "kfll" traps 

(con I bears) or sets (drown Ing sets for water spec Jes) whenever pos

s tb I e; and (4) continue to evaluate trap lmprovements. 
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BIOLOGICAL ISSUES 

ISSUE - Population estimates and dynamics data for most populations are 

lncanplete and/or Inadequate for Intensive management. 

· STRATEGY - The Department wll I (1) maintain a furbearer specfal 1st; (2) 

attempt to obtain Indices to furbearer populatlons that are Independent 

of harvest statl sties (examples are scent-post I Ines for bobcat, 

coyote, fisher and otter; aerlal census for otter sign during March and 

sightings of furbearers by Department personnel); (3) Increase and rely 

ma-e heav I ly upon I tcense holder questionnaires to get data on harvest 

and sex of harvested a,:atmals; (4) Increase data-gathering efforts where 

deficiencies are Identified; (5) require fur .harvesters to report 

and/or specf f fed check harvested animals, or parts thereof, to prov Ide 

new data or all01 us to collect data ma-e efflclently; (6) evaluate 

current data-gather Ing progrc:111s to determ I ne whether they are needed, 

and whether there are better techn lques to accanpl I sh the sc:111e goal; 

(7) Investigate ways of generating more revenue for the fur program; 

and C 8) assess the advantages and d f sadvantages of fmpl ementf ng a fur 

harvester's I f cense and/or stamp so that a sf ngl e user group can be 

sc:111pl ed. 

ISSUE - Data on harvest of nearly al I furbearers are Inadequate. Such 

data need to be collected annually. Many furbearer species are essen

tially lmposslble to census so population status must be Inferred fran 

age and sex structure In the harvest and population trend. 
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STRATEGY - The Department wll I continue to require hunters and trappers 

to report on harvest of furbearers and to present hJdes, skulls, and/or 

carcasses of some species for tagging and/or col lectton of bfologlcal 

data. 

ISSUE - It ls dlfftcult, and sometimes lmposslble to control the 

species of antmal caught. 

STRATEGY - The Department wt 11 ( 1) d r scour age dry- I and trapp Ing near 

res I dent I a I areas; ( 2) cont I nue to proh f b It proh f b It use of exposed 

baits at traps; (3) encourage trappers to release non-target species 

caught accldental ly; and (4) develop a mechanism to al low trappers to 

del Iver protected species accldental ly captured by Department per

sonnel. 

ISSUE - Statistics on numbers, activity and other parameters regarding 

houndsmen who pursue bobcat, I ynx, red fox, and raccoon In Idaho are 

scarce. 

STRATEGY - The Department wll I (1) continue to require a permit to pur

sue bobcat, lynx, red fox, and raccoon wfth dogs; and (2) require an 

annual report of pursuit activities from permlttees 

ISSUE - Furbearers can damage private property and I Jvestock. 
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STRATEGY - The Department wtl I (1) continue to support exrstrng statues 

whfch al low private Interests to protect their I lvestock or property 

from such damage; (2) continue to cooperate wtth USFWS and private In

terests Jn solvlng depredatlon problems; (3) trap and transplant 

offending anlmals where feasible; (4) use · sport hunters and trappers, 

if poss lb le, to remove offending anlmals; (5) I Jberal lze seasons to 

achieve general populatlon reductlon of furbearers where chronlc damage 

occurs or where other techniques have falled to solve the problem; (6) 

analyze data on furbearers harvested for depredation control and num

bers and kind of llvestock lost to furbearers by area so we can adjust 

our regulatlons to direct hunting and/or trapping pressure rnto prob

lem areas; (7) Investigate the feaslblllty of uslng contract trappers 

to contro I depredat Ing beavers; ( 8) Increase efforts to determ 1 ne the 

most efficient and effective methods of solvlng depredation complatnts; 

(9) develop a "Depredation Plan" to provide guidance to Department per

sonnel servicing depredations and Information to others; and (10) con

sider pub I lshtng, posslbly JoJntly with USFWS and/or others, a 

"Depredation newsletter" to provide a vehlcle for exchange of Ideas and 

i nformat I on pert t nent to reso Iv Ing depredat I on prob I ems be c 1 rcu I ated 

among Department personne I , county agents, and those suffer r ng depre

dat Jons. 

ISSUE - Some habitats are unoccupied by some species of furbearers. 

STRATEGY - The Department w J 11 cons Ider transp I ant Ing some furbearers, 

especfal ly fisher and otter tnto unoccupied habftats. 
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Marten are found In most of the forested mountalnous habitats ln cen-

tral, northern, and eastern Idaho. Members of the wease I f am l I y, 

marten typically travel squirrel-I ike In mature tlrrber stands, where 

they feed on smal I mammals (especially mice), blrds, Insects, and 

fruits. Home ranges vary from one-half to over one square mile. Like 

most members of the weasel famfly, marten are generally sol ltary except 

during the mid-summer (July or August) breeding season. Young marten 

(generally 2 or 3) are born In mid-March to mld-Aprll, and remain wJth 

thetr mother untl I the summer breedlng period. A I though marten can 

llve to an age of 13 years In the wlld, few live beyond 4 years of age 
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due to natural mortal lty (prfmarfly predatron and accidents) and 

human-related mortal lty, Including trapping and habitat loss. Removal 

of mature timber stands can cause complete losses of local populatlons. 

Marten ranked sixth In Importance of anlmals harvested for fur In Idaho 

rn the 1983-1984 trapping season, when an estimated harvest of just 

over 1,500 pelts sold for about $37,000. Average pelt price was just 

over $24 (Fig. 1). 

The Department has cooperated wffh the Idaho Cooperative Wlldl rte Re

search Unit ln a study of marten ecology relatlve to forest management 

practices fn Idaho. In an effort to monrtor changes fn marten popula

tions ln Idaho, the Department wfl I begin to document the age structure 

of marten harvested In Idaho during this planntng period. Lower Jaws 

of marten harvested by cooperating Idaho trappers wlll be used to ob

tain Information on age of the anlmals. 

GOALS 

Continue annual harvest of marten. Develop and Implement a voluntary 

program w Ith cooperat l ng trappers to mon ttor age structure of marten 

harvested In Idaho, to begfn 1987-88. 
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ISSUES AM> STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Marten populatlon data ls not avaflable at the present time. 

STRATEGY - The Department w I I I ( 1 ) estab I I sh a program to mon l tor age 

. structure of marten harvested l n Idaho, using I ower jaws of marten 

taken by trappers; and (2) encourage and/or cooperate in stud Jes to 

obtain addltlonal management Information. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Conttnue annual harvest of marten through trapping. Develop and Imple

ment a vo I untary program to mon I tor age structure of marten harvested 

In Idaho, beglnntng In 1987-88. 

RECOMMEtl>ED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

Season open November 1 through January 31 statewide. 
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FISHER 

Fishers are cons I dared rare In Idaho. A I though c I ass If I ed as a fur-

bearer, there ts no open season on fishers at present In Idaho. 

F lshers spend much of their time In trees, and are most active at 

night, although daytime activity Is not uncommon. Porcupines, snowshoe 

hares, and sma 11 rodents compr t se the bu I k of the d I et. FI sher are 

restricted largely to forested habitat In Idaho north of Boise, home 

ranges generally are thought to Include about one square mlle. Fishers 

are usua 11 y so I ltary except In the ear I y spr Ing, when mat Ing occurs. 

Young f lshers, generally 3, are typJcal ly born tn March or April and 

remain with their mother untl I late summer or fal I. In the wl Id, 

fishers can llve as long as 14 years, although few fishers I Ive beyond 

three or four years of age. Natura I morta I I ty factors Inc I ude deaths 

from porcupine qullls penetrating vital organs and predation by rap

torlal birds; In Idaho, some fishers are also killed by cars and In 

traps set for other species, such as marten. 

The Department transplanted fishers from Canada Into Idaho In the early 

1960's. In 1984, the Department began a cooperative study on the 

ecology of a reintroduced popu I at Ion of f I sher In north-central Idaho 

to provide Information useful In the management of this furbearer. 
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GOALS 

Devel op a data base on f I sher ecology and d I str I butt on f n Idaho. Con

s Ider establ lshlng new populations through transplant of fisher Into 

suftabl e habitats that are presently unoccupied. Evaluate blologlcal 

data on f lsher relatlve to management. 

ISSUES AND STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Fisher may be captured accidentally In traps set for other fur

bearers. These anlmals are cairnonly not reported. 

STRATEGY - The Department real lze~ that accf dental catches of f I sher 

w 111 occur. To ml nlmfze Impacts on the f I sher populatlon, the Depart

ment w f 11 ( 1) contf nue to requl re that trappers check traps at I east 

every 72 hours and release, If possible, non-target animals accident

ally trapped; (2) aid In release of fisher tf necessary; (3) evaluate 

bfologlcal data on fisher relatlve to management; and (4) develop a 

mechanism to al lat trappers to def Iver f lsher accidentally captured to 

De par tme nt per son ne I • 

ISSUE - Little data exists with which to manage fisher In Idaho. 

STRATEGY - The Department w I 11 C 1) contl nue to cooperate In a study of 

fisher ecology In Idaho; (2) develop a data ?ase on fisher ecology; and 

C 3) use ava fl able Inf ormatl on to I dent I fy hab t tat canponents of er t t l

ea I Importance and to make management agency recommendations. 
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MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Develop a data base on fJsher ecology and distribution Jn Idaho. Con

sf der estab I J sh J ng new popu I at tons through transp I ant of f J sher J nto 

habitats suttable but presently unoccupied. Evaluate bJologtcal data 

on fisher relatfve to seasons and other management actfvttfes. 

RECOMMEN:>ED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

No open season for ffsher Jn Idaho, 1986 through 1990, unless data In

dicate that thfs species can withstand harvest. 
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MINK 

Mink occur along waterways throughout Idaho, from arfd desert-I fke 

country to hfgh mountatn ranges. Mink are members of the weasel 

famfly, I lke marten, f Jsher, river otters, badgers, and skunks. They 

feed prlmarlly on fish, frogs, small rodents, and crayfish, but wfll 

eat a wtde varfety of foods. Prlmarily solttary except durfng the 

February and March breeding season, mfnk typtcally occupy one to three 

ml les of waterways or shore I Ines ln the tr home range. Young mink 

(usually four per litter) are typlcal ly born Jn late Aprll or May and 

dtsperse ln the fall. Although subject to some natural mortal tty from 

predators, diseases, trapptng, and Jnsufflclent food supply. 
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Mink ranked seventh in Importance of anlmals harvested for fur tn Idaho 

tn the 1983-1984 trapptng season., when an estimated harvest of less 

than 3.,000 mink pelts sold for about $35.,000. Average pelt price tn 

1983-1984 was Just under $13 (Ftg. 2)~ 

The Department cooperated with the Idaho Cooperative Wtldltfe Research 

Untt tn a study of mtnk ecology Tn central Idaho, 1976-1979. 

GOALS 

Matntatn an annual harvest of mtnk. 

ISSUES At.[) STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Traps set for mtnk often catch muskrat, and vice versa. 

STRATEGY - The Department wt I I genera I I y author t ze concurrent seasons 
I 

for these two specfes. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Continue annual harvest seasons for mink. Authorize concurrent seasons 

for mtnk and muskrats. 
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RECOMMENDED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

Open season for mfnk concurrent with muskrat seasons statewfde, Novew~ 

ber 1 through March 31, except Jn some restricted areas. 
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RIVER OTTER 

River otters are classlfled as furbearers In Idaho, although seasons 

are currently closed. Historic reports Indicate that river otters were 

common along most of the streams and lakes in Idaho early In this 

century, but numbers were slgnlflcantly reduced by the 1940's and 

1950's. Durlng the perlod from 1960 to 1970, reported river otter har

vests In Idaho averaged only 76 anlmals per year, with a high during 

that period of 131 river otters reported Jn the 1965-66 trapplng sea

son. Only 40 otters were reported taken durlng the 1970-71 season, and 

r Iver otter seasons were c I osed the to 11 ow r ng year due to concerns 

about decl In Ing population levels. The river otter season has not been 

reopened slnce 1972. 

One of the problems associated with river otter management Is the fact 

that, slnce they spend much of their time In the water and range wldely 

up and down waterways (and sometimes cross from one drainage to another 

over land), they are very difflcult to study. Llttle research on rlver 

otter ecology had been done untl I the Idaho Cooperatfve wr Id I lfe Re

search Unit, In cooperation with the Department, began a research pro

ject on river otter ecology In Idaho In 1976. This project continued 

through 1981, and provided detalled management Information. 
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River otters occur In most of Idaho's major rivers and streams, and 

populations have Increased considerably since 1970. tlost active In the 

mornings and evenings, river otters commonly feed on slat-moving large 

fish (species canmonly referred to as trash fish) and crayfish. River 

otters common·r y travel al one except for females w Ith young. Young 

otters (usual I y 2 or 3) are usual ly born about March or Apr 11 f n Idaho 

and I eave the Ir mothers 12 to 13 months I ater. Al though r Iver otters 

may I Ive 14 years In the w I Id, few I Ive to be older than 3 In heav I ly 

trapped popu I atl ons, or ol der th an 6 In unexp.l o I ted popu I atl ons. 

Principal causes of mortal lty, even without legal trapping seasons, are 

apparent I y human related. Otters are run over by cars, caught acci

dentally In traps set for other species, or k fl I ed by dogs. Natura I 

mortal lty may be caused by other predators (great horned ow Is may 

capture young otters, for exanpl e) or by accl dents (such as fal If ng 

rocks). 

River otters can cause depredations at state, federal or pr Jvate f Jsh 

hatcheries, and female river otters protecting their young have 

severely bitten some boaters or f fshermen. Ho«ever, such prob I ems are 

not canmon, and can usually be corrected by capturing the offendfng 

animal. 

In Idaho, perhaps the greatest value of the river otter I Jes within the 

realm of aesthetl cs. River otters are active and entertalnfng to 

watch, and they prov Jde an added dimension to f lshermen, recreatfonal 

boaters, and others usl ng Idaho's waterways. 
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GOALS 

Maintain river otter populatlons and distribution • . Encourage noncon

sumpttve enjoyment of rfver otters and Improve the data base on river 

otter popul atl ons. 

ISSUES AND STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - River otters may be caught accfdental ly fn .traps set fa- other 

furbearers. These anlmals are commonly not reported. 

STRATEGY - The Department real lzes that acct dental catches of r fver 

otters w 111 occur. To minimize Impacts on the rfver otter popul atfon, 

the Department w 111 ( 1) require that trappers check traps at I east 

every 72 hours and release, If possfble, non-target anlmals accident

ally trapped; (2) afd tn release of otters If necessary; (3) develop a 

mechanism to al le. trappers to del fver river otters accfdental ly cap

tured to Department personnel. 

ISSUE - No system for monitoring river otter populatlon fluctuations 

currently exists fn Idaho. 

STRATEGY - Develop and Implement a statewide data col lectlon system for 

monitoring rfver otter distribution and populations. 

ISSUE - Idaho may have some unoccupied habitat sultabl e for river 

otters. 
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STRATEGY - The Department w ti I ( t) Inventory of unoccupl ed sul tab I e 

river otter habitat; (2) determine relative priorities for Introducing 

river otters Into Identified areas; and (3) stock these areas as river 

otters and funds becane ava fl able through capture at f I sh hatchery 

depredation sites. 

MAN16E"4ENT DIRECTION 

Mal ntal n r Iver otters popul atlons and di strl butl on.. Encourage noncon

sumptlve enjoyment of river otters and Improve the data base on river 

otter popul atl ons. 

REOOMM:NDED SEASON FRMEWORK 

No open season, 1986 through 1990. 
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BEAVER 

Beaver were the fourth most Important furbearer In Idaho during the 

1983-1984 trapping season, when nearly 6,000 anlmals were harvested -

more than any other furbearer except muskrat. At an average price per 

pelt of Just over $13 (Fig. 3) these antmals contributed over $76,000 

to Idaho's economy that year, and accounted for 9 percent of the value 

of al I furs combined. 

Beavers are currently found In almost al I sultable habitats In Idaho, 

fran desert streams to high mountain rivers. Beavers are rodents and, 

uni Ike most other species of furbearers, I Ive In colonles that typl

cal ly number fran 1wo to nine anlmals. Breeding occurs In late January 
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or February, and the young (wh lch usu~_I ly number t«o to four) are born 

In May or June. Young animals often remain In the colony until -two 

years of age. Beavers are usually active at night, and often remain 

within the Immediate vicinity of the den although they may range up

str ean or dow nstr ean a m 11 e or more. Natura I morta I I ty of be av er s J s 

pr fmar fly due to predators Cat Is take young an fmal s, and coyotes, 

cougars, and other predators take adults) and accidents; most mortality 

of beavers, he.ever, Isbel laved due to trapping activity. 

Beaver were hlstorlcal ly the staple of the North American fur trade. 

He.ever, populatlons were depressed In the latter part of the last 

century, and beaver seasons were closed In Idaho In 1897. Limited har

vest of beaver (under a caretaker system) was allated beginning In 

1945, and general seasons were ref nstated In 1957. Market pr Ices of 

beaver have been depressed In recent years, and trappf ng pressure has 

been rel atfvel y lat. As a result, beaver popul atf ons and the number of 

beaver danage canpl al nts rece fved annual ly have been h I gh. Beaver da~ 

age complaints regularly constitute one-third to one-half of al I wlld-

1 Jfe danage canpl al nts rece lved by the Department. Ty pl cal concerns 

involve beavers damming Irrigation canals, blocking culverts, cutting 

trees In residential areas near waterways, and weakening earthen dans 

and canal wal Is by di ggl ng assoct ated w Ith den construct I on. O:>nver

se I y, many of these sane act Iv I ti es al so y I el d benef Its to man and to 

other wfldl lfe. Beaver dams and other "sign" are evident to most 

people, and many people derive satisfaction and nonconsumptfve enjoy

ment I ocatf ng such ev I dance of w fl di Jfe act Iv tty. The beaver was so 
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tnfluentlal tn settl tng of _ the west ·that preservation of the species 

has historic and cultural significance. On a solely practlcal level, 

impoundments created by beaver dams may result In control of 

stream-bank erosion, raise the local ground-water level, provide 

h I gh-qua I lty hab I tat for f I sher I es, f ncrease the ava f I ab 11 tty of water 

to nest Ing b I rds, waterfow I, other f urbearers, and develop f nto dr Ink-

1 ng sources for numerous species of wlldl lfe. The associated floodfng 

and glrdllng of trees creates snags that are extremely valuable to a 

large number of cavity-nesting birds and mammals. _Perhaps most Impor

tantly, creation of ponds as a result of beaver dam construction alters 

the Immediate env lrorrnent, sometimes dramatlcal ly, creating a diversity 

of local fisheries and wlldl lfe habitats that might otherwise be corn

pl etel y unavaf I able. 

Beaver ecology In Idaho and throughout the western United States Is 

perhaps better understood than that of any other f urbearer. In add f

t I on to research, the Department has worked to return beavers to al I 

suitable habitats In Idaho. Seasons are currently I lberal, although 

because of the v J sf bf I fty of beaver "s J gn" these an I mal s are suscep

tl bl e to overharvest when demand for pelts Is high. 

GOALS 

Mal ntat n annual beaver and t ncrease harvest season. Encourage noncon

sumptlve use and enjoyment of beaver and their habitats. 
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ISSUES AND SlRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Beaver activities may create problems for private landcwners 

and highway departments, Including flooding, blocking of irrigation 

canals and culverts, and loss of streams I de trees. 

SlRATEGY - The Depariment w JI I ( t) d I rect trappers Into chron I c beaver 

damage areas; ( 2) contf nue to hand I e beaver damage canpl al nts on pr r

vate I ands on a compl al nt basts; (3) cont I nue a progran of I andowner 

education stress Ing means of preventl ng beaver damage and correctl ng 

prob I em sf tuatlons; and (4) encourage I andowners to use beavers to con

trol erosion, raise local groundwater levels, and create ponds whenever 

appropr I ate. 

ISSUE - Beaver act Iv ltfes create valuable f lsh and w fl di ffe habitat. 

In sane areas, these benef I ts may be ou"Nel ghed by blockage of upstream 

fish passage In other areas. 

STRATEGY - The Depariment w 11 I cons Ider post tlve and negative r mpacts 

of beaver dams on fish and wlldl ffe habitat on publ le lands when estab-

1 fshlng goals, objectives and regulations for beaver management. 

ISSUE - Beaver are vulnerable to over-harvest when demand for beaver 

pe I ts I s h I gh. · 
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STRATEGY - The Department wt 11 ( 1) adjust general season I ength as 

necessary to t ncrease a- decrease harvest; and ( 2) use control I ed 

beaver trappt ng un t ts only as necessary on a I oca I basts. 

ISSUE - The beneftclal aspects of beaver construction of dams and ponds 

to human act Iv ltles, f I sher I es, and w II di Jfe are seldom fully appreci

ated. 

STRATEGY - The Department wfl I develop an educatlonal pamphlet for pub

I le distribution stressing these benefits. 

MANISEJENT DIRECTION 

Maintain annual beaver trapping seasons and Increase harvest. Continue 

to handle beaver damage on a complafnt basts. 

RECOMMENDED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

Maintain annual beaver trapping seasons as fol lows: 

REG ION DATES 

Regions 1, 2, and 3 

(except as noted In regulations) -- November 1 - March 31 

Regions 4, 5, and 6 

(except as noted In regulattons) -- November 1 - Aprfl 30 
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KISKRAT 

I PELT 

PRICE 

I TOTAL 

HARl)EST 

Muskrats are found throughout Idaho except In h I gh mountal n areas. 

They I Ive . In streans, ponds, and other waterways, where they feed prf-

mart ly on aquatic vegetation. In stll I water, they often construct 

"houses" of cattal Is that can pro., Ide an Index to popul atton I evel s. 

Extremely prol tflc, muskrats begfn breeding In late winter and typl

cal ly produce two or more I Jtters, each averagl ng 5 or 6 k tts, per 

year. As might be expected, such a prol lflc animal Is also subject to 

high annual losses, fran predation, starvation, disease, and other 

factors. Harvest of muskrats by trappers can benef ft the popu I atf on by 

reducing muskrat numbers In a lfmlted ·area before and during the winter 

period of food shortage, thus preventing the potentt al for a populatlon 
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to "eat out" the avat I able food and "crash". Muskrat popul attons have 

the . abllt1y to recover fran "populatton crashes" raptdly If suttable 

habitat ts avatlable, h~ever, habitat damage resulttng fran the acti

vities of high numbers of muskrats In a I lmlted area may be so severe 

that the area w 111 not recover as muskrat habJtat for several years. 

Uni Ike most other f urbearers In Idaho, muskrats are probably not sub

ject to overharvest by trappers. 

The muskrat Is the most Important furbearer In Idaho In terms of total 

nllllber of an lmal s harvested (wel I over 124,000 muskrats harvested In 

the 1983-1984 trappl ng season, or over -twenty ti mes as many as the 

second most frequently taken furbearer) and In terms of Jncane to 

Idaho's trappers ($322,000 In the 1983-1984 trapping season, or 39% of 

the total value of al I pelts harvested that year). Harvest of muskrats 

Is related to average pelt price (Fig. 4), but due to thefr abundance, 

ease of capture, and ease of pelt preparatt on, th rs factor . Is probab I y 

less Important than most other furbearers. 

Muskrats often damage to earthen dans and canals by digging burr~s. 

This damage Is somewhat offset by the benef Jts derived fran muskrats 

through control of aquatt c pl ant gr~th that mt ght otherw r se clog 

dral nage ditches and canals. Removal of aquatic gr~th al so benef Its 

fish and wlldllfe populatlons, and muskrat "houses" are regularly used 

as nesting platforms by a number of species of aquatic birds. 
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GOALS 

~alntaln annual trapping seasons for muskrats. Encourage muskrat popu

latlons, where destrable, for fish and wtldl lfe benefits. 

ISSUES AND STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Muskrat activities (cutting of ~uatlc vegetation, construction 

of houses) may benefit sanewlldllfe populatlons. 

SlRATEGY - The Department may control water I evel s on some WMA' s to 

maintain muskrat populatlons at desired levels. 

ISSUE - Muskrats can cause st gn t f leant damage to man-made water struc

tures. 

STRATEGY - In areas of chronic muskrat damage, the Department wtl I (1) 

establ t sh muskrat harvest seasons to maxim lze harvest potentt al; and 

(2) prov Ide t nformatton on methods to reduce or el imtnate potent I al 

danage fran muskrats. 

ISSUE - Muskrat and m Ink may be captured t n traps set for et ther 

species. 

STRATEGY - The Department w 111 generally author lze concurrent seasons 

for muskrats and mink. 
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ISSUE - Harvest I evel s des I rabl e on Department WMA' s may not be 

attaf ned because trappf ng seasons are frequently short and I fmited to 

selected perm fttees (to avol d conf I let w Ith other uses of the area), 

and permlttees may not have sufficient experience, sklll, or equfJXnent 

to ach I eve harvest potent I al. 

STRATEGY - Because of the Importance of deslrable populatlon levels of 

muskrats to a habitat management program, the Department may attempt to 

achieve desired harvest levels of muskrats by (1) alladng the maximum 

season length canpatlble with other uses of the area; (2) require that 

trappers competl ng for perm Its I Ive In proxl m 11y to the regf on for 

which the permit Is Issued; (3) el lmlnatlng the current tw~year mini

mum wal t per I od between perm Its; (4) J ssul ng perm Its on a competitive 

b Id system If necessary; and ( 5) sol I cl ting add I ti onal or alternate 

trappers 1-f desired harvest levels are not being attained. 

MAN/BEMENT DIRECTION 

Maintain annual trapping seasons for muskrats. Authorize concurrent 

muskrat and mink seasons. Attempt to reduce muskrat danage to man-made 

structures. Encourage mal ntenance of muskrat popul atf ons where des Ir

able for benefit to fish and wfldl lfe habitats. 
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RECX>JIENDED SEASON FRNEWORK 

Open season for muskrat . concurrent with mink seasons as follcws state

wide, November 1 through March 31 except In sane restricted areas. 
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BCBCA T AND LYNX 

Lynx occur only Incl dental ly In Idaho. The canmon nanencl ature of the 

fur trade, "lynx cat", refers to pale bobcats; In real Jty, harvest of 

lynx Is llmlted to less than five anlmals per year. Because of slml

larftfes to the bobcat In physical appearance and habits, lynx are not 

differentiated fran bobcats In terms of management. 

Bobcats occur throughout the state of Idaho. The staples In the bobcat 

diet wherever they occur, hares, are rabbits, ml ce, and squirrels. 

Other smal I manmal s, b t rds, and even deer are al so eaten. They are 
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normally sol ltary, and the size of their hane range varies greatly, 

depending on the type of habitat In which they occur and the avail

ab 11 lty of food. Bobcats typl ca I ly breed In _February and March, and 

the young (typically 2 or 3) are usually born In Apr fl or May. As with 

many of the w II d cats, breed Ing can occur throughout the year, and 

kittens may be born any month of the year. Bobcats can I Ive to 15 

years of age In the w 11 d, but few I Ive beyond 3 or 4 years of age due 

to natural mortal lty (predation, disease, and accidents) and trapping. 

Bobcats, along w Ith marten and raccoon, 

I east-frequently harvested Idaho f urbearers. 

are among the three 

Al though bobcat harvest 

typl cal ly averages about 1,200 anl mal s, the total bobcat harvest dur J ng 

the 1983-1984 trapping and fur-hunt Ing season was only 582 anlmal s 

<Fig. 5), prlmarl ly because early sncws I fmlt trapper/hunter access. 

Despl te the I ow I evel s of harvest, h I gh prl ces pal d per pelt caused the 

bobcat to be the th lrd most Important fur-bearing anlmal in Idaho In 

the 1983-1984 season. Bobcat pelts brought over $108,000 to trappers 

In 1983-1984, or 13% of the total value of al I animals harvested for 

the Ir fur that season. 

Bobcats can cause depredation problems to private landowners but such 

prob I ems are uncanmon. Q>ncern over the effect of bobcat predation on 

game bl rd and game animal popul atlons In a number of areas have 

pranpted studies to evaluate the effects of bobcat predation. Almost 

w lthout except I on, the results of such stud I es have I ndl cated that the 

effects of bobcat predation on game animal populations was minimal. 
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Management of bobcats ts affected by the high Interest In the bobcat 

resource by a number of groups, Incl udl ng trappers, houndsmen, predator 

hunters, lncldental hunters, and a number of groups that advocate com-

. pl ete protection. Each group has a different (and sanetlmes confl Jct

r ng) Interest In bobcat management. 

Because of concern <:Her the welfare of bobcats natl onw r de, pranpted J n 

part by the h lgh value of bobcat pelts and In part by the di ff Jcul ti es 

In assessing bobcat populatlons, regulations requiring states to 

col I ect management data on bobcats were Imposed by the federal govern

ment on all states allcwlng bobcat pelts to enter lnternatlonal trade. 

Tagging of pelts was required. The Department has cooperated with the 

Idaho Q>operatlve Wfldl ffe Research Unit In a number of studies on bob

cat ecology In Idaho (see Appendix 1 for a I 1st of some of the publ ica-

tf ons resulting fran th Is work). Two add I ti onal projects on bobcat 

ecology are ongoing Cone In the Mtddle Fork of the Salmon River drain

age and another on the INB. site). In addition, the Department has 

Instituted a progran to collect carcasses of bobcats fran trappers to 

determt ne the age structure of the harves-ted popul atton and reproduc

tive characteristics of females. This project has been ongoing for two 

years and wrt I continue at leas-tone ma-e year, enabl Ing the Department 

to monitor changes fn the population through time. 
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GOALS 

Ma J nta in annua I trapping for bobcats. Ma J nta J n pursuit and harvest 

seasons for bobcats featuring use of traJI ing hounds. 

ISSUES AN> STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Controversy continues over the timing and length of the bobcat 

season. 

STRATEGY - The Department w I 11 ( 1) eva I uate a third year of reproduc

t Ive tract and age structure data from bobcat carcasses; (2) cons Ider 

reproductlve and harvest rates to assess sultable season length; and 

(3) adopt a uniform season framework In 1987-88. 

ISSUE - Potential exists for accldental death and/or Tl legal harvest of 

bobcats during pursuit-only seasons. 

STRATEGY - To I imlt _the potential for accldental and/or I I legal losses 

of bobcats dur J ng pursu It-on I y seasons, the Department w i I I ( 1 ) con

t I nue to allow pursuit seasons for bobcats only during January, Febru

ary, and/or March In those game management un I ts that have an open 

mountain I Jon harvest or pursuit season during that period; (2) not 

establish pursuit seasons for bobcats during the kitten-rearing period, 
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Apr II through November; (3) not al low night-hunting of bobcats; and 

( 4) requ r re that a I I persons part Jct pat t ng t n bobcat pu rsu rt seasons 

obtain and have rn their possessfon a "Hound Hunter's Permrt." 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Maintain annual trapping seasons, pursuit and harvest seasons featuring 

use of tral I Jng hounds, and recreatlonal huntlng and Jncfdental har

vest opt Ions for bobcats. Cont I nue to co I I ect bobcat carcasses from 

successful trappers through at least 1986 to monitor age structure and 

reproductive characteristics of harvested bobcats. 

SEASON 
TYPE 

Trapping 

Fur-hunting 
and lncldental 

Pursuit 

RECOMMENlED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

OPENING 
DATE 

December 1 

December 1 

CLOSING 
DATE 

December 31 

December 31 

NO. OF 
DAYS 

31 

31 

Varlable, to colncfde with mountarn I Jon harvest 
or pursuit seasons Jn January, February, or 
March only. 

a Season length and tlmlng may be adjusted In 1987-88. 
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Red fox may occur throughout Idaho, a I though the I argest popu I at tons 

are found In Irrigated lowland areas, particularly along the Snake 

RI ver PI a I n. These anlmals prefer a diverse mixture of croplands, 

pasture, brush, and scattered timber; home ranges typlcal ly Include 

about two square miles of suitable habitat. They feed primarily on 

smal I mammals, birds, fruit, and Insects. Breeding typically occurs In 

February and March, and the red fox pups ( 1 to 8 per I itter) are born 

In Aprll or May. They begin to disperse from their mother at about 5 

or 6 months of age. The most frequent causes of morta I tty among red 

foxes are disease, road-kl I Is, trapping, and hunting. 
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Just over 1,500 red foxes were harvested Jn Idaho Jn the 1983-1984 

trapplng season (Fig. 6). Pelts of these animals brought over $52,000 

to Idaho's trappers (6% of the total value of the fur harvest that 

year), resu It l ng J n the red fox rank t ng f I fth 1 n monetary l mportance 

among Idaho furbearers. 

Red foxes may occaslonal ly cause depredations, particularly on smal I 

domestic anlmals and truck crops, but such problems are rare and local 

In Idaho. 

In addition to harvest by trappers, red foxes are regularly hunted for 

fur In some areas of the state by predator ca 11 ers, and a number of 

anlmals are taken Jncldental ly ea~h year by hunters. 

GOALS 

Mat nta In annua I trapp Ing and hunt Ing seasons for red fox. Int t t ate a 

vo I untary co 11 ect 1 on of red fox I ower Jaws to deve I op a data base to 

aid In management, beginning 1987-88. 
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ISSUES AN:> STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Red foxes can cause depredation problems on private lands. 

STRATEGY - The Department w J I I ( 1 ) respond to comp I a J nts of red fox 

depredat Jon on a prob I em-an Jma I bas Is; (2) use I tcensed trappers to 

remove offending animals tf the complaint occurs within the legal har

vest perfod; (3) either remove the animal ff the complafnt occurs out

side of the legal harvest period, or designate an experienced trapper 

to do so Jf available locally; and (4) provide the landowner with In

formation on avoiding or minimizing potentials for future fox depreda

tion problems. 

ISSUE - Little management data is available on red fox populations In 

Idaho. 

STRATEGY - The Department wll I (1) obtafn a sample of lower Jaws of red 

foxes harvested by trappers In Idaho on a voluntary basis beginning in 

1987-88; and (2) use fox population age structure data obtatned from 

this sample to monitor population trends among harvested red foxes. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Maintain annual trapping seasons for red fox. Maintain opportunities 

for fur and Incidental hunting. Handle red fox depredations on a com

plaint basts. 
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RECOMJtENDED SEASON FRMEWORK 

Maintain annual harvest season (al I methods) statewide (except as noted 

REGI~ DATES 

STATEWIDE (except as noted below)-------- November 1 - January 31 

Valley County (trapping only): 
On Natl onal Fa-est 
Lands.-------------------------- November - January 31 

Canas County (trapping only)---- November 1 - January 31 

Bear Lake and 
Caribou Counties---------------- December 1 - December 31 

Valley County Cother than 
National Forest Lands and 
Region 4) ----------------------- SEASON QOSED 
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Raccoon contributed only two percent of the total value of the fur har

vest. Pelts brought nearly $13,000 to the Idaho trappers during the 

1983-1984 harvest season, with Just over 1,000 raccoons harvested (Fig. 

7). 

Raccoons occur throughout most of Idaho. A I though raccoons are most 

abundant near waterways, they are very adaptable and commonly I tve 

within urban and suburban areas. Raccoons are omnivorous, which means 

that they eat a wide variety of foodstuffs, lncludlng fruits, vege

tables, nuts, grains, Insects, smal I mammals, bfrds, fish, carrion 

(such as htghway~kllls) and, near human habitations, garbage. Raccoons 
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typically range over less than one square mlle. Males tend to be sol i

tary, although females are usually accompanied by young. Breeding 

typically occurs In March, and tne young (usually 3 or 4) are born in 

May. Young an Ima ls may remarn with the Jr mother untl I February or 

March of the year fol lowing their blrth. Raccoons may I Ive to 16 years 

of age tn the wlld, but few llve past 3 or 4 years of age. Causes of 

morta I I ty t nc I ude ma I nutr It I on, d I sease, predat I on, and human-re I ated 

losses. 

Raccoons may cause depredat I ens on gardens and sma.l I domest I c I Ive

stock, and a number of "nu I sance" prob I ems ( t I pped-over garb age cans, 

etc.) where they live In close proximity to humans. Such depredations 

are not common and are usually conflned to stngle indtvlduals. 

Trapp Ing accounts for most of the raccoons harvested r n Idaho each 

year, and prob ab I y prov I des more recreat Ion days than does pursu It of 

raccoons by trailing hounds. Raccoons may be taken by use of hounds 

durlng the entire harvest season; in addition, a nonconsumpttve, pur

suit-only season Is allowed from August 15 through October 31 state

wide. Raccoons are the only Idaho fur-bearing anlmal that may be pur

sued by trall Ing hounds at night. 

GOALS 

Maintain annual trapping season. Maintain tralllng hound harvest sea

son and pursuit season. Attempt to minimize depredation problems. 
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ISSUES AND STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Raccoons may cause depredatl ons to gardens and smal I danestl c 

I Jvestock, as wel I as "nuisance" problems, on private land. 

SlRATEGY - The Depar1ment w 111 C 1 > hand I e canpl al nts of raccoon depre

datl on on an Individual problem basis; (2) provide, on a loan-only 

bas Is, I lvetraps for capture of raccoons to pr lvate I an dew ner s exper I

encl ng prob I ems r n urban or suburban areas; and (3) . prov I de I nformatl on 

on methods fa- reduct I on or el Im I natl on of raccoon depredatl on prob

I ems. 

ISSUE - Raccoons have been lmpl lcated as reservol rs of some diseases 

that may be transmitted to hllllans, pets, and danestl c stock. 

STRATEGY - Responslbtl lty for monitoring threats to human health from 

al I causes I Jes wt th the U. s. Depar1ment of Heal th and Hunan Serv 1 ces. 

The Department w I 11 cooperate w Ith and asst st th rs agency w 1th regard 

to human heal th concerns rel atl ng to w fl di lfe. 

ISSUE- Use of tralllng hounds, particularly at night, can lead to con

fl lets beiween hunters and private lando.ners. 
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STRATEGY - The Department wtl I (1) discourage the use of tratl Ing 

hounds ln or near urban/suburban areas; (2) require that written per

mt ss I on be obta l ned from the I andowner or I essee to hu_nt on pr t vate 

property; and (3) require that al I lndlvlduals using tral I Ing hounds 

possess a "Hound Hunter Permit". 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Maintain annual harvest season. Maintain pursuit season for raccoons. 

Continue to al low night pursuit for raccoons. Handle raccoon depreda

tions on a complalnt basts. 

RECOMMEN:>ED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

Maintain annual trapping season {except as noted below). 

REGION DATES 

STATEWIDE {except as noted below)-------- Noveni>er - March 31 

Kootena t County -----------------· Ncvsmber - January 31 

Maintain annual pursuit 
season statewide.--------------- August 15 - Octpber 31 
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Badgers are currently classified as "Unprotected Wtldl tfe" fn Idaho, 

and al though a number are harvested for thet r fur each year, they are 

not legally recognized as Idaho furbearers. The "Unprotected Wfldl ffe" 

classtffcatlon places the species under the Jurfsdfctlon of the Depart

ment, but does not allo, regulation or ttmfng of harvest. 

Badgers occur In most of the state, but are most common south of a I f ne 

connecting Lew I ston on the west and Salmon on the east. Adapted for 

d I ggl ng the Ir prey fran I oose sol I, they can cause severe damage to 

fields used for agriculture by their digging activity. 
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The Department has cooperated with the University of Idaho rn several 

stud t es concern Ing badger eco I ogy t n the state. These stud Jes have 

shown the badger to be largely nocturnal, feeding primarily on Town

send's ground squlrrels, with other smal I mammals, insects and birds 

completing the d Jet. Home ranges generally included less than one 

square m I I e. Badgers are genera 11 y so I I tary, except for fema I es ac

compan Jed by young. Young badgers (usually 2 or 3 per I ttter) are born 

In March and d I sperse from the tr mother In ear I y summer ( June and 

July). Badgers can I Ive In the wt Id to an age of 14 years, but mor

tal tty among badgers Is high with few I ivlng to be older than 3 years 

of age. Most of the mortal tty among badgers In Idaho Cover 90%) is 

human-related: shooting, poisoning, trapping, and road-kl I ls are com

mon factors. 

Of these mortality factors, harvest of badgers by trappers for their 

p~lts has fluctuated from about 100 tn 1972 to over 2,200 tn 1980, prJ-

mar I I y In response to market cond It tons CF I g. 8). Sa I es of badger 

pelts accounted for about 1% of the total value of Idaho's furbearer 

trade in 1983-84. 

GOALS 

Transfer the badger from "Unprotected W 11 d I I fe" to "Furbearer" status 

to al low better management for the species. Maintain badger popula

·trons In non-agricultural areas. Continue to allow landowners to pro

tect property. 
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ISSUES AN> STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Badgers can cause damage to agrlcultural fields or other devel

opments by their digging activity. 

STRATEGY - The Department ( 1 ) recogn I zes that badger d I gg Ing act Iv I ty 

may resu It In comp I a lnts; (2) w I 11 cont I nue to a I low I andowners and 

I and managers to k 11 I badgers at any t I me to protect property; and 

(3) wll I develop and Implement a wlldl lfe depredation plan. 

ISSUE - Badgers may currently be taken by any means at any time 

throughout the state. 

STRATEGY - Although the Department real fzes that badgers can cause 

agricultural damage, badgers also provide significant benefits tn some 

areas by helping to control ground squtrrels and rodents. They also 

contribute to Idaho's economy as a furbearer, and have values tn terms 

of nonconsumpt J ve enjoyment by the pub I l c. Therefore, the Department 

w 11 I ( 1) seek to transfer the badger from "Unprotected W l Id I I fe" to 

"Furbearer" status; (2) manage the badger as a furbearer resource; and 

(3) continue to monitor harvest of badgers by trappers. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Manage the badger as an Idaho furbearer. Continue to monttor badger 

harvest by trappers. 
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RECX>t4ENDED SEASON FRNDORK 

Maintain a July 1 through June 30 open season for badgers within 1 m(le 

of agricultural areas. Establish limited season closures In areas away 

fran agricultural areas If evidence exists to Indicate that badger 

populations are being over-exploited • 
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PREDATORY WILDLIFE 

Idaho's coyotes, skunks, weasels, and Jack rabbfts are deflned as 

"Predatory W 11 d 11 fe" in the Idaho code. The Department rs not auth

or I zed to change class ff fcatfon of these wt ldl lfe species. However, 

five species fn thfs group {coyote, spotted skunk, striped skunk, 

I ong-ta I I ed wease I, and erm I ne) may be harvested for the 1 r fur, and 

records of such harvest are annua 11 y comp I I ed by the Department a I ong 

with furbearer records. For that reason, dfscusslon of Department 

ph I losophy concern Ing management of these spec I es Is Inc I uded here. 

{Dfscusslon of Jack rabbits fs fncluded In the Nongame Species Plan.) 

Coyotes ranked second r n J mportance among spec Jes harvested for the Ir 

fur tn the 1983-1984 fur harvest season In Idaho CF Jg. 9). Found 

throughout Idaho, from desert to high mountain habitats and tncludlng 

urban and suburban areas, coyotes may range over an area that Jncludes 

50 square mfles. They feed primarily on smal I mammals, birds, Insects, 

and fru It, and on occas Ion cause depredations to I Tvestock and crops. 

Fol low Ing breed Ing In March, I ltters of 2 ·to 8 are born Jn May or 

June. Most natural mortality of coyotes Is probably due to malnutrl

tfon, disease, accfdents, and human-related activity. Coyotes are 

heavfly trapped for their pelts, and many are killed each year to pro

tect agrfcultural Interests on public and private lands. In Idaho, 

there fs also much interest in sport hunting of coyotes during the 

wfnter. 
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Two spect es of skunks, spotted skunks and str I ped skunks, occur In 

Idaho. Both are found nearly statewide (no spotted skunks occur In the 

northern Panhandle counties) although the striped skunk Is commonly 

restricted to areas near agrlcultural developnent. Of the two ·species, 

the spotted skunk f s more I lkel y found f n broken, brushy, and wooded 

habitats whfle the striped skunk fs most abundant fn agrlcultural and 

urban areas. Both spec I es common I y feed on Insects, smal I mammals, 

bfrds and bird eggs, and sane fruit. Spotted skunks breed In September 

and produce young (usually 2 to 4 skunks per I ltter) the fol I cw Ing May; 

strl ped skunks breed In February or March and al so produce young (6 to 

8 per I itter) In May. Natural mortal lty anong skunks Is I arge I y due to 

predation by raptors and mal nutrltf on. The Impact of trapper harvest 

on skunk popul atlons Is mtnlmal. Skunks have been lmpl lcated as a 

potentt al reservol rs for several diseases transmtttabl e to humans, and 

cause a number of "nuisance" problems near human habitations each year. 

The two kinds of weasels found In Idaho, the long-tafled weasel and the 

ermine, are both found stata,fde. These species have small hane 

ranges, and their primary dtet ts smal I rodents. Weasels breed In the 

f al I and typl cal ly give bl rth to I ttters of 2 to 4 young In Apr II. 

Weasels are preyed on by a number of other anlmal s, and many die from 

malnutrttlon. The fmpact of trappfng on weasel populations Is mlnlmal • 

The Department has I tttl e management authority concerning these specfes 

under the Idaho ~. CDntrol of coyote depredatf on prob I ems Is man

aged by the Anlmal Damage Q:>ntrol (ADC) Program of the USFWS. 

-59-
S9AD007DM 



GOALS 

Continue to monitor harvest of these species by trappers. Encourage 

the sport hunting of coyotes by Idaho sportsmen. Assist In efforts to 

minimize depredation problems associated with predatory wfldl ife. 

ISSUES At-0 STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Predatory wlldl lfe can cause depredations o~ pub lie and private 

lands. 

STRATEGY - Depredation problems associated with predatory wlldl lfe wfl I 

be referred to the ADC Program of the U.S. Department of Interior. 

ISSUE - Compound 1080, a poison effective In coyote control efforts, Is 

currently being evaluated for effects on other species of wfldl lfe. 

STRATEGY - The Department rs concerned about ace I denta I and secondary 

poisonings of other wfldllfe species with Compound 1080. Tests on the 

potentlals for accldental and secondary poisoning are currently under

way In Idaho, and resu I ts of such tests w 111 be eva I uated by the 

Department when avallable. 
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ISSUE - Predator contro I, d I rected pr I mar 11 y at coyote, Is annua I I y 

conducted on pub I Jc and pr lvate I ands In Idaho by the ADC Program 

administered by the USFWS. Predator control removes anfmals sought by 

trappers and hunters for sport and profit • 

STRATEGY - Preda tor contro I s hou I d be d I rected at target an I ma I s, not 

at general population reduction. The Department will continue to work 

with the ADC Program and to utilize the expertfse of ADC personnel to 

reduce problems associated with depredations on wlldl lfe when neces

sary. The Department w I 11 d Jscourage predator contro I t n areas where 

depredat I on prob I ems do not ex I st, and w 11 I encourage sport trapp Ing 

and hunting of coyotes In these areas. 

ISSUE - Skunks have been tmpl Teated as reservoirs for some diseases 

that may be transmitted to humans. 

STRATEGY - Responslb r I Jty for monitoring threats to human health from 

all causes lies with the U.S. Depar.tment of Health and Human Services. 

The Department wlll cooperate wlth and assist this agency wlth regard 

to human health concerns relattng to wlldl Jfe. 

ISSUE - A variety of "nuisance" problems may be caused by skunks • 

STRATEGY - The Department wlll provide, on a loan basts, llvetraps for 

the capture of skunks to private tndtvlduals experiencing problems In 

urban or suburban areas. 
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MANIGErENT DIRECTION 

Continue to monitor harvest of these species by trappers. Encourage • 
the sport hunting of coyotes by Idaho sportsmen. 

• 
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RECOMMENDED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

These anfmals may be taken at any tfme. 
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NUTRIA AN:> OPOSSUM 

Nutria and opossum are non-native, unprotected nongame species that may 

have emigrated rnto portlons of Idaho from Washlngton and Oregon. They 

are r nc I uded here because they are harvested for fur, on at I east a 

I lmlted basis, In the adjoining states where they have become estab-

1 lshed. Neither ls afforded any form of legal protection in Idaho. 

Both compete wtth native species for I Iv Ing space and food, · and can 

cause a ·varlety of problems. 

Nutria were Imported Into North America from South America by private 

parties as an "exotic" furbearer. Anlmals from these prfvate opera

tions escaped or were released, and have establ lshed sizable popula

tions tn western Washington and Oregon and along the gulf Coast. 

Nutria, apparently anlmals emigrating Into Idaho from the Columbia 

R r ver system, have been reported from southern Idaho a I ong the Snake 

River and Its trtbutartes. 

Nutria are relatlvely large Cup to 15 pounds) water-dwel I Ing rodents. 

They feed on aquatic vegetation and agrlcultural crops. Nutrla are 

very prollflc and may breed when as young as 6 months of age, may breed 

at any season, and typ tea 11 y produce 5 young per I ltter. Up to two 

I ltters may be produced per year. Natural mortal lty agents affecting 

nutria Include malnutrltlon, predation, and hypothermia - that ls, 

freezing during severe winter weather. 
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Nutr fa consume I arge amounts of pl ant mater I al and can cause severe 

depredatl ons on farm crops and des I rabl e aq uatl c vegetatf on. Nutrl a 

also construct burra,s, which can damage to earthen dams and canals. 

Depar1ment pol Icy w I 11 be t~ attempt to prevent establ I shment of nutrl a 

populatlons anywhere In the state, and to eradicate the anlmals 

wherever they occur In Idaho. 

Opossums are native to mldwestern and eastern North America. L Ike 

nutria, they have becane wldely establ lshed In .western Washington, 

Oregon, and Cal lfcrnla. Opossums are annlvorous, eating a wide varlefy 

of foods, lncludlng fruit, vegetables, carrion, Insects, and garbage. 

L Ike nutr I a, opossums are very prol If le. Females may breed at 6 months 

of age and may produce 8 to 12 young per I ltter and iwo. I ltters per 

year. Oposslllls may occupy al most a I I hab I tats f ran sea I eve I to over 

6,000 feet In elevatlon, lncludlng urban and suburban areas. 

Opossums can cause depredations to crops and numerous "nuisance" prob

I ems. Department pol 1 cy w I 11 be to prevent establ I shment of opossum 

populatlons tn Idaho and to eradicate opossums wherever they occur 

w I th In the state. 

GOM.S 

Prevent establlshment of nutria and/er opossum populatfons In Idaho. 

Erad I cate nutr I a and opossum wherever they occur 1 n Idaho. 
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ISSUES AN> STRATEGIES 

ISSUE - Both nutr 1 a and opossum are non-natf ve, unprotected nongame 

species capable of causfng agrfcultural depredatJons and "nuisance" 

problems In Idaho. 

STRATEGY - The Department wtl I (1) eradicate both species wherever they 

occur In Idaho; (2) notify trappers of the potentlal damage these 

species can cause and sol lclt their assistance tn el lmlnatlng these 

spec Jes; and (3) Jnform the general pub I Jc of the potent Jal damage 

these spec I es may cause and so I Jc J t reports of occurrence of these 

anJmals Jn Idaho. 

MANAGEMENT DIRECTION 

Erad I cate nutr 1 a and opossum wherever they occur t n Idaho. Inform 

Idaho citizens of the potential for damage these specles may cause. 

RECOMMEN:>ED SEASON FRAMEWORK 

As non-natfve, unprotected nongame wlldl lfe, these anfmals may be taken 

at any tlme. 
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DEFINITIONS A~ ACRONYMS USED 

Many fat lures to communicate vla written word are caused by the writer 

and reader attaching different meanings to the same word or phrase. To 

lessen this problem, we provide the followlng definitions of acronyms, 

words or phrases used In this plan. 

DEFINITIONS: 

The Commission - The Idaho Fish and Game Commission; a flve-merrber body 
appo I nted by the Governor of Idaho to set po I Icy for and oversee 
the functioning of the Department. 

Control led Season - Any season In which only those who have drawn a 
permit can participate; I.e., one form of a I fmlted entry season. 

Demand (Hunter Days) - Refers to effort and, speclfical ly, Is the 
number of man-days which we predict wtll be spent hunting or trap
ping. 

The Department - The Idaho Department of Fish and Game In Its entirety. 

Depredation - Any situation In which wl ldl tfe Is damaging, economlcal ly 
or physlcal ly, man's Interests or property. 

Furbearer - A general term which refers to all mammals whose pelts are 
used In the commerctal fur trade. 

Fur-bearing Anlmal - A legal classlflcatfon appl fed by the Commlsslon 
under Title 36, Idaho Code, to ten of Idaho's furbearers: the 
beaver, bobcat, fisher, red fox, lynx, marten, mink, muskrat, otter 
and raccoon. 

General Season - Any season open to all those who hold valJd hunting or 
trapping lfcenses; r.e., there are no restrlctlons on the number 
who can partlclpate. 

Habitat - Al I components of a population's environment which provide 
for the anlmals' baste I lfe-support needs of food, water, shelter 
and security. 

Harvest - The number of tndlvldual anlmals we estimate have been or 
wll I be reduced to possession. 
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Nonconsumpt Ive Use - Any use of w I I d I if e w hr ch does not I nvol ve tak r ng 
of that w i I d I I f e. 

Populatlon - Preseason numbers and Is, speclffcal ly, our estimate of 
the number of Individuals of a species within the stated area. 

Population Dynamics - The causes, effects and specif lcs of changes fn 
numbers, structure and distribution of a species over time. The 
fol I~ Ing popul atlon attrf butes or processes are Included: sex and 
age composition, birth and death rates, movements to and fran the 
population, trend In numbers and/or density, geographic distribu
tion. 

Predatory WJldl ffe - A legal classlflcatfon appl fed by the Idaho 
Leg Isl ature, under Tttl e 36, Idaho Code, to f fve of Idaho's fur
bearers; the coyote, striped and spotted skunks, long-tatted 
weasels, and ermine. The Legt sl ature granted_ the commission the 
authority to classify al I w JI di lfe except "predatory w fl di lfe". 
The Commission has establ lshed the fol low Ing eight classifica
tions: gane animals, gane birds, gane fish, fur-bearing animals, 
migratory birds, threatened or endangered wlldl ife, protected non
gane species, and unprotected w II di lfe. 

Issues - Factors which wll I Interfere with or prevent achievement or 
measurement of specific management goals or objectives. 

A Product - Any benefit, either physical or non-physical, which people 
derive fran w I I di lfe. 

Strategies - The actions or adjustments the Department or others wfl I 
have to make to circumvent problems. 

Protected Nongame Species - Legal classification appl led by the 
Commission under Tltle 36, Idaho Code, to three of Idaho's fur
bearers; the kit fox, red squirrel and wolverine. 

Pursuit Season - Any season during which game animals may be pursued , 
with trail Ing dogs but may not be kll led. 

A Region - The geographic subdivision of Idaho administered fran an 
outlying office of the Department. 

Riparian - Vegetation adjacent to a body of water such as a stream, 
r Iver of I ake. 

Threatened or Endangered Wtldl ffe - A legal classlffcatton appl Jed by 
the Commission under Title 36, Idaho~ to one of Idaho's fur
bearers; the wol f. 
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Unprotected Wlldl ife - A legal classlffcatfon applied by the Commfsslon 
under Tftle 36, Idaho Code, to al I wfldl ffe In Idaho that is not 
specff fcal ly classtf fed as fur-bearfng antmals, game anlmats, game 
b I rds, m I gratory b I rds, predatory w i Id I l f e, protected nongane 
spec I es, or threatened or endangered w fl di I fe. The badger ls the 
only furbearer ln Idaho that fs classlfled as unprotected wfldl lfe. 

Wlldl lfe - A broad term which refers to al I wlld anlmals In Idaho. 

A~ONYMS USED: 

ADC - Anlmal Damage Control Program, administered by the USFWS. 

BLM - Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Depar-tment of the Interior. 

CAP - Citizens Against Poaching. 

INEL - Idaho Nuclear Engineering Laba-atory. 

USFS - Forest Service, U.S. Depar-tment of Agrlculture. 

USFWS - U.S. Fish and Wfldl lfe Service, Depar-tment of Interior. 

WMA - Wfldl lfe Management Area, property c:.ned by the Depar-tment 
which Is managed specif lcal ly to prov I dew fl di lfe habitat. 
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