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Jtaunock combincd.t Lewis and Clark's estimate of oYer 13,000:? ancl 
Hoss's of 3G,000 3 are of course purely conjectural. 

While by commuHity of habitat and frequent intermarriage the Sho. hone 
:1re most closely affilintec.l with the Bannock, they belong linguistically to 
the same subdivision as the Comanche, who arc commonly rcgardc·d as a 

rather recent offshoot from the Wyomi11g Shoshones ." 
The theory has been put forward that the Sho:;lione fonw~rly occupil'd 

the Plains country and were driven ,vestwaFJ by the attacks of Prairie 
tribes. According to Brinton,!; all the Shoshonrans 011cc inhabited the area 
b~twecn the Great Lakes an<l Hocky i\Iountaius. In a recent pap(~r, 
Professor Kroeber fiucls this vie,\· "highly improbable on account of the 
gl·1frral distribution of dialect ic groups " and "without support on iinzuist ic 
~rounds."6 This conclusion is corroborated by the complete absence of 
migration lcge11ds among the Lemhi aitJ Xernda !':ihoshonL'an.3, and by a m11n
Ler of cultural traits. The old type of Shoshone (hrclling, the Jen·lopml'nt 
of fishing, the chase for smnH game, the ·wcaYing of sage-brush bark anc.l of 
rabbit-skin blankets, the extreme simplicity of their social organization, the . 
Yirtual absence of buffalo talcs and the mythological importance of the 
coyote and the wolf, all bear om the supposition of a. lung occupancy of the 
Plateau region. The I1istorically recorded ,n·st,rnr<l m0Ycme11ls of Sho~ 
~!tone LanJs driYcn by Plains tri bes thus shrink into· purely local migi·ations 
not affecting the tribe as a wholf'. The influence of Prairie culture is, of 
toursc, undeniable, but its opcration belongs to a, relati.wly late period. 

MATERIAL CULTURE. 

Objects of Stone, Bone and Sh ell. The· Shoshone made kniYes· by break
in~ pieces of ob ·idi· u,7 which was common in their· cc·.mtry, an1l selecting 
.-. uitable, sharp-edged fragments, often· of irregular shapL' . A piece an 
i11l'h or two long was not rejected so long as it would cut. The edge was 
rt-newed by means of .an elk or J eer horn. Sometimes a ,rnocl,_ii or horn 
!:~ndle was attache<l, bnt this was frequently lacking.8 In fashioning ai-ro,v 
J•oint::;, similar piecc-s of ousidian were broken v.u', laic.l upon a hard stone, 

1 ~choolcraft, YI. 6£'7. 
: Ibid., YI, 118 -11 9. 
1 RO:-$, I, '.?51; II, 150. 
• )Ioon1:y, (a) 10-13. K rocb1:r, (cl ) 111. 
l Drinton, 121. 
• Kroeber, (d ) 165. 
1 Obsillbn (t!u'pi ) is s til i favorabI.r:co1:1pared with iron, because it is na':u,runt (powE: rful, 

c ~,,n~). which iron is !lut. 
1 Le\,·is and C!ark, UI, 19; W yeth. 213. 
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Bannock.1 Stone scrapers consisting of thin segments of quarfzi c, made 
Lv striking the rock a smart blow, were found by Leidy both in actual use 

3 ;1d in an old grave.2 They were circular or OYal, sharp-edged; convex on 
one side and flat on the other. 

Awls, salmon-gigs, and sometimes the caches in the hand-game, were 
of bone. Besides antlers, sharpened ribs were used as scrapers in the 
preparation of hides. Drinking cups and spoons 3 were made of mountain
sheep or buffalo horn. In the manufacture of bows, the horns of mountain
sheep and elk ·were used, after being 111oldcd by heating and wetting; they 
were worked smooth by scraping with ·sharp stones and· drawing between 

. two rough stones.~ Sh B were used for personal decoration only. Abalone 
ornaments were obtained in trade from the coast Inc.lians.5 

Prep~-ration of II-ides. Buffalo, r.lk, and, in recent times, cowskins, 

'\~/\ 
. ' !1,; ... 

Fig. 2. Jliue tied to a Frame for Tanning. 

were stretched out on the ground and pegged down; whereas deerskins 
were hung up (Fig. 2). The hair is rcrno\·ed either by means of the elk
horn scraper haYing an irnn blade secured by a buckskin thong, or with a 
horse's rib. The fic,sh is rcmoYc<l with the typical serrate Prairie fleshing 
tool. The brains_ of u deer were formerly dried for a length of time rnrying 
from a few days to several ,,·eeks. then boiled with deer-bones, and the rnix
tnre was rubbed in t0 soften the hide. The hide is put in cold water,. wrunf; 

1 Cu tin, 13, 80, . 
' Leidy, 653. 
a Spoons wer(' sometimes made of wood (Townsend, 260). 
• Wyeth, 212. 
I Lewi~ and Clark, II, 372, 378. 
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.According to l\Iuson, 1 the Sho5hone employed three ki 11ds of buckskin, 

-white, yellow and brown. The hair was oft.en remo,·cd by rolling up the 

bide in ashes wet ·with warm water for a few days. "Tlw hair was then 

rcmoYcd by means of a ,vooden knife, a rib, or in later ti111es ,vith an old 

case-knife or bit of hoop-iron. The yellow and the browu skins recei,·cd 

their tint by drying them oYer a smoldering fire of dry willow for the former 
and gr~cn willow for the latter color. The skins were Yigorously pulled 
and stretched in cYcry direction while the drying ancl smol:i11g were going 
on." .Mason's account is probably dcrin-Lt from descriptioris of the method 

of Paiute and l"tc tanners, whose implements are repro<lu<;1;d in his paper 

(Plates XC and XCII). 
Pottery. "Co'go-wi'tO\d~," earthen pots, were referred to by seYeral 

of my informants, and nn old woman professed to haYc SH:ll some in her 

youth. 'I'hc cxi::;tcnce of pottery is aflirmcd by Lc"·is,2 who .-;peaks of "pots 

in the form of a jar made either of earth, or of a white_ soft :tone." Sr ill 

}'ig, 4 (50-G-10·1.) Loom for Bcad-wea vi11g. Length, 5:; <;111. 

more explicit is a statement by Hoss, ·who pronouuccs the Shr✓ :-;}wnc the l.1cst 

of western potters. "The clays to be found nil owr their nf:. !_ivc soil arc of 

cxce11ent quality, and haYc not been o,·crlookc<l by them." Tiefcrcncc is 

m~1de to cylindri c-al kettles a nd water-jars wi th stoppers, ·w:,idt were al.:;o 
used for holding fish, oil ancl grcasc.3 

E·111.uroidcry cmd Weaving. The de~igns prod~1ced wid1 q11ills and in 

beadwork will be considered later. XowadaYs,- in bcadir.;:. the wome11 
frequently employ a bow-shaped loom uotcheci at both cnd.c, -:0r the recep
tion of the single striugs (Fig. 4). T'hc use of looms in mo(k:--:J beachrnrk is 

rather common on Indian rc::;crYations, especially in the sc:lw</ =· The frame 
is, howcYcr, e:~~ncra1ly rcctangul.:ir,4 instead of being arc:hed ::'3 among the 
Shoshone. The process of cmbrniclerin~ rc5cmblcs the se r· r✓ :1d Yarietv · of 
~fonomini bca<lwork as illustrated by Il~ffman.5 "·here k -~_, is arc sc .. wed 
directly 011 cloth or-1;uc:kskin, the Sho:l10nc, as a rule, ha,·c nr, , .":-finik system 

---- ·----- -- - --
1 :\Ia::;on (a) 57:!. . 
2 J.fewis and Clark, III, 19. 
3 Ro.;:s, I, :!;"3-➔• 
• Hoffm..i.n, :?60, fig. 45. 
~ Ibid., 2,1, fl~. 47. 

.. ----._._~-~~-~~------ __,.......,._....., ___ ~_ -~-------
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The nose w~s nen•r pierced for the insertion of ornam~nts. Beads "·ere 
worn suspendc-d from the ear in little bunC'hes, sometimes being inter.mixed 
with triangular pieces of sheil. Xowadays, men and women ha.Ye one or 
two perforations in either ear, and wear earplugs or rings. Frequently 
the plug is perforated to admit a brass ring. The ears arc picr(:cd at a Yery" 

early age; sometimes as many as fiye holt>s are made. 
The explorers found both sexes "·caring th<'ir hair "in a loose Jank flow 

over the shoulders an<l face"; ouly a few mC'n had two equal cues hanging 
over each ear and dr~nrn in frunt of the body. The men tied on eagle feath
ers and sometimes attached bea<ls to the front of the crmrn. .At pr<>sent 
the men usually haYe t"·o cues in front, with an occasional third in the rear; 
the cues are dc(:orated "·ith strips of weasel or otter skin and feathers. The 
women part their hair in the_ milldle and, with a little piece of wooll, put rc<l 
paint on the I li Yid~ng line; braids arc Yery rare with them. The old-:;tylc 
bru~h (no'tllye) c:onsistccl of a bunc:h of dried pi~a co'nip (spear ?-grass). 

Fig. 7 (50-6412). J3c:ad Necklace. Length, 32 cm. 

The hair of the beard is pulled out "·ith iron~ formerly brass, tweezers. I 
saw only two men with moustaches; one ,ras a medicine-man who deriYed 
his name Tumodzo, Bl::id:-:\Ioustache, from this peculiarity. 'Ihc finger
nails were filed with a srnnll, rough, flat stone. 

Tattooing was noi practised, except that ,rnmen sometimes punctured 
a small Gircle on their forehead, .nose or checks, and introduced soot or 
grease, or some other black substance \Yhich ldt an indelible stain.1 The 
men paint their face with a, mixture of grease and bi'c:ap, re<l paint. The 
women also employ bi'cap, which is kept in small btll:kskin pouches. tirJ 
at the top ,,·ith a buckskin thong. Young girls sometimes painted ·wi1h 
white clay. Black and .5.'k-lmi (bluish ?) paint were also in use. The 
ways of painting for a dance will be described later. In washing, the mouth 
is filled with water, which is squirted in a stream at the hands, which then 

wet the hair and face. 
D-zcellings. The majority of the Lemhi liYed in log-cabins at the tin. t: 

1 _Lewis and Clark, II, 373. 
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of my Yisit. These face the entrance to the summer-shades, ho'gii-gan1 

(shade-lodge), "·here the greater part of the day i:, spent during the warm 
season. The ho'gi.i-gani ha a. r_ectangu]ur ground-plan, about tweh-c feet 
by ten, bounded by four forked po:;ts rarely more thnn six feet high, which, 
with beams passing from crotch to crotch, support the flat roof of brush and 
t\Yigs. The wans are also formell of brush; somctimrs there is a partial 
coYcriug of canrns. As food is prepared in this shelter, a fireplace may be 
maintained _in the center. Smaller shades fo1· temporary . use were made 
by arrauging a few willows or cottomr~ods in the arc of a. circle. For feasts 
and some .dances, a circular enclosure is similarly constructe<l. At a dis
tance of about twenty feet from the maiu· habitation, there is often a rude 
conical stmcture of uncxcoriated branehrs or trnnks, much lower than µ 

tipi an<l walled ,\·ith Lrush or canvas. This sen-es as the mcmtrual hut 
(hu'na-gnni) . . Some-times the me1!strual hut is <lomc-slrnped, after the 
fashion of the s,,·eat-lodgl's (nft'bacoko-g .. rni); but still lo,,·cr and smaller, 
just large enough for a single person to era wl in. 

I saw very few (canvas-con're(l) tipis, one of which was used cxclusiwly 
for the storage of dance-regalia .. Skin-lodges ,H'rc, however, the common 
chrcllings of all ban<ls in contact with tl c Prairie tribes during the last 
century.1 The L emhi Yisite<l Ly Lewis possessed a single "leather" lodge; 
but this was due to the recent lo.-s of their ti1~is in a fight ,vith the .-\.tsina,2 

which obliged them to co11struct small conic~d lodges of willow branches 
and Lrush .3 The cru<li ty of thi.'.'> style of dwelling led to the drsignation of 
the Snakes as Bad Lodges in the sign-language of the Plains.4 According 
to the Lemhi thcrnsclws, snppor(c<l by the testi111ony of thc·ir m:ihs, the 
habitation preceding the skin tipi was small and of conical shape, resembling 
the modern menstru al hut. In summer it " ·as simply ,vallcd wi!l1 brush; 
but ii1 the winter there was a tl1atching of sage-brush, or .more commonly 
of <lry pi'a co'nip, (spear-grass) whence the name co_ni-gan1, grass-lodges. 
The Kiowa still remember tl1c Shoshone as formerly ch ·elli1;g in lodg('s of 
intcrwm·en ru ·hes or gnn,, and h n.Ye u:u nccl them accorlliugly.5 Bonne-

. Yillc described huts ·hapcd like a· hay-sta ·k and constructed of willow 
branches coYcred with long· gra ., ; these ·were sometimes su1-rom1dcc(by a 
small cnclosur~ of ,rnnnwoocl, about thrc~ feet high.6 Semi-c;rcuhn· straw
thatchcd dwelling.-, were foun<l by Frcmont.7 The 'YVestern Shoshone of 

1 Townsend, '257. 
2 Lewi;; and Clark, II, 34.3. 
a Ibid., II, 300, 343, 3.'>2. 
4 Cla rk, 337. 
5 )loou~y, (b) 160. 
8 Irving, (a) 255. 
1 Fremont, 170. 
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Nernda ha Ye kc:pt wikiups of ~truw or tule. reeds until quite recent times.1 

In this respect they resemble their congeners, the Paiutc, whose ordinary 
habitation is dc.::cribcd as a. "small rounded hut of tule rushes oYcr a frame
work of poles, "·ith the ground for a floor and the fire in the center and al
most entirely open at the top.":i Th re i absolut ]y no eYi<lcncc that the 
Shoshone eYer construct d semi-subterranean earth-lodges. On the other 
hand, they an<l kindred tribes are om -timrs mention~~d by early travelltrs 
as caYc-dwcllers.3 

The flooring was of pi'a co'nip, foliage and brush. Antelope and other 
skins sc1Tcc.l for scats and bccls. Mats ma<le from large (tule ?) rnshcs 
wc~·c also used to sleep on. 'I'hcy were about fonr feet " ·ide and, when 
carried, "·er~ rolled up like a scroll} For s torage, parCTcchcs and other raw
hide bngs were employed; berries were kept in bags of silk-gras.::; bark.5 

\Yithin recent times, N"ez Perce Lags (cai'rnogots) of Yarious sizes haYe 
become Yery popular, sometimes as many as half a do~cu being used in a 
single dwelling; they arc all obtained by trading. 

When on the warpath, the Shoshone erected a ,:;helter by simply insert
ing half a dozen willow branches in the curth, making a semi-cylindric-al 
framework, oYcr which blankets were sprca<l.6 

-Ecoxmnc LIFE. 

The economic life of the N'orthrrn Sho~honc differed fundamentally 
in the summer and wintl'r. From the middle of Mny to September, they 
dwelt on the tlibutarics of the Colu 1 Jin, sub. isting mainly on almon. 
\\'hen the .fish perished, or i-eturncd, the L:rnhi Shoshone united with other 
Snake bands and, joining the FlathcaJ, <l.c ·c.cudcJ cast of the Rocky Moun
tains in quest of buffalo. The people uct by L ewis and Clark in .August, 
1S05, were on the point of beginning their hunting expedition; they were· 
already seriously . uffcring from wa11t and were only able to entertain their 
visitors with an odd salmon and dried choke-cherries. Lewis states tb:it 

they greatly dreaded their eastern ncigl1bors and, accordingly, returned 
spccdjly to the salmon counfry as soon as they had obtained a suflicient stork 
of dried meat.7 Othrr bands of Shoshone arc <lc~cr!bcd as t)lJical Plain=

peoples, permanently <'ngagc<l in the pursuit of the buffalo. Tl~is is cxplit .. 

1 Report 1S!)0, 38,i . er. Wyeth, 214. 
2 :\[ooni:y, (a) 1050. 
3 Domenech, II, ::?56-7. Rem~-. I, 129. 
• Wyeth, ~14. 
a Lewis and Clark, III, 12 • . 
e Bourke, 340. 
., Lewis and C!:uk, II, 373-4, 385; III, 23 Domenech, II, 61. 
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ith· !-tatcd of the Shirry-dikas (Ca'ro-rika. = Dog-eaters) by Ross 1 and 
ti the Green RiYer Snakes by Wyeth.2 

JI 1mt-ing. Buffalo were hunkd on horseback in typical Prairie fashion . 
Th<' .Blackfoot method of <lriYing a herd down a ledge is said to luwe been 
unknown. Autelopes \Ycre also hunt ·cl 011 horeback. As it was found 
impo~sihlc to OY?rtakc _them with a single horse-, the Shoshone would sepa
rate to the distance of .ih-e or six miles ar':luncJ a herd, generally selecting an 
cmincnce for a stand. One or two men pt1rsue<l the herd at full speed and, 
after seYeral miles, "·ere rdieYecl by other hunters on fresh horses. This 
n:lay chase was continued until the exhau!:itcd animals coultl be dispatched 
with arrows . It would sometimes take forty or fifty huntns half a day to 
kill two or three antelopes by this method. During Lewis's Yisit, twenty 
men set out after a herd ·of ten head and were unable to capture a single 
animal in a t,ro hour::;' run.3 IrYirig records that the surrounded antelopes 
were killed by men, womrn and boys with club:; . .J. Another method, called 
oriJ'ongEn, was to stalk the game dressed in an antelope skin and with a 
headgrar of antelope lwrns, and to ·shoot the approaching animuk5 This 
method was sometimes used to lure mountain sb ep. The customary way 
was to pur.~ue th •m with scwral dog:-; until they were dri ,·en to a high roek 
where they could be easily shot. Th arrow-points W(•re ·omctimcs tipped 
with a mixture of blood nml a po~·onous root called I'zai. 

F,Jk and deer arc saiJ to ha.Ye Leen relatin-1) rare in the eotmtry of ihc 
Lemhi pcoplc.6 .-\rcording to one of n'\y inform:ints, deer were sometimes 
killecl in winter Ly planting poisonetl sp(·ars in th e grnund. Smaller game, 
such as groumlliogs, jack-rabbits, cotiontai]s and p1:airic-dog.s "·ere hunted 
liy the boys with the aid of their dogs.; Sage-h ,ns were dtfrcn .into an en-
1.·losme, or trapped with noosrs. \Yol · and fox s- were ~a::tred.8 Owing 

·· lo the scarcity of fo<Jd, the custom,uy distribution of the gauic amo·ng nJl the 

l!1d11Lers of a hand seems to ha \·e been suspended -at timc-s, each hunter 
!•rl·serring his booty for liimsdf c1nd his immediate family.0 

· 

Fishing . Salmon_ constituted the principal means of subsistence dur
i:1g the fishing s ason, but sturgeon and trcut were also (•aught. They 
\o.' l•rc speared, t'anght · in nets, or trapped by means of we.irs. The spears 
1·1J11:;istc<l of a long pole \\·ith a Lone gig about t,:;o and a half inches long, 1° 

1 Ros;,, I, 249-51. 
2 Wyeth, 21P, :2:'!7. 
3 Lewis ancl Clark, II, 3-HL 
' In·ing, (a) •101- :! . 
.3 Remy, I, 128. 
e Lewis aml Clark, II, 3-l6. 
7 lrY!ng, (a) '.?59. 
a Lewis aml Cla,:k, II, 373. 
o Ibid., HI, 18. 

1o Lewi.;; aml Clark give the length as from fom to six inches; III, 9. 
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to which a smaH strong line ,ms attached near the mi<ldle, connecting it 
with the shaft about two feet from the point. Towards the forward end of 
this head there was a small hole, "·hich entered i+- rangjng acutely toward 
the point of the head; it ·was quite shallow. In this hole, the fro~t end of 
the shaft was placed. The shaH \';as about ten feet long. When a salmon 

or sturgeon wai struck~ the hea<l became <lctached from the shaft and turned 

crosswise to its direction while entering. If the fish was strong, the staff 

I 
:·~ I 

't" · 1·1 i,.t~~t . 
. 

' --; . . 

was relinquished and acted as a buoy until the 
exhausted fish could be seeured. A mo<lern salmon

gig, ·consisting of an iron nail and a piece of bone is 

i!lustrate<l in, Fig. S. 
The "-'hosho11c were in the habit of constructing 

barriers of stonc-s or brush on small streams to force 
the iish into certafn places, \\·here they watched for 
them, often at night, \\'ith a torch.1 These barriers 
sometimes eonsisted of nets of closely-\\·oyen \\·illO\rs, 
stretche<l Ycrtieally and extC11ding seYcral feet aboYe 

the surfaee . . They n·re g ncrally constructed in slues 

on<l ereeks rathrr than in wide and deep parts of the 
1-iYer . . "A number of InJinns enter the water aLout a 
hundred yards abo,·e the net, and, ,rnlking closel:·, 

<lrirn the fi sh in a body against the wickerwork. 
Herc they frequently become entanglrd and are ahrays 
checked; the spear is then used dC'xterously, an~l they 
arc thrown out, one by one, upon the shore." 2 

Ross describes a \Yararika,fishing scene, ... -here from 
fifty to a hundred incn were busily engaged, some 
wading into the water to th ·ir "·aists and spearing tlw 
fish with fourteen-foot shafts; ,d1ile many erected scaf

folds, and oth~rs stood on projecting rocks "·ith scoop-
Fig. 8 (5(}-G-126) nets or stretched their netting in the narrow channels. 

Salmon-gig. Length, 
11 cm. The youngsters carried the fish home for the \\'OllH.'11 HI 

clean and prepare.3 Bourke s:rn· the Shoshone construd 
a dam of rocks and a wattlc-\\·ork of willo,Ys, which allowccl the ,rntcr 11• 

pass, but retained so!ids. The spot was guarded by two or tltree watch· 
men. The rest of the party 11101111te<l their ponies, started <lown-strc[llll t,l 

a fasorable place, entered, and began to ascend the current, lashing 1h· 
surface of the ,rnter in from with long poles, "·hile joining in a medici:?•· 
song "The frirrhtenc<l trout hnYiwr 110 other mo<lc of esca1)e would d:i:--

• t:, ' • 0 ' 

1 Wyeth, 213. 
2 Townsend, 265. 
s Uoss, 269. 
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up-strt'am only to be held in the dam, from ,Yhich the Indians ,rnuld calmly 

proceed to take them in gunnysacks."1 

Wyeth speaks of scoop-nets aml seines, both resembling those used by 

whites; the knots used in netting also seemed to be of exactly the same 
character. · The leaded line was formed by attaching · oblong rounded 
stones which had a sunken grooYe near the middle in which to wind the 
attaching ligature. Reeds were used for floats. The nets were made with 
the outer bark of a weed, Yd1ich n1adc a stronger line than any of V{yeth's 
own. "The twine is formed by layillg the fibre douLled across the lrnre~

the bight towards the left, au<l held bet,,·een the thumb and finger of that 
hand, with the two parts which arc to form the t,vinc toward the right and a. 
little separated; rolling these t\\·o parts between the knee and right hand 
outwardly from the operator, and twisting the bight between the thumb aucl 
finger _of the ldt huwl forms the thrc.-vl. ~fore fibre is added as that first 

commcuced on diminishes in size, so as to make a continuous and equal 
line. In this way excellent twine is mrr<le much more rapidly than could 

be cxpccted." 2 
. 

The method of trapping fish by the aid of weirs and baskets combined, 

is best described and illus trate<l by Lewis a11d Clark. The weir, obs~rYc<l 
by them, cxtcnclccl acro:;s four ckrnneJ . ._, three of ,Yhich were narro\\· and 
~topped by tree trunks. These .'.3 upportc<l the willow-stakes which wtrc 
,lriwn clowu dosl'ly enough to preYtnt the passage of the salmon. Abm1t 

the center of carb, a basket eighteen or twenty feet long, cylimhical at the 
top and tapering towards the bottom, was · opposed to a. small aperture in 
the weir with its moi..nh up-strl'aq1. The basket was so uarrow at its lower 
extremity that the fi:-jh, :when once inside, could not turn about; they ,wr~ 
taken out by unt;·ing the small ends of the: longitudinal willows. The weir 
in the main channel \Y~1s somc'what differently contriYeJ, ina.:much as there 
were two distinct weirs, each furnished " ·ith t\\·o baskets. The one was 
1ll':;igncd to take the salrnon in asccn<liug, the other in <lesccn<ling.3 

· Food. To a consi<lc,:aLle e. ·tent, the S110 ·hone dcpl'n<lcd on vl.'gdablc 
food, and to tbi:- fact is clue the name of "Diggers" occasionally applied to 
J•ortions of the tribe. Th s ed.:; of inu~· monoph!]lhts were gathered and 
. torcJ for the winter.4 Sun-flower .-ecih were knocked into gatlicring-b,:skcts 
,,·irh woYcn trays.. BJ pounding and friction between smootl: sto!1e.s, they 
\'.'t•rc rcduccu to flour. A mixtmc of sunflower seeds, lambs-quarter anJ 
:-t•r\"icc-Lcrrics was pouu<lcd and made intQ a kind of bread.5 Often the 
-------- - - ------------·------------------

1 Bourke, 3-:l l. 
2 Wyeth, 213--:l. 
3 Lewis and Clark, III, 6-7; fi gure, page 7. 
• Remy, I, 13.5. 
6 Lewis awl Cla.rk, III, 42. Gass, 118, 121. 

' 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

188 Anthropoloyicu.l Papers ;1merican .Museum of Natural History. ·_ [Vol. II, 

pounded mass ·of .:ecds ,Yas roasfecl in a long, flat willow-tray. Cho_kc-dier- . · 
ries were mashed ,,·ith stones an<l dried in the sun. SeiTicc-berri s were 
prepared in the same way, sometimes on scafiolds, made into cakes, and 
stored in bags.1 ~ 

In gathering roots, the ,rnn~en obsc1Trd by ·wyeth rmployPd crooked 
sticks with cun·ed ends sharprned by firing an<l rubbing against a rough 
tone. Sometimes the implement con:--isted of an elk or deer horn attached 

to a stic-k.2 I saw three cligging-stic·ks, Yarying from two · to three fed in 
.leugth. _-\.11 \Yere of iron an<l pointc<l at the Lottom. Two had an iron 
knob at the top; the thinl \\·as prO\·ided ,rith a horizontal picc:c _of woo~l for 
a handle, ,rhic:h was c:l a:-;pe<l \Yith the le-ft hand palm-up, a11<l in ren•rse 
fashion by the right. Yampa (Anctltmn gmvl'olcns) was a farnrite article 
of food. It was-sometimes eaten green, or dried, 1Yithout any preparation 
or poundccl to a mealy substance which thickened wit.h boiling " ·atcr.3 

Valerian.a cdulis was baked in the ground for two clays to dcpriYe it of its 
strong poisonous qualities:' Camn ' S root.,_ '\H' rC placed in pit::; un<lerground, 
iuto which hot stones had been placed. Herc they ,Ycrc kept for sc,·cral 
days until "of a dark-br0\n1 color and s\\·cct as molasses." Often ·they 
were made into cakes by washing, pressi11g aml baking slightly in the sun.5 

At present, camass is boil?<l to a gelatinous consistency in modern kettles. 
Lewis and Chtrk mention a kind of artichoke (prniric-turnip) which was 
hardened Ly drying .md boiled, and an unidentified white root which was 
always boilcd.6 

A basket sen• d for a · boiling-pot. Stones were heated and deposited 
in the basket with the food, "produC'ing a mess mi:\:c<l with soot, ashes and 
<lirt." 7 Domenech states that the baskets ,Yere coYerc<l "·ith buffalo skins 
an<l placed in an excaxafion when usecl for <:ool-:ing.8 Both fish and game, 
as "'ell as puh-erized boncs,9 "·ere boiled. Fish were dric<l with berries. 
often ou scaffolds. The rc,l ahuon-C'ggs ,rcrc also eaten; dried and poundeJ 
they matle a good soup.10 Sc·rp nt s, li%ar ls, gras. hoppers, mice, cricket~. 
and pismii- ·s were thrown into a. lm:gl.! tray with burning c:indcrs and tossed -
to and fro un til roaste<l. Hoa:stcd ::mts ,Yerc kept in bags for future use. 

In making fire the Shosho!1e t,Yirh.l a, blunt drill in the caYity of a soft 

1 Lewi~ and Clark, lII, 12, 15; II, 342. Townsend, 268. 
2 Wyeth, 213. 
3 Fremont.. 124. Le,ds and Clark, III, 13. 
• Fremont, 135. 
5 To,Ynsend, 247. 
(j Lewis antl Clark, III, 13. 
1 Wyeth, 211. 
a Domenech, II, 244. 
1 Wyeth, 217. 

Jo Cass. 121. 
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.spongy hear~h (Fig. 9, a), so that the particles of ,mod separated by the fric
tion were heaped up in a little pile. In rolling the drill betv,eeu the palms,. 
it was pressed d_cnrnward:;; and ,rbcn the hauds had descended to the bot-

, tom, they were rapidly brought bnck to the top and repeated the work until 
the dust ignited. Dry grass and rotten wood were employed as tinder. 
Lc,ris was surprised to find that fire coul<l thus be obtained in less than a 

minute/ ,Yyeth dcscriLcs the hearth as dry and hard, the shaft as about 
two feet iu b1gth and three-eighths of an inch in diameter. According to 
\Ywth, ,rhcn the hand.;;; of the manipulator had approached the lmn·r end, 

th~-y were rrlicYed by those of a second operatot.2 The drill of all Sho
shonean tribes is unique in being spliced,- a characteristic shurc<l only by 
the fircstick of the Klamath.3 

.-\ specimen from Wind Hiwr (Fig. 9, c) h::ts 
a sage-wood hC.'ad, thinned tO\\·arJs the upper ('n<l so as to fit into the split, 

"Fig .. 9 (a, 50-G-10S-A; h, 50-fi40S-Il). L emhi II tea rt Ii ancl Drill. Lengths, 20 cm., 37 cm. ,c, 50-23:?9 B). \Yiml RiYer D1ill. Lcn~th, 75 cm. . 

wl1ieh is \\Tap}K·d with buckskill; each head ·can be 'easily remoYecl and 
rt ... inscrtec.l. · The slwft is of :-en-ice-berry woocl. In a Lemhi model (Fig. 

-~•. b), the lw;c1d cauuot he extricated,- being securely lashed with sincv; both 
· at its tapering extrewity and ilt the l°'n~r encl of the shaft. Long ropes were 

twi:-;tc<l from the . bark of worm\\·ood nncl carried about lighted as a slow
:::?. teh, ·which would be used to ignite suitable dry woo<l:' Sage-brush was 
~;),o u:;cd for torches. I saw a willow fire-<lrill split at the lower end to 
~> ·1·t•ire thr~ blunt point. 

Transportation mid Trade. As has often been pointed out, tl~c intro-
·L1uion of the horse effected momentous changes in Indian modes of life. 
·11ti:• L mhi Shoshone ha,·e no hi ·torical tradition as to the way hor cs w re . 
::i,t ohtaincd by them. Clark states that tlieir first ponies ·were secured 

1 Lewis an<! Clark, 11!, 2!. Cass, 121. 
z Wyt-th, 21 -1. 
3 Hough, ;336, 538- 5-10. 
• Ir\'ing, (a) 2.j9. 
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from the Comanche.1 At the time of Lewis and Clark'-s visit, they ha<l just 
suffered defeat at the hands of the .Atsina; newrthelcss the number of horses 
in the tribe ·.ras at first cstimatc<l at 400, and later at 700. Each "·arrior 
kept one or ·more horses tieJ to a stake near his lodge, both day anLl nig~1t. 
The horses bore Spanish brands, and there were some mules said to ha.Ye 
been dcriYcd from the same source. Bridle-bits and stirrups were also 
obtained from the Spaniards. The Shoshone ranked as expert equcstrinns. 2 

Streams were sometime~ crossed in rnft , which wrrc ::1bout eight feet 
long. Small bundles of reeds, \Yith the butt-ends lashed together, were 
placed with their small ends out,rni'cls. SeYeral Lun<lfos were united so as 
to form a cavity 011 top. There was no attcm.pt to render the craft tight; 
the n:n·igntor <lcpendcd largely on the buoyancy of the material. The raft 
was propelled by pnnting.3 

. There are two types of c:n <llc-board . One form consists of a board 

about one meter long, cun·ed c.·onYexly aboYc an<l concaYely below, allll 
tapering towards the bottom. There is a cowring of white buc:kskin, fringe,! 
in the back, an<l proYided with a, hooded pocket in front, for the insertion 
of the infant, \Yhieh is tightly lace<l \Yith strings. }'rom a bent stick, "·hid1 
may be raised and lmYered, there is su:;pcndrd an a\,·ning that scn ·cs as:! 
sunshade. 1'he ehild'::. hack rested against the board, and the cradle wa~ 
carried like a knapsack by means of a shoul<ler-strap. 1 This type is char· 
acteristic of the Sahaptin.5 The form illustrated in Fig. 10 <loes not difft i 
in general shape; but the frame consists of a hoop and ii series of transwr.-,· 
willow-sticks lashed down to the rim on both sides, from a <listance of twcmy· 
five centimeters from the top to " ·ithiu eight centimeters from the lo,r1· ~ 

1 Clark, 33S. 
z Lewis and Clark, II, 3-tS, 37:?; III, 19, 31-2. 
3 Wyeth, 214. Fremont, !GS. Ro-;s , I, 27-:l. · Irdng, (b) II, 21. 
• Cf. Remy, I, 127. 
5 :\lason, (i::) 186-7. 
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e1g 1t to trn dolla1~.~ in Do:;to 
goods.3 0£ . 
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fC'Jccted. 4 In Frcn1011t' , , 
m S (1 ,l 
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1 J,e,Yis and c 
2 Ibid., III, :!,. 
3 Townsend, :2 

. 
4 Ibid, 252, 20 
5 FrE:monr, 16 
11 )fasoo, (d) G 
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md of the cradle. The gradually shortened willow-sticks a.re closely united 
1,,. three string.:; passing through perforations made near the extremities and 

c~'ntrc of each. In the middle, the sticks are braced by a perpendicular 

rOll nailed to the uppermost ~rnnsn:rse bar and the lower e.xtremi_ty of the 

hoop. . 
Trade was carried on especially with the Flathead, .. -ez Perce and 

Cayuse. The Nez Perce would pay a horse for four bags of salmon. Ten 
sheep, or two _ bearskins, were considered the equal of a. horse. Buffalo 

meat and various kinds of pt>ltry were tradec..l to nnd fro. Lewis and Clark 

iound metal arrow-points, which had been secured from the Crow 011 the 

Yellowstone in exchange for ponics.1 Lewis purcha;:;cd hor;:;es of the Snakes, 

giYing an axe, a knife, a. handkercl1ief, and p:i.int for each. l\Iules had to be . 
bought at approximately twice the amount of property; and some mules 
were considrrcd worth three or four hor:-;cs.2 The cessation of hos tilities 

with other tribes naturally promoted trading, so that articles of fo"i.'cign make, 

Blackfoot toLacco pouches, an<l e. pcc·iall:· .\"ez ·Perce Lagi:i, arc at present 

extremely common. ln ] 83-1, the 11or111al price of a dried salmon "·as a 
straight awl and a small fr,h-hook, Yalued at one cent; ten fish were giYen 

for . a common butcher kni'l'c worth eight cents . Individual tribc-smen 

preferred to get beads and paint. A bcaYcr skiu, then Yalued at from 
,:ight to ten dollars in Boston, w.1.-; sold for tweh·e and a. half cents' worth of 

goods.3 Of comsc, the supply regalatcJ the price; in time of dearth, 

t·xccssiYe prices \YCrc asked for sahnun, or e\·cn exorbitant ofYers might be 

rl·j..x:ted.4 In Fremont's day, clothiug was ea6crly sought, and a fc,~- gar
ments were gladly purchased with a disproporliouatc amount of food.5 

WARFARE. 

The 111ililary equipment of the Shoshone consis.ted of bmvs and an~s, 
1,ngwnoggans, sl!l~_kls an~l skir~ _armor. Two types or-Lo,vs occurre<l. 
The diaracterisLically Shoshoncan -bo\,·, shared by the Canacliun .Atha

h.~cans, Aparhc, .KaYajo, aud Pueblo tribes, i.~ described by :i\t.ason as nar
r,m·, onite in section, aml si"ncv:;-]ined. The occurrence of sin~w lining on 
l ._,·,\.-, from the Plains is attributed by l\Jason to ·contact with the Great Basin 
:iibcs.li Lewis and Clark found bows of cedar and pine with tl1eir backs · 

t Lewis anc.l Clark, Hf, 19 . 
7 Ibid., Ill, :.?8; II, 37 4. 
3 Townsend, :.?tH. Cf. P..oss, I, 2,'57-8; 11, 98. 
• Ibid, 252, 263 
a _Fremon t, 169. 
o ~Iason, (d) 6-13, explanation to Plate LXII. 
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covered with sinew and glue.1 Elk-horn bows of similar construction, 
made of a. single piece and sinew-backed, occurred; they · were often 
ornamente<l with porcupine _quills wrapped for some distance at both 
extremities. Of a different type iYcrc the compound bighorn bows, con
sisting of two parts spliced in the center " ·ith sturgeon-glue and with 
deer-sinews wound around the splice. At the center, two deer-sinews were 
strongly glued before winding the splice an<l sec:urcd by their butt-cn<ls, the 
small ends bending out,rnrd at the ends of the bow. Sometimes the sin-: 
ews cowred the whole width of the back. For ornament, the skin of a. 
snake was glued to the bow. The .-tring "·as of twisted sinew and used 
loose; the archer made use of a wrist-guard.:i The arrow-shaft was about 
two and a half feet loug and generally made of a shrub called "grease
bush"; it "·as steamed, wetted, and immersed in hot sand and ashes. 
Por smoothing, it was <lra \Yn bct'.Ycrn t"·o rough slightly-grooYcd stones, 
coarse sand being used to increase the friction. The arro,\- \\·as unnotc-hed, 
and was feathered for about ffre inches near its rear end, leaving just 
enough space for the inarksman to pull it in <lrawing the how.3 

Sewral writers refer to the use of poi - 1. To \Yycth, the t~to":s seemed 
to haYe been dipped in some <lark-co ore-cl fluid, which had drictl on them.• 
Clark ·was told that the arrows ,rere dipped into a compound made of ~1-
vcrizecl nnis and the -~plccu 9f ~'} 1.l animal. The mixture was placed in the 
sun anJ allowc_d to decay. "'I'he result ,ms such a <.kadly poison th~•t if 
the arrow broke the skin in touching a person, it was sure to produce <lcath." 5 

Another source mentions the use of rattlesnake poison both for the chase 
and in war.6. · 

The Yu\·cr, which contained the fir~-drill as well as the arrows, ,ms 
formed o Yari~us skins, preferably of otter skin. It ,Yas narrow,· sufficiently 
long to protect its ('Ontcnts from the weather, and was \\·orn ou the _back by 
means of a strap passing o,·er the left ~houlder and under the right arm.; 
The E_?_gg, 1~10ggan consisted of a "·ooden handl~ about t,rn feet long, cov
ered with dresscJ skin, and a roun<l stone weighing two pounds, also c<:>Ycrr,1 

with leather anJ strongly united to the handle-cover by a thong; a \\Ti:-t
loop was attached to the handle/ 

The .rum-or consisted of many folds of dressed antelope skin, unitc<l with 

. t Lewis and Clark, III, 19. 
2 Ibid:, 20. Wyeth, 212, JJhlte 76. 
3 Wyeth, 212-3. 
• Il,i<l., 212. 
3 Clark, 47. 
o Report 1800, 3S6. 
7 LC:\\'is au<l Clark, III, 21. 
s Lewis and Clark, III, 21. 
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(?hie and sand. This served to protect the bodies of both men and horses. 1 

e 
The shield, made from the skin of a buffalo bull's neck, was cut a little 

larger than the desired size to allow for shrinkage, pegged down tight on 

. the ground, and coYcred with a thin layer of c1ay. Upon this were heaped 
l,urning coals, wh_ich harJcned the skin so that it could turn the point of a 

lance or a round bullet.2 Lewis gives an account of the ceremony of shield

making, to which the protective pm\·er of the shic-ld was largely attributed. 

The entire skin o~ a. buffalo bull two years old was first proYided; then a 
feast was prepared in which all the "·m·rior...;, old men, and medicine-men took 

part. A hole of the same diameter as the shield ,ms sunk in the ground 

to the <lepth of eighteen inches. ScYcral stones were heated red and thrown 

in. then water was poured on them. The green skin, which must not haYe 
ht'l'!l dried before, WU!-- spread over the steaming stones. '1'he flesh sic.le is 

bi1l next to the grounJ, allCl the workmen seize its edges and extend it in 
l'Yery direction. ..-\s the skin becomes heated, the hair separates and is 
taken off " ·ith the fingers, and the skin contracts until the " ·hule is of the . 

r~quirrd diameter . It is then taken off, lai<l 011 a ra"·hide, and trnmpled on 

witli unmoccasined fret. This trampling continues for scYeral <lays, when 

th' shield is h anJc<l to its owner and declared arrow-proof by the per
formers. There was an implicit belief in the effieacy of such a shield in 

protecting from arrows and bullets .3 Tl1e cloth cover 0f a rnorlcrn.Sl1oshone 

~liil'ld, in the ::\Iuseum, is decorated with a crescent-shaped reprcsent:,Ltion 

of the moon, around which nine ciPcular patches drnoting stars are i-anged 

in a circle. The circumference of the shielcl is decoratc<.l with hawk an<l 

1·aglc feathers. 

The Shoshone prncti. ·cd the war-customs of the Prairi~ tribes, though 

titt· time of their adoption is :mcerluin. Sigi:ral-f!.re · ·w·cre. lit on the rnoun- · 

·.1i11s to indi{~t,!g_lhe-.pcsiti@ of a hostile body.4 Lewis and Clark, as ,n-11 
:: Hoss, noted the occurrence of scalping; killing an enem:· ·without scalping 

l:!l ll was not considered m~ritorious~'o touch the corpse fast, and to 
. l-·::d a successful war-party constituted equal claims to distinclion.5 Bourke 
!:i ,•ntiqns coup-stick~ made of ,villow brancLcs, twch·e feet lone, Emfl c:ich 

L1,·ing some Jistii1ctive m ark, such as feathers, paint, ot fur::.. The owner 
•.• :· a c:oup-stick claimed the horse first struck "·ith it.0 The face was prrinted 
: · :·ore going to ·war. In a skirmish, the chief appcarcJ nal-~ci:_l to-tlic- ,n ust, 

:, .-;iring a gorcreous bonnet of carrlc feathers trailino- aloi1a the Cl'l'Ot1nd behind 
, t> . 0 0 0 0 

t lhil.l. 
2 Bourke, 335. 
s Lewis ancl Clark, III, 20. 
• Remy, I, 07. 
s Lewis aml Clark, III, 29. 
11 Bourkt, 305-6. 
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the pony's tail.1 In a drill-ride, a standard of eagle feathers attached to a 
tweh·e-foot Janee was borne alongside of the chief.2 

The scalp-dance was celebrated in the customary way. T'hc scalp was 
borne to tl;e nllagc, and clcYatccl on a, pole in the center. The daucc fol

lowed; then the scalp was giYen to the women a1: <l boys, " ·ho paraded it up 
and down, occasionally insulting it with t:umts.3 In 1870, the Shoshone 
contingent left the l"'.'nitcd States troops for their rcscrrntion to celebrate the 
scalp-clance.4 l\Iy informants gaYe two names for the scalp-dance, na'
rupinoa and wu'tabEn, or ta-wfl'tabEn. It is not quite · clear whether 

these terms a.re strictly synonymous. Only the women ,rere ~·aid to ha\'e 
taken part in the dance, which was performed in a circle nroun<l the cen
tral pole or tree from which the sca lps m ... re su~pemlcd. The men sang 
and beat a small hanJ-dnun iii accompaniment. The women wore hcad
ban<ls ornamc11te<l ·with ragle feathers unJ profu::;cly beaded capes. Ac
cording to another account, the men wrre seated ancl three or four women 

/< alternately approached and rec:cdcJ from them. ~h.1ps " ·orth noting 
that the scalp-dance plays a, promineut part in one uf rhc i:nportant rnyth5, 
where Coyote, disguised as an old worn:rn, enter::. the enemy's camp to 
reco,·cr his brother's scalp (page 2·12). While the men \Ycre alway;, killed 
and scalped, women were sometimes taken capti,·c.. At ·times they arc said 

to haYe been maltreated .and butchered by the Shoshone women.5 

Bourke mentions the· J~Jutilation of ene111ies' corpses in rnenge of a young 
warrior's death.0 So far as I kno";,t he tftc ct1.15iom 7 of eating the heart of a 
braYe enemy for acquiring cour:-ige, or of eat ing any part of a slain warrior, 

has not been cstablishc,l among the Shoshone proper. 
Just before one of the social e\'cning dances of the Shoshone, I obserYcd 

what was cxplniucd as the imitation of an ol<l custom callcJ wt11fa'rEk . 
• \ number of men, perhaps as many as fifteen, held the edge of n. bluukt-t 
and :igorously heat it with wooden st icks. At tl1~ :~n;; t im~, they sa1;:~· ;1 
song witbo~"iTcl1nii'ging'"tl1L~fr 15ositions-; there was no drum. I was told that 
formerly, when a man h.~d deci<le<l on uwlcrtaking the leadership of a w;1r· 

party or horse-ra.i<l, he and his companions started out with a bu ffalo-hicl, ·. 
stopped before cYery lodge in the camp, held ·up the blai1kct as · clcscrib•·•!. 
and began their song. _-\.ny one who hcl<l and beat the hiLlc ,ms obliged~
t~h~_ expedition. 'fhis custom was ::;hared by the Xez Perce.8 

1 Ibid., 316. 
2 It,i<l., 337. 
3 In-ing, (a) 249. 
' Bourke, 318. 
a De ;:;met, 220. 
a Bourke, 317. 
7 Burton, 5S0. 
s Si.,inden, The :Xez Perc:e Indians, p. 265. 
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In 1840, De Smet witnes:;e<l preparations for an expe<lition again. ·t the 
lllarkfoot. After the chief's announcement, the young me;n prepared their 
arms·, moccasins and rations. The cn:ning before their departure, the chief, 
at the head of his followers, performed a farewell dance at ewry lodge, re
cch·ing en~rywherc a piece of tobacco or some other pre;sent.1 In 1S7G, 
a somewhat similar custom was noted by Bourke. In the night ouc of the 
Shoshone, mounted on a pony and stripped ahuo:;t nuked, pas:-ie<l from 

lodge to lodge, stopping in front of each, and praying for the captme of 
plenty of Sioux scalps au<l ponies. "The innw tcs woulJ rc::;pond "·ith, if 

possible, increased whemcncc.":? 
The ratification of a treaty of peace was gcncrn1ly marked by ceremonial 

:-moking.3 Horses were sorneti1i1es -lfem.mclcd-of tl1e enemy as an indemnity 
for the loss of slain trilJesmcn:' Tobacco, blankets, cloth ancl knin.·s could 
also be oITcrc<l to the LercaYcd family at the conclusion of a lon~-fea:-;t ; but 
the recipients would distribute the gifts among their companicm::; . :\ccor<l
ing to De Smet, the surrl'ndcr of :;calp.:; taken by the foe all<l the ::i .-;s urance 

that the scalp-J.ancc had not been perforincd also preceded the formal 
rl'coneilint ion, which was followr , IL,\· the exchange of presents and reciprocal 
adoption of c:hildren.;; 

GA1IES. 

The most popular games of the Sho -hone were <lice-tbro,ring (<lo'pe<li) 
;111<l the hand-game (n:i'yalrn·inn). Tl~ lattl'r is mentioned by Le,Yis an<l. 

(lark.6 It is pl..iyl'd both Ly men an<l wonlL'n; but, as far as my cxpcri-
1•11<·c go!?:-;, all the players arc of the ~arnc sex. There arc ollc or two players 

.. 11 rac:h sick, who k1v~el cppo;:;itc to eac:h other at a di.:;.ta1H·e of scYernl fret. 
Two small bones, or srich; (ti11dzo'mo ),· nlJottt thn:c arn1 a l1alf inches long and 
t.1pering towar<l:-, both extremities are u:·rd; one o: tliem (pi'gap no'tumaJ 

. bs :-incw or a slrii1g ,,·ound about its thi r:kcncd sec:tion, tlie other (clo'cabit) 
:. plain. The player places the t\\·o tinclzt>'mo under hi:; bl:rnket, hiding 
,.:, .. is'1 cacl1 hnnd. Then. <'xposing hi.'> h.1 ncb, he begins to sing and rnoYc 
1

. : . au11s in front .:,f hi:-; boJy an<l on a lcn·l 1,·ith his shoulder, occasio11ally 
··••1 1ping to re-adjust the caches bchiud bis ba ("k or under the Llanket. Ili.-; 
· :•111 1uent carefully watches the singer's hands , sometimes bcaLing his brl'ast 
·, ;t it one han<l, and points out the hand supposed tu hide ~lie plain Lutton. 

- -----------------------'--------------
1 De Smtt, '.?:!O. 
2 Bourke, 30-t . 
3 Ross, II,-93- 96. 
• Her,t. Comm. Ind. Affa ir~ . 1S52, -t:37- 8. 
5 De ..:met, 679. 
6 Lewis and Clark, I\' , 37- . Rtmr, I, 130. 
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.Jl'llsic. Two kin<ls of drums (wi'tmYE) are in common use among the 

Shoshone of to-day. 'I'hc sinall hand-drum of the Plains is about thirty

fh-e centimetres in diameter, con:re<l on one si<le with horse or cowhide, 

and on the other side i.'- proYided with intersec:t.ing or 11eth:'d thongs. The 
large drum (Fig. 10) is hollm,·ed out of a section of a cottonwood tree and 

coYered with ~trips of elk-hide aboYe and below. These are perforated 

. along the circumference of thG drum, and united by a thong passing in m1 
alternately Yertical and diagonal <lirc<:tion from the hole in one drum-skin 

to the eone::;1Jonding hole in tl::.! other. Both coYers are Jccoratcd, one 

side bearing the realistic representation of a bird. Vsually there are four 
loops, a11owing the suspension of the drum from pegs driren into the ground. 

WillmY drumsticks have their ends wrappell with buckskin or cloth. The 

flute ,rns fo1:rncrly used, but has disap1;earcd among the Lemhi. ..:\s elsc

"·hcrc, it was cmployL,d in courtship. It was made of the wooll of a Lc-rry
beari11g shrub, haJ from four to six lioll:'s, anJ ,ms about sixty c:entimetrcs 

in length. The 2\Iuseum contains t\rn \\·hi. tlcs. One, used in the sun-Llancc 

is of e1.tgle wing-bone~ to "·hieh an eagle plume is attached. The other is 
of wood, about thirty-fh·e centimetres long, and ornamented with ribbon:-, 

a feather anJ plumes. .:-\ notched hoar<l usc<l as a musical instrument ,rill 

be dc:scriLc<l in c:onncction "·ith dances. 

SOCIAL OR.GA~l.:l..\TIOX. 

The sol'ial organization of the Shoshone was marked by_ cxtre!nc sim-
__E!lcity: No trace of a totemic or other dan (.li\i,ion has eYe1· Leen- foun 1 l 

among them. As stt1te<l by Kroc>bcr,1 all the , 'hoshone proper \\·ere <lr.-~i.!!• 

natcd as no'rno, people; while pradically all the local groups had na11Jr:

consisting of the word '~f gtg_1:~' to "·hic:h the kind of fooJ \\·as prdixcc.l. 1 
obtainc<l the following list of (hands,at Hoss Fork, Idaho: .\..'gai-<lika (:3:1:
mon-eaters) at Lemhi; Tuku-rikR ...., h, p-eatcr ) in th_c Lemhi <lisrricl. 

now practica1ly extinct; Kft'embc-rika. (, quirrel-eatcrs) in southern Idaho: 
Wa'ra-rika (Eaters of an · unidentificll spec:ies of seeds); Ya.'han-diti 
(G:c.olmdhog-eatc!)); To'sa-,Yi'hi (\\'hik-KniYcs) in Xernda.1 To these .-. 

·Lemhi informant addc<l the 'iTt'ba-dika (Pinc-nut eaters) of XeYa<la. TL-
Bannock are distinguished as Ba'naite. The \\·ind Hi ..-er· people as a wltl1:_ 
arc ralle<l Ko'golmc (Guts), an<l those of Fort Hall Po'hogwe (Sage-bn:< 

people). Clark gi,·cs the Wah-ra-1:cc-ca as a sub<liYision of the Bam:1•1·~ • 

1 Krocber, (d ) 102. 
2 Simpson, •17, places them along the Humboldt Ri\·er. 
a Clark, 60. 
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a. 

/ 

b. 

Fig. 10 (50-2-1-!G). Designs on a Wind River Drum. Diarneter, 56 c1C1. 
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Ross recognizes three <liYisions: the Shirry-dikas (Ca/~o-ri'ka = dog
caters), "·ar-a1:e-rce-kas (m·o·ngly translated fish-caters), and Dan-at-tees, 

"roLbcr5," whose name is remarkably like the Shoshone "Ba'rn1ite" for the 

Bannock.1 He <lescribes ihe Shirr)·-<lika. as superior to the other brn groups, 
predominating i.n :1 common council and subsisting to a considerable extent 
on the buffalo. ln cam~1ing together, each di\·ision remained distinct, the 
Shirry-dikas occ:1ipying the cent!·:"'..l space and Lcing flanked on either side 
by the,, ar-are-rct:-kas or Ban-at-_tces. It is rather curious to note in this 
c:011nec:tio11 that the Slw.shone arc reiJortcd as ab.staining from dog-flesh and 
tl1at Ca'ro-ri' ka is undouLtcdly the Shoshone name for the .:\rapaho.2 

t( The Shoshone sometimes gathered in \·illagcs; hut isolated families, 
or small bands of families, were frequently encounteccd by the ·early explor
er::;. The camp was pitc:hcd aml broken according to 0.~y; the Yil1agc 
visited by Lc,Yi::; in .August, l c.05, had remowJ two mill's higher up the riYer 
when sighted Ly Clark a fo,r days later.3 It consisted of about twenty-fire 
lodges; the population ,,·as C'Sti111atcd at aLout one hundred warriors and 
three lnmJrcll womc1f and childrcn.-t Large, Yillages of about one hun<lrcJ 
:md fifty lo<lgcs "·ere found i11 tbc thirties among the Green Hi ,·er a~1d Bear 
HiYcr people.;; The formation of a <:amp-c-irc:le was remembered Ly sornc· 
of rny informants. As in the Plain~, it ,ms uscll for councils and dance~, 
in times of war, mH.l while cllgngcd in a trib.11 ehasc; the horses \,·ere kepi 
inside. It opened t°'rnrJs the east, as did the inuiYi<lual lodges. It is 
uncertain when the Shoshone alloptcd the camp-c.-irde and to which of tlit· 
local groups it ,ms known. 

From the accounts of early tra ,·clcrs, it is quite clear that t_l!~ po,Ycrs t)f 

the chiefs were ttdvi:ory rather than <li "'tatorinl.6 "Little" chiefs attainl'd 
their d.ignity Ly the pcrf01;1i1~l·1;c:c d ,rnrlike deeds, an<l there were sornetirnr.
as many as ten in a single co111111rn1ity. f{n1e hcnd-c-hid "·as general <lircdor 
of the c:amp, presided at <.:ounc:ils, rcceinxl Yisitors from other tribes, an,1 
wnducted hunting and fishi~1g 7 excursions; Lut beyond this his po,r1 ~ 
rested simply on his pcrsoual inOucnce. 1\.> the authority of such men ;, • 
Tcndoy of Lemhi, mill \Yashakie .of the \\'ind Rin'r country, government. : 
recognition tloubtless lent additional ,Yeight. The chief seems to h:1\! 
enjoyed 1,,~ilcges of any kind: . .-\.t a dance or hnnt, he was assisted 1-: 
<li'rako' ne, polic:cn1l'n, ;.u-u11xl with quirts. At Fod Hall, ~t least, a ca1:: 

1 !loss, I, :.?49-51 2.i3. 
Oomenec:h, II, 61. )foo11ey, (a) 954. 

3 Lt·wis and Clark, II, 379. 
• Ibid., II, :no. 
s Wyeth, ::!19. Si..:hookraft, \', ms. 
6 Lewis and Ch1rk, 370. Hc•my, I, 12S. 
1 Wyeth, :!07. 

1000.J 

crier nnnounced . 
1 • nnpori 
1crcd1tary S . 1

:i 1!r 
b . ornetimcs n ., 
y any m · ' • • cans nccc- .. 

tothe ·· Ji.,,~o 
. pos1t1on. In 1900 .

1 heir-apparent tl 1 , . 
' lou,, 1 tl1rl' 

at eouncils lie J)lan,ocI r • C 
· 1 • <l 11 · T '' ns pro )nhlv ,r f • - ' . - . ,,ue ,o In" . 

mai·kccl that ti . , r~ 
'l' d ie1 e \rns obr1· <>n or n· 1 

t,le • _as certninly lo ·i1w 
opposmr, f . · -~ 

T J" o <1C tlon COIJ(e 
'nc ian declared he . 11, 

older f • conld 11u 
. . mcc ic·1nc-rn:u1 of tl , 

. \l)ll1t ,. ::1 lC 
., 's an orntor s0 , 

of a chief· .cm. to 
, ' no"·ndn ,·s in 1 formcrl_y. • , r 11• 

~either tlic c·l • t' 
• • · 11c nor • lnnct1ons "I . .in,\· 

· -' lll dcrer, . 
denlt with hy the : /' ;' ere r 

·;1dulteri· tl ,' 1 lJl( tndunl t 
J' le Hrshand . . 

inr-.iclc of }JI • 1 so1; ct1 
. . irns m1ent docs ll 

~·:it Jun rcc-er1 t t. . . ot, 
, 1mrs. c: . l 111-

111 1 
...,e,rrn , 

. . on t ie rcscr,··, t. • 
lon,r'~ 1 •. ion, sn.-::p, < 

· ,..., iorses Tl 
.\t hist . . ie people Wt' 

, , se,·cr:il of tl 
1,/inr, d le st 1·011,)'e, 

:--., [I 11 h ru.l l . b 
·/1<' - . ' um sentenced 

. go, crnment 
'l'cm1s 01 R ·, . 

. · d 'J l'<<1flons!1ip ·1· , .11111: ; • 

A'po p. ·h 
B., : at er, father's ii:-, 

1 a a'p·· F 1 \T,-, ?, _:1t 1cr'~ ol,lt r 
• d, gaJ1a1 ;l-'po }',t( llCr' 

Ili'a, Jfothcr. ' · ' s y 
Go' 
Do'nu, Pat"rnnl gr.111df.1 

go, )faternal ,. 
l-I11'tsi p 
Ga' ' aternal gr:rnd• "· 
D • _gu, )fa tern.11 " 
,:,o, Great-grandn.'.lrrnt 

_,. r~b ' l' • 
·f, · e, .,faternal uncie -i-
_,. ra, " " ' ·-
Ba'ha, A11nt 
Ba' · . 
n- v,, Older Lrcthrr "' ·, 'l'rn "{. 1 <. l . • 

13
' e, { ou110-er " " [t'd . o 

z,, Older sister, 

---



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

r 

i 
I 

•- ... -.,. _. '":,l!-'r • l_, • " ·.,.• ,,. I 

. - . --------- -•- --- -- ._._ _____ .. - .. _ 

Lou:ie, T~e Sorlhern Shoshone. 209 

crier annouuccd important occurrences. The hea<l-chieftaincy was not 
hcrc<litary. SoII~etimes a chief was succeeded by his son; but this was not 
by any means necessary, nor was it necessarily the oldest son that fell heir 
to the position. In 190G, Tu'pm.nbe "·as generally recognized as Tendoy's 
heir-apparent, though there were scnral olJrr sons. It was noticeable that 
at counc:ils he played a Yery insignificant part, hardly ever speaking. · This 
was proLahly clue to hi::. comprtmti,·e youth. IIo,,·ever, it should be re
marked that there "·as obviously a limit to the ddercnce paid to olJ age. 
'J.'endoy was certainly losing in prestige during the last years of his life, and 
the opposing faction c·ontended he ,ms getting too old. Similarly, a sick 
Indian declared he could no longer have c.:onfidcncc in the cfficie11cy of the 
older medicine-man of the re:-erYation, because he \\·as gC'tting too weak. 
Ability as an omtor seems to haYc counted for somethi11g in the estimation 
of a chief; nowadays, iu the ab -ence of war-raids, probably more so thnn 
formerly. • 

~either tl1e ehid nor any other member of the; tribe exercised judicial 
•J!1~cti<?ns.-1 :\I unlcr~rs \\·ere r ganlecl as irrc~po11sible (kc'-cuant), and were 
c.lealt with __ bY iii · 1 tl.iYitltrnl fa mil. ~!1,!:.<l_fr1 ~. oi .the .udim. In cases of 
:~llultcry, the hu:;b,rnd s_oructimes shot QlJ!~ .. of the ofte11<lc1~s J10r.ses~. 'fhis 

,_. rnoc.le of punishment doe.3 not, howcYer, sel'm to ha Ye been popular at Lemhi 
within reccllt times. SeYcral year:; ago, :\lo'Li, the phy.sicnlly most po\\·erful 
man on the rc.::ic1Tation, suspected his "·ifc of infidelity, and shot one of her 
lo,·cr's horses. The people were indignant, but w~· rc nfraicl to oppose :\Io'bi. 
.·\t last, seYcr:il of tl1c strongest united: attacked and bom1d him while gam
l.ling, aud had him sentcuccd to prison by the Indian juclg~s appointed by 
rhc government. 

Tcr-ms of Rclcdionship. The following terms of relationship were ob• 
taincd: 

A'po, Father, father's brother. 
Bi'a a'po, rather'~ older brother (big father). 
Xa'gaiiai fL'f>o, F'.lther's younger brother. 
Bi'a, )!other .. 
WVnu, Paternal grandfather, (al o usc>d for reciprocal relationship). 
Do'go, )fatcrnai " ( " " " " " ) 
llu'tsi, Paternal g1:auclm0thc!· ( " " " " " ) 
Ga'gn, :'.Internal ( ,: " " " " ) 
Dzo, Gre.1t-g1::1.ndparc>nt. 
A'rabc, }b ternal uncle, sister's son 
A'ra, " " " " 
Ba'ha, Aunt. 
Bii.'vi, Older i>rothc:r, cou:jill. 
Da'me, Youngc·r " " 
lfa'clzi, OlJer 5ister, " 

; I 
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Xa'mi, Younger sister, cousin. 
Du'a, Son. 
B:i'di,_ Daughter. 

· Gwu'aho, Wife. Xe\:er used in direct address. 
Gwu'apci, Husband. · '" 
Xo n,ondo'gotsi, >Iy fothcr-in-bw. 
So n:oga'gut:si, >Iy mothcr-in-1:rn· . 
.Xo hu't::,umbin, >Iy son's wife. 
Xu mu'napo, >fy daught.c:r's husband. 
Xo dedz, ~Iy brother-in-law. 

Jlarriage.- Xo information coulJ be obtained as to any rtsiictions cf 
marriage. It wa. e. ·pre .. ·ly denied by · ,·eral .iuforrnant th~tt fir -t c:ot1.·ins 
were baned from nrntrimony. Chi\<lli ti b 'tr thal · _were · rnmon a hun
ch-e<l y ars ago, an<l ·tiJl occur. Tl{e fat! 1•r of the girl rec-ei,·cJ hor:;es or 
mules in payment at the time of the contract , The girl rl'mainc<l ,,·ith lH.' I', 
parents until puberty, " ·hen she ,,·,1s ~urrendcrcd to hL'r fianc-e with gifts 
equalling, at times, tho:::;e ori~.dnall.,· paid for hcr. 1 Tliat gifts to the parents 
were es::;cntial ,,·as, howcn~r, strongly d(: nic<l by some uf my infon'1:tuts. 
Sometimes a young man propuseLl by ,,-rapping a b!.mkct about the girl; 
acceptahcc of the garment indicated consent. In <.·:tse of a rebuff, the pro
posal \\·as sometimes repeated sen ~ral times. formerly girls \\·ere married 
at a wry early age, and some ~ho.--;hone lXprc:::;.-; misgiYings as to tlic post
ponement of matrimony cause<.I° by ·modern con<litions. A c,1 se \\·here a girl 
was ":eLldeJ at tw~h·e was, hom?Ycr, Lrought to 111y notice. Cnder moc.krn 
conditions it has been c·ust9111ary fur .1 ,rnung man to lin; with his w_ife\ 
rclatin?s_ and work for her family if he had 110 b11d of his own. Polygamy 

was· fai.rly ('Olntnon, but the wiH'. \\'('l'. not U:mally j .·tcr.-. Tencloy OllCl' 

had _fiye wiyes at a time; in 100G lie h'.1 d thr e, _ but lin:-<l wi th only one, tlw 
-other two · staying with their ndult suns. • The pra ·lice uf the- k•,·irai<.· i, 
reporte<l from th Wind_ H_i,· r He--<..·tTatiun.1 Though a man coul<l frrt'I_\ 
dispose of his wife, irregulat in te rcourse withont his consent was resented. 
The offended lrn:sbanJ could d t:'man<l a horse .as indemnity or, in ca.-,1• ,,:· 

refusal, shoot one of the Ion:r's horses.3 D~oTc-~. wa:; ea:;ily co71. nmm:nc i. 
and inrnh-c<l llO rcst.riction.:; a . to fur{u~c union . "G l'Q\"(' r Clcwlan,r · 
tfo·orc:ed his wife in order to marry another ,rnman; his \\·ife abo r,

married. After the death of his younger bro hcT's ,rife, K obitsak .!!:i ; · 

him his mrn (according to a whit e informant, in exchange for t,rn hor.,r.• 
and ,n·tlJcd another ,\·oman. TheY continue,.! to be next-<loor ncidilH1

:-· 

an<l the \\·omen Yisiterl each other 1~racti c:ally en •ry day. Elope111e1~t~ ,i:~ 

1 Le\\"is anrl Clark, II, 370-1. 
2 Heport l SOO, 63~. 
3 Report 1590, t33l. But c·f. pagc, 209 of this pap~r. 
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oceurred. Some years ago a man fled to "'yoming with another man's 
wife, and reh;rncd after several year~' absence, when the husband's anger 

ha<l passed away. 
Husband and wife do not address each other by the specific relationship 

krms employed in the third person, because "they are afraid to do so." 
Instead, they tise the generic terms for man (do'napo) and "·oman (waiipe). 
Th , n\othcr-in-la\\~. taboo is s trictly obsen·ed. Only crazy (ke'cuant) men 
would vcnfui,;t~ speak to their mothers-in-fo.w. 

VARIOUS CU8T0MS. 

.:.Yamcs.-- Clark gin·s some uotcs on the naming of Bannock children, 
wliich presumably apply to tlie Shoshone as \\·ell. Children were namrcl 
by their p·arents about the age of ten or nn:h•c; but rnmeti111cs an old man 

would bestov1 his name on a young one. l\b11y_ girls _werc called after 
different species of frog:; . Chil<lrm were not namccl aftl,r a. dog, wolf, 
,·,>ynte, or ox.1 Iiwi·,·iclual_ p~Gttliu1itic.s. were often rcforreJ to, nncl a new 
11:tlllC was assumed after some notable achicwmcnt.2 Tcndo.,- (Climber) 
·.\·a,. o called, bcc:amc in his e:l1ildlioocl his mothL"r ha<l once refused to grant 

l,i m a request, whereupon he flew into a passion and began to climb a -tree. 
Tl,e ehicf visited by Le,Yis and Clnrk had t\\·o names, Blaek Gtm and Hc
,!, il·S-)lOt-walk (Ke mi'awE). In token of his friendship for the whitc·s, he 
1" ,cowed his second name on Clark, who was thereafter called Kc mi:'awE.3 

l'i1,.- Lemhi people still show great rrluctance iu dirnlging their 11atiYc names; 
-~ 111i,.l.Jk-agccl man who had liYed with the whites for many years oLstinatrly 
-'.· :, ieJ hasing a Shoshone n:uuc, thou6h it was subsequently cJiscoYcred by 

ThL: follo":ing men's names \Yerc noted: To'sa-wu'ra, ,Yhite-Bear, 
1 1·:,r ,-wu'ra, Yellow-Bear; TO'modzo, Black-?\Ioustachc; Tu'dzoruon
. .'ini. :\[nstcr-of-Black-Bca<ls ; Ko'bi-tsak Little Jack; YB-hf1', Poor

·Ln ; Ka'm.,-kwac, Grouse-Tail; Ti'carimip, Charger; G-"·I'na-mo'bi, 
..:\·-Xosc; " .i'hitEmhti'gona, hon-Ball; K~~'bui, Squinting-Eye:; G·wI'd
-i,;"i'bi, Ani Frater; E'uga-g,n.1cu, Rcd-Sl1irt; Tii'pamb~, J3lack-Ilair; 

·, .'ra-ycYgo, Culll-ursis-copu.Iat. 'I)1e follo,~·ing arc \Yomen's names : 

·:,.i', Cloudy; D~t'bEnkotc, Littl e-Sun; Tsi'dzi, 13ab~:; Ya'rnpatsi, Wilcl
::-,,t: Xa'soai,. ~ot-..-\sk11necl; To'kaidzo~ Ill'ack-Forchcad. 

'd111ation. In n.: .. cent times, the lw1~~kc has become the symbol of 

1 Cla r~. 61, 267. 
: Lewis an•1 Clark. III. '.!9. 
a ll>itl., 11 , 367: 111, 29. 
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a frieu<lly welcome, both in receiYing "·hite ancl Imlinn Yisitors. A hundred 
years ago an ernbra!:'.C_was customary. 'fhe left urm was put oYer the guest's 
right shoulder, clasping the back, while the left c:heck touched his. At the 
same time, the host repeatedly shouted ":lh-hi'-e," \Yhieh Lewis interprets 
as an_ expression of ;;reat joy.1 

Snwldng. - The most common type of pipe nowa<lays employed by thr 
Lemhi Sh0_3!1onc cousists of a narrow :tern of eurrnnt or ro c-brier (<lzI'ampi 
woo<l), about tweniy-fh-e .centirneters in length, with a. mall red-stone 
ood. O1i.e pipe ha<l a ,Yillow stem, only fifteen or eighteen centirneters 
long, inscrtecl in the middle u: the red-stone bowl, whic.:h \\"as not cylimlricul, 
but globular, with a Ycry markc<l flatte11ing at both sides. The manufoctur • 
of the c pipe_ .seem d to he the monopol · of a f w m •n. La 1·gc catlinitc 
pipes, Slll.'h as arc commonly fouud OJl the Plain , were rar The pouches 
comuini11g the fo\\· spec-imen:s seen were saitl to ha \'e Leen obtainc<l from 
the Blackfeet. I sa,w a single tomahawk pipe. The old s_trnight-pipc 
(tti'na rowe) of-the Shoshone as dcscriLcd by Lewis in 1S05 2 consi.st~d of a 
dcrn;e, · scmi-t;.an~parent green tone abuut scYcn centimeters long, of ai1 
oval figure, anc.1 Yery highly pulishcd, _tlie Lo\\·l ,llH.l stem being in · the snm(' 
<lirection. A small piece of burnt day \\"as placed in the bottom of the bowl 
to separate the tohac:co from the rntl of the ·stem; it is of an irregular!.,· 
rounded figure, fitting the tube impcrfcc.:t ly iii order that the smoke rni~l1t 
.pass. From Lewis's drawing, it app<'ars ch.at t!1e stem -~'·;1_s about three 
times as long as the bO\yl. This does not tally with n-1)· inf~;.~l~ant, wl1n. 
in a crude· sk~tch, macle the bowl slightly longer than the stem, somewhat 
like the Califor~1ian spec:imcn pic.:turcd b)' ::.UcGuire.3 Ross dcscrib<'s the 

bowls ns of stone ,rith large lica.Yy stems ~f ash-wood almost a m~tcr.long.' 
Clark speaks of a soft grl'cni.sh stone forming the small Low!; 5 whi_lr, a,·. 

· cording to Wyeth, the stems were a Lout sixty c~11timetcrs lo11g a1;d the bo,ri 
w~s made of fuller's earth or steatite.0 

The ·shoshonc n Y __ !__'..!~lti.Yl!Ld toLa, ·co. Lewis found that the Lew!:: 

use<l the same tobacco as the ::.\Iinnitarccs, ::.\fomlans aml Arikaras; a: 
states that they~ i. • from their a t rn 1 '1glJJurs- nncl from Sho.slw 
bands li\·ing -to tlicsoutl~.7- llo;;-J~~ibes-th~~;--!ob;~~;o '.1s a low, ~rown; :· 
plant, thriving particularly in sanely or barren soil, ha Ying the same arorn:i· 
flavor an<l nnrcotic effect as ours, though weaker. It was clrie<l, rul,l -

1 Ltwis and Clark, II, 3-rn. 
2 Lewis and Clark, lI, 3-H-2. 
3 ~lcGuire, 300. 
• Ro,:s , II, 109. 
s Clark, 303, 353. 
6 Wyeth, 214. 
1 Le;wis and Clark, II, 3·12. 
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between the hands, or pounded with stone, until- it was quite fine. It left 
a gummy taste in the mouth.1 According to my informants, the Shoshone 
employed kinikkinik (ti'mayihft) obtained by drying the leaves of the 
tlzi'ampi (wild-rose bush?); they knew that their Cree friends use the bark 
of c'ngabit ho'pi (lit. red-tree). The Shoshoue, however, also u·c rccL
willow bark. Remy relates that the kinikkinik of the Utah Snakes was 
dcriYccl ·either from the dric<l inner bark of a species of Corn us, or from the 
dried leaYcs of Yaceinium and another (unidentified) shrub.2 

_ I!!-~w_king1 , the fumes are ~xp_d~d from tlw nostrils; 3 sometime:; they 
wNc swallowed on ceremonial occasions:~ Though nowadays the pipe is 
somcti1;1es p:;~:cd from left to right, the proper method, obscn·cd at councils 
or meetings with visitors, is for the chief, or host, to take a few whiffs, p,{ss 
it to the left, until the last visitor has smoked, and then to haYe the pipe 
l::;ndrcJ back u;1smokcd t0 the chief, who cleans the bowl with a tamper 
:!ml !iCllds it on the second round. 'I newr suw the pipe offered to foe six 
dircdious in a ccr~monial wriy, and the chief expressly stated that this was 
a Sioux: custom not practised by his tribe. Lewis's account, however, is 
,·01H:lusive on this point. _At his reception, Ke-E1i'awE had a fire kindled 
in a t\\·o-foot circ:lc cleared of grass in the center of the locl_gc, lit his pipe, 
r,1 :-; 1~ from his seat, and after a brief address pointed the stem towards the 
inm cardinal points beginniug with the cast aml ending with the north. 
~,·xt he presented the pipe to Lewi.3, but drew it back three times; then 
.. :fl'n·d it to the sky and the fire-place, smoked three ,vhiffs, held it for 
l.<.:\ris and his companions to ·~mokc, ~ind finally passed it to Pi.is own mcn:5 ; 

.-\ similar account is giYen for the Green River Snakes by De Sinct 6 

·,_l11, adds that each smoker had a difTcrcnt ,my of taJ:ing the pip(!, one 
:·1~ning it around, another Llcscribing a semicircle before accepting itr the 
· .,·\ l holding the bowl i11 the air, and so forth. De Smet connects these 
> -11liaritics with the spcc:iflc directions of each man's manitou. Hoss saw 
::_ ,. 11ipe held fir;:;t ca ·· t, then west, south am.I norlli; Lut it ,rai; nol oITerc<l to 
·'. ·· ~ky. A forked sti<:k taken from a medicine Lag ,ms cmploycJ to place 
·, :L~ l,owl the bit of lmrniug horse-<lnng used for lightin~ the pip..::.7 

Lc\\'is notes the queer custom that the Shoshone, before smoking, re
,·, ,·d their moe:cnsins, and, on one occasion, requested· their white visitors 
· '. 11 likewise. This ad, he st-ates, inrnlvcs a :mered obligation of sincerity 

t Hoss, I, 272. 
2 Remy, I, 130. · 
3 Ibid., 131. 
• Ross, II, 93-6. 
s Lewis and Cl.1.rk, II, 3-12. 
e De Smet, 217-8. 
1 Ros-, II, 93-6. 
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of fr:--::-idship, an<l the wish that if the smokrr is disloyal, he may ahnffs rro 
barc:-:--Jut.1 Of this cu~tom I found absolutrly _no r<:.collec-tion, e~~ep°tthi1-t 
one ,..J:d inan state<l that the medicine-men were formerlv wont to remo,·e 
thei: ~noc<:asins \\·hen sn1oki1ig - during the treatn~ent. ~f their -p~1ticnts. 
ThrJ •: :;h Clark reg:,rds the Shoshone as less addicted to sn1oking tiw,i the 
Pla::-.:..: tribes/ Lewis and Clark, as \\·ell as Ross, found them excessiwly 
f011rl 0f toLacco.3 · According to Hoss, they eYen daiined t~ haYe been the 
fir.:;; r. :~rnokcrs ii1 the beginning of the ,,·6rld, and to hase in:-; tructc<l all 1hc 

oth ': f Indians in the art.4 

.if i.;;,...,{,-t1al Lodge.- Dui·i:~g the menses, tl1e "·omen retire to a special 
lod:;r_; (hu'nu-gani), where they stay by themseh·cs, ab.~~ i:!1h~(J' from 1ne.,_1t 

~ ::h. This custom is rigorou. ly obse1Tcd at t!1c_prcse11t d.ay.: '., Formerly, 
thr.: y:c,man's sole su.:;tf nancc <luring thi - pl'rio,l n-i t, d of -ccc.l and root;:; , 

no·,•.-,1.dr..).S 1~3_ill_9~,·c<l her. I t is belieYed that if a woman were tn 
ca: meat, the flo,,· of blood woul<l continue inclcfini tel.,·. Xo one is suppo. rd 
to ;.;rJ into the lodge of a menstruatiug ,\·ornan. Long ago, a squaw infringl't! 

thi .:, law; she Legan to rn,uit, an<l died. 1 Ica appron c:hing ca tamcnial blood 

W<J1,]d also Yomit and die. Duri11g the la! !.gj· p·,rt oLpr<>,~n[mcy, a womai 

rclircs to the same lodge. X o ma n comes near her, Lut her ,rnmcn frirnJ , 
ma,· sit at some Jisia11cc outside all(l tnlk to her. F r ·cycral <lm·s befort· 

• J 

_ the <.;.·pcdcd birth of he ·hil 1, L,, h hu ·lxuul a11.<l wife .. b;;tain :from u e:11 

anti fi li.5 The institution of the htt'na-g.'mi, like the orig in of 1t11:nstmati,,:: 
itself, is attributed to Coyote. 

Burial. - In the ol<l days, "·hen a Lrn1hi died, his bocly was wrappc,1 ir, 
hlu11kcts, tied up, n11d drpo ·itcd in the ·l ·ft._ in th ·_ roeks. The tribal ~ra w· 
nm1 was fonnerlv in the g-ullies sen nil n1ilcs bc,·oml the rcse1Tation 011 d.· .,, " '-' ., 
Lemhi RiYer, a site of ra ther diffi cult access ~trcwn ,Yith the bones of l1 or.-, · 
Kowa<.lays the corpses are buried in the ground. Tree-burial is knmrn :i :- · 

prac:ticc of ether tribes, but ,ms 11 <:Ycr resorted to by these Indian ·. C:-
rnation has been citc<l as an occasional custom of the ~cYada Snakes; !, 
:1111ong them abo concealment among roeks was the usual method.0 :: ) ~ 
times the <.·orpse was .:impl: nbandou I, and mbbish, or the remains of : 
,rjkiup, thrown on top. In X eY."H.la, Hoffmann once discoYered the bo1i:• 
a young boy, ,rhieh had been disposed of in this fashion.7 

The rclatiws and friends present gifts to the deceased, an<l a ,mi. 

1 Lewis and Clark, II, 3-10, 363, 365. 
2 Clark, 303, 353. 
a Lewis, JI, 3.31; Ro:;s, I, :!57. 
• Ros:-: , I, 272. 
~ R emy, I, 12ti-7. 
G Ya1row, 143. 
7 Ibid., 153- 4. 
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. knrding beside the corpse shouts_ into its cars the names of tl1e donors and 
the eharactcr of their offerings./ A missionary at Ross Fork is said to have 
ingratiated l1er:,elf with the Fort Hall people by regularly appearing at 
fu11t'rnls with a gaudy handkerchief, or some similar gift, for the departed . 
.-\,:cording to two informants, the following words are addrcsscJ to the 

dead:-
" 0'n6 mi'aiyu. Dz~°L'Ent co'gopE pi'dchunk. 

You are going. A goocl land reach. 
O'yogE no'mo _ ma-bu'i, dza'Ent no'm6, dza-na'Luin. 

All Indians sec, good Indians, good-looking (ones). 
Kr ko'oi. Ik kc <lzii'Ent co'gopE; <lzfl'guputsi. 
Don't return. Thi:, not good land (is); it is old. 

Dza'Ent <> mI'agwai11." 
It is good for you to go. 
After the death of a Lemhi mcc.lit ine-man in HJOG, Dr. ::\Iurphy informs 

me, tl1c Indians lamented his loss for four or five days. Three hor:;es were 

corere<l with riLbons, mirrors, feather;; and tawdry blankets, and kept on 
l'xhibition. When the corpse had Leen deposite<l in tl1e ground, the finery 
wa~ also lmried, nnd tht' horses "-ere killed. De Smet giYcs tlJC follo,\·iug 
acrnunt. 1 After the hair of the <lead m an's rclatiYes is cut and the manes 

.rnd tails of all hi~ horsrs haYe been dockc<l, a11 his possessions are pilf'd up 
i11 the middle of the lodge, the tent-poles arc cut illto little picce2, and the 
1•r11perty is burnr. Then the corpse is tied upon the man's fnyoritc horse, 
" liiL·li is lc<l to the edge of a nei0 ·h Loring riYcr. There the warriors cbase 
t!.e anirnal, surround him, and with yells force him to leap into the current 
·:·i Ii liis master's body. Then, yelling louder~ they tell him to transport his 
t,:.1-;ter without drlay to the land of souls. Uemy sn."· a chief's best-looking 
·· ife kiliccl with the hor~es . "After hrn horses ha.cl been sacrificed, the u11for
· ·111a tc young woman s t<'ppcd without flinching on the tomb of her husband, 
-. li ,,..,c brother fortlrn·ith cut off her hair, and then shot her through the 
=-· .1rt. - Earth was heaped o,·cr the two bodies, the hor;;cs were buric<l 
1 -·~icle them, aml, after hiding the Yidim's hair !1.t some distance, all was 

,,•i." The mothe1· of the dccea~ecl prostrated herself every evening at the 
.::.1\-l'. singing a mourning song.'.! 

The mourning women g,~sl!£.J_th.cir kg~ aboYe and below the knee and 
d thetr _ 1:.11r _crynpsQ~- Son ctimcs the arms an(l car:; were also SCcnified. 

. ~.:...!.!J''U,~~rule, onlY clippQQ..lliQ h_a_ir_ill the hick of the neck; but Lewi:, 
' •! <'lark's ho{t hadct;t all 1'-~5 hair quit~. -sl1-~rt> The pe!·sonal property 

1 De Srnct, 219. 
2 Remy, I, 131-2. 
a Ibid., 11, 372. 
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of the ueccascd was either distributed arpong t]:ie_frie1~~~ ~f the natural heirs, 
or burnt. It is reported frojn?\e~·a<la that during mourning the survirnrs 
roilowthe paths traYelcd by th~ lo.st rC'latiYc "·hen aliYe,- a custom cailcd 
"htniting the dead." 1 The lodge of the deceased is abandoned. At Inkom, 
Idaho, my interpreter had just deserted a comfurtabl~ log-cabin to liYc in a 
tent on acc-ouni., of his uncle's death. J n order to n.YviLl tliis necessity, a 
hopdc.ssly sick person was sometimes re1110Yecl to a rnlitary wikiup at some 
distance from the general carnping-ground.2 

DANCES. 

The ceremonial organization of the Shoshone, so far as they were not 
directly influenced by their nei~hhor. , "·a:, extremely simple. I could find 
no trace of age-societies; and, while ::.Ir. St. Clair disc:owred a ,rnlf-danC'e at 
Wiml Hiwr, I gather from his or:-il description, as well as ihat furnished Ly 
Culin,3 that it had nothing to do "·ich a 0 Toupi11g 0!1 the basis of supernatural 
experiences, but correspond.::; to the Lemhi ta'c:ayugc, ·wilh apparently 
much greater <leYclopmcnt of body-painting. The sun-Janee (dft'gu-wu' 11 i.i) 

is performed at "\Yiml RiYer and Fort Hall; it was, cf course, kn°'rn to th t· 
· Lemhi by hearsay, and haJ been witnessed hy some on other reservation.,. 
Howen~r, the older men agreed that it hacl nc\"cr been celebrated arnon; 
them. As the .chief remarked, they "were afraid" of the ceremony l>ecau.- t· 

of th.c se,·eral clays' absteiition from foo<l an<l drink. The Incl( of the sun· 

dance among the Lemhi, taken ,Yith an infornrnnt's slaternent that rh, · 
fort Ifall people deriYccl the ceremony from . their kinsmen i1.1 \Yyomir . .:. 
indicates :1 refo.tiYcly recent introJuc:tioa of the d:incc among the Shosht'I, 
g1:oups .practising it. That the \\'iu<l RiYcr Shoshone ha.Ye adopted n ·:,· 
moninl features from the Arapaho appears from a <lcsc:ription of ~q -
shone buffalo-dance." 4 

• The <lancers c:ongrcgatc in a tipi. A middlc-:i;.:· · 
· ;n< a Yery young "·oman · are brought to the center of the c:irde, \\·hrr~· • 
~Id attendant rcmoYes their c:lothing, reph1 c:i11g it \Yith a sagc-bru

1

sh ap,· · 
The girl is coYered with wl:itc day and dc<."urated \Yith black spots, S!.r 
handed a. staff, stretches out her arm, and plants the stick firmly in ' 
ground. All the dancers pass a gin:n number of times under her arm, i: 
rush at her with a yell, raise her on their sl10uldcrs and carry her arl,,.
the. by-standers touching her with their hands and coup-sticks for :: · · 
medicine. She is returned to her place in the circle. Then a numl ·. · 

1 Re1,ort I S!JO, 3S6-7. 
2 Yarrow, 153-4. 1-h:port lS!JO, 3S7. Cf. Enga-gwac:ti"s Pl.'l Svnal narratire, p. 30!. 
3 Culin, (a) 14. 
• R t port 1S90, 634. 

"1909.J 

TI·omen · nnperson 1· who a ing 
capture 'l11c·' 1 • 

• .i Jl'lno-
cercmony mnv 1 · o 

It . ., 1nre bee 

th . JS ~robabJe thnt ot 
1s con1,... . t 

-. c ure Would 
tercd a 
. among the Wro . 

c1ally de·1lt ··1 ., m 
' W1t 1 o· . 

f the da nccs f 
seems t 1 . orm 0 1are b 
"·ith th , CC!l the 

e na dzano-rij 
bctu·ecn tl o' , or 

le two l . 
derfrecl f · . . , anr In 

1, . tom tlze Xcz p . 
11e 11 11'· k • eu, 

. • ,l 111 Was Ct'] ,, .. 
"mter o1·. 1 c )J. 

11} t le hc,r· . 
supplv off, ;:,Znn ,n_! 
bur ., o~d, cspec·i:i 11 v v 

no SJWe1·,J I J • 
f , or o-e ,\ 

o men n nd o . ·ns 
c "·ornc11 tl stoocl heh., , 1e 1; 

ref \ ecn members o 
use to stnnd b ·t . . . 

Jin nds . c ,, crn h·. 
, lllte1loc-k· 

rrids f ing fhwcr, 
:, . OJ•m('rl, C'Oll(' • . . b • . 

lidund th . en t11r cm 
. c mam rino- , TI 

<''JU1ndcnts . o· J•. 
· ' l)llt rerl · c·orcli er pa111t , 

nb to some ti 
\·c·/Io,v d , le Wome•· 
· ·' an red · ·· The pn111t '"a ~. 

In<'n use(l b"' · ' 
\ l <'" IJ) 0 t' • n earrJc, . ·· n iH 
. o ' or at t11nc 

11a.5 Uso 1 l . s :i ll1[1 rn 
. . d ( lll"lo n- } ,.._/ 

·,,:11Ji d k . ;:, tic pez·fon 
or wise 1 • , 

·:.nrc ·lo 
1 

no, unrnts , 
· IV V \ . 

'i rr•Je . . • ..: s soon as the 
. , resummo- pl 
.. :t rnf'cl ti b arcs idlC'u 

, l''rc , • 
· ·,·0, accorcJ~ , as no diffen 
, fc•,1st. "ing to otJJC'rs fln~) 
· _,fr F·n J 
'·. :1c•e . 11 • c l i:ncr, .i n 
. ' f',l ed o-r- ~ , 1 • 
. 'ir1zh h J· o a::ss-u[lneC', ,, 

.. ' e 1as f ·a .,-,111-<l l o1ouftt·n tlw 
. • • 'J,V men a11c! •. 
••1 nuc<1 f, ,\omen. 

or sc,·cra.J I · ~rass <. :1ys :rnd · grow. 
· ··- \... ------ ' ---

l };, 



~--;· 
i 

I 
{, . ) 

1 t o!. II, 

.. claimed 

_, prising 
to pe~·-

.1ci·stood .. nu 

·,· uld not 

. mft'crna. 
t . ~ 

.. d) state-

·l nt dir~c~ 
., afctc.'1th .. 

·, ,\icfsefms 
,tl •tt :.::~~~s . 

5I)tl'ltS of 
· \'hilc rising, __ 
- ;1en;-btl t, 
I ,:~ ·;:':t by 
! cir proper 

·, robably_go 
d to l1ctcr-

' out of his 
at the body, . 

l he mfl'gua 
·'e1t1a was nu O ' 

··ne1 clean p:\~:,l o . 

l
und until it 

making thc 
t sec rould no · 

. k " ,,,her,! . (.' •• .1. 

I . Jim CUll1l' 

IS, ' \.' )( 0

1 alw s. : l 
.. ,\:io~ whntcn-r 

11c luoked likl' 
iat Jim coul,l 

d lfo"• , ivttn • 

~d to the c-:nth I\. There he { :,. 

:m there wcP:. 
• .1 "\l\On:.: - fncnn;; " · 

I llnrcaftt:r: .nrr a '-
C' hi••: ,,·~, because t . 

I 
I 
I 

1909.J 

227 

Some Shoshone arc said to b,,Ji,,v,, 1har "'"' of 'l\-nJoy's sons chan;;1:d 
into a sih-cr-fox after his dca_t h; ,·,111,,,q '" ,, 11 I,,· 11 ,.,_,. :, bstain from hull ti r,g 
these foxes, though their furs an, Yl't~v Yalu:1hll'. 

Ghosts. Ghost arc gr ·atly dr~idcd. Sl'lh 1ol-cltildren can be tliro,n, 
into hysteric; by the cry of "Dzii'a I''." ·:md ad11i1s :11·oi,l passing their ,,J,J 
remctcry on the Lemhi Ri,·cr nt nigh1. -'.\l,,,·1i111-:, wi1h ghosts arc rclati1·d7 
f rcq uen (. They . a i·e so m~ ti n_1 c · h <t:11·d · 111 a k i n;s a 11" is,, 

0 
uts i de of the I c,,J gr,. 

°Jack Grouse once hcarJ s111g11,g, and """'"I:''" lo <'i1h'l1 sight of some few,,/,, 
ahosts. .flis nephew 011cc we11t out hu11ci11g. I le s11ddl'nly sa\\· a skcl(;trJfl 
fi~,irc. Spceddcss with fright, ill' ran h0111<'. 'l'lu, 11,,,t spring, hi., fat)a,r 
died. All the Indians bclined 11,at it was l,i.s f.,1J1n's wmith tliat he J.,,,f 
seen. ·Another Shoshone onec lllcl a gh,ist, whid, I ril'd to push him o·.-r:r
from behind. The man resi .. ted, lri,•d to /.:l'iisp 111<· skeleton, and gc,( 1,: -, 
fi,wers bcl\Yecn the bn re ribs. Art <'r th i.s nd n ·111111·,,, I"' !,.,,." me very s t1w, ;:, 

t:i 1·1· I "1) I 1· I I · J • " so that he could I t a 10r: ' - t'l' 1aps su,11,• o l I\ ! g 10.st got mto 1an. 

Enga·gwacu, who has had a 1111111!",,. of p,·,·11li,11· •·xp,·1·ic11c·c·s of this sort, 
was once tran~ling nt night, _ wl1t·11 lil' saw an 111dia11 :1pproa<.:hiug I1im. Tl, ~: 
outlines of the body and l1t·ad "'''1'<' plain, hnt 1111, fi11•c was invisible; 1},r, 
stranger seemed to m:-ar a stript·d ~-t·st. .• ·\s 11<• g-ot il«·arcr, ,Jim saw (hat Lr; 
had mist:ikcn the ribs of a skdrton lor str,pl's. I fl' 1·,111 a1ray, Lut was hcarJ,,d 
off. At last he said to the apparitin11, "Yon an: 011ly a gl,ost, let me alorn;_:, 

(6'116-11 dzO'ap, nO-,-ii'ak.) The figure tnn,.,d "'"'"'• and disappcar<'d in_,, 
Ilic •round. On a similar oec·asion, ,Jiu, llst·d Ilic s:1111c fon,1ula with [ih 0 • 

·ucecss ngainst an uncanny-~nakc. 

Jlcdici
11

e. For orJi11a1-y case's of .,il'k11<'ss, tlll'n, a,-,. a 1111u1bcr of rnedir;i
nal roots and herbs. A decoetion of n1gl'iu·1ul, J,.,.,.<'s is prepared again.;, 
<'olJs anJ minor Jistcmper.s. This l'ornis, a,,,.,,,·di111-( '" """" ,ihitc settler.,, 
a ,·rn· sat isfa ct 01)· re Ill cdy · A s 1H'C't ·st II el Ii 11;; I• la II I, rn II cd Lii' gw in a, i ., 
,iinil,;rl,- cmplo,i·ed. In olmost cn'ry d_welli11g I i., ir, -,1, I found a spray of~ 
pe •ics of sprnc , called dzi\'·w011gol,i (;.:rn,./-pi11cJ. ( J1licr species were 

,hlarcJ to possess no medicinal Yi1·tuc. T!,e tu·1:dk, ll't:rc i;;uitcJ and the 
,

11
u,kc was inhaled; or, they were boilccl, and rlw 1,.,, \\'a.; drunk. Spruce

! a k was treated in the same \\'a)· for <·olds a,.,, la•:ub,-J,..s, Lal'gc braids r,i 
. .,,l . . ,_ ru ~s were commo11ly suspended fro111 tlu: w,dl; r,fH:y arc said to br; 

,i11,ilarly boiled and drunk for a ;oli... S"""' S/,.,:J,;,w, keep old bull'al r, 
' ,, ·, which arc cmj,lo)·cd as LU'1-11a'd,·a, .,.,.,,.,,.,,.Ji--;,,.,. .'mall pal'ticlc., 
.. c,• i,tuken off, boiled with sprucc•nl',·<ll<os, a 11d ilu• ,,,,,,J,.,r tnixturc is rubbed 
,·.,-r Ilic sore eye. Bourke st:, te, that ti"' SI ,,,,!J,,,,., h.,,,.-.- [,r,11· to spliu t a 
'· ,, .. ,ure with will0\1· twigs.' At Fort llall, p,,,,J,j,-, .. , 11,,uJ,, iron, puh-crizcd 

-------.. --~ -~ 

1 Bourk,:, :u !I. 
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roots or lcaws of <liffcre11t \Yecds or herbs arc sometimes applied to wounds 
or swellings.1 

... \.ccor<ling to Fremont, the Conrollaria stellata furnished 
"the best remedial plant" in the treatment of ~rnunds.:: 

When the ortiinary rem dies fail to u<:t, the si<:k per,·on <l cidcs _OIL~•~1ling 
a mcdidnc-man. This rern!ution usually follo\YS a <lrca1!1 ~o tl!•~~5f!i~·t 
The theory of disrase, at all eYents in most cases, is that a d.zo'ap, ghost, 
·has entered the pati~nt's bo<ly. The 1J te had ~ superstition tha~ whistling 
at night results in t_he entrance of a pygmy spirit, called un 11 'pits, into the 
whistler's body, causing illncss.3 'l'he treatment of the _mc<licinc-man is 
therefore <lcsig11t:cl to ~x_tract the intr1!der awl render him innocuous. At the 

. time of my stay there \\·ere three practitioners, two men anJ or1e woman. 
The latter was not a specialist for female ailments, Lut wns sa1.d by white_ 
informants to pr~dise hypnoti. ·m. Some years ngo, I \ms told, the black
smith of the R Sl'l_rn tion had <lcrided her pu\\" 'r, a11<l Oil a ch:illcnge, she had 
almost succee<lc<l in putting him to sleep. The testimony on this subject 
proved contradictory; sorne Shoshone confirmed, others strongly dcnie<l, 
the statement that their physicians could perform movements in<luci11g sleep. 
Of the other t,i·o doctors, 011e was said to <:me rattlesnake bites; the other, 
Tu'rno-dzo, a hunchba<:k, was a specialist for sexual troubles. It was sai<l 
that the latter carried his medicine about in his hump. He had a reputation 
for obscenity, and, in conYcrsation, gase a ribald turn to innocent questions. 
Among other things, he curcu barrc..:11ncss. His nephew was married for 
ten years without lrnYing any children: At bst he summoned his undc to 
examine his wife, who has sinl'e borne two chilJren. This result was, of 
course, attributed to the medicine-man's skill. Tu'modzo's trcrrtment of 
gonorrhea (<li.i'mbehaip), according to rnrious Indian;-;, consisted of insert
ing the diseased member in his mouth and sucking it; he \\·oul<l then expecto· 
rate. Women were simil·arly trcate<l by him. Dr. ~Iurphy, by ;;-a~;--;i 
corrohoration, told r?.1e that when he was fir::::t appointed as agency physicia r: 
the Indians visit<'d l1irn, and in(f uircd as to his method of dcaliug with YtTH' • 

real disease. In reply to his cxpla11atiun., they said they had no faith i?: 

his treatment, as he seeu1cll to be afraid to employ srn:rion like their o,, :: 
practitioner. 'I'f1'moclzo was about scYcnty-lh-e years of age, and had 111 

come nearly Llind. He daimcc..l to haYc been except ionally strong in l1:; 
youth, and to haYe oYcrcome a Lear in wrestling with him. · "·ithin rccr:.: 

years; confidence in his power seems tu haYe been waning. 
As to the method usu:11ly employed by rnedicinc-:men, Y_Crj' little dcfi n:- , 

infonnatio~1 could be got. Of course, incantations and 's,Ycat_-lodgcs \\ l ~ 
. . - . ... . . -

1 R eport lS!JO, :.?:J G. 
2 Fremont, :!7:J. 
3 Powell, (a") 29. 
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in common _use. To extract the dzo'ap, the doctor forms a tube of his 
hands, applies it to the patient's mouth, and begins to suck until the sick 

individual retches, and finally __ !.>tld1es_ forth ~he evil spirit. This is seized 
by the physician, shown to the spectators, son;~"times in ·the shape of Llood 
or of some small object, rubbed between his palms, and thus killed. Dy 
the Ute doctor, the c,·il spirit is drin~n a way by stretching the patient ou_t 
on the ground and scarifying him ·with an eagle chrw from head to· heel, 

while a group of men sing an incantation in chorus.1 The compemn.

tion varied; Jack Grou ·e paid n, doctor a dollar for curing his child; in 

other instances, a horse was presented to the practitioner. j_JJ; indicated 

aboYc, there is _no distinction of rank among doctors, but merely a difl'cr

cntiatiou of function. M di inc-men, be. i(l's aiding lhc sick, COllld . ome:
times c:ha1·m arrow for hunting, a.nd, as shown by Lewis and Clark, coulJ 
impart ·u1 ernatu ·a l virtu '. t<;> • hield ·. ~one of tb l'm ::ire said ewr to 

have cng.igccl i~! ~;usii1g the ~ickncss or death of a fellow ·tribesman. Some

times the SOllS or nephe\\·s of physici:.~llS followed the same profession. 
There arc cases in ~Yl1ich the llH.:<l_icinc-m'.111 is powerless·.-- Ko'Litsak's 

little girl <lied uf cholera infantmn. His cxplm1atiou, according to Dr. 

~Iurpliy, was that the c11ild had been caught in a \\·lii,fo·incl, which wl1irle<l 

out her brnins. After my <lepit rture from Lemhi, 'l'ii'-clzomo-n-clo'mi, the 

yo1mgcr of the two medicine-men, was tnken sick. He declined Dr. :\Iur

phy's scn·iees, saying that he knc\\· l.1e must c.lie in three days, ·Lut if he 

took any white man's medicine·he would <lie before that. He loo!..:cJ r .. 1thcr 
:strong, but adually die, l ou the thiru dny. What the natiYc theory of this 
tasc may haYe Leen, I do ·11ot know. . In general, two reasons were giwn 

fur failure tr> res tore_ th~_sick. .:-\. dzo'al> may haYc entered the patient's 
buJy, snatehcc.l a"·ay hi5 miml, and floyrn away with .it•; under thc:--e cir

rn1nstanc<.>s, maclnc,:; usually ensues: or, the pn1'. t of the ghost may be 

playc,l by Coyote himscli, who d escend:; from above, carries off a man's 
Hll-t'gua, nuJ eithr1: makts him in. ane, or kills him outright. ,Jack Grouse 
ktHrn·s of a former fo·iug ·i11 the vi ci nity, · wlio llscd to abuse the Indians; he 

thinks that tl_1i5 malefactor was dispatc-Lrd by Coyote about a year ago. 

in this rolt:, Coyote <li.:;guises himself. as an Indian, and can be rccognize<l 
11 LJh· br his e\·cs. 

··:Cli~,;.;,~s-. · Amulets of rnrious kinds arc in use. Sprucc-necdlc:>s are pow-

0l1· r,~d, aud cramm~d into a buckskin Lag some"·hat resembling an a,d
< .i-;c. The bag is hung around a baby's neck a.:; a safeguard against illness. 

_\.f11lts use white ,n·ascbkins, or the foot oi a white we,1scl, bufralo l10rns 
~ !I I manes for similar puqJoscs . A very old woman keeps two small, 

t Pow?tl , (a) 20. 
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irregular pieces of obsidian in a bag as a preYcnth·e o_f ·eye-disease; occa
sionally she scr~t~hes her arm \\·ith the stones. Some men ·haYc a charm 
enclose~ in a little piece of cloth imd tied to the middle of either the front or 
back of a beaded necklace. One ·man carried some spear-grass :ibout in 
this way. A sacred stonr, apparently a tribal medicine, by " ·hich good or 
eYil could be wrought, is mentioned by Culin.1 An eYil t·11arm ,ms prepared 
by placiug rattlesnake heatls on h~t c:oab in a hole in the ground and covering 
them with the fresh liYer an<l gall of wiltl animals. Dming the process of 
steaming, the liYer absorbs the poison from the heads. (t was carefully 
prcsencd in a little buckskin bag worn on the owner's body. By looking 
intently at the \·ictim and murmuring eYil incantations, it was possible to 
effect his death.:? 

LoYe-channs are extremely popular. G\rI'<ln mba' bi wears a "·easel 
foot on his hat ns " ·ai'i-pe-11a'dcu (\\·oman-mcdi~·inc); he expects that. it 
will help him in "catching a s~1uaw." '.Yuman-medicinc, in the ·hape of 
shaYings of woo<l or bark, is rubbed on the neck, tied up in a bag ur piece 
of doth, an<l attache<l to the belt. Ki/bit:nk ,ras seen to take spruce
needles into his mouth, chew them thoroughly, spit the mois~cncd substance 
on his hands, and rub it on his head for ,n1i'i-pc-na'dc:u. He also knows 
a small inedible root, \,·hid1 is <lug up for the arnc objc<:t. The root is 
glued to a little stone, the luYcr c:rcq,s up behiud the \rn_man desired, an<l 
thro\\·s the charm at her. Pt.:rhnps three or four niglit:, later, she comes to 
sec him. She looks into his. eyes, and laughs. Ja<:k has . repeatedly used 
this charm with success. Soinc time ago, a Hoss Fork Shoshone Yisited 
him and paid Ko-bitsak a <lollar-and-a-half fur t·hc ·c roots. The following 
spring, Jack saw him married to a. woman. Tl1011gh in lack of positiYc 
information on the point, he regards the ,,·ife as the "·0111an originally sought, 
and ascribes the consummation of the nwrriage to his mcdi<:ine. Lamc
Jack, "·hile eonfirmi11g ,Jack's statements, speaks of another root also calkd 
wai'i-pe-na'<lcu, but causing disastrous con:;cquenc.:c . If droppc<l in. a 
woman's path, it will kill her in about ten days. 

COXCEPTIOXS OF THE UXIYERSE. 

The ideas of the Shoshone concerning eek tial phenomena are ra1hr: 
simple and meagre. According to Powcl1, the domed firmament "·as le 
lieYc<l to be of ice, against ,d1ich wa.- coilcJ the baek of a huge ·srqw:::. 
identified with the rainbow. In \,·inter, thG monster's friction with the i,: 

1 Culin, (a) 17. 
2 Report 1S90, 3~6. 
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