
ACCOUNT OF WORK DONE ON BIG CREEK 
JUNE 22 THROUGH JULY 1, 199~ 

THIS REPORT IS A SUMMARY OF NOXIOUS WEED INVENTORY AND TREATMENT 
IN THE BIG CREEK DRAINAGE, DOWN STREAM OF TAYLOR RANCH. THE DESCRIPTION 
OF SITES WILL INCLUDE LOCATION, SIZE, AMOUNT OF AREA TREATED AND TIME IN­
VOLVED AT EACH SITE. 

THE FIRST SITE DOWNSTREAM OF TAYLOR RANCH INVENTORIED IS RUSHSKEL­
ETON WEED, LOCATED 3/4 OF A MILE UPSTREAM OF COUGAR CREEK. THE SITE IS 
ABOVE THE TRAIL IN A NARROW PATCH WITH AN AREA OF 3786.58m2. THERE ARE 
THREE DENSE CLUMPS OF OLD GROWTH PLANTS, THE REST BEING MOSTLY SCAT­
TEREDAND ISOLATED, THE ENTIRE AREA WAS PULLED THE NEXT LOCATION OF A 
WEED SITE INVENTORIED IS LOCATED 30 FEET ABOVE BIG CREEK TRAIL, AP­
PROXIMATELY 1/4 OF A MILE UPSTREAM FROM COUGAR CREEK. THE SITE IS IN LINE 
WITH THE DOWNSTREAM END OF AN ISLAND IN BIG CREEK. THE SITE CONTAINED AN 
AREA OF 494.48m2 OF RUSH SKELETONWEED. THE ENTIRE AREA WAS TREATED BY 
PULLING. 

COUGAR CREEK WAS INVENTORIED FOR SPOTTED KNAPWEED. THE LOCATION IS 
DESCRIBED AS BEING SEVERAL HUNDRED FEET ABOVE THE BIG CREEK TRAIL JUST BE­
FORE COUGAR CREEK. THE SITE IS MARKED BY A FAIRLY LARGE HAWTHORN BUSH. 
THIS SITE HAS BEEN RECORDED AT 464.63m2. THE PERIMETERS OF THE WEED SITE 
WERE PULLED, THE INSIDE OF THE SITE WAS RATHER DENSE. 

THE WORK DONE AT GOAT CREEK OCCURRED AT SEVERAL PLACES FOR SPOT­
TED KNAPWEED. THE LARGEST BEING THE WORK DONE 2M ON EACH SIDE OF THE 
TRAIL. THE AREA RECORDED AS TREATED IS 702.16m2 PULLED AND 336.58m2 WHIPPED. 
THE AREAS THAT HA VE BEEN WHIPPED WERE MARKED BY PINK FLAGS. 

THE NEXT LARGEST SITES TREATED AT GOAT CREEK ARE LOCATED BELOW THE 
CAMP (ADJACENT TO BIG CREEK), MOSTLY ON THE BEACHES. THE AREA INVENTORIED 
AND TREATED IS 452.06m2. 

TWO DISTINCT KNAPWEED PATHCHES WERE INVENTORIED AND TREATED IN 
GOAT BASIN. THE FIRST IS LOCATED AT THE SOUTHERN END OF THE BASIN, AS THE 
TRAIL ENTERS THE BASIN. THE AREA OF THE SITE IS 154m2. THE ENTIRE AREA WAS 
TREATED BY PULLING. THE SECOND PATCH IS LOCATED ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF 
GOAT CREEK AS YOU ENTER THE BASIN. IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH A STOCK USERS' 
CAMP. THE AREA OF THE SECOND PATCH IS 431m2. THIS ENTIRE AREA WAS TREATED 
BY PULLING. 

TWO SPOTTED KNAPWEED SITES WERE INVENTORIED AND TREATED BETWEEN 
GOAT CREEK AND THE MOUTH OF BIG CREEK. THE FIRST PATCH IS LOCATED ALONG 
THE BIG CREEK TRAIL AT THE FIRST LOW SPOT BELOW THE SOLDIER BAR FORD TURN­
OFF. EIGHT PLANTS WERE FOUND HERE IN AN AREA OF ONE SQUARE METER. THE 
SECOND PATCH IS LOCATED BELOW THE BIG CREEK TRAIL AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
BIG CREEK GORGE. A LARGE ROCK IN THE CENTER OF BIG CREEK IS FIFTEEN YARDS 
UPSTREAM OF THE SITE. FIFTEEN PLANTS WERE LOCATED IN AN AREA OF 64m2 ON A 
STEEP DECOMPOSING GRANITE SLOPE. BOTH PATCHES WERE ENTIRELY PULLED. 

TWO SINGLE KNAPWEED PLANTS WERE LOCATED OUTSIDE THE BIG CREEK 
DRAINAGE. ONE WAS LOCATED AT THE EASTERN END OF THE MIDDLE FORK PACK 
BRIDGE. IT WAS DIRECTLY BELOW THE TRAIL SIGN, THE SECOND ISOLATED PLANT 
WAS LOCATED ONE MILE UP THE WATERFALL TRAIL. 



·No ISOLATED PLANTS WERE FOUND BETWEEN GOAT CREEK AND THE MOUTH 
OF BIG CREEK. NUMEROUS ISOLATED PLANTS WERE FOUND -ON THE TRAIL BETWEEN 
TAYLOR RANCH AND GOAT CREEK 

A TOTAL AREA OF 6886.49m2 WAS TREATED 197 TOTAL PERSON HOURS WERE 
NEEDED TO TREAT THIS AREA. FROM THESE FIGURES~ INDIVIDUAL COULD 
ROUGHLY PULL 35m2 IN AN HOUR 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Holly and Jim Akenson 
HC-83, Taylor Ranch 
Cascade, ID 83611 

Dear Holly and Jim: 

Forest 
Service 

Salmon-Challis 
National Forest 

File Code: 2320 

Headquarters Bldg 
RR2Box 600 
Salmon, ID 83467 

Date: August 18, 1999 

Greetings from Salmon. The summer has been flying by and this is the first opportunity I've had 
to get a letter out to you. 

Enclosed please find a copy of the hitch report that two of the SCA volunteers put together from 
our work time in Big Creek. I've also enclosed some information about Rush Skeletonweed, as I 
do not know if it is a species you've dealt with before. It is especially pernicious, primarily be­
cause of its windbome seed heads. 

I would appreciate a copy of the Goat Creek data that you have collected throughout the year. I 
look forward to hearing from you and hope your summer has gone well. 

~~rx&fJ 
Andrew J. lirnek 
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;/rff ~~ U SITEDOWNSTREAMOFTAYLORRANCHINVENTORIEDISRUSHSKELE-
, cf/u2 x~(?7 it,- ATED 3/4 OF A MILE UPSTREAM OF COUGAR CREEK. THE SITE IS ABOVE 

U 'ja]l I NARROW PATCH WITH AN AREA OF 3786.58m2. THERE ARE THREE 
~-- _ OF OLD GROWTH PLANTS, THE REST BEING MOSTLY SCATTEREDAND 
ISOLATED, THE ENTIRE AREA WAS PULLED THE NEXT LOCATION OF A WEED SITE IN­
VENTORIED IS LOCATED 30 FEET ABOVE BIG CREEK TRAIL, APPROXIMATELY 1/4 OF A 
MILE UPSTREAM FROM COUGAR CREEK. THE SITE IS IN LINE WITH THE DOWNSTREAM 
END OF AN ISLAND IN BIG CREEK. THE SITE CONTAINED AN AREA OF 494.48m2 OF RUSH 
SKELETONWEED. THE ENTIRE AREA WAS TREATED BY PULLING. 

COUGAR CREEK WAS INVENTORIED FOR SPOTTED KNAPWEED. THE LOCATION IS 
DESCRIBED AS BEING SEVERAL HUNDRED FEET ABOVE THE BIG CREEK TRAIL JUST BE­
FORE COUGAR CREEK. THE SITE IS MARKED BY A FAIRLY LARGE HAWTHORN BUSH. 
THIS SITE HAS BEEN RECORDED AT 464.63m2. THE PERIMETERS OF THE WEED SITE 
WERE PULLED, THE INSIDE OF THE SITE WAS RATHER DENSE. 

THE WORK DONE AT GOAT CREEK OCCURRED AT SEVERAL PLACES FOR SPOT­
TED KNAPWEED. THE LARGEST BEING THE WORK DONE 2M ON EACH SIDE OF THE 
TRAIL. THE AREA RECORDED AS TREATED IS 702.16m2 PULLED AND 336.58m2 WHIPPED. 
THE AREAS THAT HA VE BEEN WHIPPED WERE MARKED BY PINK FLAGS. 

THE NEXT LARGEST SITES TREATED AT GOAT CREEK ARE LOCATED BELOW THE 
CAMP (ADJACENT TO BIG CREEK), MOSTLY ON THE BEACHES. THE AREA INVENTORIED 
AND TREATED IS 452.06m2. 

TWO DISTINCT KNAPWEED PATHCHES WERE INVENTORIED AND TREATED IN 
GOAT BASIN. THE FIRST IS LOCATED AT THE SOUTHERN END OF THE BASIN, AS THE 
TRAIL ENTERS THE BASIN. THE AREA OF THE SITE IS 154m2. THE ENTIRE AREA WAS 
TREATED BY PULLING. THE SECOND PATCH IS LOCATED ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF 
GOAT CREEK AS YOU ENTER THE BASIN. IT IS ASSOCIATED WITH A STOCK USERS' 
CAMP. THE AREA OF THE SECOND PATCH IS 431m2. THIS ENTIRE AREA WAS TREATED 
BY PULLING. 

TWO SPOTTED KNAPWEED SITES WERE INVENTORIED AND TREATED BETWEEN 
GOAT CREEK AND THE MOUTH OF BIG CREEK. THE FIRST PATCH IS LOCATED ALONG 
THE BIG CREEK TRAIL AT THE FIRST LOW SPOT BELOW THE SOLDIER BAR FORD 
TURNOFF. EIGHT PLANTS WERE FOUND HERE IN AN AREA OF ONE SQUARE METER. 
THE SECOND PATCH IS LOCATED BELOW THE BIG CREEK TRAIL AT THE BEGINNING OF 
THE BIG CREEK GORGE. A LARGE ROCKIN THE CENTER OF BIG CREEK IS PIP.TEEN 
YARDS UPSTREAM OF THE SITE. FIFTEEN PLANTS WERE LOCATED IN AN AREA OF 64m2 
ON A STEEP DECOMPOSING GRANITE SLOPE. BOTH PATCHES WERE ENTIRELY PULLED. 

TWO SINGLE KNAPWEED PLANTS WERE LOCATED OUTSIDE THE BIG CREEK 
DRAINAGE. ONE WAS LOCATED AT THE EASTERN END OF THE MIDDLE FORK PACK 
BRIDGE. IT WAS DIRECTLY BELOW THE TRAIL SIGN, THE SECOND ISOLATED PLANT 
WAS LOCATED ONE MILE UP THE WATERFALL TRAIL. 



NO ISOLATED PLANTS WERE FOUND BETWEEN GOAT CREEK AND THE MOUTH 
OF BIG CREEK. NUMEROUS ISOLATED PLANTS WERE FOUND ON THE TRAIL BETWEEN 
TAYLOR RANCH AND GOAT CREEK 

A TOT AL AREA OF 6886.49m2 WAS TREATED 197 TOT AL PERSON HOURS WERE 
NEEDED TO TREAT THIS AREA. FROM THESE FIGURES AND INDIVIDUAL COULD 
ROUGHLY PULL 35m2 IN AN HOUR 



Field Crew 

GOAT CREEK KNAPWEED PROJECT 

CONTROL ACTIONS 

-----------------------

Time 
Start 

Time 
End 

Total 
Hours 

Total hours = # people x hours 

Size of area 
Controlled (m2

) 

Describe Control 
Area 

Describe Control Area from center point, for example: 180-220 m west 
Comments may include % pulled; difficulties; or observations 

Date ----

Comments 
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