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Democratic also-rans consider-their futures 
Brady says he's_ through with politics, 
but other candidates eye 2008 races 
BY SHAWNA GAMACHE ished with politics . . 

IDAHO STATESMAN 'Tve done my best," said Brady, 
70, president of the Post Co. pub-

Democratic governor candi- lishing company in Idaho ,Falls. 
date Jerry Brady said he is fin- "Twice is enough." He plans to 

travel the state thanking sup- GrJllt aad Jim Hansen already Risch, is consid~ a possible That will help him get his mes- + 
porters and possibly return to have theJt· eyes on possible con- bid b' U.S. Sen. Larry Craig's seat sage out, he said. 
nonprofit work in the Third ~io-1, runs in 2008. Other in two years. "rm not discouraged one bit." 
World. candj.cij.tes are looking at If Craig doesn't run again, IaRoccosald. ~b-tbeout-

But the rest of Idaho's major ~ · or smaller seats. LaRocco thinks he has ~ shot. come, it was a great expfrience." 
Democratic candidates - all of . . LaRoc0o. who raised $800,000 ln : Meantube, ~co wtn· con-
whom· lost on Nov. 7 - aren't . CONGRESS bis 1994'caqpssional • · ei.;ma , dn11e his work as president of 
done with politics yet. > l.apr. LaRocco: The former campaign. said fundmsing is Coeur d~ene software compa 

Election Day .isn't·~ weeks ~=Mr:m who lost for lieu- much easier for a congressional 
past, but Larry LaRocco, Latty te:pantpemor against~ fun race than for lieutenant governor. SEE DEMOCRATS O~MAIN 2 

Downtown 
living is · 

• commg 
to Eagle 

Developers plan condos, 
apartments but chafe 

at city regulations 

BY KATY MOELLER 
IDAHOSTATESMAN 

It's never difficult for Madt But­
ler and Shawn N'J.Ckel to rent the 
aputmmt above tbeh downtown 
Basie offices. 

An hour after a sip II posted 
in the window of SLN P1anDing 
Inc. OD North Second Street,· the 
calls start coming in. 

"We usually get JS-the first 
day," said Buttm; a termer lagle 



Heart .. of Idaho beats in the Sarmon River wilds 
t. he Salm. on River and "the Frank," as 

the Frank Church River of No Return 
W-~au-. ia affectionately called, 

· epitoijize ~ that idahoans 
love toiboWst ~t: our water, our 
mqunt$ins, c,m·wildlife, our people. 

The Sahllo:\l ~r moves as if some­
how, it has a liear:t and soul, as its flows 
rangefroIQ cahQ.. still and reflective to 
~• raging,,:api. that gave it the "River 
qf No. RetmQ~ moniker. 

Magnificent mountains and canyons of 
the Church wilderness teem with 
wildlife·-:-- soaring eagles, howling 
wolves; bpom sheep, white-tailed deer, 
elk, bobcats, cougars, coyotes, rat­
tlesnakes, bears and more. The wilder­
ness bas been called "the Serengeti of 
North America" for its concentrations of 
large animals. 

This vast, wild country has a tale to tell. 

It's a story best told by its people, from 
past to present, from its native Lemhi 
Shoshone Indians - Tukudika, or the 
Sheepeaters - to resident research biolo­
gists. From frontiersman "Cougar" Dave 
to today's outdoor enthusiasts. Through 
their stories, this land comes alive. 

Jeanne Huff 
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Valley/ State 
Saving musical history 
Nampa's Majors & Minors musical 

group ended its 35-year run of per­
formances in 2005, but its massive 
collections of sheet music and cos­
tumes live on through the Character 
Depot, a business launched to pre­
serve the collection and serve local 
actors, singers and dancers. MAIN 2 .. 

Nation/ World Sports 
BSU likely gets BCS 

bowl with wi.n Saturday 
For the Broncos, it appears to be 

a simple proposition: Beat Nevada, 
play in a major bowl game. SPORTS 1 

Lotteries 
Saturday's results 

IDAHO POWEIIALL: There was no 

Butler and others, inchtding 
M&H Development of'Blgle. are 
working to bring more leci>nd­
floor - and possibly thmMloor 
- residences to Eagle's down­
town, which radiates outward 
from the comer of Eagle Road 
and Old State Street. 

"There's a sense of pride that 
you're bringing something to 
downtown that's not here," But­
ler said. 

There's also some frustration 
among developers, who say that 
the city's height restriction, park­
ing space requirements and fees 
for removing trees for develop­
ment can make downtown pro­
jects difficult. 

Butler said the city fees for re­
moving about 10 trees on one 
downtown property could mount 
up to as much as $150,000. The 
fees go to the city's tree fund. 

City officials say they are open 
to the idea of raising the maxi­
mum height for downtown build­
ings - to a point. The concern 
bas been that tall buildings~d 
block the view of the Foothills. 

Currently, the maximum al­
lowable height for buildings in 
Eagle's downtown core is 40 feet. 

SEE EAGLE ON MAIN 3 

Opinion 
Courage & Commitment 

Rob Cronin, a cancer survivor, 
devotes much of his time and 
money to help children with can­
cer have fun during a weeldong 
summer camp held every August 
near Ketchum. MAIN a 

Life Paper 
■lssl■g7 

Call 377-6370 

The.Associated.Pr4SS 
Fishermen are discussing how a pro­
posed expansion of marine protected 
areas will affect their industry. 

jackpot winner tor a $4s million Kim· Komando 
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© 2006 Idaho Statesman 

drawing. Saturday's numbers: 1-8- V1Sta is almost here. Businesses 
19-36-42, Powerball 20, Power Play with volume li-

Protecti ng marine-life 2. Next jackpot $54 million. cense agreements 
Despite intense opposition from IDAHO WILD CARD: There was no can get it Nov. 30. 

many fishermen, Califorµia wildlife jackpot wiQner for a $361,000 Home users must 
regulators are creating stretches of drawing. Saturday's numbers: wait until Jan. 30. 

r, 
ocean-where fishing will be banned 12-17-i0-21-31 W'lld card: J•. Next But you should 

• I · · •"''~'-"~";.w;:J,::;~,;.w,ili,;\ I or restricted. MAIN 11 ja~t $380,000 (estimated). get ready. LIFE 3 

NOTICE TO OUR READERS: Going on vacation? To stop your paper effective Thanksgiving Day, call 377-NEWS (6370) prior to 9:30 a.m. Wednesday. 
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Albertson College to receive $5 million grant 
The Eve~en grant will be used to launch a $17 million 

fundraisingcampaign ~ renovate science facilities 
STAllSMAN STAFF 

J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Foun­
dation has ~Albertson College 
of Idaho bi Caldwell a $S million per 
year Evergreen grant, plus an addi­
tional one-time $5 million grant to 
launch a $17 million fundraising cam­
paign to renovate the school's science 
facility. 

The goal of both grants, according 
to university spokeswoman Beth 
Zborowski. is to support initiatives to 
help the college look more like a U.S. 
News & World Report Top 100 Na­
tional Liberal Arts College. 

The $5 million Evergreen grant re­
places the final io~tallment in a three­
year, $17 million grant Albertson Col­
lege received from the foundation in 
200S. ACI already has received $12 
million of that previous. grant.. · 

The new grant will be funded con­
tinually on a three-year cycle. Should 
the funding ever be canceled, the uni­
versity will have a three-year warn­
ing, Zborowski said. 

The grants have been used to invest 
in various departments such as biol­
ogy, business and education, she said. 
Funding also is used in recruitment 
and scholarships and to give profes-

Store rents sheet 
• music, costumes 

BY SANDRA FORESTER 
IDAHO STATESMAN 

Nampa's Majors & Minors musical 
group ended its 35-year run of gala 
performances in 2005, but its massive 
collections of sheet music and cos­
tumes lift on through the CharactM 
Depot, a business started by a formM 
member to preserve the collection and 
serve local actors. singers and dancers. 

"We all thought it was·an awesome 
thing that we could contribute even 
more to the public,,. longtime Majors 
& Minors member Sylvia Pool said of 
the music and costume donation. 

Majors & Minors, made up of 20 to 
60 community residents each year, 
presented one or two musical reviews 
each year, featuring 30 musical num­
bers per show. Members sewed all the 

, costumes, Pool said. · 
"I really miss that," she said. 
In 2005, group leaders decided to 

call it quits because of the rise of many 
other local musical groups and activ­
ities that competed for audiences and 
group members, Pool said. 

Majors & Minors created an en­
dowment fund for operations of the 
Nampa Civic Center's auditorium with 
the balance of its accounts and do­
nated its grand piano to the center . . 
The music and costumes were given 

This black-and-si Iver sequined number 
is partof the Majors & Minor collection at 
Nampa's Character Depot. 

Were." The collection includes med­
leys of music by Weird AJ Yankovic, 
Josh Groben and Frank.Sinatra. 

wrhere is some wonderful music -
JinL.--•-----~•1..~---...n. 

son resources and enhance salaries. 
ACI used some of the grant to ex­

pand the Albertson Heritage Schol­
arship- a full-tuition scholarship for 
students with outstanding high school 
records who also rank in top one per­
cent of the ACT or SAT pool, said 
Zborowski. 

The profile of this year's fre_shmen 
was again the beet in the state, with 
40 percent ranking in the top 10 per­
cent of their high school graduating 
class. 

The top quarter of the freshman 
class was in the top 7 percent of the 
national ACT/SAT pool and bad a high 
school grade-point average of 4.0 or 
better. 

ACI president Bob Hoover said the 
grant "gives the college the financial 

stability to focus on long-term prior­
ities" that will keep educational stan­
dards high. 

The Boone Science Hall was con­
structed in 1967 and is nearly 80,000 
square feet. The fundraising campaign 
will remodel and update the building's 
infrastructure, classroom technology 
and laboratory spaces and equipment, 
said Zborowski. 

"We believe with more national 
recognition and an increased focus on 
distinctive areas such as science ed-· 
ucation, ACI will continue to attract 
the best and brightest students from 
Idaho and elsewhere and give them 
the kind of experience which will lead 
them to remain and contribute to this 
state," said ACI Trustee Kenneth C. 
Howell. 

Photos by Sandri Foraltll' / ldlho Statesman 
Depot, pulls out the •Monster Mash" choral 

•- - _I.I __ .._, __ ~L- __ _.. __ _._, ___ • 
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BOISE COUNTY 
. . ' 

Boise man dies Saturday 
in motorcycle crash 

A Boise man was killed ina motorcycle '1mCk 
Saturday night in Boise County, Idaho State Po­
lice reported. 

1irnothy Perry, 43, WU beading-west on Pearl 
Road just after S p.m. near tbe top ofHoneaboe 
Bend Hill west of Idaho SS when his Honda mo­
torcycle ftered. off the road, police said. 

Perry overcorrectec[and was thrown from 
his motorcycle, police said. He was pronOIIIICed 
dead at the ~ne. · 

CALDWELL 
Thieves taking copper, 

aluminum and electricity 
Thievesha"W; talgetedcopper,alnrnimvn. aec­

tricity and psoJine hi five separate thefts recemdy 
in Caldwell, according to Sandy Brooks of Cald­
well Police Department's crime ana1ysiL 

In October, motor parts made of copper were + 
stolen from a recreational vehicle. About 300 
pounds of copper wire were taken in a separate 
incident: And a C1ldwell police o8icer responded 
to a vandalism complaint Jn progress 1Xlidday on 
the overpass near Interstate M•s NorthlOdaAv­
enue exit. The officer discovered that suspects 
removed sections of the alumhnuJ, bandrai1 with 
ahacksaw. 

During the first weekend of November, one 
resident discovered gasoline had~ siphoned 
from a vehicle parked In a driveway 1:t.·=• 

A week later at anotberTelldtcfence!SICt~., I ~~••=•at 
~rted an extension cord "'81.pluiP.d 
their'house and ~ ·~ .O.-• 
other micteoce--~ . 
. OJBcenhope.to-¥-.~ ~-­

cc,..-se them to bep ••-... PJ •POtJ. 

H 
Formerat 
sentenced to6 month 
A former federal 'InDlportadon 

ministration airport p.-d :was led 
Sth District Court hi llai1ey .in han1 
being sentenced to si:r ·months f4 
demeanor child enticement. 

Judge Robert}. Elgee re1bsed to 
J. Harrison Jr. to remain outof jall .-ll-.,,..; 
peals his sentence. .· . ' 

Harrison WIS found guilty in Septeinl;,ir. 
ticing a 10-year-old el stuclentJII 
car in Ketchum on Ap~-same.., 
convicted him of the misdemeanor COIUlt __ 
quittedhimoffelonysecond~ kktnappia$ 

The boy was released unharmed, and l'avla 
Cassidy, Harrison's public defender, argued his 
client Dem' had any sinister intent. 

Before his. arrest, Harrison was a ·~ty 
guard for the TSA at Friedman Memorial Air­
port in Hailey. 

Statesman staff 

Correction 
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he said. 
Last school year, the .Nampa High 

School Dance Team used about 20 of 
the group's black jackets with white 
trim. And Nampa Christian High~ 
Skyview High, Idaho Arts Charter 
School and varied church and com­
munity.groups have used the tuxes, 
gowns, uillit:ary unifQrms, sequined 
shirts or sparkling jackets in green, 
.yellow, black and pink. 

The crowning jewel of the Majors & 
Minors legacy may be m\dtiple copies 
of hundreds of choral arrangements 
from "Monster Mash" to "The Way We 

.ope- -
Alumni of Majors & Minors can 

borrow the music for free with a de­
posit and rent the costumes at a dis­
count, he said. School groups also re­
ceive discounts. 

Young said the donation of music 
and costumes allowed him to start the 
business he had been dre~g· of 
since about 2003. 

"It was basically the shot in the arm 
that we needed to get going,"~~ 
"They could have donated the:;-cos­
tumes and music to . a numh.i:,of 
groups, but they thought that,it,,-.S 

1ffer story ideas.or comments, contact 
rSandra Forester at317-6464or 
:erO.idahostatesman.com 

,re 
zines and other publications, including Na­
tional Geographic's Traveler and .Adveatwer 
magazines. He worb for a number o( clients 
internationally and is represented by five in­
ternational picture agencies, including~ 
Images, the largest in the world. Bly has trav­
eled extensively through Idaho and has run 
and photographed• Middle Fork of tbe 
Salmon River more tban 20 times. His latest 
book. published in 2001, is entitled "1dalto 
Wild and Beautiful." 

He and his wife, Pam. live near the Gretn­
belt on the Boise Rivet. Information pub­
lished <>n ~ 4 of Sunday's Idaho StateslDUl 
was incorrect. 

Having a fear of heights ,~,- esliving:in Idaho abittreacherous 
Everybod. y's afraid of some­

thing. 
.For some, it's enclosed 

spaces. For others it can be any­
thing from the dark to flying to 
hunting with the vice president. 

My phobia is heights. Flying 
doesn't bother me, but high 
bridges, tall buildings and 
mountain roads can grip me 
with an irrational fear border­
ing on hysteria. 

So where do I end up spend­
ing my life? Idaho - the North­

. west's answer to Bolivia. 
Last month. a Statesman pho­

tographet and t spent two days 
in a small town ringed by 
mountains. ~get there, we 
drove a roacbhit clinis to·the 
walls of ~ . .canyoe • · .way a-flea 
clings to a:mofintain PL'Tbe 
whole time we,were there,I 
was trying not to thiDk about 
the drive back. 

One of the people we inter-

DEMOCRATS 
CONTINUED FROM MAIN 1 

ny Neo Kinetics. 
► Larry Grant: The former Mi­

cron executive said there is a 
''high lilrelibood" he will make an­
other run at the 1st District House 
seat be lost to Republican Bill Sall. 

"Folks keep asking, 'What did 
we do wrong?' and I tell them we 
didn't do anything wrong. we did 
everything right," Grant said. "We 
started with an unknown candi­
date in a tough district and got 45 
percent of the vote." 

Grant, an attorney who retired 
from his corporate job five years 
ago, said he would need to decide 
by June or July and make an an­
nouncement by Labor Day to 
have a shot at Sali's seat covering 
Western Idaho. 

tim woodward 

viewed in the town was an el­
derly gentleman who, when the 
interview was over, suggested 
driving us tQ something called 
''the meadow." He said it would 
make a nice photo. ·There was 
no reason to believe it would be 
anything but a pleasant drive in 
the country. 

-How far is it to the mead­
owr' I asked him. 

-wot far. About a mile and a 
half." , 

We'd gone about a block-and 
half when the road began to 
clbnb. Soon we were rising on 

"I'm pretty sure Bill Sall start­
ed running for the next election 
the day after this one," Grant said 

He said some have asked him 
to consider a run at Craig's seat, 
but he said he wants to stick to 
the House. 
► Jim Hansen: Hansen re­

turned Nov.13 to the top ~itiop 
at United VJSion of Idaho in~ 
where he will continue work on 
campaign finance reform, push­
ing for a voluntary system of pub­
lic election financing. He won 34 
percent of the vote to incumbent 
Republican Mike Simpson's 62 
percent. 

But Harisen said he might give 
the 2nd District seat in eastern 
Idaho another go. 

"I'll never rule out the possi­
bility of running many more 
times," Hansen said. "We've got 
to own the elections. The people 

slopes 
veati 
mce1 
1eC8J 
adal 

rat, 
obU 
way 
fora 
with .U 

Ne---------,-~- __ 
m~a4ow ~:-oft>r.tQat,_. a 
guard rail·~ '!al anywheie in 
sight. . .. 

"How much farther is it?'' I 
asked. 

•~bout a mile and a half." 
"A mile and a half?That.s 

what you said when we started! 
We've gone at least that far.al­
ready." , 

His response was to step on 
the gas. We were climbblg fast 
and already high enough that 
the road was dusted with snow. 
It looked slick to me, but we 

have to own the elections." 

STATE RACES AND SMALLER 
Howard Faux said he will run 

again for treasurer in 2010 if he 
is able, and schools superinten­
dent candidate Jana Jones said 
she won't rule out another try. 
But controller candidate Jackie 
Groves Twilegar said she might 
try for a seat with better odds for 
Democratic success and attorney 
general candidate Bob Wallace 
said he wants to focus on build­
ing the party. 
► Jackie Groves lwllepr: "I'm 

also not crazy, and 1 have no de­
sire to waste my time and waste 
people's money, and you have to 
look at where the Democrats 
were successful," Twilegar said. 
In Boise, for example, Democrats 
defeated five Republican incum­
bents ~ the Legislature. 

didn't slow down a bit. Every 
few hundred yards, a heart­
stopping ridge offered sicken­
ing views of the town far below. 
Above_ us were more moun­
tains, more switchbacks. 

"Maybe you'd better stop and 
let me out," I suggested. "I have 
this thing about heights. You go 
on without me. Take the pic­
tures and pick me up on your 
wayback." . 

"Fear of heights, -eh? Well, 
don't worry. It's not much far­
ther now." 

He obviously didn't under­
stand. BJi this ,o~t I couldn't 
have~caied lesubout seelilg 
so~ J>ult,pifested meadow. rve 
seen hundreds of meadows and 
to me ~M&'Jookthe same. As 
far.-5 I Wll$~rned, his 
meadow could drop right off of 
the planet--which in view of 
the vertiqll terrain it had an ex'" 
cellent cb'ance of do~. 

Twilegar took 41 percent of the 
vote to Republican Donna Jones' 
59 percent. 

She said Democrats should 
have run for every seat in Ada 
County. 

Instead, Republicans running 
for assessor, coroner and trea­
surer were unopposed, she said. 
Still, she isn't sure she'll run. 

"It's like saying to a wo~ 
who's just had a 1()..pound baby, 
'When are you going to have an• 
other one?'" Twilegar said. "I'm 
not ready to answer that. But rm 
not ruling it out." 
► Jana Jones: She is still work­

ing as deputy to Democratic state 
schools Superintendent Marilyn 
Howard until Republican Tom 
Luna takes office in January. Jones, 
who got 49 percent of the vote to 
Luna's 51 percent, said she does­
n't have any immediate plans af-

"How much farther is 'not 
much fartherr 1 ~ri= •. 
'the meadow from lad( · .:,, · 
around the next~ 

"About a mile and a half," he 
said again, this~. With a 
sadistic grin. "A mile' amt a half 
straight up.., 

I liked this witty~ mend. 
He was a breath ol mountain 
air. I conidcleJed strangling him, 
but then I mi8ht have ba,fto 
drive back down myself:· 

And my fingernails were too 
deeply e~ed in his uphol­
stery. We were careening over a 
relatively flat stretch of snow­
C()Vered"road when he noncha­
lantly pointed out his window. 

"There it is," he said. 
"There what is?" 
"The meadow." 
The car slowed almost im­

perceptibly. then shot upward 
again. . 

"Wait! That was itl Why did-

ter that, though she is eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of a grand­
daughter in the next few weeks. 
She may run again in four years. 

"It was a~ opportunity, and 
I believe in what I was doing -
I believe in the public education 
system of Idaho," Jones said. "I've 
learned you never say never be­
cause it comes back to bite you 
every time." 
► Howard Faux: The 79-year­

old Sandpoint real-estate agent, 
whose career in banking spanned 
more than 40 years, said he con­
sidered his race against incum­
bent Republican Treasurer Ron 
Crane a success even though he 
got 36 percent of the vote. Faux 
(pronounced 'fox') said the vote 
was close in northern Idaho, 
which shows that people there 
want representation at the state 
level 

n't you stop?" 
"I figure we might as well go 

on up to the summit. You can 
see seven peaks from up there." 

We could, too, or would have 
if some of them hadn't been 
lost in clouds. One of the peaks 
we could see was aptly named 
after one of the. Alps. 

On a shoulder of the summit 
was 1l surprising sight: a cross 
decorated with plastic flowers. 

Our leadfooted driver specu­
lated that it was somebody's 
idea of a joke, but given hi$ 
sense of humor I doubted that. 

I think it was the final resting 
place for someone who died of 
fright. 

To offer story Ideas or comments, 
contact reporter Tim Woodward 
twoodwarclOldahostatesman.com 
or 377-6409. Read his past 
columns at ldahoStatesman.cam/ 
Woodward. 

. "Considering what I did. why, 
I think I was quite a success," Faux 
said. "Not very often do you get 
a chance to show there ls some­
thing else besides the Treasure 
Valley." 
► Bob Wallace: The Boise 

lawyer, who won 38 percent of 
the vote to incumbent Lawrence 
Wasden's 62 percent, said he 
wants to volunteer time to help 
the Democratic Party build 
strength in Idaho. 

"I don't like to use the wold ma­
chine, but that's what the Re­
publicans have and that's what 
we don't have," Wallace said. "I'm 
not going to run against Lawrence 
again." 

To offer story ideas or comments, 
contact reporter Shawna Gamache 
at sgamacheOidahostatesman .com 
or377-6416. 
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· ENVIRONMENT AT HOME 

·Beth-~ ...... I for your environment, and show it 
I 

♦ 

Buy food that uses little packaging· and turkeys But as we have changed our en- faucets, not washing the drive-
vironment in those large ways, way- can help a lot and potatoes that are grown nearby it's become more important to do In the spirit of the holiday and 

so it takes less gas to get to your table what we can to preserve what we doing little things that matter, 
have. · here are·afewmme!rr from the 

BY JOE KOLMAN 
SPECAL TO IDAHO STATESMAN 

This. week. when many of us 
sit down around the big bird, a 
lot of us will try to think of some-
thing for which we are thankful. 

Friends and family probably 
rank pretty high. as does good 
health. But what about being 
thankful that each breath of air 
we take is relatively clean? How 
about a round of applause for tap 
water devoid of fecal matter? And 

EAGLE 
CONTINUED FROM MAIN 1 

"I don't want the building struc­
tures to be the focal point of the 
city," $Bid Mayor Nancy Merrill, 
adding she also doesn't want to 
see the canyon effect created by 
tall buildings placed side-by-side 
along city streets. ''Three stories 
is the absolute highest I would go." 

Butler has submitted an appli­
cation to the city to construct a 
two-story, Italianate brick build­
ing on East Idaho Street. It 'WOuld 
have three second-floor residences 
above three commercial spaces. 

M&H Development has put on 
hold for now its plans to add sec­
ond- or third-floor residences to 
the old Orville Jackson's drug­
store building- they wanted to 
go a few feet higher than the city's 
maximum allowable height - but 
it is moving ahead on plans for 
two mixed-use two-story build­
ings on Idaho Street 

"We just think there's a market 
for it," said Greg Hall, a partner 
in M&H Development "If an at­
torney wants to live up above his 
office, he can do it. I just think 
there's a use for it.• 

These buildings could usher in 
the next phase of Eagle's devel­
opment of downtown, adding to 
the new mix of housing that's 
sprouted up in the past t'WO years 
within walking distance of down­
town shops and restaurants. 

Proponents say condos or 
apartments in the downtown core 
would promote living, working 
and playing in Eagle - and offer 

For. example, the United Na- group BnviroDmen Defense. 
is there any way to be grateful tions reports that more than a bil- ► Buy food that uses the least 
enough for opportunity to take a lion people 'WOrldwide lack clean amount of r,riasing md look for 
quiet walk in the woods? water. That dirty water kills 1.8 packaging that contains recycled, 

It's mind-boggling to realize million kids under the age of S post-cc>Dllber content. 
how much our environment has every year. That is more than ► 1\ntreys and potatoes grown 
changed since that first Thanks· AIDS, malaria, war or car acci- close to home require less gaso-
giving. We have roads and cars, dents, according to the UN. line to get to your table. 
planes and spaceships. We dain The average American uses 40 ► Look for meat and poultry 
rivers and bum coal. We log items raised without the routine gallons of water a day. Many folks 
forests and pave wetlands. Plas- agree that water in Idaho and the · use of antlblotlcs. This can help 
~cs ~d other produ~ devised rest of the West will beamemm.e . presenet)aedectiveness of Im-
m science labs are mamstays of scarce and valuable. So = .. portaDt medicines by not con-
everyday life. . . down even just a bit-fixing . ·-~•• growing problem 

All of those things have ment · •···! · ·· 

Developers 
Mark Butler and 
Mat'Yfrances 
~submit­
ted an applica­
tion to the. city to 
developa 
mixed-use 
building in 
downtown Eagle 
that would sport 
several apart­
ments above 
commercial 
space.Butler 
and a different 
partner already 
havetheonl 
similar building 
in Eagle, and 
they S1!IJ there's 
plenty of de­
mand for down­
town residential 
development. 

Lisa M. Collard 
Idaho Statesman 

of antibiotic resistance, which is save resources all year long. 
caused in part by the overuse of 
antibiotics in agriculture. 
► Don't use disposable uten- Do you have an ideaortipforour 

sils. plates. napkins or tablecloths weekly Environment at Home col-
during the holiday weekend umn? Let us know. Send an e-mail 
► Recycle beverage contain- to LocalOldaho 

ers and aluminum foiL Statesman.com with subject line 
► If you are a holiday guest, "Enviro at Horne." 

consider carpooling. taking the 
bus, or walking to your destina-
tion. IDAHOSTATESMAN.c0M/ 
► If there are a lot of leftovers ENVIROTIP 

after Thanksgiving dinner, use Read more than 50 past columns. 
this holiday as an opportunity to 

COMING WEDNESDAY start composting food waste, and 
consider donating extra food to Read how businesses are becoming 
a shelter. For leftovers, choose environmentallyfrlendly in the 
~ rood containers that can Environment at Work column in 

Business. 
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would· presumablf see an in­
crease in customer traffic. 

"I think people do want to live 

rstowellOidahastatesman.com Statehouse bureau fax: · 331-04@ 
s,mn.D9vldOlaon 377-6243 Sportsfax: 373-6 

dollOl'IOldahostatn.com Weekiend1Mn1Nnewltlps1 3~ 
downtown," Eagle Chamber of Old State Street. W'mding Creek erty and business owners, 

· Commerce Executive Director will have 58 bungalows and 44 opers · and the general p 
Teri Bath said, pointing to the sue- condos when completed. about how they want to 
cess of new residential develop- A chamber subcommittee is downtown developed. MOl'e 

rePQrter KatyMoellerat 
rOidahostatasman.com or 

TheldahoStatesman(USPS256-020)11pubilshlddallybytheidllho$tMNmln, 1200N.eurti. 
ROid, Boise, 1D83706. Periodicals PG11111 paid It Bolte, IO, and lddttlonll melllnlofflte, 
POSTMASTER: Send address chalwestothe ldlho$tmsrn9n, P.O. S.40, Bolle, ID 83707. 
The publilher,_,_ the rlpttochlnfll sub.lc,tptlon.,..durl..:1:' term tA asubecriptlon upon 
30dlysnotlce. Thlsnolicemeybebyfflllltotht....i~,by containedlnthlsnewspaper 
ltlllforOlllerwill. Subleription ratac-..ma,bllmplementld bJdalliftltheduratlon "the 

- + 

ments near downtown. gathering information from prop- 40 people turned out for a 13. 
sublcrl~. The two popular new devel- ' 

opments near the downtown ant' 
Paddy Row, 24 Irish-themed 
townhouses off Second Street;­
and W'mding Creek, a mixed-use 
development on the north side of 

List of closings 
on Thanksgiving 

Here's a list of what will be 
open and closed for Thanksgiv­
ing weekend: 
► All schools in the Boise, 

Meridian, Caldwell and Melba 
school districts will have-early re­
lease Wednesday and will be 
closed Thursday and Friday. All 
S("hools in the Kuna, Nampa, Val­
livue and Middleton School dis­
tricts will be closed Wednesday 
through Friday. Vallivue schools 
will be closed Monday, Nov. 27 
for inservice. 
► Boise State University. will 

be closed today through Friday. 
Administrative offices will be 
closed Thursday and Friday 
► City, county, state and feder­

al offices will be closed Thurs­
day. The cities of Meridian, Kuna, 
Garden City, Eagle,~ and Nam­
pa will be closed Thursday and 
Friday. 
► ValleyRide city buses will not 

be in operation. 
► Post offices will be closed, 

and only Express Mail will be de-
livered Thursday. . 
► Boise Towne Square mall and 

Boise Outlet Mall are closed 
Thursday 
► All state liquor stores are 

closed Thursday. 
► Most supermarkets are open 

Thursday. The Boise Co-op is · 
closed. 
► Most banks will be closed 

Thursday. Some bank branches 
inside other stores may be open. 
Check with your branch. 
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t o get to the Taylor'ltanch_ F_ ield Research Sta­
tion in the heart of the Frank Church River of 

+ No Return Wtldemess;~can hike or horse-
' back for several days through some of the more 

~ remote and uninhabited country in the continen­
tal United States. 

Or you can spend 35 minutes on a wilderness 
plane ride with Walt Smith. 

The 29-year-old is a pilot for Arnold Aviation 
in Cascade, one of several such companies that 
serve the Frank. Ray and Carol Arnold· started 
Arnold Aviation in 1972. At first, it was a part-time 
gig, but in 1975 they got the "mail call" business 
and went full time. 

The couple chucked their jobs teaching in 
Cascade. Ray took to the skies. Carol took reser­
vations and grocery orders. 

They do it year-round These days, they ftll 35 
to 40 weekly grocery lists in the summer, when 
it's ~y more" busy, and deliver mail and peo­
ple - friends, relatives, campers and hikers -
to about 21 airstrips scattered throughout the 
wilderness. Then there are the hunters. 

"'Last year we took 250 hunters in and out of 
the Frank," Ray says. 

It's a big place, yes, he says, "and it's a lot big­
ger on foot.:" Flying a small plane into the 
wilderness can be daunting. "There's a saying 
about flying: 'It's better to be on the ground 
wishing you were in the air than being in the air 
wishing you were on the ground.'" 

Pilot Smith spirals the circa-1977 single­
engine Cessna 206 ("made a month after I was 
born") down a steep, narrow canyon. 

"' 
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frank churcl1- --·river of r10:return wilderness 

salmon river,:cour1trr 

Today, none of Smith's passerlgen • .tbe; 
"sick sacks" but they find the fliior~ntQ~ 
earplugs useful. It's a loud, short,-and at~-· · 
white-knuckled plane ride. Air currents'.whWJl, 
through canyons, bubble up over mountairis and 
buffet the small plane, which holds a maximum 
of five passengers. Smith deftly maneuvers the 
plane through a dizzying turn. a stomach-lurch­
ing roller-coaster dive, and into a sudden land­
ing. The plane, with nose-down tricycle landing 
gear, bumps to a stop at the end of the remote 
airstrip at the Taylor Ranch research station. 

The 65-acre Taylor Ranch lies between t:Jie 
Middle Fork of the 'Salmon River and Big and 
Monumental creeks, 36 miles from the nearest 
road It was once an outfitter's ranch owned by 

Above: WOif· 82, left. sprints to­
ward freedom mthe Frank 
Church Ri¥4ttbfNo.Aetum 
Wilderness In 1995. (U.S:.flsh 
and Wildlifepfioto)'; 1-ior 

anch, center, Ison the altuvial 
-fan of Pioneer Creek, $Urround­
., t,y.1ie&atmoh flwer~oun­
tains~ .Ru.., Creek Point1$ tot~ 
ight. Jim and Hotly Akensoo~·at 

ri&hirare teachers and canitak~ 
ers of the Taylor Ranch·FWlf 
.StatiOf'I. 

· -~ cres of th 
bewi 
"and 
to 

Jess a'llil.~~ Thet:lfd:it to the ~=:Jdaho·iJ1 l969:a, .Ml,~naJ _ . <~>~facility. Now;~·.,,. ·, sraa;it -a in"' 
tetn ···-~ lu .. iruU'of'l .. ·. . .. ,iJichr;_..._·: P1-ue-,~ .. -, . . . waue 
at'least 19 this year, get to speild. stQDmerS here. 

MEET THE AKENSONS 
Jim and Holly Akenson do multiple jobs as 

managers, research biologists, teachers and 
mentors for students. This is their second stint 
They were here from 1982 to 1991 and returned 
in 1998. They and their students conduct re- . 
search on wolves and bighorn sheep. They doc­
ument bobcat, bear, cougar, fish and 

SEE WONDER ON MAIN 5 



~ the University of ld~bo's ;!,IOr..i«;aJt~ weregrc1ndfatherecl in to the wilderness. "O.unote here is to 
e~ t rather than to impact it, ,. ·sa,Jcaretaker and teacher Holly Akenson. She feeds livestock with hay 

harvested by mule team. 

ters available . ;;.i~1~-;~;,~·· the series online 

today, the ldahoStiteSmanwill 

I 
The ldahl,~ali and Today's Sunday: Meet our panel of ex- Visit idahostatesman.com each 

iallydesigned, art~ uallty 6 sent re~ ,4)hotographers perts. day for expanded coverage. 
h day's Seven ~Of and vidaft~-~e".5around the Today: Frank Church River of 

► See photo galleries and video. e posters, suitab'-it•tr,am- state to qpture_thesights and No Return Wilderness and the 
$9.95 each or $491J6forthe sounds oftMSewh'Wondersof Salmon River. ► Hear sounds and stories. 

n. To order, caltSn.!fi!W$ Idaho as~~·• panel of sev- Tuesday: The second wonder ► Tell us what you think. 

idahostatesman.c:iOm;' · · en expel$·· -! ·t, ·~- revealed. 
~ ~~--~--'/' K Rt 

on today's 6 

Watch Today's 6 at 
1Qp.m. tonjghtfou 
report on t~•s.ittstatl--
ment of the Seven Wort--
dersof ldal'io. 
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rattlesnakes. They watch how 
cougars and wolves interact. 

"It•s like National Geographic in 
Idaho," Jim says. 

"The -wilderness is a wonder." 
echoes Holly. "This place has more 
wildlife than Yellowstone. We see 
(bighorn) rams butting heads -
they make a sound like chopping 
wood." 

Theyve had "bears in the garden. 
cougars in the airstrip," Holly says. 
laughing. "In a sense. our role here 
is to live with the environment. not 
to conquer it." 

"Our mission is understanding. 
describing and sharing with the nat­
ural world. .. Jim says. "Being here is 
somewhat of our life destiny." 

You could say their destiny has 
been forged in fire. The 175.000-acre 
Diamond Point Fire swept over the 
field station in August 2000. and the 
Akensons had to flee 'Iaylor Ranch 
on mulebaclt. "You•re at the mercy 

-it- of nature - yotJ make the wrong 
decision. you die. You make the 
right decision. you live." Holly says. 

With their backwoods forensics. 
the Akensons could star in "W"tlder­
ness CSI." They understand the 
world around them as only wilder­
ness biologists can/I'hey can tell 
how a cougar died from starvation: 
He had lost two of his "toes .. and 
couldn•t kill prey. A coyote. killed by 
a cougar. had been living on bor­
rowed time: "See these puncture 
holes here. and here. by his earr• 
Holly explains. holding the animars 
skull. "He was probably deaf. The 
puncture wounds were healing 
when he got in this last fight." 

A trail at 'Iaylor Ranch follows 
Big Creek. 1t•s the same trail. she 
says. that everyone takes. whether 
traveling on two feet or four. 

"Look. there•s a bear footprint." 
she points out. reading the trail like 
a newspaper. Farther on. she points 
out a natural salt lick. wolf tracks, a 
tree that serves as the wolves• marking 
spot - it's stained a d~llow and 
sports a wolf hair or two. Here is 
where tile elk like to rub off' their vel­
vet - it itdles. Here. the elk and deer 
have nibbled a bush down - that•s be-­
cause it•s close to the trail. easy to 
reach, she ~ys. _ 

At an out~pping of rock. Holly 
asks: "Qm you see the pictographs?" 

THE SHEEPEATERS 
The Tukudika, Sheepeaters. were a 

Lemhi Sh054one Indian band who 

About seven miles downstream, Big Creek meets the Middle Fork of the $almon River and 
enters Impassable Canyon. Big Creek is the largest tributary of the Middle Fork. 

lived along Big Creek for hundreds. 
perhaps thousands of years. in the 
wilderness area. There are signs of 
them everywhere - pictographs. pro­
jectile points. "house pits" - a group 
of round depressions where they 
made their winter homes. weaving 
tents so they could stay by the river. 
close to the bighorn sheep. 

The Sheepeater Indian War of 1879 
drove the Sheepeaters from their 
homes. first to Vancouver. then to Fort 
Hall. "The biggest thing we-re missing 
here is not the clear pristine water or 
the trail-less vistas - it•s the indige-

nous people." fun says. 
As an Army private said at the end 

of that campaign, "So ends the never­
to-be-forgotten campaign of 1879. A 
number of animals made useless and 
men badly used up." 

'COUGAll DAVE' 
'Iaylor Ranch is served by no utility 

company. To have those kinds of lum­
-~ have to rlg them up yoursel£ 
If something breaks, ,ou fix It, follow-
ing how-to instructions OD the lnter­
net,-if }'OU•re lucky enough- to-have a 
satellite.dish, as the~ do. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2006 MAINS 

Life is pretty prlmithe at 'Iaylor 
Ranch, although there's~ wa­
ter and electricity~ by a hy­
choelectric rig the Mmasom fixed 
up - when it's working. The satel­
lite dish provides wireless Internet 
and brings flDI the History CbaooeL 

Before the 'Dlylors owned the 
ranch. it belonged to •cougar Dave" 
Lewis, who lived from 1844 to 1936. 
He became an outfitter of some 
renown. homesteading on the prop­
erty. He got his oicJmamP. as a 
cougar trapper. His lodge, more 
than 100 ~ old. is still standing. 

Lewis, who was Jmown as a 
crotchety old nwi. atiso bad.a 

lesser-known tender side. Jim says. In 
the lodge, he kept a secret picture of 
the woman 'Who bad spurned his mar­
riage proposal The picture was dis­
covered, flDl says, facing the wall, in a 
locked room fDled with cobwebs. 

IN PURSUIT OF SOLITUDE 
Jesse Davis is 22. He's a graduate of 

U of I with a major in fisheries and a 
minor in wildlife. 

Like the Akensons, Davis communi­
cates with the outside via e-mail, but 
it's a dicey connection. With spotty 

Tukudika-the 
Sheepeaters-are 
the earliest resi­
den1S, leaving be­
hind hints of their 
lives in obsidian 
flakes. depressions 
that were their 
homes, markings on 
rocks. Historians hy­
pothesize these pic­
tographs symbolize a 
burial. 

wireless coverap, he sometimes chats 
with his girlfriend. laptop perched on 
the edge of his bathroom sink. that 
evmiJIKs hot spot. 

Davis doesn't mind tbe isolation. "I 
think a lot of people w,hoc:ome out 
here lite the ~litude. You Id a plane 
that flies over once in a whDe, IQ({ you 
kind of get re,nhvted 9f tbe outside." 

Davis is nearing the md.ofhisHC­
ond stay at 'Iaylor RaDcb. Lut ,-r. he 
stayed through a grant be'd written to 
study cutthroat trout. This ,ear. he's 
doing a stint as assistant men.,. 

His studies last year .imohed eum­
ining the diet of cutthroats. He did 

♦ 

most of his research at night. Donning 
snorkeling gear. he jumped into Big 
Creek, caught live cutduoats. pumped 
their stomachs for content, document- ' 
ed the 'results, then released them 
back into the river. · 

"Living out here - it's like a story of 
the past." Davis says. "Not even many 
of our relatives have bad the opportu­
nity to do this. For our generation. it's 
more lite stories. n 

To offer story ideas or comments, contact 
reporter Jeanne Huff atjmhuffO 
idahostatesman.comor377-6483. 
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Most bunions are treatable without surgery, however; If your 
bunion has p'°'ressed to the point where you have difficulty 
walking, or experience pain despite accommodative shoes, 
you may need surgery. 

f' . 

LIit the phplclan1 at Iha Walking CenlW halp. 

208.343.8907 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CALDWELL 

Albertson students will stage 
'Life and Limb' this week 

The Albertson College of Idaho theater de­
partment will perform the dark comedy "Life and 
Limb" by Keith Reddin this week. 

Performances are set for 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
through Sunday with a matinee at 2 p.m. Sunday 
in th~ Langroise Studio Theatre. 

The play is recommended for mature audiences. 
Tickets are $10 for adults, $7 for seniors and 

students at schools other than Albertson students. 
It is free for Albertson students, faculty and staff. 
'ff> purchase tickets, call 459-5426. 

NAMPA . 
NNU will present homecoming 

concert Thursday 
+ Northwest Nazarene University's music de­

partment will present its annual homecoming 
cpncert at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in Swayne Audito­
rium in the Brandt Center. 

The concert, "Just Beautiful Music,'' will in­
,ude a wide variety of choral, instrumental, and 

piano music. Ticket prices are $7 for adults, $5 
for children, students and• seniors. To purchase 
tickets, call 467-8841 or get them at the door. 

MERIDIAN 

City encourages teens to apply 
for youth council 

Meridian teens, ages 14 to 18, are encouraged 
apply for the Mayor's Youth Advisory Coun­
which meets twice a month and discusses a 

vwiety of issues that impact youth. 
1The council includes students who live in 

ridian and who attend Meridian schools or 
~o are home-schooled They serve on city com­
dssions, involve themselves in city projects, and 
plan and implement,service projects within the 
community. · 

If you're a teen who'd like to learn more about 
city government and leadership,or just make a pos­
itive impact in your community. consider joining. 
Application forms ate available at Meridian City 
Hall, or call Bud }:lenthom at 884-2468, Ext ~-

, BOISE 
~ '-"\ 

igh schoof students can enter 
oratorical contest 

oise American Legion Post 136 will hold the 
local American Legion Oratorical Contest at 9 
a.rp. Dec.16 at 1\inity Presbyterian Church; 4601 
S. ~urprise Way. 

The contest is open to high school students 
who give one eight- to IO-minute prepared speech 
aI\d one three- to five-minute assigned topic 
speech on the Constitution of the United States. 

Students from-public, private, parochial or home 
schools who are interested in these scholarship fun1..I_ - _I -- I ..111~1- • I" ... • 

al.:::, 
t>Uth. s1a.ot 

OWDed 
na.atio· 
de1ltia1 
Happy··· U)S C 
owned 
eastside~, of-·~ '~•~1,. 

at the 
►·Ann 

acres at 
Bauer. 
► Deve 
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has a first-place award of $18,000. The national 
ci)ntest is in Indianapolis, Ind., in April. 

SOMEBODY NEEDS YOU 
► The Coalition for Economic Improvement~ 

seeking volunteer preparers, greeters and trans­
lators for its free tax preparation centers. 1rain­
~ provided. Contact Vicky Wonocott at 387-
2829, Ext. 340. 
► Giraffe Laugh Early Learning Centers, a pri­

vate, nonpfOfit organization dedicatesf to strength­
ening young families by providing 9uality, af­
f.-dable child care and parent educatton to fam-

s of all incomes, needs indivlduals and groups 
.. adopt families for the holidffs. Call Lori Fas­

cllla at 424-3387. 
► The Salvation Army ls seeklngvohmteers for 

bill ringing during the holiday season.Call Christi­
na Messina at 383-4231. 

The Meals On Wheels Program needs vol­
,teers to deliver meals to homebound elderly 

•~ Boise.As the holidays approach, fill-:in drivers 
be needed to replace regulars who may be 

on vacation. Each route takes about .-n hour to 
complete. Call Cheryl Johnson at 327-8.iSZ . 
► Koigbts CJf Columbus; Counidll2854 ut,lk>ise 
looldnl for donations of used medltal,•P­
int' ana· associated appliances that members 

m repur and recycle. The refurbisbpd k.enfJ­
·e~ from walkers, canes and wheelcbp:s 
crutches, shower seats and even a coupl@' of 

,ital beds - are made available free to any­
fn-need. Call n• Anderson at 888-3782 or 
Del.eonard at 362-3710. 

► CASA volunteers are needed to advocate for 

abused and neglected children during court pro­
ceedings to ensure that decisions are made. in 
their best interests. Call 345-334S, Ext. 120. 
► Volunteers are needed to help with upkeep 

and improvements at the Patient Garden at the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Van drivers are 
also needed for the patient transportation program 
to drive veterans to and from medical appoint­
ments. Contact Sharon Clark, volunteer program · 
manager, at 422-ll76. 
► Ronald McDonald House, providing hous­

ing for families with children inlocal hospitals, 
needs pull tabs, aluminum can:s, expired license 
plates and retired cell phones for funckaising. 
Drop at 101 Warm Springs Ave., Boise, or call Mary 
at 376-7620. 

For more volunteer oppqrtunities, visit www.united­
waytv.o,wvolun~eer. To submit items for Somebody 
Needs You, use the on line form at 
www.unit,dwaytv.org/snyrequest or call Neva Geisler 
at336-1070, Ext. 122. 

TODAY'S TRAFFIC 
NAMPA 

► Natlpl-Caklwell Bouleltard at ~ ROid 
remains one lane in each direction near the in-, 
tmedionduetowoiton tbeKatdlerlnteubmje. 
► North Midland between Kadlilr Road lllcl Tru­
san Valley~ remains closed undl 2<X11 
ai part of the·wodcfor the Karcher Interchange. 

BOISE 
► Emerald Street west of Curtis Road has lane 

restrictions through Wednesday to abandon gas 
service. 
► Cole Road north of Fairview Ave. has lane re-

strictions through Wednesday for utility work. 
► Franklin Road at Allumbaugh Street has lane 

restrictions=·. Nov. 2S for signal work. · 
► Ada St.· n 4th and 5th streets has lane 

restrictions · Nov.11 for sewer work. 
► Ustick Road west of Cole Road has lane re­

strictions through Dec. 1 for road work. 
► Main Street at 3rd Street has lane restric­

tions through Dec. 3 for traffic signal installation. 
► -Myrtle Stieet between 8th and 10th streets 

has lane restrictions through March 6 for build­
. ing ren()Vlltion and sidewalk work. 

MERIDIAN 
► Fairview Avenue at E. 3rd Street has lane re­

strictions through Tuesday for Intermountain Gas 
service. 
► Pine Ave. west of Cloverdale Road has lane 

restrictions through Wednesday for drain instal­
lation. 
. ► Ustick Road west of Eagle Road at Troxel Way 

has lane restrictions through Dec. I for road work. 
► £aele Road north of Lake Hazel Road has lane 

restrictioJ)S through Dec. 4 for a water main in­
stallatioa 
► Ustick ROid between Linder Road and Yen­

al)le .Lane has lane restrictions through Dec. 16 
for utility wo~ 

EAGLE 
► ~ Feilther Road west of Meridian Road 

has ~e i-estrictions through Wednesday fOT 
trench work. . . 
► £acte·Road north of Floating Feather Road has 

lane restrictions through Nov. 28 for for utility 
work. 

Horseshoe Bend Road north of Hill Road has 
lane restdctions through Dec. lS for bike path 
construction. 

FIND OUT MORE 
► Idaho Road Report: For construction-related road 
conditions, call (888) IDA-ROAD (432-7623) or 
www.itd.idaho.gov and click on "Traveler Services." 

► Idaho Transportation: For updates on roaekondi­
tions, emergency cloSOres and tourist information 
around Idaho, call 51 for visit 511.idaho.gov 

► Ada CountyH ighway District: For.live traffic up­
dates, gotowww.achd.ada.id.usand click on anyone 
of 51 traffic cameras placed around the Treasure Val­
ley to see a real-time photograph of the traffic scene. 
Or call ACHDat387-6100. 

It's the 11off season" for allergies and 

now 1s the best time 
for a.free screening! 

------------------------·™ 
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Elk ranchers worry Augustesc 
Banning an industry that brings $20 million to state economy 

would be an overreaction, industry group says 
THE ASSOCIAT£0 PRESS 

REXBURG- Whenl60 domestic elk 
busted loose-from an eastern Idaho 
shooter-bull operation in August. Gov. 
Jim Risch issued a shoot-to-kill order on 
the animals 

Now, the state's nearly 80 owners of 
domestic elk ranches fear negative pub­
licity from that incident will cause the 
2CX1/ ldabb LegislatUle to put out a shoot-

to-kill order on their livelihoods - by 
banning the industry on fear that future 
big-game breakouts will spread disease 
and genetic impurities to wild herds near 
Yellowstone National Park. 

Lawmakers who oppose such ranch­
es are counting on momentum from the 
summer elk crisis to win support for 
plans to follow neighboring Montana 
and Wyoming in banning the operations. 
Elk ranchers, meanwhile, say that would 

be an OTerreaction that would 
snuff out a growing industry that 
brings m:$20 million a year to 
the state eeonomy. . 
_ "We, as an industry, did noth­

ing wrong"' Cataldo elk.rancher 
Gary Qµeen, wbobeadsthe Ida­
ho Elk Breeders A-ssoclado11, told 
the Idaho Falls~ ~er. "In 
fact, we've gone the extra mile 
to make sure we've done ev1 
right" 

AroundAug.14, d07.eDS of the 
beasts stormed from Rex Ramn).e' 
fenced-in CbiefJoaeph bunting p: 

MAIN7 

be ets 

ice - once for all1 
a man, and again for interfering 

,fticers t;rying to remove an elk ~d 
iustshot . 

But while Rarnmell bas won lots of m;• 
ention, Qpeen's elk ranching-group 

points out that n1 
imals that were~• 
eases including~ 
cause infected cows 
and chronic was· 
away the animals'" 

of his escaped an­
had fearecl 
.osis, which cao 

rttheircalvec 
e, which eats 

~e results wer.edt 
You can test any e~in 
get the same results,J,:lllit.4 _ 
suspects Risch and ther._X)epartment 
ofFishand Game haveused·tbeRammeU 
incident to demonize the~ to try 
to maintain their ~ mo­
nopoly and to distract fnmlililr • rs now 
tri~ into the state's wild., 

+ For Alaskans, it's not just about turkey,◄n Thanksgiving Oregonl~ + 

to fix schOOI 
Whale, caribou stew, 

moose roast and seal oil 
also find spot on table 

BY RACHEL D'ORO 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
David Smith was newly arrived 
to the North Slope village of Nuiq­
sut when the former upstate New 
Yorker cooked up a couple of 
turkeys and vat of chili for the Es­
kimo community'~ annual 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

He was completely unprepared 
for another dish on the menu last 
year: Hundreds of pounds of 
gleaming red whale meat 

"I thought we were going to 
have a feast I never assumed it 
would be a feast of whale meat," 
said Smith, 76, the village's city 
administrator who is originally 
from Fillmore, N.Y. With four 
bowhead whales landed this year, 
he can only imagine what Thurs­
day has in store for people gath­
ering at the vilJ,age school 

"It's going to be a huge cele­
bration," he said 

The same could be said for oth­
er Thanksgiving festivities 
planned in Alaska native villages 
around the state. For many the 

holiday is a welcome boost in the 
dark, frozen season, which has 
plunged Nuiqsut to lows of2S de­
grees below zero. 

'Iables at public and private din­
ners will be set with store-bought 
turkey and all the trimmings 
alongside delicaies made from 
subsistence foods like caribou 
~ moose roast and seal oil. For 
dessert, there might be frybread 
or akutaq, whipped fat mmd with 
sugar and berries_ and soinetimes 
greens or fish. Even in urban ar­
eas, natives might P.ther in groups 
to observe the holiday with West­
ern and native fare. 

Nuiqsut's gathering always in­
cludes a sprinkling of non-natives 
like Smith: teachers, government 
workers, North Slope oil crews. 
Former mayor Leonard Lampe en­
joys the wide-eyed reaction from 
first-timers witnessing the whale 
feast 

"They're~ very curious," 
he said. "They're always asking 
questions, like, 'What part is this 
that you are eating? Is that normal 
to dip it in steak sauce like that?'" 

In Nuiqsut each bowhead 
caught is divided into thirds, to 
be distributed at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas celebrations, as 
well as a traditional blanket toss 
in June. F.ach event gives residents 
and visitors a chance to sample 

the bowhead, a species that caii 
measure SO feet or more and 
weigh up to 100 tons. Edible parts 
include the meat, tongue and 
muktuk, the blubber aad--skin. 

Whaling crews and other resi­
dents.of the Inupiat Eskimo com­
munity have spent weeks cutting 
up portions for the ~giving 
feast, the first round in the whale­
sharing cycle. As with the other 

events, it is a time to reflect on 
the bounty· bl:ought by the bow­
head to the community of 400, 
said Lampe, 39, who has lived in 
the village most of his life. 

"It's about respecting nature," 
he said. "It's reminding people and 
crews that we live in a unique land 
and for a creature this size to give 
itself to the community is a real 
honor." 

Wyomim! democratic official savs Dean 

Norma Thomas, 
85, picks up a 
piece of wl.lale 
blubber8atur­
day during an 
early Alaska na­
tive Thanksgiv­
ing dinner by the 
Anchorage 
Friends Church 
inAnchorag~. 
Alaska. Many 
tables will be set 
with turkey and 
allthetrimrhings 
in Alaska; but 
alongside will be 
delicacies such 
as whale meat, 
caribou stew, 
moose roast and 
seal oil. 
Al Grillo 
The Associated 
Press 

Whale can be cooked but it is 
eaten frozen and raw - never 
thawed - at the Nuiqsut feast. 
With literally tons of meat avail­
able, people will get at least 100 
pounds of it to take home. Other 
Tbanksgiving dishes will include 
the familiar turkey and mashed 
potatoes as well as local favorites 
like muktuk salad and teriyaki 
caribou. 

... - ., 

funding 
problems 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BEAVERTON, Ore. - Ore­
gon could be poised to follow 
California and Washington', 
lead, by setting aside signifi­
cant state money for school 
construction and allowing dis­
tricts to levy developer fees. 

Under the state's current sys­
tem, school operating costs are 
paid for out of a common pot 
of money. But the costs of 
building or renovating schools 
are left entirely to local prop­
erty ·taxpayers. It's especially 
tougb. for fast-growing districts 
and those with aging buildings. 

A legislative work group bas 
been trying to hammer out a 
solution to an issue that's come 
up before in the 1egisJature, and 
never gotten anywhere. 

The K-12 capital comtruction 
work group is h~d by state 
Democratic Rep. Dave Hunt 
and new House majority leader 
Rep. Chuck Burley, R-Bend 

"I think there's philosophi­
cal agreement that schools 
shouldberecognjzedaspaJ;tof_ 
the infrastructure, just as we do 
parks, water, sewer and roads," 
Burley told The Oregonian. 

The group may recommend 
amending_ the constitution to 
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chairmen who elected hlni _ _ _ _ _ shot po11U-
TETON Vll.LAGE, Wyo.- Democrat­

ic Party luminaries back East who think it 
was a waste of money to beef up local or­
ganizations in places like Montana and 
Wyoming don't understand the gains the 
party can make in the West, state party di­
rectors said 

"We have been able to build our 
party around the state by creating 
Democratic organizations in every 
county in the state, for the first time 
in anyone's living memory," said flDl 
Farrell. executive director of the 
Montana Democratic Party. 

neled more money to state orga­
ni7.ations. which used it to hire full­
time organizers aiid other staff to 
help organize DeJDocrats and take 
their message to neighborhoods 
Democrats had forgotten about. 

Howard 
Dean 

But some high-profile Democ­
rats, led by Clinton strategist James Carville, 
attacked Dean - even in the wake of big 
election wins for Democrats. They argue 
more could have been done. 

calconsultants w:ho have completely lost 
touch with the grass roots and fail to see 
its importance." he said "We know how 
hard we have to fight to elect Democrats 
in a state that might be red We know we 
can only win by strengthening our grass. 
roots." Mike Gierau. the Wyoming Demo­
cratic Party chairman. said his party used 
money from the DNC to hire positions it 
never had before to employ a strategy that 
he says kept ;Republicans on the defensive. 

The state party chairmen are firm be­
lievers in the 50-state strategy employed 
by Democratic National Committee Chair­
man Howard Dean. who took bis victory 

IDAHO 

''In Washington, some people might tend 
to ignore Montana because it is so fre­
quently considered a red state. but Chair­
man Dean and bis SO-state strategy does-

-- - - ---------- --

Group hopes road 
project will be moved 

ing and photographs them. The 
pictures are then posted on a Web 
site. TAKE YOUR LOVE IN A DIFFERENT DIRECTION. 

SANDPOINT-Opponents of 
a planned $92 million highway di­
version. who have been hoping 
an archaeological dig at the site 
could derail the project. now con­
cede that discoveries like four hu­
man skeletons are historically fils­
dnating but not enough to con­
vince officials to move the pro-
ject elsewhere. · . 

Six months of digging at' the 
original site on the shores ofl.ake 
Pend Oreille have ended for the 
season. though archaeologists 
plan to return next spring. 

Opponents are still holding out 
hope that a hearing today could 
throw a monkey wrench into the 
highway diversion. 

UTAH 
Gov. Romney leads 
in presidential poll 
SALT LAKE Cl'IY -The 2008 

presidential race hasn't even of­
ficially begun. but a new poll 
shows Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney is the favored candidate 
among Utah voters. 

About 44 percent of Utahns 
surveyed said they would vote for 
Romney if a presidential race 
were held now, the Deseret Morn­
ing News said in a copyright sto­
ry Sunday. 

Sen. John McCain R-Arizona 
was second at IS percent. ac­
cording to the poll of 416 regis­
tered voters conducted for the 
newspaper Nov. 14-16 by Dan 
Jones & Associates. 

Father starts Dads 
Against Drug Dealers 

PROVO - Lance Meriill. 53, 
recently lost his 19-year-old 
daughter to a heroin overdose. 
Now he's founded Dads Against 
Drug Dealers to strike back at 
those who peddle illegal drugs. 

The group gathers information 
about people suspected of deal-

Rewards of $500 are offered to 
anyone providing information 
leading to an arrest. 

CALIFORNIA 
Turkey population 
triples in-Monterey 
MONTEREY -W'tld turkeys 

are flourishing throughout ~en­
tral California. from the bustling 
streets of Carmel to remote hilc­
ing trails in the Santa Lucia MQUD-. 
tains. 

One local birder estimated that 
the population in Monterey 
County has roughly tripled since 
1990 to about 3,000. 

Some say the birds are prolif­
erating too quickly. eating flow­
ers and leaving droppings on dri­
veways and sidewalks. 

Others say the birds are wel­
come - particularly around 
Thanksgiving. Turkey hunting 
season opened last weekend in 
designated areas. 

Statesman wire services 

2 HOURS 
NORTH - --------------

A ne~ast ~~de 
wnn you l•,tnlnd 
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proposed trulD8f!S Ul'OOUDie­
majority rules. As it' stands. 
property tax m~ures need 
both a yes vote and SO percent 
voter turnout to pass in every 
election but Nev.eQll>er of 
even-numbered yea,:s! 

The group is leaning toward 
recommending to eliminate the 
double-majority requirement 
in all May and November elec­
tions. 
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Cancer survivor helps kids forget disease 
Rob Cronin made a deal with 

God he isn't going to break. On 
the day he was diagnosed with 
cancer, he promised that if he 
lived he'd make a positive dif­
ference in this world. 

That was nine years ago. 
Since then, the 39-year-old Hai­
ley resident has spent thou­
sands of hours and thousands 
of dollars to help cancer-striclc­
en children celebrate life. 

"Each minute I spend with 
these kids gives true meaning 
to the reason I am still alive," 
Cronin said. 

+ Cronin and his wife, Kris, 
have spent the last seven years 
devoted to Camp Rainbow 
Gold, a free weeldong summer 
camp near Ketchum for chil­
dren with cancer. The event is 
sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society and has been 
providing a camping experi­
ence to about 75 kids every Au­
gust for 23 years. . 

The camp has made tremen­
dous progress since the 
Cronins got involved. They've 
increased awareness within the 
Wood River community, which 
has sweetened the donation pot 
by millions. In one night, the 
Cronins' community dinner 
and auction raised more than 
$500,000. It has become a sell­
out event. 

"I've never had volunteers 
like them," said Meg Omel, the 
American Cancer Society's 
camp manager. "They are for­
ever buying things and spread­
ing the word about our needs. 
But more important than that is 
their attitude. Rob's love of life 
is contagious." 

After Rob was diagnosed 
with tongue cancer, part of his 
tongue and lymph node were 
removed in an emergency 
surgery. He spent 10 days in iso­
lation enduring intense radia­
tion treatments. He has an 
enormous scar from ear to ear 
and has a noticeable slur when 
he talks. 

He knows exactly what kids 
with ~ancer are going through, 

and they like that about him. 
They can compare scars. 

"He becomes their friend, 
mentor, brother and jungle 
gym," said Kris about her hus­
band. "He makes it a joyous 
place, a celebration." 

Some kids at the camp will 
survive their cancer, while oth­
ers are preparing for the end of 
their lives. All battle a disease 
that comes with constant pain 
~ daily medication. Cancer 
changes their lives. 

So for at least one week of 
the year, Rob makes them leave 
their worries on the bus -
.have fun being a kid, he insists. 

"I realized from the begin­
ning all I could do is give them 
the best week of my life," Rob 
said. 

He keeps his emotions posi­
tive, an amazing accomplish­
ment under some of the cir­
cumstances, said Kris. 

"It is particularly hard to say 
goodbye to a kid you won't see 
the following year," said Rob, 
who keeps in touch with most 
of the children and their par­
ents throughout the year. They 
have made countless trips to 
hospitals. 

Rob is a successful Realtor in 
Sun Valley, and the Cronins are 
part-owners in two Hailey 
restaurants. They exercise 
every day, and spend their free 
time outdoors snowmobiling, 
snowboarding, skiing or travel­
ing. 

They fmd time every day to 
work toward making their char­
ity better. Rob says camp is a 
business all year, except for one 
week when nothing else in the 
world matters except the kids. 

"Fifty-one weeks a year I 
think about dying. Camp is the 
one week I think about living," 
said ll-year-old Alan Jones, who 
was diagnosed with a brain tu­
mor in 2003 and has been to 
Camp Rainbow Gold for three 
years. 

"This camp is a huge, huge, 
huge part of our life," Kris said. 
"We work very hard and we're 

co11r1pa 
c-lbHlld 

Send me 
your idea 

Do you know someone who has 
shown unusual courage by 
speaking out when itwasn't 
the popular thing to do? 

Or do you know someone who 
shows incredible commitment 
to something? 

Share your ideas. I can be 
reached-at jswindellOldaho 
statesman.com or by calling 
377-6432. 

very creative with our time. 
"We'd love to be in a position 

some day to devote all of our 
time to these kids." 

Boise doctor Dave McClusky 
founded Camp Rainbow Gold 
23 years ago. The Cronins are 
helping to see the vision 
through to bigger and better 
things. They want more ~ps, 
more lanqP»f facilities, more 
help for parents and college 
scholarships for cancer sur­
vivors. 

"rm pumped up to d.o.l»ore." 
said Cronin. '1've been blessed 
with everything. I am paying it 
forward." 

Photo courtasy of Camp Rainbow Goljl 
RobCronlnmadeapromlsethatifhesurvivedcancerhewouldhelpchildrenfightingthesamedisease.Herehe 
poses with kids at camp Rainbow Gold, a weeklongsummer camp near Ketchum for children with cancer.•He has 
giventhousandsofvolunteerhourstosupportthiscamp, includingfundraising millionsofdollarsintheWood 
River Valley. 
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LEffER TO THE· EDITOR 
God only knows 

Do you sense it? A "moral and spiritual 
darkness" has descended on the city of 
Boise since we "turned our bacb on 
God," by rejecting a plot to have city gov­
ernment endorse one sectarian religion 
to the exclusion of all others. 

Yikes. I guess (former) Pastor Bryan 
FJSCber knows something the rest of us 
don't Ours is an angry, vengeful God that 
is very geograpb1cally part:lcular. Yes, 
God has removed his protection over 
Boise because we have not only moved a 
promotional edition of the 'Im Com­
mandments about 1,200 meten, but just 
to seal the deal we also elect.eel 12 (a co-

DOONESBURY GARYTRUDEAU 

incidence?) "secularists" to the State­
house. Sheesh. What were we thinking? 

As Idaho voted to limit marriage to 
one man and one woman, we Boiseans 
damned ourselves to hell, by clinging _to 
that quaint old concept of freedom of re­
ligion for all.by refusing to require the 
city to end.one "our" religion. What were 
we tbtnJrini? 

God only knows. 
What really disturbs me is that my en­

tire life I have been wonhiping and serv­
ing a God that doesn't accept a ·because 
I don't meet Brother Fischer's deftnidon, 
of "conservative." If only I would have 
known. Man, wbat was J thinking? 

Michael J. o.vttt, BolN 

BY ADRIANE WRIGHT 

Like millions of otlter Americans, 
many of my ancestors came to this 
great land seeking a safe, prosper­
ous place.to call home. They fled 
countries that threatened their reli­
gious, political, economic and social 
weU..being, and hoped for a fresh 
start in a faraway land. They settled 
iD, created a home and worked hard 
to provide for their families. Their 
stories resonate with courage, crisis 
and hope. . 

As I consider the stories of con­
temporary immigrants, I cannot 
help but notice the similarities. Peo­
ple throughout the world are still 
drawn to this country in hopes of 
achieving the American dream. 
They yearn for the opportunity to 
provide for their family, to live 
healthy, happy lives, ~d to secure 
the freedoms we sometimes take 
for granted. Unfortunately, contem­
porary imlpigrants continue to face 
the anti-immigrant sentiment his­
torically faced by our ancestors. 

As I read this paper, I read mes­
sages which demand immigrants re­
turn home, stated perhaps without · 
rt;gard to the horrific conditions 
they have fled and the often treach­
erous journeys they take to arrive at 
our land of the free. I read of Eng-
lish-only adv · _ efforts, which 
are requested ~ps without ac-

knowledging the irony that our 
American language is a hodgepodge 
of other languages, or that other 
countries embrace bilingual and 
even trilingual learning for all citi­
zens. Other articles seek to lessen 
or otherwise disenfranchise newly 
arrived persons by inadvertently 
generalizing and characterizing all 
new persons as criminal, unmoti­
vated, unintelligent and lacking 
family or social values. We know 
this is simply untrue - for if it 
were true today, would that ~ 
mean it was once true of our hmni­
grant parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents? 

Reading such views evokes a 
deep sadness for the individuals be­
hind these views who may never 
take the opportunity to learn about 
the beautiful and diverse cultures 
from which we originate. I am con­
cerned these people may have for­
gotten our national legacy of wel­
coming immigrants and promoting 
a message of hope through our 
lovely Lady liberty - "give me 
your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe'free." 

What brings about the greatest 
sadness in this national immigra­
tion debate is the apparent disre­
gard fot Christ's teachings. Christ 
teaches us to unconditionally love 
all people (Matthew. S:43-48), to do 
unto others as we would have done 

MALLARD FILLMORE BRUCETINSLEY 

unto us (Matthew 7:12), to be hos­
pitable (Hebrews 13:2) and to re­
frain ~ partiality (James 2:1). 
One scripture in particuw, shines 
light on the response we ihould 
have to immigration. ~ Matthew 
25:35-36 Jesus states. •Po_t l was hun­
gry and you gave me ·food. I was 
thirsty and you gaw memiuk. a 
stranger and you wel~ me."~ 
sus teaches us to lcmumcondition-· 
ally, to care for all his. ~pie. In this 
national debate on immigration re­
form, let us remember when we 
welcome the stranger jnto our 
midst - the mignult. immigtant, 

and_refupe- we 
welceaae Christ him­
se)( 

~Wright of Boise 
isa~ive advqcate 
intern far the Catholic 
Charltiesof Idaho. 
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WANT YOUR SAY? 

► Maximum length: 200 
words for a letter, 600 words 
for a Reader's View. 
► You must sip your letter or 
Reader's View, and include an 
address and daytime tele­
phone number for verification 
purposes. 
► Letters and Reader's Views 

INIJ61N61 

' 
'~Ne.«. 

reftecttheopinion of the 
writer. The Statesman cannot 
verify the accuracy of state­
ments made in letters or Read­
er's Views. 
► Letters are welcome on al I 
topics, with a few exceptions. 
We will not run libelous letters, 
business complaints, poetry, 

lf!AR! 

" 

letters espousing or attacking 
a religion without reference to 
a current issue, or-letters con­
sidered in poor taste. 
► Reader's Views are selected 
to further explore topics of 
broad public interest. Priority 
is given to rebuttals from sub­
jects of recent Statesman edi-

torials, or writers with unique 
knowledge or expertise on a 
subject. 
► Letters and Reader's Y-aews 
are subject to editing:.._ but 
editingwill not change the 
essence of the writer's opin­
ion. 
► We run one letter per month 

per writer, and one Reader's 
View perthree months. Prefer­
ence is given to in-state 
writers. 
► S•ltletbnonlineat 
ldahoStat~man.com; by 
e-mail at editorlalOidaho 
statesman'.com; by fax at 
(208) 377-6449; or by mail at 

EDITORIAL BOARD 
Ml-Al Parrish 

President and Publisher 
publisherOidahostatesman .com 

Vicki S. Gowler 
'Editor and Vice President 

vgawlerOidahostatesman.com 

Kevin Richert 
Editorial Page Editor 

krichertOidahostatesman.com 

Jennifer Swindell 
Assistant Editorial Page Editor 
jswindellOidahostatesman.com 
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~/P 111 
Letters to the Editor, The Ida­
ho Statesman, P.O. Bmc40, 
Boise, 1D83707. Letters to 
the editor, opinions and ectito,. 
rial columns, and articlessu~ 
mitted to The Idaho States­
man, maybepubllshedordfs.,. 
tributed in print, electronic or 
other forms. 

TomRyder 
Community member 
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Bloomberg wise to dis ' ISS pl dream' 
On Election Day, vot-' 

ers said something 
that might have moved a 
.ess sensible billionaire 
o succumb to the siren 

1ng of those urging 

city under Rudy Giu­
liani - Bloomberg's 
successes include: 

~.to~ say, $500 
1mi1!ion of his money_ on george wi I I 
jan mdependent pres1-
1 dential candidacy. But 

The unemployment 
rate (4J percent) is the 
lowest on record, and 
the city's credit rating is 
at the highest level ever. 
With crime down 20 
percent since 

Bloomberg took office - after 
a~ percent reduction during 
the Giuliani years - the FBI 
rates this as the nation's safest 
large city, which is one reason 
for the sharp increase in appli­
cations to Columbia University 
and New York University. Wel­
fare caseloads, which num­
bered Ll million a decade ago, 
are fewer than 400,000. In 2005, 
the percentage of high school 
students graduating on time 
was the highest since the city 
began keeping that statistic in 
1986. Bloomberg credits his 
crusade against smoking with 
the decline in heart attacks that 
has helped make the life ex­
pectancy of city residents high­
er than that of the rest of the 

~!er lunch-three days later, 
,Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
+Who does not do coyness. dis­
imissed the idea as a "pipe 
~., Sometimes nothing so 
ivalidates a politician's wisdom 
~ his ability to circumscribe, or 
to recognize that circumstances 

+ ~ircumscn1,e, his ambitions. 
'- Bloomberg has demonstrat­
,ed, in both the public and pri­
;vate sectors, what the elec-
:orate cried out for on Election 

1ay: "Competence, please." His 
ibusiness acumen has given him 
fa net worth of $53 billion, mak­
!ing him No. 44 on Forbes maga­
:zme•s list of richest Americans. 
>.After five years as mayor -
which began after eight years of 
fdramatic improvement of the 

, 

Proted voting 
' Regarding Our View, Nov.14: 
" The vote-by-mail ballot cre­
'1ltes an opportunity,for un­
c.scrupulous people to under­
mine our democratic system. 
How? The vote-by-mail ballot 
compromises the democratic 
principle of voter secrecy. The 
vote-by-mail process gives a 
dominating spouse the oppor­
tunity to "help" a partner fill 
out the ballot. Same is true for 
union members 'and church 
members. The vote-by-mail 
ballot also makes possible the 
opportunity for apathetic or 
destitute people to "sell" their 
vote. The vote-by-mail ballot 
allows a voter to "prove" the 
candidate selection of the ballot 
before the ballot is sealed and 
mailed One of the recent U.S. 
Senate races was. lost by less 
than 10,000 votes. If the party 

=in power had the opportunity 
to "buy" 10,000 votes for $10 
each. they ~wd have held that 

provided water, candy and soda 
for their fellow Americans. 
Next year, rll vote with an ab­
sentee ballot. 

Jan Smith, Meridian 

An end to 'robocalls' 
I second the Statesman's call 

for Idaho to vote by mail. 
Here's another benefit Mail 
voting would lessen the effec­
tiveness and thus the frequency 
of 11th-hour negative campaign 
ads, misleading "push polls" 
and endless automated "robo­
calls." 

In the final week of the cam­
paign alone, Bill Sall was 
blessed with more than 
$350,000 worth of shilling and 
sbP.nanigaus paid for by carpet­
bagger groups including the 
National Republican Congres­
sional Committee and the ex .. 
tremist organization Club for 
Growth, which seeks to elimi­
nate Social Security, privatize 
schools and end farm subsidies. 

nation. 
He talks about public policy 

with an agreeable lack of inter­
est in being agreeable. About 
schools' accountability under 
the No Child Left Behind law: 
"It's pass-fail and they dumb 
down the standards." About 
there being no correlation in 
schools between fmanclal in­
puts and cognitive outputs: "It's 
worse than that" - unlike in 
business, government increases 
investments in failures, so there 
is no incentive to do well 
About Republicans' recent mis­
adventures: "The country is not 
as stupid as they think." with 
their grandstandings about flag 
burnings and Terri Schiavo. 
About crime: "Eighty-five per­
cent of all murder victims have 
criminal records." Exaggerating. 
slightly, he adds: "If you're not a 
drug dealer, you won't get mur­
dered" About illegal immigra­
tion: Citizens should have So­
cial Security cards with their 
fingerprints; when employers 
are afraid to hire illegal immi­
grants, the problem will abate. 

Finally: "I - ·aapporter of the 
U.N. - and ofJc,lmBolton." 

Bloomberg was adf'lciently 
serious about a prenlential run 
to ask his lawyers al,out the 
states' ballot access laws. But he 
has decided not to run. He 
probably kn<>WJ that third-party 
candidates who win electoral 
votes usually haye .three attrib­
utes: a burning issue, a vivid 

LETTERS TO THE EDIT8R:ELECTIONS 
l Why couldn't Idaho De­

mocrats even defeat an "idiot?" 
(That must sting a little.) 

2. Why did the Democrats 
win 18 seats nationally by fewer 
than S,000 votes each? 

The answer to both questions 
is the saine and it's not because 
of scandals, the war and cer­
tainly not Democrat ideals. 
Marriage amendments, private 
property and anti-aftlrmative 
action won - all conservative 
ideals. Broad anti-abortion ini­
tiatives only failed by a slim 
margin. Democrats won when 
they campaigned to. tw= right of 
their opponent - which in 
some cases wasn't very diffi­
cult. 

Democrats will either govern 
as the "conservatives" they 
campaigned as, or show their 
true colors as liberals and suf­
fer the consequences in '08 
elections. Either way, conser­
vatism wins, which is what 
,America wants. Do you know 

~ .I - - • - ~ - - _JI ---~ 

personality aJkf. ·. ' · · tickets, and five times served as 
Strom Thurm · . president. 
George Wallace ~ . But. in 2010, Florida may sup-
three and won 39. .. · · plant New York as the nation's 
toral votes, res~·llfl!\. tbhd most populous state. Pur-
1992, Ross Perot (to thermore, it has been 46 years 
put it politely) . , · ·pd since the nation elected a 
the budget deficit._.. _ . ' Northeastem president, John 
ing issue because it~~ Kennedy. Before John Kerry, the 
ed all discontents with , • ,. last Nortbeastemer nominated 
ington. He lacked, h~ · · for presideat was Michael 
regional base, so his 18.9~ "' Duka1ds in ·l988, which was not 
cent of the pop_ular~1,;:_ . ._'!._,. fun. S~tJwe_ } NewYorkers­
earned him no electoral voii. :; Giuliani,~ Clinton and 

Bloomberg would have~-· - Gov. Geoip.Pataki- today 
no regional base, unless • N'tniv -; ,have pffllideatial yearnings of 
York state of mind counts as a widely ditJerent degrees of 
region. This city's inte~ p)ausioility."BkN,,mberg, who 
one of America's most · J1111de his billtolia in data sys-
parochial cohorts, is despon- ·tems, might share ~th those 
dent about the city's, the state's . thtee this~ None of the 
and its own diminished politi- IMt three national ticlrets that 
cal weight. Tune was, the state . included New Yorkers -vice 
was an incubator of presidents: presidential candidates William 
In 1868, New York had a higher Miller (1964), Geraldine Ferraro 
percentage of the nation's elec- 0984) and Jack Kemp (1996) -
toral votes than California has carried the state. 
today, and in the 80-ye~ span 
of 1868-1948, New York.en ap­
peared on more than half of the 
two major parties' presidential 

---
- ~ ~ 

Write George Will, Washington Post 
Writers' Group, 1150 15th St. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20071. 
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pos51'ble to sell votes because 
the seller cannot ""prove" how 
they voted. A secret ballot al­
lows people to agree politically 
at the dinner table yet vote for 
their preferred candidates in 
the privacy of a ballot boo!h, 
protected by observers at the 
local voter precinct · 

Ron Benatson, Meridian 

Vote by mail 
As voters who have voted 

"absentee" for over 10 years 
while living in California, we 
encourage vote-by-mail for.Ida­
ho. It allows more people to 
vote who might have difficulty 
getting to polling places, in­
cluding many seniors who do 

.not have easy transportation. It 
gives people the opportunity to 
vote over a period of time as 
.they learn about the issues and 
those running for offlce. It eas­

.es the number of people ap­
pearing at the polling places 
and gives working people, espe­
cially those with other than 9-S 
work schedules, and those with 
young children, the opportunity 
to cast their votes easily. It is a 
win-win situation for everyone 
(except for those who lose the 
vote). 

Wilma PIie, Meridian 

Absentee ballot 
I am one of the thousands of 

4'0ters who waited in excruciat­
-ingly long lines election night 
to exercise my right to vote. 
Personally, I fmd it criminal 
.that only eight voting booths 

·ere available for Precinct 8. 
irhe people in charge of orga­
bizing these elections must 
have known that eight voting 
booths would not be adequate 
br the fastest growing precinct 
m Idaho. I arrived at 4:30, think­
big I would avoid the after­
work rush. I waited for two 
hours and 37 minutes to cast 
my vote. As I left, the line had 
taken a turn out the door and 
around the building. From what 
I understand, those people 
waited for more than three 
liours. 

I saw several people give up 
and leave when they realized 
how long the process was going 
to take. The fact that all of the 
-people who wanted to vote 
couldn't vote is wrong. My hat's 
off to all of those people that 
waited in that line. Especially 
the pregnant ladies, and parents 
with several young children. 

-Also, thank you to the kind peo-
-pie who ordered pizzas and 

slime that helped secure Sali's 
49.94 percent victory. 

Working folks who can least 
afford to wait three or four 
hours to vote are the ones who 
most need to have· their voices 
heard. I was brought up to love 
the ritual of voting in person, 
but it's time for a change that 
will better ensure that all 
Americans get their say. And 
heck, if we can start voting by 
mail, maybe we can even get 
rid of the antiquated Electoral 
College. 

Keith Hoene, Garden Valley 

Any nut can win 
With the election of Bill Sali, 

Idaho has proven once again 
any nut will be elected as long 
as they are Republican. 

Red may be my favorite color, 
but this is getting embarrassing. 

I can just imagine Sa1i on na­
tional news telling the entire 
U.S. public how women get 
breast cancer. 

Idaho, what hav~ ~u done? 
Leslfi li'i-lriatr, Boise 

Julie Fanselow, Bolll p I ., h. 
e os1 s on er way 

Monument vote 1n his campaign ac1s, Bill Sall 
In your wrapup of the elec- claimed that voting for Larry 

tion results, the article about Grant would ensure that.Nancy 
the Ten Commandments mea- Pelosi became speaker of the 
sure says. "With 103 of 104 U.S. House of Representatives. 
precincts reporting, Boise vot- So, I voted for Larry Grant 
ers made a statement at the and sure enough Nancy Pelosi 
polls that religious monuments is on her way to becoming 
don't belong on public proper- speaker of the House. 
ty." Thanks for the insight, Billy. 

I beg to differ. Gary Bennett, Emmett 
First of all, the measure lost · , d? 

by a S2 percent to 47 percent Who S, uneducate ■ 
margin- hardly a mandate. Hello Idaho ~ it seems that 

Second, the measure was ask- we are not worthy enough to 
ing Boise voters if the monu- live among the liberals in our 
ment should be returned to the great state. We are uneducated, 
park, not whether it belonged closed-minded, we should bow 
there. rm confident if the vote - at the feet of those who know 
had been taken before the 111Qn- more about what we need than 
ument was relocated in the first we do. 
place, a sizable majority would I thought that the liberals 
have voted to leave it be. I were about live and let live. 
know I would have. It was our Freedom of speech, the right to 
spineless mayor and council vote any way we please. 
members, who kowtowed to If we are as stupid as the let-
"Pastor" Fred Phelps and ter writers in the Nov. 12 edi-
moved it off public property. tion say we are, is that not our 
(Unlike Nampa and Caldwell, God-given right? Can I use the 
who told Phelps to take a hike, word God? I don't know, your 
and where the monuments re- side of the fence has that all 
main quietly in their original screwed up, too. 
spots, not doing anybody any I'm not even a Republican, 
harm.) I'm an independent. rm smart 

I didn't vote on that particu- enough to know both parties 
lar measure. I figured the ~- stink. I just believe yours stinks 
age was done, and to continue a little more. 
our petty bickering would make We are stuck with Bush be-
Satan smile rather than God. cause you gave us Kerry. Now 
It's better to close that sad who's uneducated? 
chapter of Boise's history. The Vito Rosati, Kuna 
only winners were Satan and 
his errand boy, Fred Phelps. 

Steve Hulme, Boise 

Conservatism wins 
Throw the bums out. I have 

been so tired of record eco­
nomic growth, record low un­
employment, 33 percent drop in 
gas prices, record stock market 
levels, $3,000 tax break for mid­
dle-class households with kids. 
Whew, am I glad that's over. 

Here are two questions to an­
swer: 

Durst is good news 
Congratulations to District 18 

for electing Branden Durst to 
the Idaho Legislature. I 
watched as many progressive 
views lost at the Idaho polls 
Nov. 7 - but Durst's sound and 
strategic defeat of Field was a 
bright spot. Personally, for me, 
it is the best news of the entire 
election. 

Debbie Field was no longer 
an effective advocate for her 

lence 11iacceptable. 
faced off in the House Judiciary 
Committee over the definition 
of hate when I testified in front 
of her committee. 

I watched her strut around 
the Statehouse - considering 
her political future untouch­
able. 

I watched her use unfounded 
fear df'py marriage to divide 
legislators and I knew that 
eventually her district would 
say enough is enough. 

Perhaps now the 18th District 
·will fmd.out what it is like to be 
represented by someone who 
focuses on their constituency. 
C~ons Representa­

tive-elett Durst, you are going. 
to be .-c; good for the Idaho Leg­
islature. · 

Enjoy your retirement from 
politics, Debbie - perhaps 
Rick Santorum can join you for 
a game of golt: 

labMcDlannld, San Francisco 

Libertarian votes 
To the' SSO of you who voted 

for h"berty and freedom, I thank 
you for your support. The fact 
that~ votes were more than 
three times the difference be­
tween~ same two old alter­
natives was most gratifying. At 
the very least, they might have 
played a role in un!l!Hting the 
incumbent. 

The main teason I chose to 
run for House Seat District IBA 
in this year's election was to 
provide an alternative to the 
same old tired perspectives that 
always lead to the same old 
tired results: more government, 
constant calls for more money, 
more programs with question­
able results, and more laws of 
dubious if not negative value to 
most Idahoans. 

The-second reason I ran was 
to market liberty and freedom. 
Though liberty and freedom 

, --,~ t" . .:. .. ~.· .... , .-.. ,, ~ . ·;.• 
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mappear­
ance after an election. They so 
infrequently emerge in the 
course of lawmakb1g, that they 
will possibly soon be placed on 
the endangered species list of 
valued ideas. 

The formula to keep them 
alive is simple: more liberty and 
freeaom - less government. 

Thanks again for your sup­
port. 

James Oyler, Ubertarlan, Boise 

Women leaders 
In his excellent column on 

Idaho's loss of woman leaders, 
Dan Popkey fails to mention 
the loss of a woman in the po­
sition of superintendent of 
public schools. I know Dan 
was concentrating on losses in 
the state Legislature, but I 
wish he had mentioned the 
loss of Marilyn Howard due to 
retirement and the failure of 
Idaho voters to elect a woman 
replacement in the person of 
Jana Jones. Jones, who holds a 
doctoral degree in education, 
serves as Howard's deputy and 
knows the ins and outs of Ida­
ho's complex education orga­
nizations. She also has exten­
sive classroom teaching expe­
rience. The superintendent­
elect, Tom Luna, has none of 
these qualifications. In addi­
tion, I would venture to say 
from listening to him speak, he 
also has little of the under­
standing and compassion for 
Idaho's children and youth that 
Dr. Jones has. 

The loss to Idaho of Marilyn 
Howard and the loss of the op­
portunity to have an eminently 
qualified woman continue in 
the position of superintendent 
is a great loss indeed. Perhaps 
Mr. Luna will not disappoint us 
in the position. Let us hope not. 

Raaer Manwarl111, Garden Valley 
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Much is said about ldaho val­ues, and I was never quite sure 
just what these values w.ere. 

We voters have made the an­
swer clear. We elected a gover­
nor who was a congressman in 
Washington, D.C., for the last 
six years, who listed "rancher" 
in the employment section of 
his brochure, broke the "wet­
lands" federal laws three times 
in 10 years, was arrested on a 
drunken-driving charge while 
lieutenant governor and won a 
barroom tight pants contest in 
his40s. 

Our temporary governor, re­
elected lieutenant'gOvernor, is a 
practicing attorney and long• 
time politician who also alleges 
to be a rancher. Our new con­
troller is a glowing example of 
success as a high school 
dropout, with Iii $85,000-per­
year job that requires a strong 
educational background and 
business experience. As a for­
mer lt"gislat.or, she was selected 
over a highly qualified individ­
ual, proof that you don't need 
an education to succeed in poli­
tics. 

We now know that Idaho val­
u-;s are rancbirag. breaking laws 
repeatedly to increase land val­
ues, drunken driving. frivolities 
and a poor education. It can't 
get any better than tbat. 

Raymond E. Bowden, Emmett 

Republican sweep? 
It wasn't too smart of Idaho 

voters to send Bill Sall to a De­
mocratically controlled Con­
gress, was it? He wasn't the best 
candidate to begin with, and 
now won't be able to do any­
thing for Idaho. The best he'll 
be able to do is get a spot on 
the Janitorial Committee. 

Tom Nap, Eaale 

~ --
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Thank you all for a fruitful year. 
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SALE 39.99 
C. Purm•fleece hoodies. Reg. $45. 

40%OFF 
D. Kids fleece and outenvearfrom 1 Madison, 
Protection System, UNIONBAY• and more. 
Reg. $-10-$11 S, sale $24-$69. 

40%-50° 
COATS 
A. Entire stock coats for her 
(except Collections). 
Reg. $182-$429, 
sale 109.20-257 AO. 

LOCAL IDAHO STATESMAN • IDAHOSTATESMAN.COM 

25 
F. Glat I !Ip .. nf handbags, waffets and boxed 
accessory gifts. Reg. $16-$148, sale $12-$111. 

.. 



BOOT SALE 
E. Winter boots from Soho Lab, Repo~ 
and Skechers USA.• Reg. 79.99-99.99, 
sale 59.99-69.99. 

SALE 99.99-1 
OUTERWEAR 
B. Only at Macy's. Men's Alfanl• outerwear. 
Reg. $195-$395. 

PLUS, TAKE AN EXTRA 40% OFF CLEARANCE 
APPAREL & ACCESSORIES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY ALREADY REDUCED 50%t 

* 

1-800-45-MACYS also shop macys.com 

* macvs ... ·. 
wi-t:o~lt.'17.I® 

REG/ORIG PRICES REFLECT OFFERING PRICES IN EFFECT DURING THE 90 DAYS BEFORE OR AFTERTHISSM.l MNT, BUT NOT NECESSARILY DURING THE M$1'30 DAyt,sAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SAW. SOME ORIGINAL PRICES MAY NOl'HAVEIEEN .. EFFECT 
DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. INTERMEDIATE MARKDOWNS MAY, HAVE BEEN TAKEN. "Valid Tuesday & ~. November 21-22 only, empt fumlture/mittresse dlscDunt In effect through ~. November 26, 2006. May not be combined with~ addldonll discount offer. 
Valid only at Macy's stores in WA, OR, ID, UT, MT and WV. Excludes New Reductions; Clearanc:e; Everyday Values; Specials/Super Buys; Cosmetics and Fragrances: Ralph Lauren/Po1o; Tommy Bahama; Tommy HIifiger; Calvin Klein; The North Face; Lacoste; Levl'slDoclaen; OICNY; Mlclml 
Kors; Kate Spade; Kenneth Cole; I.N.C.; Impulse Shop; Charter Oub Cashmere; American Rag; Junior Denim;=·· Men's/Young Men's Designers; t. asso Elba; Material London; Kids Designer Collections; Coach; Dooney & Bourke; Designer Handbags and Shoes; Designer lntlmat95. and 
Sleepwear; Watches; Small Electrlcs; Personal Can! Bectrlcs; Technology; Vera Wang; Waterford; Baccarat; U.S,O; Regular Price Chl~rystal, Sllver;~ner Linens; All-Clad; J.A. Menc:bls; Wusthof; Holiday Lane; candy & FRANGO products; Zoom pn,ducts;Flne.llwllryWltichls, 
Trunk Shows, Molssanlte, Special Collections; Malemlty, lase, Service and Non-Merchandise Depts.; Gift R Kiosk; Special Orders; ' 1 Gift C-,C:e~tes and Online Purchases, Not valid on preylous purchases. toearance otr.r may not apply to al brands, mllectlons and 
departments. Extra savings taken off already-reduced prices as marked or signed. Selection varies by store. Clearance Items are avallab while supplies last and are not avallable by mall or phone order. We are unable to make price adjustments on previous clearance pun:hases. 
Apparel shown Is IIJlported. Selection varies by store. Prices, promotlolis and selection differ on rnacys.com. ttRebate Is a mall-In offer. Allow 4t6 weeks for shipping. KJtchenalcl Mixer carries manufacturer's warranty. If you would like to read the warranty at no charge befcn pulmlllng, the 
warranty may be seen at our store or you may write to: Macy's, P.O. Box 12510, ~ WA 98111-9975, c/o Warranty Office. Thanksgiving sale ends Sunday, sale prices In effect through Tuesday. 
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