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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

of the 

Coeur d'Alene Timber Protective 

Association 

Members of the Coeur d'Alene Timber Protective Association: 

Gentlem en: T'he aims and plans of our sociation have 

been fully exp la ined in previous reports. The detai l of the 

As ociat ion work fo r the season of 1914 will be covered by 

report s of the Secretary, F ire Committee and F i re vVarden. 

The ]914 season was in the early portion very favorabl e, 

but later we were confronted w ith extreme clrouth and dangerous 

atmo pheric conditions, resulting in electrical torm causing 

many dangerou fir es . Some portions of our di strict suffered 

se rious loss, but thi s loss wa trifling compared with possible 

los if our Association had not been in existence and in readi

ness to take cha rge of and fi ght the fir es when starting. \l\T e 

were able to exting ui sh many fire s before any damage occurred , 

but losse have occurred v.rhere quick action was imposs ible. 

It is my op inion that a larger patrol fo rce hould be used . 

. The patrolmen hould be good, capable wood smen , and employed 

w ith the und erstanding that they are at all times to work at 

cutting new tra il s and cleanin g up old trail s v.rhen the weather 

condition do not require patrol se rvice . It is necessary that 

we have o·ood tra il s to every portion of our timbered area, that 

suppli es and men may be quickl y rushed to fires . I w ould 

suggest that a few good men be reg ularl y em ployed in trail 

work; a l o that a m ap be prepared showing every trail now 

open, and have outlined on this map new trail to be con

structed. 

"\i\ e should at an early elate be prepared ,vith some fo rm 

of signal service, eith er wireless or telephone, at all lookout 

station s, that we may g ive quick notice of fire s and their location. 

"\Ve should a lso g ive con id erati on to possibility of airship 

se rvice during fire sea on. "\\re m ay expect that mach ines of 

thi s kind wi ll soon be in use t hat will en "e our need yery 
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th oroughly and quickly patroling our land s, locating fires and 

perhaps of capacity to carry supplies . fire fighting extingui hers 

and men where needed . 

Our Fire Association should take up the matter of timber 

in urance . It is possible that ome fo rm , mutual or otherw ise, 

can be provided that w ill take care of a portion of th e risk s that 

confront timber owners. 
C. M. CREGO, President. 
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REPORT OF FIRE COMMITTEE 

Coeur d'Alene Timber Protective 

Association 

SEASON OF 1914 

Gentlemen: At the close of the fire season of 1914, in 

making our annual report , we can perhaps not congratulate our 
members so much upon the low cost of our operation or the 
slight losses sustained as a ,,vhole , but we feel that they are to 

be congratulated upon the loss, which is comparatively slight 
compared with that of the season of 1910, and this slight loss 

is in a large measure due to the organization and efficiency of 
the Assoication. 

The fire season of 1914 began early. On account of the 

light snowfall during the '"' inter of 1913-14, and the early 
melting of the snows, the woods were almost entirely free 
from snow early in April, and in the lower altitudes in our 

district, were quite dry during that month. During May there 

was but slight rainfall, and June was much drier than the 

average June in this locality. In fact, by the first of July we 
were becoming quite worried ove r the situation. However, 

on July 4th a gentle rain fell over the entire d istrict, lasting 

several hours, vvhich mo istened th e forest covering to such an 
extent that danger was over for the time. But this rain was 

followed by a long period of extremely hot weather, with hot , 
dry winds which rapidly dried out the ground, and this weather 

continued without a break until A ugust 17th, the only redeem

ing feature being the lack of extremely high winds . 

During this period, from July 4th to August 17th, a great 
many fire s were started from various causes, nearly all of which 

were controlled without heavy expense and with practically 
no losses. On A ugu st 17th, after twen.ty-fo ur hours of east 

wind, it began to rain , and for about two hours there was every 

indication that we were to receive a weather breaker in the 

shape of a continued rainfall. This, however, did not ma

terializ e, although the northern portion of our district was pretty 
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well served, and som e portions of the di trict ly in g along the 

St. Joe RiYer recei ved rain enough to dampen the undergrowth. 
The southern part of th e district, that is the St. Maries lrain
age, received no rain at all, and the rainfall in the other di stricts 

was simply enoug h to moist en the undergrowth, and in the few 

days following thi s moisture was quickly dried out w ith th_e hot 
winds. 

Howe, er, th e fire s in existence at that time were under 

good control and many fire s which had been fo ught early in 

the sea son were completely out and we thought our clanger 

was practically over fo r the season. 
On the evening of A ug ust 20th there occurred the wor st 

electrical storm we have had s ince our organization, and the 

worst known fo r many yea rs in this locality . VVe are, as you 
know, subj ect to electrical storms along the high divides be

tween our ri ve rs, but these are usuall y fo llowed by some rain , 
which is of g reat assistance in putting out the fir es started by 

the lightning . No ra in accompanied the electrical storm of 
this yea r, and the result was fire s scattered on all the divides 

south of the Coeur d"Alene River district. These fire s were 

so many and so scattered that it was an immen se undertaking 
to supply men, tool and provisions to man them all quickly, 

but by the evening of the 22nd practically all of the fire s so 
far discovered had been manned. A t this time the smoke was 

so thick through out the di strict that it was almost impos ible 

to discover a fire at all until it had attained sufficient force 
to make it elf plain. and many fires reported by our look-out 

men were so hidden by the smoke that they were not actually 
located fo r two or three days after the report s ·were received. 
In one in tance a logging contractor, hi s fo reman and a cruiser 
searched fo r an entire clay fo r a fire that they must have passed 
a number of tim es v.r ithin two hundred yards. 

Fortunately we were favored by comparatively calm 
weather fo r seve ral clays after the electrical st orm. A t this time 
the conditions were, in our op inion, as bad, if not worse than 
in 1910, and it is true that had the atmospheric conditions been 
the same as in ]910, we would have had a loss to report that 
would be stagge ring . As it was the continued calm weather 
enabled us to materially retard the progress of these fire s from 
th e beginning, and within a reasonabl e length of time we · had 
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them all under Yery good control, with a total los of merchant
able timber de troyed. according to reports received, about 

20,000,000 feet. By September 1st ,ve commenced to reduce bur 

force, which had been ve ry heavy, there being at one time 
approximatly 500 fire fig hter on the line. 

The end of the sea on came on September 7th, when it 

began to rain, and all danger was over. 

1 he season ·s expense is hown in th e report of th e Sec
retary, and 70 per cent of it was incurred between A ugust 20th 

and September 7th. 

During the season we constructed seven and one-half mile 
of new tel ephone lin e, connecting our line previously built from 

St. J oe to ec. 30, Tp. 44 N., R. 3 E., with th e G nited States 
Fore t Service line on Marble ]\fountain in Sec, 24, Tp. 44 K., 

R. 3 E. This g iYes u hvo outlets for report s. Other lines 
remain as shown in last year ' report , we now hav in cr over eig hty 

mil es of telephone line s in working order. 

Trail cuttino· began in April and by the middle of June all 

old trail s were cleared out and such new tra ils had been cut as 

was thoug ht nece sary to cover our district com eniently. 

This eason' experience hows us the need of more trails; 
in fact, the trails we now have should be connected by cross 

tra il s so as to make a more complete net work, thus facilitating 

movement of men and supplie in case of fir es . 

At the time of the electrical storm our chief difficulty wa 
in transporting supplies and tools fo r the fire fi g hters. J\Ien 

were plentiful and \\·illin g to walk t o th e fire line, but it wa 

almost imposs ible to procure pack horse in sufficient number 

to take out suppli es fo r them , and we had to use work horse 
and cayuse until the fire camps were stocked up , and at that 

our supply train vvoulcl have been wholly inadequate had it not 

been fo r the Decker pack train, which was supply ing the Carey 

& Harper logging camps, and which was turned ove r to us to 

use in our emergency. The Association should_ have more pack 

hor es or should hire ome to be held in reserve for just such 

cases as this . 

There were some few losses of timber products, such a 

logs, t elegraph poles and woqd, but these were of comparatively 

no conseq uence in th e aggregate. 
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The line of our district remain as heretofore, the acreage 
being th e sam e. 

O ur co-operative agreement ,vith the U nited St ates Forest 
Service is still in fo rce and ,ve think it is working to our 

mutual advantage. \\ e wish to thank th"e fo re st superv iso rs, 
rangers and other governm ent empl oyees fo r their prompt and 

efficient a id thr0twhout the season. 

Ve ry man y fire occurred a long the St . 1\Iaries River and 
Coe ur d'Alene Lake w hich were, ,vithout question, cau eel by 

carelessness of homesteaders in attempting to burn their slash 
during the dry eason w ithout permit, and without sufficient 
help to control them. These settler are very largely non-m em

bers of our A soc iation. They disobey the law of the state, 

and w hen a fire gets away from th em call on the A soc iation 

fo r assistance, w hich in all case has been furni shed as promptly 
as possible under the circumstances. It i fo rtunate that the 

timber in the r eo-ions occupied by th ese settler s is of a pecies 
not easily kill ed by fire or the entire Coeur d'Alene Lake region 
would be a wa te. ::\1any of th ese settl ers ha,,e joined the 

Association and quite a few of them have paid the as essments 

made; the m ajority, however, are either non-member s or have 

failed to pay w hen called upon. 

The State of Idaho is intere sted in our district to the ext ent 
of nearl y one-fifth of th e total revenue acreage therein . During 

the past season it s loss was so light that it cannot be com-' 

puted, althoug h its holdings a re scattered thrOLwhout the entire 
district, and in many places we re threatened by fires. It is safe 

to say that it has not had t en acre of land burned O\·er, and 

this so situated that it contains no timber of value. 

O ur patrol system commenced in May, at w hich time a few 

m en were put on in the lower altitudes, and fo r a time we had 
only ten patrolmen at work. This number ,vas increased t o 

t wenty-nine during July and maintained at that number during 

A ug ust, a lthoug h in the latte r part of A ug ust we had o many 

fire :fighters, packers, etc., at work that a large portion of the 
district was covered by men other than regular patrolmen. 

Supplemental to our patrol sy t ern we had a number of 

good look-out point s establ i heel , and th ese proved very atis

factory, ina mu ch as our fir st reports usually came from look
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out stations. These stations are connected with the out side by 

telephone lines in most cases, and where not so connected are 

located near a t elephone stat ion. The efficiency of our look-outs 

was a large feature in keep in g dovvn fires during the season . 

\ iVe recommend the continuation, maintenan ce and exten

sion of our teleph one line s ·wherever such extension \vill result 

111 earlier information as t o new fire s and report of progress 

in fi ghtin g old ones . 

vVe r ecommend the building of cut-off trails indi sc riminately 

throughout the district, connecting main trail s in as man y places 

as poss ible, and to facilitate this work we recommend th e earlier 

distribution of patrolmen, these patrolmen to work as trail 

cutters until the season advances to a point wher~ their constant 

attention must be given to patrolling. 

V\1 e recommend that the attention of the newly elected 

legi slature of Idaho, ·w hich w ill convene in J anuary, 19 15, be 

called to the work of the Assoc iation, and that a larger appro

priation be made for the state 's propo:tion of our expenses, it 

appearing that if the appropriation is larger than is needed the 

amount can be carried fo rward to the next yea r, an.cl the state 's 

proportion is adjusted as that of all other memb ers, by assess

ment s upon it s acreage within the district. 

\ Ve acknowledge receipt of practically $1.000.00 of the 

· U nited States government appropriation under what is known 

as the \ V eek 's law, and greatly appreciate this he! p. \Ve r ecom

mend the continued application by the State Board of Land 

Commi ss ion ers for our proportion of thi s appropriation, deem

ing it to the best interests of the entire country t o protect the 

grov.rth on the watersheds of navigabl e s treams. 

\ Ve recom mend the amendment of the Idaho state fire la v\" 

to conform to the terms of th e Oregon fire law, w hich make s 

compulsory the pay ment of regular assessments on an acreage 

bas is of all timber land ow ner s within the di st ri ct . This would 

enable us to collect fees from all owners of timber land, whereas 

now the membershi p is confined to those ,·oluntarily subsc ribing 

to our organization. 

Vv e recommend that early in the season of 1915 at lea st 

two good, r eliabl e patrolmen be placed in what is known as the 

lake region, the number to he increased as the season advances, 
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their duties to be looking after the burning of la h by home. 
teaclers within the district, and we recommend that in case of 

violation of the Fallon Fire Law the indiv idual , firm or corpora
tion so violating it shall be immediately prosecuted fo r the better 
protection of hi s la w-abicling neig hbor. 

We recommend that the ssociation purchase ten or twelve 
more pack horses before the season of 1915 begins, it being our 

op inion that a few hundred dollars inves ted in pac;k horses will 

be of g reat benefit to the ssociation, and will assist in pre
venting fire losses should an emergency such as that of August 

20th, 1914, occur again. 

\Ve recommend that cl uring the fire ea son a clerk be fur
nished the State r◄ire \Varden in order that daily report s of 

weather conditions. fires, location of patrolmen, etc ., may be 

sent out to member , it hav ing developed during the sea on 
past that the warden has been unable to keep the members 

fully advised of conditions. 

\Ve desire to thank the press of the Inland Empire for the 

support given our organizati on and the timber operators fo r their 
careful attention to the law of Idaho and the fire rules of the 

Association. 

\Ve feel that we can congratulate th e member of the A so
ciation on the slight loss of re sources sustained by them indi

v idually, and have no hesitancy in say in g that without our or

o-an ization there "would have been immense fire losses during 

1914. 
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F. J. DA VIES, 
C. M. CREGO, 
R. M. H RT, 

Fire Committee. 





SECRETARY'S REPORT 
FIRE SEASON 19 14 

RECEIPTS I); TOT AL FOR SEASO::\T 

Cash on hand December 1. 1913 ____________________________________ $1,313.16 
Sale o f one pack horse______ _______ ________ _______________________ 20.00 
Supplies sold _ _ __ ___ ____ _____ _____ _ ______ ___ ____ _______ ____ _______ 84.30 
Fire fighting tools so ld_____ _____ _____ _____________________________ 46.65 
Money borrowed from bank _______________________________________ 5,000.00 

FROl\I ASSESSMENT LEVIED D RING SE1-\ SON: 

Members. Acreage. 
Blackwell Lumber Company _____________________ __ 48,480 
Bonners Ferry Lumber Company___________________ 680 
Bunker Hill & Sullivan l\I. & C. Co.________________ 800 
Branson; Geo. A_______ ____________________________ 320 
Boyce, Eleanor Day __ -------- --------- --- ---------- 1,040 
Clearwater Timber .Ccmpany_______________________ 2,000 
Coeur d'Alene Lumber Company ___________________ 38,370 
Cameron Lumber Company _______ ___ ______________ 34,290 
D. H. Dollar Logging Company___________ ____ _____ 920 
Empire Mill Company_____________________________ 1,600 
Idaho Timber Company____________________________ 3,440 
Kehl, F. W______ _ ____ ____ __ ___ ______ ___ _ __ ________ 440 
Lane Lumber Company, Ltd_______________ __ _______ 3,960 
Milwaukee Land Company ________________ _________ 95,450 
Milwaukee Lumber Company______________________ 2,480 
l\IcGoldrick Lumber Company ____ __________ _______ 17,480 
McCord, W. E.___________________________________ 4,840 
P otlatch Lumber Company________________________ 9,120 
Edwa rd Rutledge Timber Co ______________ • _________ 54,160 
Reeves-Fa rrell Lumber Company__ ____ __ ____ ______ 2,800 
Rose Lake Lumber Company______________________ 5,200 
Rice, 0. c._______________________________________ 320 
Springston Lumber Company_______________________ 1,240 
Stack-Gibbs Lumber Company_____________________ 7,960 
Sh oshone Lumber Company_______________________ 7,320 
Steele, Geo. F_____________________________________ 880 
State of Idaho ____________________________________ 84,120 
Weber Logging & Timber Company________________ 320 

430,030 
Contributed by N. P. Ry. Co. _____________________ _ 
Contributed by claim ovvner. __ __ _________________ _ 
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Amt. Paid. 
$ 1,090.80 

68.00 
80.00 
32.00 
91.00 

200.00 
3,837.00 
2,428.60 

92.00 
160.00 
344.00 
40.10 

9,544.97 
248.00 

1,748.00 
484.00 
912.00 

5,416.00 
280.00 
520.00 
22.20 

124.00 

732.00 
88.00 

3,455.65 
32.00 

10,222.95 
276.80 

49,034.18 



Expenditures :: 
V ouchers drawn fr om D ecember 1, 19W, ·;p·· No· a1}ber' 30,_-l914 are 

numbered 1423 to 1688, inclusive, and have bi! Mhrr,, W pr~ 1' 0. ¥ d 

by th e Chi ef \Va rden. These vouch er s ·were given in pay111~1 ~tallows: 

Contributed to W estern F or es try & Con. ss'n______ $ 859.90 
Repair made to warehouse_______ _________________ 37.80 
T eleph one construction and maintenance____________ 388.55 
Salary of Fire W a rd en___________ _________________ 1,200.00 

0FFJ CE : 

lV[aps, sta ti onery and pos tage ____________________ $ 
Light, teleph one and teleg raph __________________ _ 
Secretary's cle rk hire ___________________________ _ 

lVIrscEL LAN Eous EXPENSE : 

Taxes on w arehouse for 1913 ____________________ _ 
Insurance on wa rehouse ________________________ _ 

Printing a nnual report ----------,------- - --------
Secretary's bond __________________________ _____ _ 

Water rent -------------- - ------------------- - -
R epa irs to gaso line car-------------------------
Publicity material bought from vVe te rn F o rest ry 

and Conservation A ssociation _________________ _ 
Expense of Fire \!Vaden and assistants ___________ _ 

Inte res t paid on money borrowed _________________ _ 
Tran sportation, including pack ho rse hire, rai lroad 

and boa t fares, freight and cartage _____________ _ 
Cuttjng new trail s _______________________________ _ 
Cleaning out old tra ils ____ ________________________ _ 
Cooking utensils for camps, and fi re-fighting tools __ 
Pack ho rse ---------------------------------------
Bridles and repairs to saddles _____________________ _ 
Patro ll ing _______________________ _____ ____ _______ _ 

Fighting fir es --- - -------------------------------- 
Cash in bank------------------- - - - -- - --- - -- --- - - -

A ssessment s per acre for sea son, 10 cent . 

50.70 
30.75 

200.00 

27.45 
53.60 
32.50 
8.00 

13.35 
15.00 

15.50 
368.75 

Cost o f operati on on revenu e acreage, 9¼ cents per acre. 

281.45 

534.15 
33.33 

2,142.75 
114.75 
327.05 
782.32 
20.00 
6.40 

6,748.35 
34,143.72 

1,413.66 

$49,034.18 

Ex pen di tures from Association funds _____ ____ ----- - ------------- -$47,620.52 
Expendi tures fr om W eek' Law fund_____________________________ 997.75 
D epreciati on charged ------------------ - - - ------- - - - -- ----------- 1,173.42 

49,791.69 
Credi t by assets aclcl ccl___ ____ _____ ____ _____ ______ ____________ 500.00 

$49,291.69 
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TRIAL BALANCE 

Coeur d'Alene Timber Protective Association 
November 30, 1914 

ssessment _______________________________________ _ 

Individual owners ----------------------------------
Cash in bank----------------------------------------
Warehouse __ ________ ------------------------ ------ -
F ire season of 1914 ___ __ _______ ______________________ _ 

Telephone const ruction -------------------------- ----
F ire -----------------------------------------------
Salary of F ire \!Va rden ____ _____ _________ ___ _________ _ 

Office ---------- -- ---------------------------------- -
Miscell aneous expense --- -- --- - --------------------- -
Bills payable -------------- -- --------------------- __ _ 
Intere t --- - -------------------------------- ----- ---
T ransportation ____ __ __ __ __ _________________________ _ 

Trail cutting --- -- -----------------------------------
Camp equipment and too ls ____ ______ _________________ _ 
Cleaning out old t rail s _______________________________ _ 
Ho rses, harne s and saddl es ________________________ _ _ 
Patrolling ____ _____________________________ ______ _ :__ 
Cameron Lumber Company ____ __ __ __ ________________ _ 
Black well Lumber Company ________ ___ ______ _____ ___ _ 
Lane Lumber Company, Ltd. ____________________ ___ _ _ 

0. C. Rice ----------------------- --------- ----------
F. W. Kehl__ _______ __ _________________ ___ __ _______ _ _ 
Stack-Gibb Lumber Company ___ ____________________ _ 
State of Idaho ___ ____ __ ____________ __ ___ __ __________ _ 

Forest Service --------------------------------------
vVeste rn Forest ry and Conse rvation A s' n _________ __ _ _ 

1,413.66 
1,337.80 

3.383. 55 
31,668.69 

1,200.00 
306.45 
534.15 

33.33 
2,142.75 

114.75 
1,035.67 

327.05 
606.40 

6,748.35 
1,000.38 
3,757.20 
1,481.20 

9.80 
.60 

796.00 
4,746.05 
2,390.73 

859.90 

$65,899.46 
After Closing 

Cash in bank----------------------------------------
\N a rehouse ___________________________ ___ __ _____ ----

F ire season ----------------------------------------
Telephone construction -- -------------------------- --
Office ----------------------------------------------
Camp equipment and tool.----------------- ----------
Horses, harne and addle ----------------- - -------
Bill s payable ------------------------------- --- - ----
Cameron Lumber Company--------------------------
Blackwell Lumber Company ______________________ ___ _ 
Lane Lumber Company, Ltd _______ ______ _______ ______ _ 

0. C. Rice----~------- --- ---- - -----------------------

1,413.66 
1,200.00 

3,000.00 
20.00 

500.00 
500.00 

1,000.38 
3,757.20 
1,481.20 

9.80 

F. W . Kehl____ ______ __ __________________________ ____ .60 
Stack-Gibbs Lumber Company______ __________ ________ 796.00 
State of Idaho______ ___ _____ _____________ __ ____ _____ 4,746.05 
Forest Ser vice ----------------------- - ---------- - --- 2,390.73 

53,002.60 
276.80 

7,620.06 

5,000.00 

65,899.46 

15,815.62 

5,000.00 

20,815.62 20,815.62 
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CERTIFICATE OF AUDITING COMMITTEE 

December 3, 1914. 

Coeur d'Alene Timber Protective Association and State Board 

of Land Commi sioners: 

YAie, the m embers of th e A uditing Committee of the Coeur 

d'Alene Timber Protective Association, hereby certify that ,ve 

have examined the books and accounts of the Secretary and 

Treasurer covering operation s fro111 December 1, 1913, to and 

including November 30, 1914, and find th e same correct. 

A ll moneys received ancl paid out are properly accounted 

fo r. 

The bank staten~-ent of 1'\mrernber 30, 19 1-1-, shows a cash 

bal ance ·of 2,788.90, w h ile the bank account on the books of 

th e Assoc iation shows a ba lance of $ 1,413.66; there are out- . 

standing checks aggregating $1,446.69; de pos it s charged t o th e 
bank and not received by the bank in tim e to show on it s state

ment of November 30, 1914, 71.43. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEO . DAY, 
Chairm an. 

By BEN E. BUSH, 
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REPORT OF CHIEF FIRE WARDEN 
Coeur d'Alene Fire District 

To the Idaho State Land Board and Coeur d'Alene Timber 
Protecti,,e Assoc iat ion : 

Gentlemen : During th e season of 1914 we had patrolmen 
covering about two-thirds of the total area of the Coeur cl ' Alene 

Timber Protective Assoc iation district , or 1,250,000 acres. The 

1 emainder of the district, comprising about 600,000 acres, was 
patrolled by the U nitecl States Forest Service throug h the co

operative agreement between the Forest Ser vice and our Asso
ciation . 

We had reported during the season one hundred ninety 

fire s. These fires were caused as fo llows : 

Settlers burning slash ___________________ _ 18 
Logging engines __ __ __ ______ __ ___ ___ ____ 12 
L ogging operation s __________ __ __ ___ _____ 4 
Donkey eng ines _________________________ 2 
Railroad eng ines __ _____ ______ _________ ___ 3 
Clearing rig ht-of-way__ ____ ______________ 2 
Sparks from fir es in oth er district s_________ 4 
Old fire s not exting ui shed______________ __ ] 
Camp fire s -- -- ----- - ---- -- -- ------------ 5 
Carele s smokers __________ ___ ____ ____ ___ 2 

Hunters---- --------------- - ------------ 2 
F ire crackers-- -- --- -------------- ------ 1 
Lig htning ___ __ ____ ___ __ __ _______ _______ 11 5 

U nknO\vn -- ---- ----- ------------------- 19 

"\ e estimate not less than one hundred fires extinguished 

by patrolmen, of which no report has been made . 

The season commenced earlier than usual , owing to the 

light snowfall during the winter of 1913-14, and w hich ,vent off 

rather early in the sp ring . O ur patrol season commenced in 

May, although we had some few men cutting trail and repairing 

telephon_e lines as early as Ap ril , and in June we had t en regu lar 

patrolmen at work. Thi s number was increa sed to twenty-nine 

during July, and held at about that number during A ug ust. 
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The month of June was quite dry, but on July 4th we had 
a nice, gentle rain, covering th e entire district. No more rainfall 

was had until August 17th, when th ere wa a very lig ht fall of 
rain , lastin o- a couple of hour . There was not enoug h pre

cipitation to wet th e ground or the fo rest covering, the moisture 
merely dampenin g the trees and bru sh. This rainfall did not 
cm er our entire district, bein o· ra th er heavier in the northern 

portion, and there being none at a ll in the southea tern part. 
O n the evenin o- of ug u st 20th a very bad electrical storm 

traversed the di trict, coming in from th e Clea r wate r district 

along the divide between the St. Joe, Clearwater and St. Marie s 
River , and a long the divide between th e t. Maries River and 

th e Potlatch and Palou e Ri ver , it s ,vor t effect being felt in 
Tps. 42 K., Rs. 1 \\ . and 1 and 2 E ., and in 43 1'., Rs·. 1, 2 and 3 

E ., 44 N ., R . 2 and 3 E ., w ith ome more or less serious results 

along the divide bebveen the t. J oe and Coeur cl· _lene Ri, ers 
in Tp . 46 and -1-7 X., Rs. 1 and 2 E . 

Owing to th e large number of fires I ,~rill attempt to gi,·e 

th e location and exten t onl y of those causmg any con iderable 

damage: 

July 12th-Lig htning started a fire on SE 1-4 N' \ V 1-4 ec. 
8-43-3E. About 8,000 ft. of timber was kill ed before the 
fire was extin g ui shed. 

July 18th-F ire started on SE 1-4 X\\ J-4 ec. 1-43-3E. , sup
po eel t o ha,·e been caused from a fire used fo r meltin°· 
chute g rease. This burn ed over about eighty acres of 
slashing and destroyed from 300 t o 500 cedar poles. 

July 20th- logging eng ine started a fire on SE 1-4 Sec. 11-
44-1 \ V. ; about eighty acres of s lashin g burned over, 
w ith little or no damao-e. 

July 26th- small fire started on S\\r 1-4 S\\ 1-4 Sec. 29-
48-1 \ V., caused by lig htning. Only a few small reel fir 
and w hite fir trees we re kill ed. 

July 27th-Lightning caused a small fire on SE 1-4 Sec. 18-
45-1\Y. A bout 4,000 ft. of white pine and 500 ft . of 
cedar were dest royed . 

ug. 1-Fi re tarted on E 1-4 SE 1-4 Sec. 4--t-5-3E. . ext ending 
into Sec. 3 of the same town ship. Caused by a home
steader leaving a fire in hi clearing. bout eighty 
acres of land were burned over, caus ing practically no 
damage, a th e merch antable timber had nearly all 
been cut. 
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A ug . 

A ug . 

Aug. 

3rd- Fire started on ec ., 13-~46-3.\ \T . .., C r,t. 1..1s~ unknown. 
This fire spread ove r qd itE: ~ ~l,;i. 1-gti J./ea,' .)Jltt did very 
little damage, probably ' riot ' ' to e~ceed, 100,000 ft . of 
OTeen t i 111 ber beiC:g: ~s- t,-cye~d. , ', ' : . ~ , , 

4th-Fire started on \{E Y-t.t );\\ 1-4° ec. 8--1-3- 1 \\ .: cau eel 
by ligh tning . About 6.,020, h . _ o-f g:reen ) irn ber was 
killed befo re the fire wa" c ~1,t. r0 l,1eck · -' :' ··. 

6th-Lig htnin g started a fire on :\'\\T 1--1- Sec. 9-46-lE. 
About two acres in an old burn were burned over with 
trifling damage. 

A ug . 6th-Lig htnin g started a fire on SE 1--1- Sec. 33-47-lE. 
and sp read into Sec. 4-46-lE. Thi location is high, on 
a comparatively bald ridge which was burned over 
many years ago . T he fire burned over nea rl y eighty 
acres of ground , containing le ss than 200,000 ft. of 
green timber, not a ll of which wa dest royed. 

Aug. 6th-Fire t a rted on Sv\ 1-4 Sec. 9-46-2\V., supposed to 
haYe been caused by the carelessness of fishermen pas -
ing through. The fire burned onr about 1,000,000 ft . 
of yellow pine. There being but littl e undergrowth 
the damage was sligh t and probably none of th e timb er 
w ill be dest royed . 

A ug. 9th-Lig htning tarted a fir e on SE 1-4 XE 1-4 Sec. 
24-42-2E .. covering about one-quarter of an acre and 
killing 3_,000 ft. of timber. 

A ug. 11 th-Fi1"e started by a logging eng ine on N \\ 1-4 ~E J-4 
Sec. 26-44-1 \\ ., caus ing very littl e damao-e as it ran 
th roug h a growth of bull pine. 

A ug. 12th-Lig htning tarted nine fires on Sec. S-41-2E. These 
fires qui ckly ran toge ther and covered about eig hty 
acre s of land, damaging approximately 1,000,000 ft . of 
good timber. The extent of the loss 1s unknown at 
thi s time. as they were ground fir es and t he timber is 
till green . 

Aug. 19th-F ire from an unknown cause started on SE 1-4 
S\\ 1-4 Sec. 23-49- 1 \\ ., burning over a mall area and 
damaging about 10,000 ft. of s tull timber. 

A ug . 20th-Lightning started a fae 0 ~1 SE 1-4 N \\ 1-4 Sec. 
18-43-3E., covering about fiy e acres and dest roying pos
s ibly 100,00 ft. of timber. 

A Lio-. 20-Lightn ing started a fire on the >J" 1-2 of Sec. J-41-lE. 
This fire covered nearly 300 acres on and along the 
div ide between the St. 1\Iari es and Clearwater Rivers, 
w hich i hig h and was burned ove r many year s ago. 
T'he timber loss amo unted to about 125,000 ft. 
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A ug. 20th--L ig htn ing . ..st.::i r t.ed, a fire on NE 1-4 NE 1-4 Sec. 
35-~-l-~ ~j L)n " ct ~b?1-,-re:1 ridge. About 25 acres burned 

. OVfr w} th a small loss of standing timber. 
A ug . , 2.Clh-;--:l,ig l~tn°i~~g ·~ta;-ted · ; fi ~·e. on SE 1-4 KE 1-4 Sec. 

· ~ 19-42-jE., aboL1t t
0

l1°r~e · aci t.'s were burned over and 
30,JiX) It o~ 3t-111c;i11 i$ "timber destroyed. 

A ug. 20-Lig~ht11'ing' 
0

::,tai!t~c.i a fire on KVV 1-4 SW 1-4 Sec. 
20-42-3E. Covered but a small area and kill ed less th an 
20,000 ft . of timber. 

A ug . 20th-Lightning started a fire on SE 1-4 S\V 1-4 Sec. 
1-42- l E ., covering but half an acre and destroying no 
timb~r, as the growth is tamarack. 

A ug . 20th-F ire started on E 1-2 NE 1-4 Sec. 26-45-3E.; caused 
by lightning . This fire burned over about 100 acres 
of old burning, doing very little damage, as it was 
grown up to a thick stand of very small , second-growth 
timber. 

A ug. 20th-Lightning started a fire in Sec. 5-46-1\iV. It covered 
about ninety acres and destroyed but a small amount 
of timber, probably not to exceed 50,000 ft. of cedar. 

A ug . 20th-Lightning started a fire on N \ i\T 1-4 NE 1-4 Sec. 
23-43-2E. This fire burned over nearl y 100 acres on a 
hig h ridge which had been burned over in ] 889 and 
grown up t o brush, making the fire very hard to handl e. 
It is estimated that nearly 1,000,000 ft . of timber of all 
kinds burned over, but the extent of the damage is 
not known. 

A ug. 20th-Lig htning started a fire on N \ V 1-4 Sec. 19-42- l E ., 
covering about ten acres and destroying about 125,000 

ft. of timber. 

A ug. 20th- F ire started in SE 1-4 Sec. 19-42- l E., caused by 
floating ember from a fire in the Potlat ch district. This 
fire covered about fo ur and one-half acres and killed 
probably 40,000 ft . of timber. 

A ug . 20th-Lightning started a fire in NE 1-4 S\ V 1-4 Sec. 
11-43-3E., covering about three acres containing about 
20,000 ft. of timber. 

A ug . 20th-Lightning started fo ur fires in Sec. 35-44-3E. These 
fire s ,,vere exting uished before sp reading and destroyed 
not to exceed 10,000 ft. of merchantable timber. 

A ug . 20th-Lightning started two fires, one on S\ V 1-4 NE ]-4 
and one on NE 1-4 S\ i\ 1-4 Sec. 3-43-3E. T he se fires 
we re exting uished by our patrolmen ,vith a loss of not 
to exceed 20,000 ft. of merchantable timber. 
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A ug. 20th- Lightning started a fir e on SE 1-4 SE 1-4 Sec. 24-
44-3E., covering about one acre before it '\Yas ex
tin g ui shed, and des t roying 12,000 ft. of timber. 

A ug. 20th- Lightning st a rted a fir e on NE 1-4 N \\ 1-4 Sec. 
2-43-2E. T hi s fi re ran north into Sec. 35-44-2E. and 
east , covering a po rt ion of X E 1-4 Sec. 2-43-2E. and a 
portion of SE 1-4 ec. 35-44-2E., burning oyer about 
200 acres and cl est royin o- probabl y 2,000,000 ft . of fiL t
cl as w hi te pine timber. 

tw . 20th-Lig htning tarted a fire_ on Sec. 11-43-2E., burnin g 
ove r about one and a half acres before bein g ex
ting ui shed, and dest roying about 30,000 ft . of timber. 

ug. 20th-A small fire w as st arted on SE 1-4 S\ i\T 1-4 ec. 
23-43-ZE., ca used by lig htnin g . Very littl e damage was 
clone a the t and of timber was lig ht. 

A ug . 20th-Lig htn ing started a fire on SE 1-4 NE 1-4 Sec. 
14-43-2E ., running in a north easterly direction and cov
ering quite a large a rea. Thi s i an old burn and con
t a ined very little valuabl e timb er. The loss from thi 
fire was about 200,000 ft . of timber. 

A ug . 20th-Lig htning started a fire on NE 1-4 Sec. 24-42-l E ., 
burning over about fi ft een acres and killin g about 80,000 
ft. of w hite pine and 225,000 ft . of mi xed timber. 

A ug . 20th- Lig htning started ten fires on a fi ve acre area in 
the X E J-4 Sec. 5-42- l E . These fires quickly join ed 
but were controlled before mu ch damage ·wa s done. In 
the fi ve acres burned over about 60,000 ft . of timber was 
kill ed. 

A ug. 20th- Lig htning started a fire on th e NE 1-4 Sec. 8-42-1 E., 
burning ove r about nine acre and killin g pro bably 
150,000 ft. of timber. 

A u o-. 20th-Fire st arted on the south half of Sec. 24-42- l E., 
caused by fl oating embers from th e Potlatch fire, and 
burning over about 180 acres a long the d ivide, v.rhich 
had been burned over many years ago . Very little 
dam age ·was clone, a lthoug h the tract burned over con
ta ined a scattering growth of timber. · 

ug . 20th-Fire st arted on the south half of ec. 19-42- l E ., 
caused by fl oating ember from th e Potl atch fire , cover
ing about 140 acres, containin g very littl e valuable tim
ber, it being in an old burn . 

ug . 20th-Fire sta rted on SE 1-4 Sec. 18-42- l E., caused by 
lightning . Thi s burn ed over about t welve acre s of w ell
timbered land and dest royed probably 300,000 ft. of 
timber. 
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A ug. 20th- Lightning star ted six fires on N"\Y 1-4 SE 1-4 Sec. 
3-43-2E. T hese fires join ed and extended in a west erly 
direction , burning over about 120 acres and dest royi ng 
about 1,000,000 ft. of m erchantabl e timber. 

A ug . 20th- Lig htning started a fire on SE 1-4 Sec. 26-44-2E., 
ex t ending eastvvardly along a burned rid ge and cover
ing 13robably fifty acres w hich contained not to exceed 
300,000 ft . of merchantable timber. 

A ug . 20th- Lig htning started a fire on SE 1-4 NE 1-4 Sec. 
20-44-3E ., w hich 'Nas p romptly exting ui shed with a loss 
of about 20,000 ft . of a ll kind s of timber. 

A ug . 26th-A fire st a rted on the right-of-way of the M ilwaukee 
railway at R over , in Sec. 34-45-21N .; cause unknown. 
This fire covered about 200 acre s of sparsely tim berecl 
land, the growth being scattering t amarack and yellow 
p ine. It is impossible at thi s time t o state w hat amount 
of timber was dest royed, as both species are thick 
barked and hard to kill. O ur patrolman estimated a 
loss of not t o exceed 20,000 ft. 

A ug . 30th-Fire sta rted from an unknown cause on N"\V 1-4 
N YA/ 1-4 Sec. 25-48-1 E.; burned over a small area, de
st roying about 3,000 ft. of pine timber. 

A fir e started on Sec. 6-49-2E., caused by lightning . B ut 
little dam age was cl one as the land was yery lightl y timbered . 

A fire in Sec. 26-50- lvV. w as ca used by lightning. This 

fire burned oYer about s ix ty ac res of land , w ith a loss of ap
proximat ely 100,000 ft . of w hite pin e and probably an equal 

amount of mixed timber. 

In July a fire ,vas st a rted from a donkey eng ine being used 
by the D . H. D ollar Logging Company on Sec. 36-44-3E. This 

fir e sp read over a large area of slash into the operation of the 

D. H . Dolla r Logging Company and that of Carey & Harp er. 

It was controlled after a stub born fi g ht lasting nearly t hree 

week s, being p retty generally confined to the slashing . T he 
loss of s t anding, g reen t imber outside of the slashing was 

about 1,500,000 ft. 

During the month of A ug ust a g reat man y fires were star ted 

along the south sid e of the St. Joe Rive r between Coeur cl ' A lene 

Lake and St . M ari es, and a long the ' "'rest side of Coeur cl ' Alene 
Lake fro m Coeur d 'Alene t o Chatcolet. T hese fir es were nearly 
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all ct by homesteaders, thinking to take adYanage of the dry 
weather and burn their lashings. It i afe to say that 90 per 

cent of the fire so set became unmanageable and that all of the 
fir es west of Lake Coeur cl' len e and along the south shore of 

the St. Joe River were directly caused by these settler burning 
without permit. The los of standing timber or other property 

caused by these fires is very slight, largely mving to the fact 
that the growth i yellow pine, bull pine, tamarack and reel fir, 
a ll of which specie ha,-e thick bark and will stand a o-reat d al 

of fire; also th e undergrowth is comparatively light, allowing 
the fire to run through ·without creating heat en0twh to kill 

the thick barked varietie of timber. 

It is practically impossibl e to get direct evid ence to co1wict 
the e lawbreakers, especially at a tim e like this, w hen the entire 

resource s of the A sociati on and th e attention of all it s officers 
and employees are so completely taken up in caring fo r other 

fires within the di stri ct . omething must be done to top this 
indi criminate burning ·without permit. 

The trail s, telephone lines and oth er property of the sso

ciation are all in good condition and with our connections with 
government trail s and t elephone lines, our di trict is pretty 

thoroug hl y covered. The property of the Association in my 

charge is being cared fo r. 

To be prepared fo r an emergency such as was caused by 
the general electric storm of \ug ust 20th of this year, the Asso

ciation should either purchase twelve additional pack hor ses 

and equip them , or hire enoug h extra pack hor ses earl y in the 
season to prm·ide a rese rve in case of emergency, and as pack 

hor e hire is $1.50 per day and board , it vrnulcl be cheaper t o 
purchase the horse . e\·en th oug h the cost of kee ping them is 

from $15.00 to $20.00 per head per annum. 
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STOCK, CAMP EQUIPMENT AND TOOLS OWNED BY 

ASSOCIATION 

Stored in '\Varehouse at St. Maries, Idaho: 

12 Pack Saddles. 
8 Riding . addle s. 

178 L. H. ShoYel s. 
87 S. H. ShO\·els. 
245 D. B. Axe . 

248 Mattocks. 

14 Crosscut Saws. 
Cookin o- outfit for 375 men. 

4 Tents . 
-+ Telephone In st rum ents. 

1 Telephone Test Set . 

Stored in O ffic e at St. Maries, Idaho: 
1 Roll Top Desk. 

1 flat Top Desk. 
1 Dox toYe. 

2 Chairs. 

At F . Garrett 's Ranch in\\ hitrnan County, \\Tash.: 

11 f l eacl of Horses. 
1 Saddle. 

Respectfully submitted , 

\ V. J. ROSS, "\Varden . 
St. Maries, Idaho, ~ ovember 30, 1914. 

SHAW & 8 0ROEN C O. 151114 
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