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dithin vrecant years the manngerent of the Rocky Hountnin Loat (Ure-

sanng erariosnus pigseulea, Allen) hsa beeceme of inasreesing inoorinaee

in [drna, NMontana snd Yeshington, the anly staleg {n the Uniterd Stntes
surmnrting ntabla pevrnlntinna, Growing demnnds of sportsasn 6n the fouw
mrame nenn 4o Domting, counled with o dacrenae in the numbers of ealmels
s mony eopges, neke 1% sozeniinl $hot ponsperent unolleios b developed
whielt +111 insurs sagalngt fotures dspletlon of $his big gome sneclas,

Since there is 1itile 1ife history snd ecologlenl iInferscsion arall-
adle on the geat, most of the questions bosring on its monngenment have
grns mmragwered, It is ke purnese of thiz invastigntion to provide 1ife
histery snd eeological inforustion $het orn Do used in the formulstion
of man~gement plang,

Thin stuiy was inldinted during the sumer of 1947 whon the Aestor-
atien "ivision of the Hontnans Fish nnd Gonme Yepartment avonsored s 1ife
hWirtery 2nd fred habits inveastignilen in the Bed Butts ares con the %eni
Pork nf the Sun Hilver, Hontans, Research waa econtinued in the same
locality =3 well an 4in the Dewn Creak-Seouth Porkt of the Teton Hiver naren
and the Aitterrent Benge n? ltnntane during the spring nnd svrmer of
1948, In Hay, 1949, a yeor's field wark wo2 begun in the S«lmen River

aren under the suspirnz af tha Ildnho Carnerstive ¥11411ife desenrch Unit,
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Tha rasults of this fowmati =tien are a step towned the aliimnte
rhicetive of obtaining ¢ ecrmlete uadersionding of the 1ife histery of
the mruntein gest, A& nnmder of echerneSeristio behavior natterns, sone
At wiinh pre of wlue to pontporant, ove deserided. Laoloriesl com-
neriesns of ranges parmibied neryfel deseription of &helr laportant
foatnren, snd intensive ohgervnitisns provided an opporiuvniiy to ewalunte
gemnr of the factors affeoting vreadueilirisy of the apeciss,
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There in p desrth of techniesl information on the nnuntaln gant,
ord the 201l amecund af intensize raasargh thet hnas been oeonductad to
Inas not permit 2 c~xviate 1ife hirtory deserirticn, Seten (1927),

in hiy “ivaa of Gape Anirclz, hos done the most complete job of describd-
ir» the onimni¥g eheterterlarsics mnd Ti0e history. ‘The Becla for bhie
pontrihat lon was namarnus nevannal ebseryationg end poenlicction of re-
norts of thogse thot hed fregurnied the prnt’4 habdlint,

Mitn Andevsen (1044) of tﬁn enrtment of Gape In the Ststs of
inghinsten veporied sn o pmewrinldyg poat atvdy that wag econdunted during
1917=1350 on grvsral of The dmnortsnt renges dn thet siste. Hie paper
ineluied infarmation on peadvetirity, derimating fnetors, =nd fand

hebite, ne wall as tntereating 14fe hintory notes, Cowen (1084) ob-

goryed goots An Jesver Mational Fark during 10873 and 1944, and reported

w number of intarastinge fonto an fard hnhita, varesitizetion snd
dlzenge, This study of the avecles was wort of & reconncisgance of big

geme ceniditions dn the nwevic, and fer ket reegan conaloted of oeansions]

ebacryatlone made in the epourae of an axtanaiva envarepa,

M




