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Tukudika eat mostly bighorn sheep it was
were they got their name Tukudika

Dr.F;ank Léonhardy with siL-/dents excavating a
Tukudika site down stream from Taylor Ranch

Tukudika subsistence living
Bighorn sheep meat comprised the
major protein source for the Tukudika
diet. Other foods included: Salmon,
Steelhead, deer, and riparian berries.
The Tukudika and the Lemhi Shoshoni
fished the Salmon River using jigs,
spear and weirs. Food harvested

Archaeological site testing at Big Creek

- The Tukudika lived in housepits, which were dome
shaped. The housepits were built out of red osier
dogwood insulated by hides of wild animals. Dr
Frank Leonhardy, and Ul students excavated
housepits down stream from Taylor Ranch.

during the summer was dried and put . * - ‘ Remnants of interwoven burnt red osier dogwood
in caches for winter months. Sheepeater Campaign of 1879 B were discovered. The Tukudika lived in these

The Sheepeater campaign of 1879, carried out by U.S. [-. housepits during winter and moved higher

troops in Big Creek against the Tukudika was brought about /4 elevations during summer.

by conflicts between the Indians and settlers. The settlers g

came into the region by discovering gold in Warren and

Boise city. The Tukudika surrendered to the troops after . ;_'i;pckgmund pickure, Tukudika pictograph down stream

four months June to October 1879 of the campaign. They from the ranch

were taken to Vancouver Washington then to Fort Hall S5ems -

Idaho the next summer. A private in the army summed the = L 3

campaign in these words “ So ends the never to be o a0 B

forgotten campaign of 1879. A number of animals made
useless, and men badly used up”( Roberts 1983). — ' e~




& 1 it
ftsn =p in-making bows from bighorn sheep horns for.ﬂnun‘tm The bows weré aﬁhlgwgg
'_Iy I;gd‘j‘,ér buffalo hunting. The bows were made fronT thé long horns,b'? o1derﬁms The ho
y.ld' average 18 to 24 inches long. Heat was applied again to make the hor‘hﬁ&ml pla
was yséﬁ' for the rise¥. ‘The bows averaged 44 in. length dF\#g rawhidé wds used to j

geth the'b er and lower limbs for strength. The glue wassmade.out boiled-shavif
eck s m The sorﬂ’h ﬁonedWas g&’mmm%d off qn used for glue (Dominick 1964). The aFrow shafts Were made from red
@ re Jusedffg‘“ thle points.-The Tukudika mostly hunted from blindssThese bIsz were built along ga
l’od‘ay;m jghorn sheep use the trails where tbfée bjmﬁﬁpyebml?




