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David  Lewis  came t o  b e  known a s  "Cougar Dave" t o  most  p e o p l e  
a n d  h i s  b a c k c o u n t r y  f r i e n d s  knew h im a s  "Unc l e  Dave."  By 
w h a t e v e r  name, Dave Lewis  w a s  a  u n i q u e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  t y p e  
of man a b o u t  whom f o l k l o r e  i s  woven.  Couga r  Dave s p e n t  a l l  
o f  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  w i l d e r n e s s ,  most  of  t h a t  
t i m e  on l o w e r  B i g  C r e e k  i n  c e n t a l  I d a h o ,  i n  wha t  i s  now 
known a s  t h e  F r a n k  c h u r c h - ~ i v e + o f  No R e t u r n  W i l d e r n e s s ,  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  t h e  U.S.D.A. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  H i s  B i g  C r e e k  
h o m e s t e a d ,  whe re  Dave l ived  t h e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  of  h i s  
l i f e ,  h a s  become t h e  T a y l o r  Ranch W i l d e r n e s s  F i e l d  S t a t i o n  
of  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I d a h o ,  a  f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  "qu in -  
t e s s e n t i a l  man o f  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s . "  

Dave Lewis  was  b o r n  i n  Wales  a b o u t  1845  a n d  m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  1 8 6 0 .  D u r i n g  t h e  Amer ican  C i v i l  War h e  
s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Union Army a f t e r  wh ich  h e  s p e n t  some t i m e  a t  
s e a ,  o n l y  t o  f i n d  " t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  s a i l o r  t o o  t a m e  f o r  h i s  
r e s t l e s s  s p i r i t "  (Cascade  News, J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 4 7 ) .  I n  1870  h e  
became a n a t u r a l i z e d  c i t i z e n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (U.S. 
Census  1 9 2 0 ,  Ye l l ow  P i n e  P r e c i n c t ,  V a l l e y  C o u n t y ,  I d a h o ) .  

Dave Lewis  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  d o n e  some m i n e r a l  p r o s p e c t i n g  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  Oregon  (Reddy 1 9 9 5 : 4 0 ) ,  t h e n  f o u n d  h i s  way 
t o  I d a h o .  He was i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  B o i s e ,  I d a h o ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
t i m e  of  t h e  Bannock -Pa iu t e  War w h i c h  swep t  t h r o u g h  s o u t h -  
w e s t  I d a h o  a n d  e a s t e r n  Oregon i n  1 8 7 8 .  Dave was  h i r e d . a s  
p a c k e r  a n d  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  Army u n i t s  de t a i l ed  t o  q u e l l  t h i s  
u p r i s i n g  ( P a r k e  1955  :42)  . A h a n d f u l  o f  r e n e g a d e s  f r o m  t h i s  
1 8 7 8  a c t i o n  e s c a p e d  i n t o  t h e  Salmon R i v e r  M o u n t a i n s  o f  cen-  
t r a l  I d a h o  a n d  b e g a n  m a r a u d i n g  Euro-American s e t t l e r s  i n  
Long V a l l e y  i n  1 8 7 9 ;  t h u s  b e g a n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  S h e e p e a t e r  
War, C a v a l r y  a n d  mounted  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  f r om Camp Howard (a t  
G r a n g e v i l l e )  a n d  B o i s e  B a r r a c k s  w e r e  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  q u e l l  t h e  
r e n e g a d e s .  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Army, Dave Lewis  was  h i r e d  as 
a n  ammuni t ion  c a r r i e r  w i t h  h i s  pack s t r i n g .  D u r i n g  t h i s  cam- 
p a i g n  Dave became i n t i m a t e l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  Chamber l a in -  
B i g  C r e e k  w i l d e r n e s s  w h i c h  was  t o  become h i s  l i f e - l o n g  home. 
H e  a l s o  became c l o s e  f r i e n d s  w i t h  h i s  Army c o m p a t r i o t s ,  es- 
p e c i a l l y  L i e u t e n a n t  W i l l i a m  C .  Brown who l a t e r  (as r e t i r e d  
C o l o n e l  Brown) w r o t e  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Sheep- 
e a t e r  War (Brown 1926)  . Brown's  h i s t o r y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n f  o r -  
m a t i o n  f rom Dave Lewis  i n  a n  e x c h a n g e  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  two  ( C a r r e y  1 9 6 8 : 5 6 ) .  



By t h e  m i d - 1 8 8 0 i s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 J s ,  Dave Lewis  h a d  
b u i l t  a c a b i n  i n  Goat  B a s i n ,  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  u p s t r e a m  
( n o r t h )  of  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  Goa t  C r e e k  a n d  l o w e r  B i g  C r e e k .  
Here  Dave h a d  a n  i r r i g a t e d  p a s t u r e  f o r  h i s  h o r s e s  a n d  b e g a n  
h i s  l i f e - l o n g  c a r e e r  as  a  b o u n t y  h u n t e r  f o r  c o u g a r ,  w h i c h  r e -  
s u l t e d  i n  h i s  cognoE:en "Cougar  Dave . "  An 1 8 8 8  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i -  
c l e  n o t e s  t h a t  Cougar  Dave L e w i s  was  l i v i n g  on B i g  C r e e k  a n d  
was p a i d  $64 b o u n t y  f o r  1 2  c o u g a r ,  o n e  b e a r  a n d  o n e  c o y o t e  
( I d a h o  County  F r e e  P r e s s ,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1888). A t  o n e  p o i n t ,  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  I d a h o  owed Dave $ 8 0 0  i n  b o u n t y  money.  I n  1 9 7 8  a l l  
t h a t  r e m a i n e d  t o  mark  D a v e ' s  o r i g i n a l  c a b i n  s i t e  on G o a t  
C r e e k  was a  w e e d - c o v e r e d  p i l e  o f  c h i m n e y  r o c k s  a n d  h a r d - t o -  
s e e  i r r i g a t i o n  d i t c h e s  ( H a r t u n g  1 9 7 8 : 1 0 1 , 1 1 7 )  . 
Dave a p p a r e n t l y  l i v e d  a t  G o a t  C r e e k  f o r  many y e a r s ,  a l o n e  i n  
t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  Some t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 9 s ,  
t h e  C a s w e l l  b r o t h e r s  became h i s  n e a r e s t  n e i g h b o r s  when t h e y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a c a t t l e  r a n c h  a t  C a b i n  C r e e k ,  a b o u t  n i n e  m i l e s  
u p s t r e a m  ( w e s t )  on B i g  C r e e k .  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 0 0  t h e  B u l l  
b r o t h e r s ,  E l i x  a n d  B i l l y ,  became c l o s e r  n e i g h b o r s  when t h e y  
s t a k e d  a  p l a c e r  c l a i m  a n d  b u i l t  a  s o d - r o o f e d  c a b i n  a t  P i o -  
neer C r e e k ,  a l i t t l e  o v e r  t w o  m i l e s  f r o m  G o a t  C r e e k ,  up- 
s t r e a m  on B i g  C r e e k  (Hendee 1 9 9 3 : 3 ;  F u l l e r  1 9 8 7 : 2 4 8  i n d i -  
c a t e s  s e t t l e m e n t  b y  t h e  B u l l  b r o t h e r s  i n  1 8 9 6 ) .  The P i o n e e r  
C r e e k  p r o p e r t y  was l a t e r  t o  become Dave L e w i s J  h o m e s t e a d .  
The B u l l  b r o t h e r s  d i d  n o t  f i n d  g o l d  a t  P i o n e e r  C r e e k  a n d  b y  
1 9 0 2  h a d  moved t o  t h e  g o l d  r u s h  s i t e  a t  T h u n d e r  M o u n t a i n .  
The C a s w e l l  b r o t h e r s ,  l i k e w i s e ,  h a d  e a r l i e r  moved t o  T h u n d e r  
M o u n t a i n  t o  f i n d  some of t h e  r i c h e s t  o r e  d e p o s i t s .  The Cas- 
w e l l ' s  s o l d  t h e i r  C a b i n  C r e e k  r a n c h  t o  J o h n  C o n y e r s  i n  1 9 0 2 .  
Dave Lewis  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  T h u n d e r  M o u n t a i n  g o l d  r u s h ,  
n o t  as a m i n e r ,  b u t  b y  p a c k i n g  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  m i n e r s  w i t h  
h i s  p a c k  s t r i n g  ( F u l l e r  1987:247-248)  . 
I n  1 9 0 8 ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  unknown a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Dave Lewis  l e f t  
l o w e r  B i g  C r e e k  t o  s e t t l e  on a  p r o p e r t y ,  l a t e r  known a s  t h e  
J e w e t t  R a n c h ,  on S l a t e  C r e e k ,  a t r i b u t a r y  o f  t h e  m a i n  Salmon 
a  few m i l e s  down r i v e r  ( n o r t h )  f r o m  R i g g i n s .  Dave r a i s e d  
h o r s e s  on S l a t e  Creek u n t i l  1 9 1 0 ,  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  l o w e r  B i g  
C r e e k  ( C a r r e y  1 9 6 8 : 5 6 ;  I d a h o  C o u n t y  F r e e  P r e s s ,  J u l y  6 ,  
1 9 2 2 ) .  Dave may h a v e  i n t e n d e d  t o  s e t t l e  on t h e  P i o n e e r  C r e e k  
p r o p e r t y  h e  h a d  h a d  h i s  e y e  o n ,  b u t  J o h n  a n d  May C o n y e r s  h a d  
moved o n t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1 9 1 0 ,  a f t e r  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  C a b i n  
C r e e k  r a n c h  t o  J o h n  R o u s t o n  a n d  O.M. A b l e s .  The C o n y e r s '  r a n  
c a t t l e  a n d  i m p r o v e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  b y  b u i l d i n g  a new c a b i n ,  
f e n c i n g  a n d  a c o r r a l  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s t o c k ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 
p a s t u r e - h a y f i e l d .  Dave L e w i s  a , p p a r e n t l y  moved b a c k  t o  h i s  
Goat  C r e e k  c a b i n . a n d  c o n t i n u e d  b o u n t y  h u n t i n g .  I n  1 9 1 8  t h e  
C o n y e r s '  moved b a c k  t o  C a b i n  C r e e k  t o  r u n  t h e  E l i z a b e t h  
B e l l i n g h a m  r a n c h  a n d ,  c o n c u r r e n t l y ,  Dave L e w i s  moved o n t o  
t h e  P i o n e e r  C r e e k  p r o p e r t y  (Hendee 1 9 9 3  : 3) . 



A t  h i s  P i o n e e r  C r e e k  r a n c h ,  Dave k e p t  a b o u t  a d o z e n  h o r s e s  
a n d  c o n t i n u e d  b o u n t y  h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g ,  a n d  became  t h e  
f i r s t  known b i g  game h u n t i n g  g u i d e  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  I n  
t h e  w i n t e r ,  when t h e  snow w a s  t o o  f r e s h  f o r  c o u g a r  h u n t i n g ,  
h e  w o u l d  r e a d  f o r  many h o u r s  a t  a t i m e .  H i s  p r o w e s s  as a 
c o u g a r  h u n t e r  a n d  b i g  game h u n t i n g  g u i d e  b e c a m e  w i d e - s p r e a d  
k n o w l e d g e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a p h o t o  o f  Dave w i t h  h i s  c o u g a r  d o g s  
a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  New York  T i m e s  i n  1927 ( F u l l e r  1987 :249 ) .  
A d e l i a  R o u t s o n  P a r k e  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Dave 
L e w i s  ( P a r k e  1 9 5 5  : 4 5 )  : 

" S e c r e t l y ,  I t h i n k  U n c l e  Dave w a s  f l a t t e r e d  b y  t h e  pub- 
l i c i t y  a n d  a c c l a i m  h e  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  i n  m a g a z i n e s  a n d  
n e w s p a p e r s ,  b u t  h e  w a n t e d  i t  t o  be t h e  t r u t h .  One w r i t e r  
d e s c i b e d  D a v e ' s  d o g s  a s  ' f e r o c i o u s ,  m a n - e a t i n g  c r e a -  
t u r e s , '  j u s t  t o  make g o o d  r e a d i n g ,  I g u e s s ,  but Dave was  
i r r i t a t e d  b y  s u c h  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  f a c t  . . .  I n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
o f  h u n t i n g  c o u g a r  h e  w a s  a s s i s t e d  b y  f o u r  t r u s t w o r t h y  
c o m p a n i o n s .  He c a l l e d  t h e m  h i s  ' f a m i l y ' :  O l d  J a c k ,  Young 
J a c k ,  W h i s k e r s ,  a n d  F o x .  ( T h i s  w a s  t h e  ' f a m i l y '  when we 
f i r s t  knew Dave .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s  h e  owned many c a n i n e s . )  
On t h e  t r a i l  o f  a c o u g a r  t h e s e  d o g s  w e r e  m e r c i l e s s ,  
n e v e r  q u i t t i n g  u n t i l  t h e y  h a d  it t r e e d .  Then  t h e y  w o u l d  
s i t  u n d e r  t h e  t r e e ,  h o l d i n g  t h e  q u a r r y  u n t i l  Dave a r -  
r i v e d  t o  s h o o t  i t .  T h a t  was  t h e  c l i m a x  o f  t h e  h u n t ,  a n d  
t h e i r  r e w a r d  f o r  l o n g ,  h a r d  h o u r s  on  t h e  t r a i l .  O t h e r -  
w i s e  t h e  d o g s  w e r e  j u s t  p e t s  - g e n t l e  a n d  a f f e c t i o n a t e .  
A p i c t u r e  comes  t o  m i n d  o f  U n c l e  Dave a s  h e  s a d d l e d  a n d  
p a c k e d  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  l e a v e  [ t h e  R o u t s o n  r a n c h ]  f o r  h i s  
r a n c h .  When a l l  was  i n  r e a d i n e s s ,  h e  m o u n t e d  O l d  B e l l e ,  
l e a d  r o p e  i n  h a n d ,  t h e n  l o o k e d  a l l  a r o u n d .  Here w e r e  t h e  
t w o  J a c k s  a n d  W h i s k e r s ,  c a v o r t i n g  a b o u t ,  b a r k i n g  e c s t a t i -  
c a l l y ,  glad t o  be s t a r t i n g  home,  b u t  n o  Fox i n  s i g h t .  
Then Dave c a l l e d ,  ' F o x , '  t h e  f i e r c e  t o n e  i n c r e a s i n g  w i t h  
e a c h  c a l l .  No r e s p o n s e .  F i n a l l y ,  h e  w o u l d  g e t  o f f  h i s  
h o r s e ,  p r o c e e d  t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  a i d  of a  broom 
r o u t  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  o n e  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  b e d .  T h i s  was 
a n  i n v a r i b a l e  p r o c e d u r e .  T h e  d o g  w a s  so a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
[ R o u t s o n ]  c h i l d r e n ,  h e  w a n t e d  t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e m ,  b u t  

Dave c o u l d  n o t  s p a r e  h i m ,  f o r  Fox  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  
c o u g a r  d o g s  h e  e v e r  owned."  

D u r i n g  h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  C o l o n e l  Brown i n  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  1879 S h e e p e a t e r  War, Dave 
recommended t h a t  a h e a d s t o n e  be e r e c t e d  t o  commemorate  t h e  
l o s s  o f  t h e  o n l y  s o l d i e r  d u r i n g  t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  P r i v a t e  H a r r y  
E a g a n .  C o l o n e l  Brown f o l l o w e d  u p  on D a v e ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
a n d  a  m a r b l e  monument was  c o m m i s s i o n e d  by t h e  War D e p a r t -  
m e n t .  The monument w a s  t o  b e  e r e c t e d  on  S o l d i e r ' s  B a r ,  a n  
a l l u v i a l  b e n c h  a l i t t l e  o v e r  t w o  m i l e s  down B i g  C r e e k  f r o m  
D a v e ' s  p l a c e ,  a n d  v e r y  n e a r  w h e r e  P r i v a t e  E a g a n  f e l l  i n  b a t -  
t l e  w i t h  t h e  r e n e g a d e  I n d i a n s .  I n  1925 t h e  300-pound monu- 
ment  f o u n d  i t s  way b y  f r e i g h t  wagon t o  E d w a r d s b u r g  ( B i g  
C r e e k )  t o  be p i c k e d  u p  b y  J o e  E l l i o t t  who h a d  b e e n  c o n t r a c t -  
e d  t o  e r e c t  t h e  monument .  J o e  E l l i o t t  w a s ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  



postmaster of the Clover Post Office at Elliott's Mile Hi 
Ranch above Garden Creek and mail carrier for the Big Creek 
route (U. S ,  Postal Arc-hives) . 
Joe Elliott used a block and tackle to load the monument on 
a large black mule named Dempsey who had been fitted with a 
special pack frame. There is no indication that the monument 
was off-loaded during transit, so the 35-mile trek down Big 
Creek to Dave Lewis' place was apparently made in a single 
day, Visiting Dave at the time was Harry Shellworth, a wild- 
erness enthusiast and president of Boise-Payette Lumber Com- 
pany, the predecessor of the Boise-Cascade Corporation. 
Shellworth later wrote (quoted in Parke 1955 :43-44) : 

"I happened to be at Dave's ranch the evening Joe arrived 
with the headstone. He [Joe] was unable to read the blue- 
prints and did not know how to mix cement. Dave was very 
much disturbed and asked me to go with Joe the next morn- 
ing and help him. We took the stone and cement to Sold- 
ier's Bar, unloaded it at [near] the point where Eagan 
fell. Dave went back to the ranch after helping Joe 
bring sand and water up from the creek. Elliott and I 
spent the rest of the day digging the foundation hole 
specified in the blueprint, and the next day started and 
finished the monument..." 

The monument is set atop a cone-shaped pile of native rocks 
and reads (Hockaday 1968 : 8) : 

HARRY EAGAN 
Private Co. C, Second Inf. 

Killed in action here during an 
attack by Sheepeater Indians 
on rear guards and pack trains 

of Co.'s C, second Inf., and G and 
D, 1st Cavalry 
August 20, 1879 

Dave Lewis was well known to politicians and early conserva- 
tionists. In December of 1930, Dave hosted Idaho Governor H. 
C. Baldridge's committee considering the establishment of 
the Idaho Primitive Area, which was the forerunner of the 
current Frank Church - River of No Return Wilderness. The 
committee included Idaho National Forest Supervisor S. C. 
(Charlie) Scribner, Harry Shellworth and other prominent 
businessmen from across the state, and was endorsed by Idaho- 
born U.S .D.A. Forest Service District Forester (position 
title now Regional Forester) Richard Rutledge. Governor Bald- 
ridge expressed his impression to the committee: "It was the 
wildest country I've ever seen . . .  Few, if any, areas of the 
United States offer the opportunities of this section for 
hunting and fishing." (Hendee 1993:3). The Idaho Primitive 
Area was established in 1931, an action which limited but 
did not preclude certain developments within the area. 



I n  1 9 3 3  J e s s  T a y l o r  met  Dave  L e w i s  w h i l e  t h e  f o r m e r  w a s  h u n t -  - 

i n g  i n  t h e  B i g  C r e e k  a r e a  a n d  t h e  t w o  b e c a m e  f r i e n d s .  P e r -  
h a p s  s e n s i n g  t h a t  h i s  l i f e  w a s  r u n n i n g  o u t  ( a t  a g e  g o ! ) ,  i n  
1 9 3 4  Dave a g r e e d  t o  s e l l  h i s  P i o n e e r  C r e e k  r a n c h  t o  J e s s  Tay- 
l o r  f o r  $ 1 2 0 0 .  Dave a n d  J e s s  T a y l o r  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e  j c i n t -  
l y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  r a n c h  i n  1 9 3 5  w h i l e  t h e  l e g a l  p a p e r s  w e r e  b e -  
i n g  d r a w n  u p  a n d  p r o c e s s e d .  F o r m e r  F o r e s t  R a n g e r  W a l t e r  A .  
E s t e p  ( S o u t h  F o r k  D i s t r i c t ,  1921-23)  was  e n g a g e d  t o  a c t  a s  
D a v e ' s  a t t o r n e y - i n - f a c t ,  Walt was  t h e n  a Ramey R i d g e  m i n e r  
a n d  l i v e d  on  a  b r a n c h  o f  M u l l i g a n  C r e e k ,  a b o u t  t h i r y  f i v e  
m i l e s  up B i g  C r e e k  f r o m  D a v e ' s  p l a c e .  I n  e a r l y  December  o f  
1 9 3 5 ,  Walt E s t e p  h a d  b e e n  a t  D a v e ' s  p l a c e  g e t t i n g  t h e  f i n a l  
s i g n a t u r e s  on  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  deed. Walt was  h e a d i n g  u p  B i g  
C r e e k  t o  g o  o u t  t o  C a s c a d e  t o  h a v e  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  r e c o r d e d  
when h e  was s h o t  t o  d e a t h  b y  F r a n k  L o b a u e r .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
Walt was  p h i l a n d e r i n g  w i t h  F r a n k ' s  w i f e  a n d  F r a n k  h a d  h a d  
e n o u g h  ( F r a n k  was  c o n v i c t e d  o f  m a n s l a u g h t e r ,  p a r o l e d  a f e u  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s ) .  A r e s u l t  o f  
W a l t  E s t e p ' s  m u r d e r  on t h e  t r a i l  was  a d e l a y . i n  r e c o v e r i n g  
t h e  d e e d  p a p e r s  a n d  d e l a y  i n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  
t h e  T a y l o r ' s  ( F u l l e r  1 9 8 7 : 2 4 3 - 2 4 4 ) .  

I n  J u n e  o f  1 9 3 6  Dave b e c a m e  i ll  a n d  knew h e  n e e d e d  m e d i c a l  
a t t e n t i o n .  Dan LeVan Jr (who w a s  t h e n  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d )  r e -  
members  t h a t  " U n c l e  Dave" r o d e  i n  t o  t h e  B i g  C r e e k  R a n g e r  
S t a t i o n  w h e r e  h e  was  l a i d  o u t  o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s a r y  
b u i l d i n g  i n  g r a v e  c o n d i t i o n .  Dan s a y s  t h a t  Dave. w a s  more  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h i s  h o r s e  t h a t  h i m s e l f  a n d  Dave  h a d  s a i d  
t h a t  h e  h a d  f a l l e n  f r o m  h i s  h o r s e  t h r e e  t i m e s  on  t h e  3 5 - m i l e  
j o u r n e y .  An a m b u l a n c e  a r r i v e d  t o  t a k e  Dave  t o  a h o s p i t a l  
(LeVan 1 9 9 6 ) .  A n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t  i n d i c a t e s  Dave  was  t a k e n  
t o  B o i s e  w h e r e  h e  w a s  h o s p i t a l i z e d  a n d  d i e d  o f  a h e a r t  a t -  
t a c k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y  a t  a g e  9 2 .  T h e  a r t i c l e  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  
t h a t  " h i s  m o u n t a i n e e r  a s s o c i a t e s  w i l l  c l a i m  t h a t  i t  was  a 
s u d d e n  d o s e  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t o o k  C o u g a r  Dave" ( I d a h o  
C o u n t y  F r e e  P r e s s ,  J u n e  2 5 ,  1936 ) .  A n o t h e r  s t o r y  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  Dave r o d e  o u t  i n  a r a i n s t o r m  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i s  
d e a t h  f r o m  p n e u m o n i a  i n  C a s c a d e .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  c o r r e c t  s t o r y ,  
David Lewis was a r e m a r k a b l e  m a n ,  w h o s e  s o l i t a r y  l i f e  a n d  
e x p l o i t s  i n  t h e  b a c k c o u n t r y  a r e  e q u a l  t o  n o n e .  A r c h a e o l o g i s t  
S h e i l a  Reddy q u o t e s  f r o m  t h e  ( B o i s e )  I d a h o  D a i l y  s t a t e s m a n ,  
J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 3 6 ,  "...He was  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r e s t .  T h e  t h i c k e t s  
a n d  v a l l e y s  w e r e  h i s  d o o r s t e p ,  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  h i s  a t t i c . .  . 
The  m o u n t a i n s  w i l l  m i s s  C o u g a r  Dave" (Reddy 1 9 9 5 : 4 2 ) .  

J e s s  T a y l o r  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e  s t a y e d  o n  t h e  P i o n e e r  C r e e k  
r a n c h  o n l y  a y e a r  o r  s o ,  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  B o i s e  w h e r e  h e  was  
a b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t o r .  H e  l eased  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  a number  
o f  y e a r s  a s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  b i g  game h u n t i n g  g u i d e s  o r  
o t h e r w i s e  h a d  a  c a r e t a k e r  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  r a n c h .  One s u c h  c a r e -  
t a k e r  was Tex  M a r t i n  who h a d  a w h i s k e y  s t i l l  a t  t h e  r a n c h .  
C o r n  a n d  s u g a r  w e r e  m u l e - p a c k e d  t o  t h e  r a n c h  a n d  t h e  f i n -  
i s h e d  w h i s k e y ,  i n  wooden b a r r e l s ,  w e n t  o u t  t h e  same  way 
( H a r t u n g  1978 : 102) , 



J e s s  T a y l o r  r e m a r r i e d  i n  1948  a n d  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  w i f e  Doro thy  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  b i g  game h u n t i n g  r e s o r t .  A new h o u s e ,  on a  
c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i o n  a n d  w i t h  i n d o o r  p l u m b i n g ,  w a s  f i n i s h e d  
by 1 9 5 0 ,  f o l l o w e d  i n  1954  w i t h  a  d u p l e x  f o r  h u n t i n g  g u e s t s .  
O t h e r  o u t b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  r e b u i l t  a s  t i m e  went  o n .  The Tay- 
l o r ' s  r a i s e d  hay  a n d  had  a l a r g e  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n .  I n  1 9 4 8  
t h e  n e a r e s t  a i r s t r ip  was a t  S o l d i e r ' s  B a r ,  a l i t t l e  o v e r  
two m i l e s  downs t r eam,  which  i s  n o t  v e r y  f a r  b u t  was n o t  a  
c o n v e n i e n t  p l a c e  f rom wh ich  t o  p a c k  s u p p l i e s  d e l i v e r e d  b y  
a i r c r a f t .  A p r i o r i t y  p r o j e c t  became t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  
a i r s t r i p  a t  t h e  r a n c h .  Jess d i d  s o  w i t h  two  P e r c h e r o n  d r a f t  
h o r s e s ,  a  s l i p s c r a p e r ,  a n d  a l o g  drag.  The  f i r s t . p l a n e  
l a n d e d  a t  wha t  became known a s  t h e  T a y l o r  Ranch i n  1 9 5 0 .  
A r e s u l t  of  t h e  a i r s t r i p  a n d  Jess T a y l o r ' s  l o b b y i n g  w a s  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m a i l  d e l i v e r y  by  a i r  a b o u t  1 9 5 1  w i t h  ser- 
v i c e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  many y e a r s  b y  J o h n s o n  F l y i n g  S e r v i c e  f rom 
M c C a l l .  The r e g u l a r  m a i l  s e r v i c e  a l l o w e d  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  
f r e i g h t  t o  b e  a l s o  r e g u l a r l y  d e l i v e r e d  b y  a i r .  The T a y l o r ' s  
r a n  a c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  h u n t i n g  camp f o r  e i g h t e e n  
y e a r s  ( H a r t u n g  1978 :  103)  . 
D u r i n g  t h e  deep w i n t e r s  o f  1964  t o  1 9 6 7  t h e  T a y l o r  Ranch was 
u s e d  b y  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I d a h o  as a base f o r  s t u d y i n g  cou-  
g a r s  by  D r .  M a u r i c e  Hornocke r  (What a n  i r o n y  t h a t  Cougar  
Dave h a d  u s e d  t h i s  p l a c e  t o  r i d  t h e  a r e a  o f  c o u g a r  a n d  Hor- 
n o c k e r  w a s  a t  t h e  same p l a c e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  comeback!)  . 
D r .  Ho rnocke r  s u c c e s s f u l l y  l o b b i e d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  
p u r c h a s e  t h e  T a y l o r  Ranch f o r  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  as a w i l d e r n e s s  
r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n .  The  U n i v e r s i t y  a c q u i r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  
1969  f o r  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  From 1969 t o  1982  t h e  r a n c h  w a s  l e a s e d ,  
d u r i n g  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n ,  t o  b ig  game h u n t i n g  g u i d e s  a n d  a l s o  
s u p p o r t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  1 9 8 2  t h e  h u n t -  
i n g  o u t f i t t e r  l eases  w e r e  t e r m i n a t e d .  Over t h e  y e a r s  t h e  . 
p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  was improved  w i t h  new b u i l d i n g s .  I n  1 9 9 0  a 
new c l a s s r o o m  was r e c o n s t u c t e d  f rom f o r m e r  g u e s t  q u a r t e r s  
moved i n  pieces by  h e l i c o p t e r  f r om t h e  f o r m e r  " F l y i n g  W 
Ranch" a t  C a b i n  C r e e k  (Hendee 1 9 9 3 : s - 6 ) .  

The F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  t r a i l  t h a t  e x t e n d s  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  o f  
B i g  C r e e k  c r o s s e s  t h e  T a y l o r  Ranch p r o p e r t y .  P e r h a p s  u n i q u e -  
l y ,  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  h a s  a r i g h t - o f - w a y  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I d a h o  f o r  p a s s a g e  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  (Krumpe 
1 9 9 4 ) .  The t r a i l  h a n g s  on t h e  s u n - f a c i n g  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  B i g  
C r e e k  canyon  w h e r e  1 0 0  d e g r e e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a r e  n o t  uncommon 
i n  mid-summer. Such was t h e  c a s e  when U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I d a h o  
P r o f e s s o r  Edwin Krumpe a n d  I a p p r o a c h e d  T a y l o r  Ranch on a 
h o t  J u l y  a f t e r n o o n  i n  1 9 9 4 .  L o o k i n g  down f r o m  t h e  t r a i l  I 
c o u l d  s e e  t h e  g r e e n  o a s i s  o f  t h e  i r r i g a t e d  h o r s e  p a s t u r e  
which  w a s  i n  s u c h  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  semi-desert t e r r a i n  o f  t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  m o u n t a i n s .  A s  I w a l k e d  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  i n t o  
t h e  c o o l  p a s t u r e  I c o u l d  f e e l  my e n e r g y  b e i n g  r e n e w e d .  I t  
w a s  e v o c a t i v e  o f  James H i l t o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  
t o  "Shang r i -La . "  



R e +  pg 2. perta:i.ni17u t m  Dave Lewis"?cabin" an Goat Crl-eel.::: The 
c3h:i.n w a s  an assumption 0.F John I-lartung, made duri.ny h i s  1978 
survey a+ B i g  Creed:: cultr.rr1-a1 s i%es,  based upon a p i l e  o f  r ocks  
and i r - l r i g a t i u n  di.tc:l-~es. Hartctrrg admi t ted puzzl.ement t h a t  he 
col-.rld I-lot +i 17d remai r 7 s  0 4  " t h e  cab in" ,  b u t  s t i  11 assumed t h a t  
nave had l i v e d  i n  a cabin.  I l a t e r  learned, i n  an i n t e r v i e w  
w:i. t t - i  Errlrni. t R n i ~ t s u n ?  t h a t  Dave had l i ved i r~ a t e n t  on Gaat 
c ,,.. rkl.::, .. .., r-iever.. ha i l  a cab in  there.  Emmit saicl "Dave never b ~ t i . l t  

a n y t l ~ i  I-lg. " Emrni t , w h i ~  c l i  scl I. a s t  September- a.iz age 91, knew Dave 
we1 3. , saj. d he was a:: dj. r t y  a persun a s  he has ever kr~own. "H i s  
o n l y  ac:c:as:i.or~ C n r  t a k i n g  a bath i s  when t ~ e  f e l l  off his; horfsie 
w h i : l . e  c,rc~s:a:i.r.tg B i q  Creed::", o r  someti-ring t u  t h a t  ef.+ect. Emcnit 
22al.ls ,k:.170 s t o r y  c2C Dave asC::ing Johrl Routsor-i Sr- t n  cut Dave"s 
hail1-, i n  which Ilave's; h a i r  was sn encr-I-rsted wj:th d i r t  that :  
John I-lad .lza wet Dave's hair- i n  o rder  t o  gel-. t h e  s c i s s o r s  
tl-~ror.~cjP~. I a l ~ s u  have recorded somewhere a ~ i t ( 3 r y  by dec:easeci 
I.JSFrS IJf+ i ce r -  I...avel 1.e Thampsun aba~.\C hiving a meal a t  Dave'c: 
p:l.ac:e wh i ch ,  i . 6  yar.\ d idn" llactc~h a t  it, wc~uld t u r n  your- 
s.t:c~mach. But Dave w a s  everyone's f r i e n d  and b a s i c a l l y  had a 
I 7 e a 1 ' . . t  ( 3 f  ga l  d " 




