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Index Numbers of Idaho Farm Prices
By

C. O. YOUXGSTRO~I·

INTRODUCTIO~

P RICE is the focal point in the exchange relation between pro<lllcers and
consulllers and as such is a guiding ;nf1tli::nCC in production. It is

through the expression of price that CDllSUl1l(:rs make known their demands
and it is in order to obtain this price or some <ttllicipatcd price that pro­
duction is undertaken.

The Idaho farmer producing largely for commercial channels is llloti­
\'ated by the desire for profit the same as would be any htisincS5 man or
industrialist. and. as a profit-seeking illcli\'idllal, he is constantly con­
frOIlted by problems concerning price relationships. The farmer is pro­
ducing for a market that is scycral 11l0nths--or with some enterprises,
such as beef cattle, several years~remo\'ed from the time he mUSI reaeh
a decision regarding the selection or combination of enterprises or possible
expansion or contraction of those enterprises already operated. To fore­
cast adequately changing price relationships and shifting trends in pro­
duction such as will influence the price of farm products at marketing
time, the farmer should !J;I\"C a\·ailahlc sufficient facts upon which to b.lse
his plans and his decisions. The Agricultural Outlook I is a helpful source
of information in this regard. The index and pri(·e relative series pre­
sented in this bulletin are designed to be of further assistance in analyzing
ami interpreting price relationships and trends of the principal farm pro~

ducts of Idaho,

KEEl) FOR 10.\1-10 FAlnl PRICF, I?\DEX
Ileretofore, whenever index lltunbcrs were adapted or applied to Idaho

conditions in an analysis of the price situation affecting Idaho farm
products the only resorts were to lise either the index series constructed
hy the United States Department of Agriculture relating to the United
States as a whole or the index series prepared by experiment sta.tion
stalts for other states, There are at least two serious objecllons to these
methods when used in connection with the analvsis of an Idaho situation.
This inadequacy is due chiefly 10: first. the fact that prices for either the
United States as a whole or for other states are not likely to be repre­
sentatin~ of Idaho prices; and, second, the relati\'e importance of various
products in the total or aggregate production is diffaent in Idaho than
for the cOlllltry as a whole or for other regions and, therefore, the weights
used in constructing the Idaho index Ilumher S<.Ties should he different.

Prices of the S.lllle CQllllllOdil\· react differellth· in different states
as they respond 10 such infhlcnce's as qualitr, sttliJhls or deficit pro­
duction, and distance from principal markets. United States or other
°Assisla'" F..con"mi." I,b.b" Agricuh"r,,1 E~pec;me", Su,ion,

'fhe aulhor wi_heo '0 aoknu,,·le.!ge 'he "",,,,,,,oe a"d ,"ool,,"u,ion "I Mr. J. fl. J3cohoo". 01
'he D;vi,ion of Cro~ :ond Live.~ock E";ma.'eo, t'nll~ SU'e.' ])c,..."me'" "I. Agc!oulturc. lurmcTI)·
A/rJ"lc"ltura' S'a",I1,"I~n Mil"'''''. l<ltlho, ,n '''I'"lymg ,"""me", dtl'tl ,,0..1 ,n 'hI< .,,,,1)'.

'Idaho ANCicuhu,al F:xperimn" Su'ion Ilun.";,, :\0, IAR, "1'1,,,,,in~ 'be Farm lI"ol"es. lor lhe
Vea< Ahud." Idaho Agcic"l'ural EXller""e", :"a'ton (",..c"lar :\"0. 6!. "A Re,·le,,· 01 lhe
A".,u,ao~' and 'fl",dt"••• 01 Ou,look S,a,emcnts'"



• IDAHO AGRICULTURAL EXPERIME:-lT STATION

state pflees would be expected to behave differently than Idaho prices
according to the extent of difference in the price influencing factors.
For example, California prices of wheat and potatoes probably would
show considerable variallcc with Jdaho prices for these commodities inas­
much as California is a deficit producing state with large intrastate
markets in obviolls contrast to the Idaho situation for the same products.

An adequate farm price index mllst be weighted according to the
relative importance of the various products constitllting the major sources
of income for the state or region whose price level is to be measured by
the index. The use of the Oregon farm price index weighted proportion­
ately heavily by dairy products or the United States farm price index
which includes items such as cotton and tobacco would involve more or
less error if Llsed to indicate the Idaho farm price level. To overcome
these objections, the index series presented in this bulletin as represent­
ative of Idaho farm prices and applicable to Idaho situations was COll­

st ructed. 1

INDEX NUMBERS AND PRICE RELATIVES DEFlNED
Index numbers merely represent average change frOI11 one period to

another expressed in per cent. When applied to prices of farm products,
as is done in this study, index nU1ll1x:rs indicate the change which has
hccurred in the average price of a gronp of items when ~'olllpared \0 the
average pri~'e ohtaining for those S<\lllC items during a selected base
period.

A price relati\'c is a pe,rcciltag:.: Lxpression of the ratio between the
price of a given commlXlity at one time and the price of the same com­
modity at a (lifferent time, The dif[ert.:nce hetween an index of prices and
a price relative lies in the facl that the former I'eprescnts thc price change
of a group of commoditie!' and the lattcr only one commodity. An average
uf the price relatives of a nll111her of prodllt"l5 would constitute all index
11l1mIJer representing prices of thuse items induded in the a\'crage,

COI\IPUTATION OF 1l),\IIO FI\I<1\1 [11<1('1-: ]1':l)I,:X SI':RII':S
Commodities Included

The following products havc hecn included ill the I(laho farm price
index: whe:l.t, oats, hark)'. alfalfa hay, dover seed (since Septel1luer,
1910), alfalfa seed (since July, lSlI2), ~l1gar beets, dry bealls, potatoes,
apples, rattle, hogs, lamb~, chickens, egg's, butterfat, and wool. These 17
prooucts account for the major lXJrtion of the cash income to Idaho
farmers, and, therefore, an index of the price paid for them should
represellt the state lcvel of farm prices \'cry accurately, According to the
farm income estimates made by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics,
United States Departmcilt of AgriclIhllrc, these 17 ('ommoclitics accounted
fur 95.7 per cent of the fa~h income to I(lalla farmers during the period,
1924-1930,~

·'S~cral """Iional in<lexc. rCprCllcnlinlJ dirrcrcnt arc"~ e' I<laho, u~inll" loricCll oolai"inll" in cach
"rca wdMhl<'li by ,he rcl",i"e imPOrlanc~ "f pr",luc" producc<.l in ,hc r~ll'eoo'i,·c area. ",iMht I.e
nmrC rClorCktl,;llh'c ,hall One indn. ""ri ... ler ,lie whel~ o'aIC. Deicet;"n. in the Idaho index
when applied to 1>Cct;<m' 01 Ihe .l3tc m,ght lie notcd li",il"r to thOlle c;ted in the 'c~t above bul
hI a "'\lch Imallor degree.

't'am, Valuc. GrOll Inceme, and Cash Income from Farm Productien. Idaho ""r>arate for year.
192~·l9JO. Ilureau of AilrlCuhuul t:""n"",k., United SUt... D<:fl"rtment of AMricuhurc.
The clthnate of the 8ureau ;ndmled ;ncM,e hom cah'c, and all"~1 ,hccl' whith "'crc not ;"duded
ill ,hc Idaho farm price index.



[~I)EX Nl;MIlERS O~· IIMIIO h\Rl\I PRICES ,
Selection of Base Period for Prices

Selection of th<.' j)mlx:r ha~e period f rom which changes in price are
measured hy index Iluml)('rs is an important consid<.'ration in their con­
..tmction, Car<.' !>hould he cxerci~ccl that. fir ..t. a norm...1 pcriod is cho<;en
whl'n price<; of lllMt nllllllloditic<; arc rclati\'e1y l'tah1c: SC("(lnd, il "hollid
he a 1c\'c1 towanl which i... c,'ident a tendcnC\' to retnrn hetwcen high
and low poin!'> o\·cr a IOllJ: period (If yca .... ;1 am!. third. thc jlurr1oS(" or
u~e of the index itself should influence the :;cla'iioll of the ha..l' period.

The period finally dL'Cided upon for the base for price:; wa:; January
IQIO to Decemher 1<)1-1, From the standpoint of nonnality, theS<' pre­
war years seemed be...t to fit the r('tjuiremenb. Prices during those years
ran along fairly do..e togethl'r with no wide divergences in relationship to
one another to cau..e any marked shifts in production or consumption.
In addition, judging' from a long time point of Yiew, there appeared
a tendency to return to the price rdationship~ which e..'\":istcd during- that
period as prices shifted from high to low leyels. From the .. tandpoint of
the purpo...e or usc of the price index series, the 1910..191-1 period fitted to
the best ad\'antage. The..e 'years have sen-ed as Ihe base in construction
of the Cnited State.; Department of Agriculture ind('x of farm prices as
welt as mo..t othcr :,tate indext">o then'by facilitating comparisons ....,-jth the
Idaho series pro,"idtd the ~me ha!-l' years are u~ed.

FurthemlOre, the price relationships exi..ting during the pre·war period
have played an important role in e.. tahli,hing- the goals of the .\gricultllral
,--\dju~tment program and IN.: of a similar period in comlnlcting Ihe Idaho
faml price index gives a means for an easier and more accurate evaluation
or analysis of the programs and po..,ibdilies of these programs as they
apply 10 Idaho Ihan otherwise would he a\'ailahle,

Price Series Selected

t f the inde.:\": numbers are to Ix reprcsentati\'e of the level of prices
paid famlers in the state. the oril!inal prices themselves must be reprc.
sentali,·e. It wOllld havc been impractical. and for many commodities, im­
po,,,iblc 10 haw starched through old rccord~, newspaper file~, and other
S()lIrc<.'~ of historical price data and constructed monthly price ~erics from
1910 to date for the 17 commodities included in the Idaho faml price
index. The L:nited States Departlllellt of Agriculture, through ih Di,'ision
of Crop and I.i\·e... lQck E::;timate... started collecting quotations on most
oi the major products of the state in t910:: and has continued the service
since that time. These price~ are collected the 15th of each month through
a system of price reporters from all >;('ction:> of the state, weighted by
production in those sections, and a state average price comptlted. This
method, combining as it docs variOllS grades, varieties, and qualities, gives
a composite price which is reasonahly stable and reliable.~ Therefore. the
Idaho 15th-of·thc-momh farm prices compiled by the Division of Crop
and Livestock Estimates have been used as representative of monthly
's..., discu. ion by O. C. Sline. Journal of ~'arm F.eonomiu. \'01. X\', :0;0.1. p.p. J~8.
'I'ri~e ....' for ""_ ~omn''''';h... ~..r' .. f ...rl~" a' 1908 and oth~u not unlll ... ft.... IQIO. Tht""

monlbl.r rrio... IhrouSh 19J~ ",~r~ l'ul,li.bt'd In lh~ t:nilcd St.1.I~ D~p.t."mnlt of A....ioullUrt
S,alllt,~a Hullft.n. No, 17. "1'T1~~' of ~'arm I'roduc:u R~f;vt'd bv Produce...:'

"Charltl ~. S..le: Reliability and Adtquacy of ~-aTlo Pri~t D...' .... 'United Stala O«larlment of
AIlT1CUlture Bullehn iSo. l~80.
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state price!> of Illost products ill constructing the Idaho f:trlll price index
and price relatives (Table II). For those comlllodities having incomplete
or insufficiellt 15th-of-the-month prices. $upplcmentary prices were ob­
tained or (:Ol1structcd from other sources (Sec appendix, Source of Data).

Selection of Weights
In order that an index number will actually rcpr('!'lCnt the price le\ c1

of a g-i\'cn area or ~tate. it is llecC!i':;ary to give or as"ig-ll weighb to the
\'arious commodities according' to their importance. The h6t llll'ans of
I11casllrin~ the rdati,'c importance of th(' differenl product-. 10 he combined
in the indtx number ie; hy the amounts :'-Old. L-sing amount" pTodncl,(! as
wo.:ighh would O\'crclllpha"ize tho>oe product:. uscd dirt."Ctly on the fanll
and underemphasize the pro<!ucb which art' actually wid and account for
the fann income, The procedure follmn:d in computing the Idaho f.:mll
pri('e index was 10 assilZll to eadl commodity a fiJ:llrt: rCl're~elllinJ! the
aH·r.lJ:C annual -..,lc durin)::' the IO-year period. 1<)23-1931 (Tahle III).
The ll1..:th()d~ for e~till1atinl-! anlfll1uts sold and :.QllrCe,. of data arc gi\'cll
in the appendix,

nlC year.. I<)'?,i·lt),l.! wt'rc u'-\.·d as the h.1X for ~d ...'(·tillJ: rCJlre~('ntatiH'

wcig'hh Ilo1rlly 1K.'(·atl~C more .:u!ctluate data for detennining' the (1l1antities
"Old wcre in-ailahle durinJ! thi~ period than for any earlier tllllC. 1).:lIa
on marketinl!~ arc ahno<;t wholly lacking fur the pre-war period ~ek'(·ted a~

a base for Jlrke~. From th(' !itandpoint of the expan-.ioll alltl important
shift~ that ha\'e takclI pla('e in produ(·tion :-illce that tillW. the pre-wilr
perind \\'011111 he unde:-irahlc for the :-denion of «,latin: WI,'ight~ In \,iew
of thc fact that it wali the aim to con~trllct all index nwa:<urlllg' pri('e
challf.:'~ in terll1~ of present farm conditions and hecause thi~ particular
period wa .. cOlllparati\'ely ~table and. thcrdore, would yield reliable an.~·

ragc~. it wa .. ('0I1duded It. the for weights the e:.tilllated annual a\·crag'e
markl'ting'~ dllring 11123-1932.

Formula Used
CQlu/l'lu/iQII of Idllho I"dc.!' Saies. There arc se\eral lllelhud~ which

might he mel! in compllling' index nl1lnhers, depending" larg"c1y upon Ihe
data a\'ailahle and thc lI~e to be ,made of the compuu:d ~cries. Tn thC
Fi:.her':. it(('a[ formula! would rC(lllire data on markdin!{s by lllnnth~ for
the cntire Jleriod covered by the index and these data arc ullaVail:lble for
Idaho. 11 was. therefore, necessary to usc a :.illlJllcr type formnla f,'om
lhe :'Iandpoint of data available. The L'llited States Departmcnt of
.\g-rkultl1re im1cx of farlll prices as well as most other statc in<1exc~

havc hcen an aggreg-ative Iype using' fixed base weig-hts and priccs.~ It
was thou!{hl advisable 10 use Ihe ~lllle type formula for ('onsl1"11l'ting" the
Idaho farm pl'i('c index in order to make il readily comp:trable wilh the
others. The indexes pre~ellted graphically in Fig-nrc 2 and Figul'c 3 and in
Tablc IV have heen t:olllJluted on this basis. An a<h'antag'c of all index
of lhis Iype is found in the fact that any change ill the index is p().,iti\'e

Pi)

'1r~;nJl ~';>hC'f'. Th~ Makin; of Ind~" "'um~... lIoughlon Mifflin C.,,1I1'0"Y.
.,.hi$ lH>t ;$ ~h..acleri ..", .. an .uretl.th·~ index .. i.h ,he IIcncu] formulo:

.. h~n Qo _ A,'~rall~ base ,,·cillh. or quantity
I'll - A,,~r.lc b,a.... p.ie~
P, _ (il\'cn monlhly "rie~:HQll



indication of a dmnge in price rather than merely a shifting III weights,
thlls making po~sihle comparisons between mOllths Oil the basis of price
mon'menl.

L:sing fixed h.be price.. and weights introduces two defects in the
Idaho farm price index :-eric~. In Ihe iirst place. norlllal seasonal ,·;ni­
ations in the price of fantl product:, ha\'c not heen allowcd for, and, as a
result, there i.. a tendellcy to !lct up in the index series seasonal oM:illmion...
corre~lxllldil1g to Iho~e of the major products compo:sing the index..\
second defect arise.. from the fact that 110 allowance is made ior vari-

7INDEX Nur.IHERS OF IDAHO " ..\R!\! PRICES

••
::1 1
"f- t
JOO

m~
2~01 ,
n~

~o~

l1~r

1)0'

12), -
'"
". 1
19 1920 L -192~ 19JO liJ~

Fi~. 1. Idaho monthly farm price inde~ numbers compared "ith indl">; number! for
the Slate constructtd by a second method (Type D), 1910-t934 (1910-1914:=100). Widl"r
fluctuation!; with more definite sea"Onlil ~mations may be noted in the se<:ond type
that in the first or Idaho inde~ number seriCli. (Data from Tables IV and \').

ation from lllonth lo month in tht.: weights as:;ij.{nc(l lo various nUll­
modities tlHIS o\'enveighting' ~ol11e t·Ollllllodities {luring certain months and
underwcighting olher:;,

COlls/ruc/ioll of Suomi Tyf'(' 'mho.r St'Ti,..~. .\ second type of index
l1umher l wa.s, then'fOl'c, (·{lllstTllct\.'d in all attelllpt to ('Qrreet these defects
'Ty)"" "I)'. u di..,,,,,,,,,,,l ill ." artk1~ by l.. 11. Hun ami 0, C. Sti~. "F""r TH>tl 01 h,rlu

N"ml",ra of ~'arm hi~~.:· Jouto.1 of lh~ An'~r;can Statistical Au""iation. \'01. XIX. l\~w
S~..eo No. 145. Th~ Ir~n~.al formula for thi. tyPe IS:

:E(Pi Q~m) wh~ll P; ... l'ri~~ ~;,·etl monthly
:E(I)em <'lcm) P~III fla"" llt;~~ for corr~pood"'8 month

Q~m ... lla.., wnght or quanUly for eor~pond;"J monlh
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and s\.'1.'ure a measure of the validity and reliahility of the rCg"ular Idaho
index numher series. i\lollthly base prices were computed by averaging for
each of the 12 months, the five corresponding months during the 1910­
1914 period. that is, the five )anllarys, the five Fcbruarys. etc. This
method of c1imiml.ling :;C;lsonal variation in price" is in:;lIfficicnt. hut it
does eliminate whatcHT \'ariation occurred during the IQIO-IQ14 period.
These prices ;lrc prc:>clllt.·d in Tahle II. :'I1onthly h..'''c weig-ht,; were con­
structed for each l"Omlllodity by laking the proportion which each month's
marketings for the 1923·1932 pcriCKI bore to the annual average market­
ings for Ihose ~'cars and applying that percentage to the annual weights
assigned each cOnlrnodity ior compmation in the fir:;1 type of index
number (Tahle III). (See appendix for method" of determining monthly
weights).

COIIIl'flrisQIl 01 till' T~.,o T-"I'L'S. The index number" calculated on the
basis of Ihe :;ecolld ty-pe fOnT1II1a are pre.:.ented in Table V and compared
with the Idaho fanTl price index (first type) in Figure 1. It Illay he
noted on Ihis graph Ihat while the two "eries portray the !><1.me ~eneral
movement of prices. bOlh a.. to time and din.:ction. there arc wider f1uctua·
tions and a more marked tcndell<'\' to di"tinct sea-.onal o,.;cillations in the
second type than in the first. The a\'erag-e numher of point:. the indexes
differt."(1 was 7,1 poillls as :-hown in Table 1.

'!'.\UI>I:: 1

ulrr('t'("t"...... III I'olnl~ l\ecwf'Cn lilah'll li'linn l'l'l«e h"I('"
"nd 111I1(',; ('()n~lrllt.'toNl b)' set...."'d .'It.''IhOCI (Tnlll' 0)

",-.r~ "Sumhn-or l),If~e ~~ If b,f1ft"ftK't ~"iiiMc-t of

," poiau. C_ Ia poiau. C- ia poiau. c.~

h' 'd 'd, .. "
, l! ,, " "
, "

,, " "
, "

,, ." "
, "• " "
, ", " .. , ..,, " "
, ", " '"
, .", " " • •••

"
, "

, "" " I. " • "
TOlal ~uml,..r of Caoe' ("omlhoce<! .,..
A"erage difference '" JOO Ob.ccva,ion•. Jan.. t910-l)ee. 19.14 7.!

S'aada,d Error (s._ v' (.~ ) 10.5

X-I

The stallilard dcviations nf the two munthly series wh....n cxpres~ed in
term:. {)f their respectivc means ga\'c coefficients of variation of 36 for
the first typc and 37 for the second. This supported the point ohscrvecl in
Figure I that fhtctuatiolls were somcwhat greater in thc secoll<l, or Type
D.

It wa:. for these reasons as well as hecause of the incrca:.cd accma....)'
when used in comparison with thc United States Department of Agn·
culture and most other state indexes that the first type was accepted as
the representative Idaho farm price index series.



I~OF:X ~lIMIlERS OF IDAHO FARM PRICES ,
PI~ESENT,\TIOX OF THE I:-.JDEX SERIES

The index of Idaho farm prices tO~dhcr with the variOllS sub-groups
making up that index arc pres<.'ntcd in Tahle IV, The produclS combine<!
in Ihe different groups arc a~ follow~:

,-Ill not's: wheat, oals, barley, alfalfa hay, clover seed, alfalfa seed,
dry l>eans, sugar beels, pOlatoe~, and apples.

Grains: wheat, oats, barley.
Frcd crops: wheat, oats, barley. and alfalfa hay.
Fruits and '1.'egetables: potatoes and apples.
Other crops: c1o\'er seed, alfalfa seed, dry heans. and <;ugar lleeh.
Li'l'esloc/... alld li'l'cstock prodlfcts: cattle, hog:.. lamh;o;, wool, (·hickens.

eggs, and bUtierfat.
.11cot o,.i",als: cattle, hogs, and lamb~.

POldtry prodllcts: chicken:. and eggs_
Doirj' products: butterfat.

The Idaho All·Products Index

The general level of Idaho farm prices fluctuate<! closely around the
le\'el of 100 per cent from 1910 until IQ15 during which time Ihey ap­
peared relatively stahle (Fig. 1). Late in 1915 the unsettling conditions
developing out of the \\'orld \Var gave rise to influences which pushed
the price le\"el rapidly higher. By ~pring 1917, strong grain prices ac­
companil'd by high potato price", with both commodities heavil)' weighted
in the index resulted in the fir",t wartime peak followed by some recession
although the general movement was upward until ),101)', 1920. From this
all-time high level, prices broke sharply declining from the peak of 294
per cent of pre-war to 117 in 12 months. Gradual reco\'er)' from lhe
post-war depression period hrought the index lip to around 160 during
1925 when short crops of wheat and potatoes ad\'anced prices for those
commodities, Beginlllng early in 1930 prices broke downward, as the
general deflationary forces of the recent depression period began to make
themselves felt; and l>efore the end of the year Idaho farm prices had
dropped below the pre-war le\'e1, The low point for the enlire period 1910
to <late came in rebruarr. 19331 whell the Idaho farm price inde.x stood at
45 per cent or less than half of the pre-war level. Since that time, factors
working toward a general recovery ha\'e stimulated pri('es hringing- the
Idaho index tip to 90 in Decemher. 1934.

Crops and Livestock and Livestock Products
Indexes for the two groups of products (I) crops and (2) livestock

and live:.tock prO(lllets which combine to form the all-products in<lex arc
shown in Fig-me 2. It ma}' hc noted that while both the crop and livestock
series rUIl g-cllerally tog'cther there are certain marked diflerem:cs. After
fluctuating to !lome extcnt in opposite directions during the pre-war ba~c
perio<l, average prit.'es for crops and tivc",tock mo\'ed upward to/{ether at
about the "",me rate during the carly stages oi the \Vorld War. The li\'e­
",tock index <lid not reach the extr('me heights allained by the crop index,
for livestock pril'('~ tended to rcmain close to the le\'el of 200 pcr ct.'lIt
'Pr'cr. u,,,d ill ~'""""clin~ Ih.. indn nr" 1'011.....01 "" Ih" lSlh of rach """'lh.
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of prc~w3r while crop prices soared to a high of 375 per cent. Livestock
prices be!>'311 to develop :>Ircngth following the po:,l-war decline which
affected similarly the pricc!i of all product:.. This :,tronger tendency carried
li\'c::itock prices upward when :onch factors as favorable clem.1.ud. influenced
by a high level of industrial activit)'. and decreased live~lock production,
re~lIlting from low point:. in the cycles of catain kinds of live:otock, COIll­
hined to "upport livestock prices in general. The (1l'pre...,ion period hrought
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"il(:. 2.-Idaho month1r flum prict indr:o: numbc~ compared with indtxn for (I)

croP! :lnd (2) li\"estock and li,'t;otock products, 1910-19J~ (1910-1914=100). nuctua­
Iloll! in the crol) imll'$. h::l\·e been of j(ft'3tt'f m::lj(nitum th3n with li\'~tock. (Data from
Table IV).

lite ascl:llding tendency or livestock prices 10 a hah, lurning" il ahruptly
ill a dowllward direction as (!cm:tnd weak<;ncd and pro(IUCliol\ C)'de~ passed
their low poinls and moved upward.

Average prices of crops did not rccoycr quile so rapidly as li\·estock
prices following the 1920 decline. hUI with short wheat anc! potato crops in
1925 the index advanced 10 its peak since Ihe war period, During the
next four years crop priccs gradually worked lower and in 1930 were
carried sharply downward along wilh all olher prices a.. the deflationary
influences of the depre~5ion period 1x."Came acti\'c.
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Levels of Farm Prices in Idaho and United States Compared
COll1pari~on with Ihe gellcrallc\"cl of farm prices for the L:nitcd States

as indicated hy the L1nited Stale:; Department of Agriculture index is
gi\"en in Figure 3. There is apparent a high degree of similarity between
the two indexes for the most part. Idaho farm prices rose faster and
farther during the early war I>criod and attained a greater heighl at the
peak lhan did United States ann prices. These developments a" well as
the slight lag of Idaho prices nUh:d in the po,.,t-war dL"Cline could he at-.. ---­
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Fig. J.-ldaho monthl} farm price indu numbtrs comp.areU with the United Stat~
farm price index, 191O-19J4 (1910-1914=100). In a surplus producin,i( region such as
Idaho removed considerable d~~tance from lar/o:e markets, prices may fluctuate mOff than
in deficit ar~as. (Data from Table IV; 19JI Yearbook, United States Departmcnt of
Agriculture, p. 1020; and recent issues of thc Agricultural Situation, United StalC!lo
Dep;Hlmcnt of Ai\riculture).

trilmtec1 to the prepondcranre in the Idaho index of heavy weights for
wheat, potatoes and other :-taplcs. The low point of early 1933 rmnc in thc
!>amc month, February, in hoth indexes, but Idaho farm prires sank fivc
points helow the United States average. Five points difference would not
have Illllrh ~ignifical1ce at higher 1c\·els, but in February, 1933 five
points constituted a spread comparable to 20 points difference during the
war period.

These wider fluctuations in Ihe Idaho farm price index are character­
istic of tho~ mea:;ures of price changes applying to surplus producing
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regions localed at con<;iderahle dislance from market, a situation de­
scripti,"c of Idaho. Charges for distribmion lag behind commodity price
changes thus ab~rbing a e;m.tller proportion of rising prices and an in­
creased proportion of de-clinillg prices. In a st.ate like Idaho where such
charges, because of distance from market are proportionately high, prices
rise relatively higher and drop rclati,·ely lower than in sections where
the distribulive costs are proportionately less, Farm prices in surplus pro-­
ducing areas may de-cline farther than in deficit producing areas where
the lower level in unfavorable years approaches the distributi,-e costs for
the deficit region, Idaho produces a surplus beyond domestic requirements
of lIIost major agricultural commodities whereas Ihe Cnited States aver­
age farm prices represent a mixture of price reporh from surplus and
deficit areas,l

PURCHASIi\C POWER OF ID,\J10 F.\IOI PRODUCTS
The farmer's chief concern is the relationship of his selling prices and

costs rather than whether thc priccs he receives are on a high or low
level. There is no a(h'anlage to the farmer if, when Ihe price of farm

.. r------,-----,----,-----,----,UNI
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Fig, 4.-Ratio or prices paid by farmers for commodities boujtht to farm prices
recehed by Idaho farmers for producu !'Old, 1910-19J~ (191O-1914=1()(), Durinv: the
\lar pt'riod prices were fa\'orable to the farmer, but in recent )'cars the rcl:l.tioru;hip has
bec'n unfavorablC'. (Data from Table 1\'; and the :\lI;ricullural Situation, June 193~, 'Vol.
18, No.6, United States ncp,:utment of ,\gricullure.

products is high, the price or ,ost of cOllltllodities purchased by him is
also al a rclali\'c1y high level. In Olher words, it is the ratio I,etwecn these
IwO k,'c!s Ihal determine!> whetha the position of the farmer is generally
fa\'orahlc or 1111fa,'orah1c. Figllre 4 has heen conslrncted showing Ihis ratio
or purchasing power of Idaho farm products since 1910 (Table VI). It is
simply the index of pricc~ receivcd by Idaho farmers dh'idcd by the index
of prices paid for commodities used by the farm family in production and

'ldUo MI _ :lion. that ..., ddicil .r..... for .....I.in rornrnoditi.... boll Ihe Ilale "'" • wh"k
tt clc:finildy urpllli pt'Odueilll .,....-,,,,-
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living. I Both of these indexes are constructed wilh the pre-war period as
a base equaling 100. Thi" means Ihat whenever the relationship between
prices paid and tho~ received by farmer!> was the ~ame a" existed during
Ihe pre-war period. Ihe ability of Idaho fanners to exchange their pro­
duclS for needed commodities stood at 100. The pre-war period gave no
particular advantage to agricuhure (j\-er other industries. It was a period,
however, of relative "tahility. when fanners on the whole were ahle to
pay for their fanns and maintain a rcasonable "tandard of Ji\·ing.

To attain this pari I)' or equality of purchasing power for agricuhure
was on.:: of the aims of the Agricultural Adjustment .\ct p,a~sed in in \Iay
j933 when it was declared the policy of congress "To establish and main­
tain .... prices to fanners at a lc\-c1 that will give agricultural com­
modities a purchasing power with respect to articlCS that fanners buy,
cCluivaknt to the purchasing power (If al{ricllitural commodities in the
base period. The base period ..... (except tobacco) shall be the pre-war
period, .\Uguiot 1909-July 1914:':l

_\fter maintaining a lc\·el close to 100 during the hase period, purchas·
ing power oi ldaho faml prooucts improved to a marked extent during
the World \\·ar to be followed by an ahrupt decline in 1921. Since then
tlwre have been but two vear!l. 1925 and 1926. when Idaho farmers
enjoyed parity or better..\!though 1933 for the entire vcar shows im­
p«wcment over the year earlier, it wa" in February 19j3 that the low
jloilll in the mOllthly ratio cxTlirred when purchasing power of Idaho farm
PWdl1..:ts stood at 45 per cent of prc·war.

PRICE HELATIVES OF ~IA lOR ID.\HO .\GRICULTURc\L
Wheat PRobuCTS

The a\'erag-c prin: of wheat in Iclaho dming- the pre-war period moved
in dose accord with the g"eneral mo\'ement of all farm products indicated
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FiJ:. 5.· Monthl\ prict rclati\"~ of wheal and Idah" monthly farm Ilrice index, 1910­

IQJ4 (19tO-t9t-4=I()O). The rd1ti\"e pric.. of wheal has been gradually working lower
sioct t92;. (Data from Tab~ I\' and \'111).

lTbc AlI~ic"hu.~t $i...:\I;ou. fohrua~). 19j5. \-01. 19. ,<'.~. l"n;'cd S~t.. o.,pUlmctlt of Al(ricuhll,e.
Th,. ,ode" "f fillO'ioa and hv;m:: COS'_. ctIaIpr~ by Ihe 8u~nu of A'..all.....1 i::conomoc••
I' .. 'tt'<! Sla... ,., ......t of Aa..coltu~e, ~cvreM'DU .'·'""'lIe prica r-,ad by b.tI1Cl"5 f .... the
c",,"~y as a w c.

*l1o<l: Aa.in,hunJ Adjl&5t1BCD1 .\e!. II. R. JSJ5. S«tioa Z. P5raa~.rb (I).
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hy the Idaho farm price index (Fig. 5). Beginning with the early years
of thc World \Var wheat prices rose C\'etl more rapidly than other fann
prices in Idaho. With priccs sustained at these higher lc\'cls until the post­
war period, wheat production was accorded a more favorable position
than all products. During 1921, 1922, and 1923 wheat once more flltctu­
ated in dose harmony with all farm prices, hilt the short world supplies
in 1924 hrought wheat prices to a relatively higher !c\'cl than the average
of all prodllcts. This advantag-e last/;'d approximately two years btlt was
finally O\'ercol11c hy increased production in the l;nited States as well
as foreign producing countries in the face of {leclining demand and re­
duced takings oy importing countries. The situation was further ag­
j::'ravated <luring the depression years of world-wide economic chaos
through erection of trade barriers hy many importing countries dfccti\'e1y
limiting United States exports ane! causing increas/;'d carry-overs. These
adversc factors have maintained the price of wheat generally helow the
averagc of all farm products in recent years. Beginning- with the po~t-war

high point in 1925, there has been a notable downswing in wheat prices,

Oats
The rclati\'c pri,!; of oats has moved along fairly close to wheat and

when compared to harley there i" rcmarkable similarity. H('l'all~e of thc
•. r----.:--'-----.:--r----,-------',-----,".",
""f---+---l..---+---lf----1

19IO 19~ ~20 192~ I'no 193!1
t-ig. 6.-Monthly price relatives of oats and Idaho monthly farm price indu, t910­

1934 (1910-1914=100), The relativc price of oats has folloll"cd the a\'erage price of
all products fairl}' c1osel}'. (Data from Tables 1\1 and X).

l'Ol1lf>etitivc nature of these two feed crops, close relationship betweell
their prices is to he expected, The average price of oats followed ahout the
same le\'('l as the average of all products until after the post-war decline
(Fig. 6). Since that tillle except for seasonal high point:; the price of oats
has averaged relatively lower than all products, This relationship might I)e
attrihuted p..,rtly to the shift in demand for this grain as a result of re­
duced numbers of horses on farms,

Barley
Barley prices, except for seasonal variations, f!uc\tlaled in a rather

narrow range around the average level of prices received for all products
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from 1910 to as late as 1925 (Fig'. i). For lhe next 10 ycar~, omitting
a period in 1932 whcn short feed supplies as a result oi drought ~Irellgth--r'" ,,,,, .. ""'« ,,,,,., ."" ,,,~""'~ ""I'"
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FIfI i. :\Ionthly prict' ",bti\~ of birork) and Idaho monthly farrn pritt lIxkJ:. 1910.
193~ (1910.191.=100). Bark} Jlr~ haH' mo\-ro ~imjbrl) to odwr l!1'llill$, particularl}'
03115. (O:ua from Tabb 1\' and XII),

g-enernl price level of all Idaho farm pnKlucts, .h with oats, a product
who~ relati\'e prices arc remarkabl~ similar 10 th05C for harley, this
relationship can be attributcd partly to the relatively increased production
of grnins togelher with fewer horses on iann!', and, until the late twentic~,
down~wings ~n the production cyclcs for some of the other major li\·c­
stock enterprises.

-f=+-
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Alfalfa Hay
Hay prices as mcasured hy the rclatiH'; price of alfalfa hay reached two

extreme peak:> dllring the war period followed by the decline experienced
b)' all commodilies (Fig. 8). If the ~l'a~onal flltctuatioll~ were reltl()\'ed
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fil(. 8,-Monlhly price relath'ts of alfalfa hay and Idaho momhly farm price index,
1910.1934 (1910-1914=100), Sharp advanct!'i durinJ:( the W:lr period lOok ha}' prices
hil!he.r than all product5. (Data from Tables IV and XIV),
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from the price relati\'c since 1921. the cmve woulcl Ix: maintained rather
constantly at a level 125 per cenl of pre-war up to the depression period.
During' the recent period of deflation, hay pri~es held up somewhat bet­
ter than the average of all products. remaining abon.' the pre-war le"el
until 1932.

Red Clover and Alfalfa Seed
Except for twO lxriods sinl'l.~ the pre~\\'ar year., the rdati\(' priCl"

of red don:r "ecd and alfalfa ~ced h.we fluctuated do-.e togcther (Fig. 9
;::,r----------~-------------'------,
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Fill_ q,_ Monlhl~- price rt'lath"es of rf'(1 clon'r !«d aDd Idaho monthly farm Ilri«:

indu. 1910-19J" (1910-191-4=100). Ckwu !«'Ii b~ed bf,hind all produ(u; durinjt the
war ~riod ad,'ancc. From 192610 1930 c1o\"tr~ "as relalivdy hij:her lhan all pro­
duct!. (DatI from Tables IV and Xn),
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and Fi~" 10), \lfalia ~cd price,> laggt."(I<'·ol1:-id..:rahly lk:hind dll\'l'r in Ihe
advance during" the war period..\ short l"nited Stales crop nf elmer
~eed in 1'116 ~tillllllaIL'{1 price,> for Ihis crop. while al the sallie tillll' ~n111e·
what larger Ih,,"m ,l\-cra~e ("WI»- were holdil1g" dowll "rin'.. (If alfalfa
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Fig, IO.-Monthly price relati\'e!' or alfalfa seed and Idaho monlhl>' farm price
index, 191().19J4 (1910-1914=100). During most of the dcpres.s.ion period alfalla price5
have been relalively higher lhan all produet~. (Data from Tables IV and XVIII)"
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...eed. Prkes for Ix)(h :.eed ('WI)., wcre slow in moving upward during Ihe
gcneral war*lime ach-ann' ill the Icvel of all products, Imt both rose to
high points in excess of the all-products average. The fa\'orable reaction
of c1O\'er "ieed prices to Ihe k"s than average crop of 1926 placed that
commodit~· in a rdativety better po;,.ilion than eilher alfalfa seed or the
a\-cragc of all product:>. bllt during the reo.:nt depression ~'ears, alfalfa
seed hal' held lip to a hetter advantage.

Sugar Beets
The scasonal pric<.' rclati'"e of ..uJ.'3r I~'h when compafl'd to the index

of all pro<!m'h shows the typical relationship for contracl crops (Fig. II) .
.\fler moving along c1o:.dy p..1.ralld IIntil 1C)14, the price of sugar bl:ds
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fo'ig. II.-Susonal pricc rebth'C!' or ~I,l~ar bftts and Idaho mODth!)' farm price indes:,
1910-1934 (1910-1914=100). Supr bftt prkcs ad''1lnccd more slol'ly than an producu
during thc war period and hl"c declined more s1ow1r ~na 1919 (Dala from Tablc!;
1\' and X.X).

laggt.'(\ behind the rise in the a\'erage of all prices during the early stage:,
of the war period. The advance in sugar beet prices nOt only was slower
but also stopped short of the le\'e1 reached by all producb and then de­
clined morc slowly during thc post-war years, In the recent period of de­
clining prices, sugar beet prices, although moving downwards. have main­
tained Ihe characteristic of contracted crops and declined more slowly
than the avcrage prices of all cOlllmodities.

Beans

Bean prices, as indicated hy the relall\"c price of beans, correspond
vcry closely to thc average farm pri('e of all produClS during lhe pre-war
period (Itig, 12). [n 1917 the peak price for beans was rcached to he
followed by a drop during the next Ihree years which ended below the
pre*war level. The increasingly fa\'orable prices during the 1926-1929
period, whell compared to the a\'erage farm price of all products, con­
tributed to Ihe expansion of :KTeagc <Ic\'oled to beans. This larger acreage.
with Its increased production, was one of the factors which partly ac-



" IDAHO AGRICULTURAL EXPERlMENT STATION

counted for the dechne of hean prices during the depression years. This
decline preceded that of all products and also took bean prices to lower
Inels.
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Fig. Il.-,-Ionlhl)' price relativt5 of dr} beans aDd Idaho monthl}" farm prN:e indtll,
1910-1934 (1910-1914=100). SineII' 1929 ~n prices for the most part ha,"C' bftn
relati,"tl) ks5 favorable than I)~ of all products. (Data from Tab\e; IY and XXII).

Apples
The an~rage price of apph.· .. in Idaho ;t;; portrap:d by the curve of

rdati,'c prices (Fi~. 13) doe-. not correspond closely with the average of
all prodllcb after the pre-war years. In 1919 and again carly in 1920 apple
prices advanc(,"(! in rcspon..e to Idaho crops and war-time influences, but
only in 1919 did they exceed the all-product;; inde..... The relatin~ price of
app1e!l !!oince that time, except for a short period in late 1920 and 1921,
has hut occa!!oionally !X.'ell l'qual to or ahon~ the price index of all product..
and then onl) at ..ea-.onally high peak;,. In other words, prices rL'Ccivoo
in rl"(:ent )ears for apples h."t\c not heell a" favorahle whell compared to
prices received for all collllll(xlitie.. a.. Iho'>C enjoyed in the pre-war period
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Fig. 1..1.' Monthly Ilrice rclaliVl'!! 01 apple!! and Idaho monthly farm price index,
1910-1934 (l9tO-1914=100). SilK" 1921thr rclat1\'e price of apples has only occasionally
Oel.'n equal to the avera!.:e of all Ilrnduct5. (Data from Tabll'S IV amI XXI\').
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Potatoes

Potatoes arc a commodit\· with an incla..tic demand, and, as a result.
~mal1 crops hring very high 'prices and large crops c.xtremcly 11l1fa\·orablc
prices. Farmer:. have generally incrca:;ed or decreased their plantings
accordingly as their returns from potatoes in the previous year have been
fa\·orable or unfavorable. This in itself has tended to accent the extrcme
fluctuations evidcnt in thc price relativc for potatocs (Fig. 14). The
year to year price fluctuations in potato prices arc prohahly more violent
than in any other major crop. During the war period two short crops
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Fi,-. I....-Monthl)" prier n'1ativ~ of potatocs and Idaho monthly rarm prier inck:l,

1910-1934 (1910-1914=100). t::lttcmr iluctuations from yean of short crops to )"rars of
Iargt' crops chara(lt'riu potato pritt« (Dala from Tables IV and XXVI).

hrollght extremely high prices. The fa\·orahle prices of 1925 and 1926
Clll"otlrag-ed plantings and ill 1928 a heavy yield on the expanded acrcag(·
,·omhined to bring low rctl1rns. The rC;lction in 1929 was to reduce pru­
duction and relatively favorahle prices wcrc secured. ,\n unusually poor
sea..on in 1{)33 resulted in potato prices rising above the average of all
pmdl1cb as lIlea"llrt:d hy the Idaho farm price index.

Cattle
The cydical character of the caltle industry i.. well illl1:.trat('d in

Figurc I S. showing the price relative for can Ie in comp,arison to the all
product" index oi Idaho farm prices. Generally the cattle cycle mns
abollt 1$ or 16 years from one peak to the next or from one low point 10
the ncxt. Thc..e crcles develop as the result of a series of cOllll<.'Cting­
('vcnts or relationships. as follows: with low cattle nlllnhcrs, hence small
"l1pplics of bcef, prices advance; the rdati\·e1r higher prkes favor ex­
p..1.11sion of production and 1lI1ml>er;; il1l,:reasc cau~ing prit::cs to decline;
low returns influence a shift to fewer numbers and the cycle is completed
rcady 10 start again. Twice during the period since 1910 cattle prices have
heen advanced to a point of relative advantage on~r the .werage prices
rect:i\'ed for all product:. ami hoth time.. as a re:.ul! of Inw callie numbers.
These were ill IC)U-1914 and again ill 1928~192C). TIlt: ad\'antageous
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"'ig. H.-Monthly price relative!! of cattle and Idaho monthly farm price indu, 1910­
1934 (1910-1914=100). Cattle number! reached a low point in their production cycle
in 1928 hl'lpinl: 10 "ring callie prices above the index oi all products. Since then cattlt
numberll have betn increasing. (Data from Tables IV and X.XVIII).

po~ition of the callie industry in this prc~war period induced expansion
and a high point in numher" for the Gnited Stales OCCllrm:! in jC)l8.
Although cattle prices ad\anccd along with other ("Omm(xlities during the
waT timt', they were prevented from rising as high as the an:rage price of
all prodllch 1x'C3uSt' of the increased supply. The unfavorable r.... lutian
hetween callie prices and the 3\'crage of all products was maintained until

a,
"
'00

after the period of liquidation and adjustment of the next few yenrs
brought numlx:rs to a low point in 1928. This factor combined with
favorable demand as it result of increased industrial acti\'ity to strengthen
callie prices and advanced them to a faxorable position once more. Since
the low point in 1928, cattle numhers han~ been increasing,

Hogs
Hog prices ad\'anced along with the a,'crage of all faml product,;

during the war and then receded to approxim.ately the prc-war len~1 fr0111
1921 to 1924. Following this low point hog prices rose and ha"e continued
fairly close to the an'rage of all products as measured I~' the ldaho farm
price index. lIog prices mo\'e in cycles of from 4 to J years in length,
Typical of these cyclcs is the one running from 1924- to 1928. The low
price period ending in 1924 resulted from increased lIumbers. Unfa\'orable
returns in this period caused producers to reduce the hog population and
priccs moved upward reaching a peak in 1926. With favorable prices as
the result of small production, numbers were increased and prices receded
10 a turning point about 1928, when another cycle cOlllTllenced and prices
started gradually upward to be halted by the deflation of the depression
years. The cyclical price movement tends to be obscured by \'iolent price
decline of this latter period, but numbers of hogs after reaching a low
point in 1930 increased for the next two years turning downward again
in 1933.
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"ill". 16.--MonlhIy price rclath'('t of ho~ and Idaho monthly farm price index. 1910.
1'l,{4 (1910,1914=:100). HOj:: prices mo\'c in eyell."'< "ith rN:tnt lleak$ O('currtinl: in 19!6
and 1930 ""hen prices for h0I:S were rdati\'ely hil;hcr than all Ilroduct~. (Data irom
Tables 1\ and XXX).

Lambs
The rclali,"c prices of Iamh.. moved in do~e accord with the an.'rage

pril'cs of all products during the period from 1910 to the early sta/.:es of the
\\"orld War (Fig. 17). In the war years lamb prices ach'anced alon/.: wilh
all products, but the extrcmely high price for wool lx.oc3use of the hca,')'
war-timc demand and thc di ..nlPl(."(1 cXl'hang-c condition.. helped lamhs to
rise !'Olllewhat higher than the all pmdm·{,., index in ill17 and IlJ18. F"ol­
lowin~ the po.. t-war d(.'("line. lamh prices made a rapid rel'tWcry with the
rcsult that numhers started il1.CTea:.ing in 1923. The expansion in numhers
was not as rapid as the incrca ..e in demand induced hy the £a"ora1)le in­
dtHrial acti'"ity of the period, and lamh prices continued in an ad\":m­
tagcolls po..ition compared with all product;;. The reduction of huying
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power eluting the dcprl.'s!->i{1Il period afftxtcd lamh prin's a" it did all
farm price:>. :\Illllhcr~ of sheep ('ontiI1l1cd to (':'1\;lIId until 1931. since
which lime the)' ha\"c Oecn on a downward tn.:nd.

Wool

The price of wool a.. lIIdicatcd hy the pnce rdatlve cunc (Fif:. IS)
reacted f.n-orahly to the hca,y demand in the carlr :<Iag-cs of the war
and llloH'd tip fa ..ter and farther Ihan the a\"crag:c farm price of :1.11 pro­
ducb Following the period of adjustment during the po!'it-war period.

'r·'"
"'[
'"

! , d ,! '........................ ,I• '~ ,~ om I~ 1m

Fqr. IS.-Monlhly pritr relali\~ of \\001 aDd Idabo monthly farm jltice index, 1910­
19-" (1910-1914=100). Wool pria! were (.\'orable durinl: I1M' ..... r period Il5 well as from
1922 10 1929 wheD compand to the a\'ua~e of all products. TIM: suspension of ll:old
pIIYll'len~ brought an immW.iatc ~n...c in ...001 prien in 1933. (Data hom Tables J\"
and XXX"').

wool prke:- again ad\ anccd to .t n'lati\'c1y Ingher Ic\'d than the a\ (:ra~e t,i
all pr<Klllct:- as measured hy Ihc Idaho farm price index, This fa'"orable
r('lation~hip continued until the influence:. re",lliting in the recclll period
of deflation carried all price:. down, :\ sharp reaction upward in wool
price.. occurred in the forepart of 19.3.1 when gold 1)''1yments were SlIS­

pCndl'fl.

Chickens

Fluctuations in chicken prices h;wc hccn rclatively !'tllall compared
10 the movcmcnt of all prodnct... as indit·;lled hy thc Idaho farm prie..:
index (Fig. 19). After remaining: dose to the lC\"cl of all products from
1910 to 1915, chicken prices hCg'an to lag hchind tht: alkance made by
all t·Oll1modities during the wolr. During- the period following" the war and
continuing- until 1929. t'hit-ken prit't~s remained comparati,'ely stable.
While the influences resulting- in the depression period heginning in 1929
brought down chicken prices, they lagged hehind the all-products average
about the same extent as in the war period of violent price changes.
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Fi~. 19.-)lontbly prkc relatives of chickens and Idaho monthly farm price indu.
1910-1934 (1910-1914=100). Fluctuations in cbicken price5 lave bftn small compared
(0 prices of all products. (Data from Tables 1\' and X)..'ArYI).

Eggs

Seasonal f1ucluation" are particularly notahle in the price relative for
eggs (Fig, 20). DUring Ihe "pring and early summer !'eason when egg pro­
duction is llsually hea,-y, prices decline to low le,'c1s for the year. Storage

:1~.-,,,.

'" •:......- ..

,

Fil:. lO.-Monthly' price rclath'es or CJ,:J,:S and Idaho monthly farm price inde~, 1910­
1934 (1910-1914=100). Sl'asonal £luclllatLons are vcry marked in egg prices. (Data from
Tables IV and XXXVl1I).

~Ilpplics art: :u:l:1ltl111Iated in thi" period 10 bl:: sold later in the fall and
winter when :.e:l5Onall)" reduced production influences egg prices to move
upward. [n the pre-war period, egg prices varied equally above and helow
the 3\'Crage of all products a" ll1ca"urcd by the Idaho farm price index,
Since then, except for "easollal peaks, the relative price of eggs has con­
tinued generally below the average for all products,
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Butterfat
The highly s~a:oi(mal I:haral:ter of hlltlerfat priccs is indicated in the

price relative Clll"\'e (Fig. 21). The fairly r~gtllar \'ariations within cach
l2-lllonth period arc c<lu:.cd by the normal changes in production a:. :-.hifl ...
arc made from one sca...on of the year to the n~:xt. In the ~prill~. flush
proouction generally eal\~es priloc:,> to dedinc, followed hy advances as Ie ... :;

n:'[ ~
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- -,'

~I
'till '.~ .*0 !92~ ,iio -,m

nt_ 21 ~tonthl> prkt rtlali,-t;; of butttrfat and Idaho monthl~- farm prkt intk.,
1910-19J4 (1910-1914-=1001. Sta..«onal fluctuations in butttr prier!' coincidt ckl!tly '1ilh
cha~t!i in production (Data hom T.b~ 1\' and XI.).

fa.\"orahk wl'alher amI ft't'd 1:1IIl<litiOlI"t combine to reduce (1\111'111. l{atlll'r
uniform ..ea...onal price nKl\'elllt'lU may he nOled during the pre-war period,
Since then Ihe :-t',bOllal ,ariatioTl:'>. while usualh' ptc;.ent, ha\c Ilot heen
of ..tldl a 11llifOrtll charat'ter. From 1921 to 1929 hutt~rfat priet,!, werc
relati\-dy higher for the 1I10s1 p:ut thall Ihe an'rage farm prices (If all
products, Thi ... relatiomhip hdl~d 10 call,..c an inl"rca"c in llul111lCr ... of
dairy callie which. dcspile a Ie,.. ... f:n'orahle rdatilm, ha,.. eQnlinued thrull~h

the depres!!>ioll period,

SL:~DI.\RY

I'rohlem... dcalin~ with price relalions-hip:> cOII!!>tantly arc ('onfrollting­
farmcr, a, they make d(:cbions regarding" ,;,electiOll Or t'Olllhinatioll of
etlterpri"es or c:xpallsion or conlraction of elllerpri~cs alrcady operatcd.
,\11 iJ1(lex series of Idaho farlll prices is an aid in !!>tudying lhesc prke
rclatiol1!!>hips,

Indexes me,lsuring- prke levcl" in other stales or for Ihe country a~ a
wholc do nOI fit the Idaho situation, hccause of differences in price
making" faclors in \'arious states or sections of the conntry am! ht.'('al1~e of
differences in pro(ll1ction and rclati\'c ililporlance of the major a~ricllhnra!

pro<lm:ts ill the rcspeeli\'c states or ...ections.
Inde:x 11l11l1hers of prices mea,;,ure chan~es in the price level of ,>e\'eral

t'OllllllOl!ities averaged lOl{cther <Ind price relatives measure price chanj.{cs
of one comnl(xlit)'.

Included in the Idaho farm price im!t::x 11I1Iuhcr scric, wt.'rc the fol­
lowing product!:>: wl1(;al, oals, lmrle)'. alfalfa har, clover seed, alfalfa seed,
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'-ltg-ar heets, dry hean.., apples, potatoes, callie, hogs. lamhs, wool, chickens.
cggs, and bUller fat. Thc-;e 17 products accounted for approximately 95
p...r cent of the agricultural income of Idaho during the period 192+1930.

The years IQIO-191-4 were selected as the hase period from which to
measure the price changes. Prices used for thi!> purpose were for the most
part those reportl.-"(I for Idaho the 15th of each month by the Division of
Crop and Livestock Estimates, United States Department of .-\grimlture.
To construct the Idaho farm price index numhers these prices wcre com­
hinl.-'d hya "weighted aggregatin~" type forllluia with weights estimaH:d as
represl:lItati\'c of the annual markctillgs during- the ten-yenr period, 1923­
10.12.

The general level of Idaho farm prices ad\'anced to a peak of 29-4 per
cent of pre-war in l\.lay 1920 after remaining dose to 100 per cent frOIll
1910 to 191-4. Recovery from the post-war decline brought the Idaho
index of farm price" up to a Ine1 of from 1-40 to 160 per cent of prc-war
which was maintained IInlil the sharp hreak in 1930, A (k'c1inc of about
100 point:. was regi ..tcn..d by the index within Ihe ncxt three years and in
February IQ3J thc 1('\"(>1 of Idaho fann prices siood at -45 per cCnt of the
IQ10-19J.J. a\"cragc. Thc index of li\'c.. tock and li\'estock product-; has not
fltlcm;lted as widely a" has the crop.. index during the t91()..19J..J. period.

Idaho fann prices ha\'e mo\'ed in the ~me general c1irl.-"<"tion as have
L'nill,d State.. farm ]lrke.., hut IX.'('aus... Idaho is in thc main a surplus
prodm'ing state, locat...d at long di..tam·c.. from markets, pricc flucluation!>
a" measured hy thl.' Idaho farm prke il1(lex 113\'e heen of somewhat
g-reatl:r l11agnitudl.' than have changes in prices for the counlry as a whole.

Th(' relationship or pri('es paid hy farmers and prices received by them
for products sold, whil(' fa\orahle dmiug' the war period. hOI!> b...en to thl'
di ..alh-anmg-e of Idaho fanners Silll'C 1l)21 ...xcept for the year~ 1()25 anll
11)26.

Price rclaliws uf the 17 product.. which havc heen a\'erag-e<1 togdhcr
in l'OIlz,tnh:ting the all-prodm'{,., Idaho farm price index ma~' IX.' da::o"ified
ill three groups when the..e rdatin'" arc compared to the all-products
index for Ihe depre"sion year!> heginninl{ in 1930. Prices fur aJialia
hay, alfalfa seed. !-ugar heel .., I3mh~, and wool ha\'e for lhe most part
b...en rdati\'elr higher than the averag-e of all products during' tho"c \'e.,r.. ;
pril·...s for wheat, om .. , harlcy, dry h...:u",. appl ...s. ehieketh, and eggs han~

IJC(:II generally lower; and prkes for dover ~ced. IXI!atoe", eattle, hogs.
and butterfat 11.1.\'1.' f1uetll<lted Ix>th above and !'c1ow the imlex of all pro­
dllds with 1"1 ddinih: temk'ncy to rcmain either relatively higher fir lower,
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Appendix
SOURCE 01' D.\T.\

Price Data
The following is a Hlllll1lary of the sources of data for each price

series:
Wheal: Prices paid Idaho farmers the 15th of each month for the

period 1910-1925 from United States Department of Agriculture Statis­
tical Bulletin !\o. 17; since 1926 from monthly issues of Crops and
:\larkcls, Clliled Stales Dcp.anment of .\griculture.

Ools, baric)'. apples, potators, buf cattle, hogs, lambs, it'ool, chick.·tls,
alld eggs: Same source as wheat.

Alfalfa Hay: Since Octoher 191-1- s..,mc source as wheat: earlier prices
wcrc estimated hy detennining the median ratios of alfaHa hay to loose
hay prices for the years IQ15, 1916. and 1917 and applying those ratios 10
the corresponding monthly prices of loose hay from 1910 to September,
1914. Prices for both loose and alfalfa hay were 15th of the month prices
paid Idaho farmers published in Cnited States Department of .\griculture
Statistical Bulletin Xo, 17,

e/u/'C,.. Sud: Since IC)21 same source as wheat. Prices pre\'ious to
1921 .....ere estimated b\' determining the 1921-1930 a\-erage monthly prices
for clo\'er seed received by famlers in Idaho and the Cnited States, cal­
culating the monthly ratios of Idaho to Lnited States dover seed price
and applying those ratios to the 1910-1020 monthly prices of c1o\'er seed
received by United Slates famlers. Vnited States average farm prices
of clover seed taken from L;nitoo States Department of Agriculture Year­
books; previous to September 1910 prices were not available.

Alfalfa Seed: Since 1921 same source as wheal. Prices pre,'iolls to
1921 were determined in the same manner as c1O"er seed. L;nitoo Stales
;n-eragc fann price.. of alfalfa ..eed taken from Cniloo States Departlllcnt
of .\grciulturc Yearbooks; prc\'iolls to July 1912 prices werc not available.

Sligar Beds: Average iocasanal Idaho prices estimated by Division of
Crop and Livciotock Estimatcs puhli:-hed in L;nited States Department of
Agriculture Ycarbooks, In 1910 and 1912 no Jdabo price available and
eiotimatcs were made on h."l ..is of the median relation between Idaho and
Utah prices for the year~ 1911-191(l. Utah prices a\'ailable in Utah 1':)(­
lJerilllent Statiol1 Bulletin 217 "Prices of Farm Products in Utah."

/}ry /J/'{IIIS: Same source as wheat for 1910-1925 period. January 10
August ,lilt! Novel11l~r 1910 prit'es estillla\(:d 011 ha~i~ of currespondinf.:"
llIonth a\'crag'e dmingo 1911 191-1 pcriod. Prices 191O~1925 c011\'crted t(,
ba~is uf 100 pounds. Sincc 192() ullpuhlished dry Ix.'an priecs hal'e been
furnished !ly the lli\'ision of Crop and I.i\'c~t,wk E~tit1mte:; 'If the Unitcd
StateS l)epat'tlllClll (If Ag-ril'uhure,

HUllrrfIJ/: Since Septcmber, 1920 sat11e SOllrce as wheat. Eal'lier prices
esti1l1atL'(\ by applying to a frcchano curvc of relatiomhip bctween hUller~
fat ami hutter prices rel'civcd by Idaho farmers 1921-1933 tilt: 11101\thly
butler prices rLoceivcd lJy [(laho farmers during'" 191O-,\ugll"t 1920, S0111T6

for butla prices same as wheat.
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Data and Methods for Determining Quantities Sold

Wheal: The median ratio of wheat sold to wheat produced annually
for period 1924-1930 as reported for Idaho in the farm "alue and income
estimates' of the Buteau of AgTiclll1llral Economics, United States De­
p.artment of Agriculture, wa~ applied to Ihe mean of the four central
valuc" in an array of annual e~till1atcs of Idaho wheat production 1923­
1932.: This alllO\mt was a"slImed 10 be representati"e of lhe an11ual
marketings during the 1923-IQ32 lX"riod..\mounts markel(:d monthly
were determined by applying to this annual figure relati\'e monthly
marketings calculated from carlot shipments for Idaho b~' months of all
wheat 1923-1932 as reported by the railroads to the office of the State
Statistician.

Oats: The same "Ource of data and method used as with wheat for
determining the annual amoulII marketed. The relati"e monthly market­
ings of Oats as reportcd for Idaho to the Office of the State Statistician
for the crop ~"ears 1928-1931 were applied to the representative annual
amount marketed to detennine thc n.'presclltati,'e monthly marketings.

Barlt·y: Same source of data and method used as with oab.
Hav: .-\n11l1al amOllnt marketed detennined in same manner a.. with

wheat.'Relative monthl) marketings were e:.timated on basis of opinion of
informed persOns and monthl}' marketings of hay by Idaho fanners as
reported to the office of the State Statistician. These percentages were
applied to the e..timated amount marketed annually to detennine the
rcprc:-.entatin.' monthly marketing~,

Chr.:e, Seed: The same source of data and methods as with wheat wa,.
used except that a rcduction was allowed for ~hrink, waste. and .....:ed
amounting to 10 per cent of Ihe quantity estimated to be repr..:,.entativ..:
of anllual 1<)23·1932 production .

.-lIfa/fa St','d: Thc S<1.IIlC ~lUrce of data and method was tlst:d a.. ap4
plied to dO\"cr seed.

Sligar BI'els: :\Iean of four central values in an array of annual e:iti
mate,; of Idaho sugar beet production, 1923-1932:1 taken as thc annual
<llIumity sold, !\Iomhly marketings were: ba:.cd on farm managclll..:nt in­
formation collected br the Department of Agricultural Economil's, L'ni.
n:r,;ity of i<luho.

Dr" IJt·(JII.~: 'same SOllrl'C uf (lata and Illctho<l wa" Il~cd as applied 10
wheat.'

/Ippla: i\lcan of four l'ct1lral valuci> of monthlr carlot shipmellts
from !claho Iq2.~-Il).l2 rcported by the ;\Iarket l\ews Servicc, Unitcd
Slale:,> J)cpartmcnt of l\g-ricult11l"c and Cll11V\:rtl'd to bu:.hels at 650 bUi>hcls
to the C;'II" takell as muuthly marketings and totaled to gin: annual <lu;lIltity.
S;tles wilhin slatc estil11ated ill ...ame l11all11cr as Ilsed with callIe,

I'olll/o,'s: Same soun'c of dala and mctho<1 as Ilsell with apJllc~. C"n.
vcr:;ion factor IhL'd was GOO bushels pcr car,
'~'3rm "3Iu~. Gr<)U lneo",r. alld (',.,11 lr>romc from Farm Prnduclion. Mim""'''''I,lIcd ..,tito

l'ul.oli.llcd loy 1l"'(!llU of AQ"cuh"ral ~:c.,,,,,,,,,"", ,'"uell -",a'e. l)e\",,,men' <>1 Alncullu,~
'Crop ,cl""''' lJ)· lile llhi..»u "f (",,,., .wl 1.,,· ...'''''k E",ma,n. t;""cd S""n I)cl"'rtn'cn' of

AIl'''cn'urc <He'·, .....ll,
"('<I'P 'cl""" I" ,lIc I)"i ...." uf ('w" ","I l."'c.,,,,,k E,'i".:lte<. l',.i'cd ~'a,,,,, l)e... rt"'~'" ,,{

A~ricuh",e (He,·,..,.l).
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Cat/It.; ;\lootl11y marketings hased on mean of four central monthly
values of arrar of catllc receipts from idaho at all markets for 1923-1932
as reported 10 the office of State Statistician. ?\Ionthly marketings thus
selected were totaled 10 determine annual quantity sold Ollt of the state. To
this total was added. in a proponionate quantity 10 each monthly figure.
an amount representative of the ~Ies within the state which W<lli cal­
culate<! by multiplying the quantity con-.lImed per equivalent adult male'
times the equivalent adult male urb."In popnlation in the stale,:: !lead of
cattle com"crted to pounds on equi\'alent of 925 pound" per head b.iscd on
reports of those familiar with li\'c"tock marketing in the slate and "net
di:;appearance" weights reporte<1 in farm income estimate..,!

Hogs: Same source of data and method as applied to cattle. Weight
per head used for com-eninR into pound~ was 225 pound:; h....sed on usual
weights at large markets reduced in consideration of small proportion of
he,l\'y ~ws marketed in Idaho.

l.ombs: ~ame source of data and method as applied to cattle. Weights
t1~>d for conversion to potlnd.. arc for ~Iay to July. 70 pounds per head;
Augll~t to October, 80 pounds; and XO\'ember to .\pril, 90 pounds as
suggested by perSOlls familiar with !i\'cstock marketing in the stale.

lI'oof: :\Iean of four central \'alues of array of annual Idaho pro­
duction of wool 1923-1932 e-.timatt.·d by the Di\'ision of Crop and LiH~'
~tock Estimates. L'nih.."d ~talc", Department of .\gricllltllrt: u-.ed as reprc­
~cntati\e annllal quantit)' sold Relative monthly marketing:; based on
monthly carlot shipments )Q2,~-1932 from Idaho rcportt.-d to the office
of Statc Statistician.

CflicknlS: ?'olean of fOllr central valucs of arra\' of chickens sold 3n­
nually in Idaho Il'13-1931 taken as rcpresentative of annual quantity.
Sales for 1923 ;mll 1924 Il<hcd on ... traight line trend (Jf chicken ~Ic..
reportcd fur 11)19 and IlJ,?l) hy the Cel1Mb. Sales for 1925-1932 pllbli~lu.--d
as revised e~lil11ah:s by Bureau (If Agri('llltllT31 El'onomics, Cnited States
Departmcnt of Agrinllturc_ 1~c1ati'e monthly marketings determincd by
monthly n:ccipt:> of dn,~...sed poultry at San Francisco. 1923-IY31, chccked
against carlot shipments for the ....·une period reported to the office of Stale
Stati~lkian. Threc 1>ollIId" 1>1,:r head used as t'om·cr:.iOIl facllJr as sUg"­
gc~tcll hy pcrsons familiar with tilt· Idaho poultry il1dll~try.

F.!J!J.I": Rcprcscntativc annual quantity sold calculated from !;ame
source amI liy same 111etlllJ(ls a:. for chid:ells. Relative mOllthly marketings
detcr1l1illl,<1 frOlll tlHlllthly ~'arll)t shipments IlJ23 11)31 reported to thc
o!1it'e of State :-ltatislician.

NUI/crlol: ~lean of fOIll" central ",Liues of array of IJ\lltcrfat sold
monthly in Idaho 192,l1'U2 taken as rcpn:sentati"e (}f 1110l1thly sales
based 011 ,Wt\lal ll)lS-1932 5,11"s reported to BIlTC;l1I of Dairying, Idaho
:-llatc l>CIl<lrtll1Cllt of ,\gTil'll1tlln:, ami as..,lIming- 1923 ami 1914 vallle~ tn
be 011 lowcr extremc of array. ~'ollthly vall1e:. towled for represent;.tivc
annual quantity.
'United SUI... n .. 'nll of I...".... Sta~i~ti~. n"Il~lin No. Hi 1'1'. ]16.lli.
'United St.us t·e" 1~~O a,,,] ]'dO hNtlr~. ueralrcol.
'~·ar.., '·al ..~, G, In"""'... and ("a,h Inc<~"" .lron' ~'arm 1"OoII1<liO". Min,_raphed ....ri ••

~ubh,h",1 by the Illlrea" "f A~r;<"h"",l ~:.,,,n,,n,,c•• em,,,,1 SUt~ ])el.~rtm~11t "I Alri~"h",.._
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1<,011 9,85 10.OS 11.55 ;,is 7.65 ;.i0 I 6.9S 7.25 6.90 5.15 7.15 7.00
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1933 ~.60 4.20 3.80 "00 4.50 4.90J 5.'0 I IUO 6.30 6:~0 6.50 6.00
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19.'4) ;.\Ill 7.6(1 I 7.50 7.110 7.80 ll.~ •.80 8.40 'iI.00 11.•'(\ 10.511 10.,01
19J1 9,\1(1 ,'.110 .SO 9.70 ~.1I'l "'.110 l!.60 8.60 7.50 6.110 6.~0 f>.~11
l'iI.'~ f>. .'3 I 5./<11 to.OO .\.60 6.00 6.(\(\ 6.00 5.~0 ~.Ilfl ~,50 ~.OO .1.95
IIIB 4,l\('llUIO •.•'0 ~.!O 4.10 4.711 ~.SO 5.!'0 5.10 5.10 5.60 5~<l

-----!!:!~ ..L 5~" 5·""'CL"'""''''--'''''''',,"c2'"'~'c,,~'~'''~~5.~, 7.80 _LZO 11.00 9..'11 10.-40
·h,,~,M

~"""" 19161..2(1 I"I;=I.,{ (litt "s...,..,., "I !>a,a··. Apl.n"k"l.
1921 19.!5 , ....."", li.a' .... I)coJ>'ln"", nl AJ(ri.",h"." "'a';'lical lh,lidi..
1'2l>-III.H )lon.hlt I.t""". l.:1"Ol't a 'la,kCl •. l''';'M SIa''''' o..;..,nmm.

T.\"l.I·; xn
::Ilmlllllr Ih'I"II\~ 1'r1t..._ .,r ("Io\~r ~1. hlnh.,. 19IU.IIl:~1

(1910.191.1= 100)

" .... e Jan, ,.... \la •. ,\,,,. \la, ]'M Julr AuI:'. S.,'L '" "-0.' 'k<,
I~iil ----;;:r- ., It, "1'111 " " " " ., .., ., 111.1 II.; ".. '" 11.\

1912 '" 1211 l.l~ '" \.12 12~ 115 ,~ ,., '" '''' '"19].1 .. '" '" '" '" 10; '" '''' " " " "191~ " " " " " " " " 111.1 " " "1915 " " " "' " "' " " " 112 ,., ,"'
1916 '" "" II! '" 1111, 111.1 "

., ., " '" Ill.!
1'l17 "" '" '" '"" '" II.! Il.l 112 12J U7 '" '"1?lll 152 '" '" ". '" ,,~ ". '" Ill; 219 2!O ~2.\

1919 !.!6 !.!9 .!.l4 .!Sll .!5? 255 .!H .!511 ~86 '" 291 .100
1920 29~ J211 '" m '" 286 .!H 2E.! '''' 15~ I.!ll II.!
1"'21 "' '" " "' ," '" '" '" "" '" '" 11.1
Illn '" '" "" '" I~.l 1.16 I!; '" ll.! 1.!5 ". ""19!J '" I~.! 1.1/1 '" '" '" I.!~ W7 '" '" 141 I~b
19.!~ 1.!9 Ill) '" 1.!5 '" '" '" '" '" '" '" '"1915 '" '" '" 19.! '" 167 '" '" '" "" '" '"l"l6 .!O.! 111.1 .!Q~ '" '" '" 17') '" 20.1 215 ", 1'17
19.!l" '" 209 1,.!7 H9 l51 263 .!SI .!06 '" '" '" '"1928 '" '" '" '" '" '" I•.1 In Iii '" li.I on
1929 '" '" ,.. 1l".1 Ii,! 17,1 liJ '" IH Il! ... ..,
1930 .. " " " " '" ,., "" 10; l.1~ 12\ 125
19.U "" '"' 1115 '" 10(, '"' 10.1 10,1 " " " ".1HZ '" " " ,,' . , "' " .. " " " ",. ,-
19JJ " " '" '" " " ." " " " LUi "IQH " " l! " " " " " " lOt 11.1 12~



" 10,\110,\GRICUI.TUR:\L EXPERIMENT STATION

'rAULJo; xnl
;\1()1It1,I)" Farm 1>r1t~ or .\I,,,lr.. ~I. (dull.,. 1912.1931

IDoll,,~ ,~. lJushl'l)

Uir "'"lift.' t iIfi. )Ola •. AI"', 1.lay J ..n~ Jul) Au•. ~I"I- On x...·. 0«.
I'll.! 11.05 ... 9.15 '.00 1'411 fl,OS
''11.' i,4) 1I.IS 11.10 g,,1f) 1I,6S ,.. ••911 ,... 7.55 7.ln ,." 1"-75
11111 ,.. .." IdS 6.70 US 6.•n 6.70 6.65 7..15 ,en 7.•5 ].15
Illn iAn ,... 1.115 , .... l'-lIS IUS 8.20 11.15 8.10 IUO II-gO '.10
1'16 ,... 9.!5 ,... ,10..10 ;] UOI ,... 9.95 11,13 9.<lS IUS Ifl.45 '"1917 i.i5 i.a '.IS ".95 , 9..1S ..,. ." 8.511 •." I 'I.M ,.... ....
1918 ,... 'l.IIS ho,5O 10.45 10.65 9.'1$ 9.35 9.~0 ,111.-'0 10,10 ,9.H ...
1919 ,... 10.50 ,10.55 111.10 112.JO 111.5$ 10.$0 11.10 12.SS 115. 15 I$.SO 117. 10
1'12(1 16.15 19.6$ ,2120 21,60 2.1.60 ,~'tI.(I(J 18.75 15.70 15.1$ lUll L!.SO 10.$0
1'121 ~.OO ,.,. I 6.75 '.00 '.00 9.2$ IU5 '.00 7.~O

11.51>
'.00 , 7.10

1'122 7.2$ U.S , 8.70 'jl.1(1 11.20 10.60 10.50 ~.Qll J.20 8.$0 10.00 10.00
1'12.1 '1.40 , ,.. 11.00 10.1Il! 10.~ 10.00 '.00 ,.., ..... 'un 10.~0 III 00
1'124 10.•'0 111.10 ,IO.'HI II.~ 111.75' 10.00 10.115" 11.70 112.00 .11.1>5' 11.JO" 11.00
1'I2S lUX" 11.00 ,lJ.OO 14,40 15.00 II.M 10.iO '1..10 12.70 IBO 12.00 11.50
1'126 ".. '''''J'''' ",,, 1.1.00 10.00 '.00 '10.00 10.00 '.00 10.00 10.50
1927 10.00 110.50 11.00' 11.00 11,00 110,,'0 10.90 110.00 '1,$0 9.$1'1 It.SO 10.00
1'1211 9.'HI 9.10 9.86 10.$11 11.1111 , 11.llII 10,40 10,9f! 10,QI) 11.50 IJ.JII \J.JO
19!Q 1"'!Ii"' ".. j"" ' 14.110 : 14.110 11.00 12.00 12.00 10.110 '" 9.'10
19.\0 '1,80 9.50 9.110 9.50

1'""
,10.011 111.00 110.60 10..10 1lI.~0 ,'" 9.511

1'1.11 '1.511 9.00 9.00 '1,<111 1l,~O '1.20 10.~O

I
'1.5/1 7.70 tUO ,... ,...

1'I-lJ 6,~O 1>.110 1>,70 6,110 7,00 ..... ~.~'1l 1>.'10 '.00 ~.110 '.00 6.30
I'H.I 6.70 HIO S.M 1>.1)(1 6,~0 7,611 7.40 ~.M ,... 5.20 ~.1I$ ~.9$
l'It~ ---.l.io~O I>.m 6,60 6.0l.I 5.'10 .... ~.$O 7, II) 11.110 12,50 I l,20 1.~:2.Q...

·lntcq,oh.....t.
July 1'1121920 ~;",mat",1 (s•• "SOl"•• of Da,a". AI'l~"'hx,).
1921 192$ l'ni,,,,' St'uu IJ'I..."n,.m ,,' Allrlc"l,,,« S,ahstlcal ]lull.tI" ~". "19!6·19H .\lenthly "'''.5. CroS" and Markou. l',,"cd Stat•• lkl",rtnl<'nt ., Altflc"lhorc.

T.\IH.E xnll
,'Ionlhl)' l{('hIlIH' l·rI...... or \I,,,I'u ~..I. hl"lIo. Iltl:!-IIt;l.,

( lit I O· Iltl~'~-;;,;'OO;;;;)~r-~,

]ul) Aua. Se1x. 0<•. '\0", D«.

'" II! ,,, ", II! '"'" ". '00 .. .. ..
" .. " " .. ,,,
'" '" ,

'" '" 111
132' I!! 12'6 '" II! '"III '" 121 III tza ,so
114 ,., 'SO '" Ui IH... '" '" !Ol '" !J7
2'49 ."' ... '" '" ,..
'" '" '" IO! " ..
'''' '" '" '" '" '"110 ,SO ". 'SO '" '"'" '" ". '" ,so ,..
14! l!4 '" '". "" '"'" '" ]jJ 120 '" ""'" l.lJ 126 126 '" '"1.IS '" '" '" 177 '"'" 'SO ". 1J.l III 131,.. '" '" '" 121; l!6
US Il6 '" " " ".0' " SO " SO ,.
" '" " " .. "'"" .. 1~7 '" '" '"

'""''''\J!
11.1
IJ2

'"'"I!J
'"'"'"'"'"1,17
146

'"I.1J,,...
'"..

'""'",SO
I~~

IC!

'"".IJO

'"'"'"'"'"HI,

""1~(,

'''''""""

,,

,,,,,,,,
•

,,
o
o,
"..•..

"
.

U .. ". '" "" " " " •
" "

,,,
'" "" '" IJJ \J2 "" '" '" II! "" lJ2 \J! '" "" ". '" '" "" 215 261 !tI! "" " '00 '" ,

22 " '" '" 121

" 12$ 1J2 '" "" 'SO '" '" "" '" '" '" '"" '" '" '" "." '" '" ... "" '" '" 'SO "9~9 '" ". I7~ "" 1,10 126 1.10 "." 1!6 120 120 "9H " .. "9J.1 " " " •QH " " ..

)'nT Jan. t'm. \11r. Apr. \lay June, .
"""""""""""""""",
"",
•,



It'I)EX :-;UMlJERS OF 11),\110 FARM PRICeS

'1'.\IJl.,I'':: XIX
Sl..~,...." ..,1 F'I,rlll 1','1<.,-... uf SUll:lIr l:kcl"'. Idaho. 1910.19:\3

(!lull" .... IloCr Wn)

:-n..,nal [ !'o""....na.
~

Sn"""a, !'o""...nal
"~ar I'rir~ ,·... c I'ritt y"". p,= \'~ar !'rir.
1'~ I0 4-:16'- T<iU, 5.1" 1'>:2 5.S0 11I2/l ,..
1'~1I S.02 1\117 ,.'" 1\12.1 SU7 19~ 7.17
1912 5.0S' 111111 10.00 1\124 UfJ 1\1-10 7.41
1111.1 .~ 1\11\1 11.fJIl 1\125 6.24 IIIJl 1>.0.1
11114 .. '" I \l2tl 12.10 1'>2(, U 'll 111.1! 5.10
11115 5.011 1\121 (,.no )112.7 i.S(\ IIIH 5.16

'11110 'M llIl! ~l1 .....t~ h) mdbod~ 8;\''''' '" "Sourtt of Data:' appn><!i". \·""rboolt... t'n""",
S'at~ Drpooc'mrrlt of A..ric"ll",..,.

T \IU~E XX
N:a~"lml Ihol"II", '·r.....· of ~"~'r Ik-et,... Illaho. IDIU-IBaa

( 1910_191-1=100)

J"bti,·~ R..lat".., "Rtullir~ ll.rlall'~
\'eroc Pritt y"",r I'r>c~ y .... c Pria y"". I·.;e,~

I'JII) '0 r",11l -,rr 1..~ In 1?2!l '"1911 ,or 1917 r..: 1"2.1 li.1 19.") '"1912 1112 1\118 :112 192" IH 19,1'1 r~"
1'11.1 1111 1"1\1 222 1925 12/\ 1\I.tl 1~2
1"14 '00 11120 2H II 1\12/\ 1-" 19.12 Ill.'
1915 102 1'/21 121 1\127 '" II 1\1.1.1 '"



.. iDAHO AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION

TAU ....:; XXI
)Louthl)' .''lInn '·rh..\C or 01") Beans. Idaho. 1910-193"

(Hollars IM'!" 100 JJOllmls)

'ear )..... FdI. )1"'.1 Apr.' Slarl J.II'.,! IDly I A..... ~.TOCt. -x-OO'~:-
1910 4,506 •.46 4!, 4,bQ •.!" .. 'I<l 4.39 5.JI •. J1 4.25 ...11I 4.6;
lCJlI 458 5.J3 4.50 s.n J.95 4,,,"! .. 11 5.00 .. J2 3.11; 4,6i •.13
191! 4,!! 4.18 J.n J.IlS 4.6ll ~.OO I 4.53 5.13 4.23 4~ •.58 5.67
I'll 4,,, 4.33 4lO 5,110 J.H 4, J •.OJ 4.42 H" 4.6' 3.92 4.Jl
1914 4..11 HItI 4,~ 425 5.H 5.00 4.U {..lIt! UN' H" .f.ll 4.42
''In 4SO 4.67 <l,8l 5.110 S,bI> 5.m un S.H 4,\: .,;; ~.il' ~.~
l'U6 5." 5.i2 6.00 6.J! b.!! b.lll 'i.n ' ..0 7.00 6.SO t<...<.l '.67
l'Ill 8.JJ '1.1',10.00 1(I./>7 1J.8J 14.110 tH,; 1.1.33 10.00 1I.!5 1I.B 11.00
I'UI' lI,lIO ILl; 11.67 Il.l; 10,6' 11.6; 1I,5lI 11.1' 'Hi 10,('100 lI.a 9_1>'
,'1\11 8.00 S.U 1>.1>1 6.00 b,J.' 1'-'0 6.SO fdl'l ;,b7 6.10; ;.00 6.6;
1<1.'0 6.1'-l 6.83 6.00 5.IIS 6.~1l 6.1; td.l (dJ 6.fIIl b,.:J ~/Ill J.5~
1"':1 4.1i 4.':5 4.25' Ui 4,25 ~,I; J.nl.~.1 4,11 5.00 4,"': 4.2;;
1t;l22 5,110 5.00 5.00 HIli ~.fl3 5,511 46' 4,61 4.~J 5.00 5,1>; 5.U
''12J 5.8J 6.50 6.0J 7.00 6,flJ 6.6; ;.Ii '.50 5.11.1 5.'12 6.01l ;;.9!
1'l2~ 5.50 5.17 5.511 5.W 5.25 5,IIJ 5.25 5.211 6.00 5.00 I>.IIJ 5.8J
1925 5.U· 5.8J 6.8J HlO 6.17 5,5! 5.8.' .1.11.\ IU7 4.50 5.00 4,Ii
IQ!II 5,10 4.60 4,60 4.4!) 4~0 4.~0 4.00 HIll 4.40 41.0 4.50 ~,1IO
l'l!, 4.80 4.50 4,20 HIO 4'J{I 5.10 5,JO 5.50 5.00 4,;;(1 445 4.;0
I"!~ 5.25 5.10 5 9~W' {Ill 6.~0 (.6<; 6.65 5.50 5.05 Ull 1',40 6.90
1..!9 7.15 i.05 7.10 7~0 725 7 l5 ;,JO 17..lll li,.I11 6.75 615 5.65
19JU l.W 5.50 4 H 4 is 510 5 H 4.90 S.U5 5.10 4.15 .t'l5, J.55
19.11 J.45 3.2. 260 ':80U2i511'6l1 1.iS U'.51l 2.00 l.55 2.00

1
1.85

19J2 I.Wl U15 I I 55 14S 1 ~O 1!5 US 1.30 UO l1..l0 1.40 1.10
I'lB 1.10 1.00 1.05 150 220 2 IS 2.25 2.iS 2.70 2.00 2,15 !.oo

~c"~'"'"'e'=cc"="C"~'~"'"'C'~'=-'-,".~",I '10 1 III 2 ~o 2,o'.!!.... 2JLJ.J.:'0 .1.2,5 .I,OS J.~O
• rnl~TI'Olal~d.
J~"""'l' 10 A,,~o .. ~nd "'-o"r",l>r. IOtO E'l;",.l.<l. '" "S...".,.. nf Ibl.. ·. 01'1,.."10,,.
~I"."',rr. Oclol",r. ~",I J)ran,hrr 1'110,1'125. l'nl1t<! SI~I,," D'l'a<lnl'''' 01 A~.,~"h"r~ SIM;";ul

n"I1..,;" .... 0. 17.
IQ!h 1'I.l4 l·fIln,bh.~1 ,Ir~' l>nn I·T;'.... I""".h"" h~ I);,·;,i"" "I C"'II ~",I f.iH h"~ ~:"1l"'''100.

L·nl1td S,aln 1k1~Tl"",nl oj Agr,rul'urt. t'<'",tr't<! 10 hR'i. or 100 I"",,,d ..

or.\ll!.E XXII
.H.,..II hi)· n"'llIlhe I·rh-...~ ,,' I)r)" Ik",".". 1,la"", 191O.19:H

( 1910_UI14=100)

"n. J..". FdI. -'laT. APt'. "~y 'OM J ..11 .\uc. ~. l}(-I. ,"'. D.<.

'''10 1(10)--'-'* " '" ".~ ------w;- --.-r;;- ~ ".' 0, ln~

1'1" '00 '" " IIi " 'AA " '" .,
" 10! '"I'll! '00 0' ,. " 101 '" m L' " " "" 1:4

1'11.1 Illi " " '" ,.I ''''
,.

"
,. 10! " .;

'~I~ "' ,. m .., III '" '''' 1J2 '" Ill~ " "IOU m 10! '" ," 1!4 121 1!3 ". " ,.. 121 '"l'lll> '" 125 O! I.l~ 1.17 '" liO '" ," 14.l '" ,..
1'I1i 'OJ '" !19 !.1~ 'OJ '"

,,,
!9! '" 247 248 241

1913 241 245 !56 !H '" !S6 !5J 2~5 21! 21'1 192 !1!
1919 '" 'OJ ,.. lJ] '" 14,1 '" '" '" ,.. ," ".'9!0 ". "0 lJ2 '" 14.1 '" '" '" 112 1.l7 ," "1921 " " " " " " " .. .. '" "" "1'122 "0 "0 "0 "0 12~ 121 10! 102 '" "0 1!4 1!8
192J '" '" IJ2 ," '" ,.. '" '" '" "0 III UO
l?l~ 121 '" 12! 121 '" 12~ '" ". IJ2 '" "0 Il3
1'12. 128 WI '" "0 1.15 121 "" 128 '" " ," ..
''126 II! '" '" " " 10~ "' "" " '" " '"1'127 '" " " '" '" 112 '" 121 "0 ,-, .. 10.1
1918 '" ", 1.10 1.1! '" ,.. ,.. 121 '" 1!1 '" '"I'll? '" ," "0 l~! IS') '" '" "0 '" ,.. 1.1 ~ 1!4
I?JO 121 121 '" '" ". '" '" '" II! " " '"19.\1 " " " " " " .. " H " .. "1'1.I! " " " j " " " " " H " .n "19.u " 12 " ,1.1 .. " .. .. " H " H
10.l~ " " H " " .1.1 l' 5.6.

---'--~ " " "



INDE.'X XUl\1BERS OF IDAHO FARM PRICES

T:\.BI~E XXIII
)10l1t111)' f'Rnll l'rICQOi 0' '\PltlCl!J.. Idaho. 1910.19:Wi

(Oolllu"8 per bushel)

I dlecpolated.
1<;10.1925 l."nitcd Statea Dtpartmrnt of AIJrirultu<c Suti.tieal BlIlleti .. No. Ii.
1926·1934 Monthly i",uft. Cr_ and )larket~. t'nited Slatra Drpanmnlt 9f .......iculturc,

Voc Jan. .'cb. ,\lar. Apr. :lola)' June July AUI. s.". 0<:\, 1Xo~. 0«.

1910 1.$6 1.52 1..2 1.25 1.33 1.26 1.09 1.08 "00 '.00 ." L.~~
1911 1.25 1.17 l.2i l.52 1.39 1.30' 1.21' 1.11 1.15 '.00 1.02 1.21
1912 1.06 1.05 1.18 1.35 1.43 1.48 1.25 ..00 .W ... ... ...
191J ... ... .n .00 ." UO L.2S .92 ... 1.05 ... ..00
l'il~ ." 1.00 1.15 1.25 L.IO 1.50 l.SO .'.12 .n . i7 .n ...
1915 .n .S! ... ... ... ..00 '.00 .00 ... .., ." ...
1916 1.10 '.00 1.10 1.05 1.15 I.ZO· 1.30 1.60 US 1.3S US 1.50
1917 1.65 1.50 .... 1.10 \.SO 1.45' 1.45' .... ... ..00 1.15 .."1918 1.20 1.10 11.05 1.30 , 1.l10 ..., 1.60' !1.60 U. .... 1.50 '.00
1919 '.00 .... IUD 2.10 12.00 2.05' 2.10 ,... U. ,... .... 2.60
1920 H' 2.30 2.50 2.30 2.stl 2.50' 2.00' 1.20 ..'" {~~

.... 1.10
1921 ..., ..'" US 1.40 , 1.45 i l .4O • 1.35 1.50 ,." 1.33 , 1.25
1922 ) 1.50 ..'" 11.60 11.60 ..'" 1.25 1.10 11.20 AS ." ... LID
192J 1.10 1.16 1-10 ,1.29 11.00 ' 1.30' 11.33 .... .., ." ... ...
1924 .... 1.25 ..00 .00 1.00' ..00

1
1
.
10 1.41 1.42 1.57 1.45 ,1.70

1925 US 1.65 1.65 1.08 ,1.99 US 1.69 1.25 1.03 1.05 US ..'"19Ui I.J2 .." ... 1.16 1.07 LID' 11.10 '::~
1.05 ... ... jl.OO

1921 .... ." ..00 ..00 1.10 ,... ..'" 1.15 1.10 ..00 LlO
1928 1.10 1.10 US 1.30 1.45 1,15 11.10 " .m .S! ... ...
1929 ... ." "00 1.05 1.20 1.40 11.20 1.20 I,LO 1.10 1.10 1.20
1'1.10 1.20 U. US L.20 1.25 l.50 1.25 UO ... ... .., ...
1931 ... .00 .n .m .n .,. .,. ... ... ... ... .n
1932 .n ... .n ... .n .. ... ... ... ... ... .42
19JJ ... .n ... .., ... .n .., .n .., .iO ... ...
1934 ... ... .,. .n ... .,. .n .n ... ... ... .,.

TABLE XXI\'
:Uonthly nellllh'C I'rice;; or AIJI)ICII, Idaho. 1910.1934

(l910 1914 1(0)- -
Vrar Jan. .'!!L -J Mu APr. .! ,1\Iay_lJunr July AUI. 50_. 0<0. Nov·ll)~.:..
1910

- ,,- .. -90-
'" 137 IL28 '" I'" I"" " 84 T 'IS

1911 '" IDS 114 137 125 H7 '" '00 ". 00 92 109
1912 .. 95 106 122 129 133 '" .. " " " .,191J " 8S 83 ilL 86 99 'U .. " .. " ..
1914 " 00 '" IIJ 99 IJ5 '" " " .. .. "I<;LS .. " " " ..

J I~ .. .. " " .. "1916 .. 00 .. .. '" ,u ... '" In 122 '"191i ,.. '" ,.. '" '" '" '" '" " 00 ". ,OS
1918 '" " " '" 00 ". ,.. ". '" ,.. '" ".1919 ,.. u. m '" ". ,.. ", ,.. '" '" '" 2H
1920 225 '" '" '" 225 225 ". '" U, '" '" '"1921 ". '" 1:'2 126 U, 126 122 '" ,OS '" '" '"1<;;.'2 '" '" ,.. ,.. '" '" '" '" " .. " "1923 " '" " ". 00 '" n. ". " .. " ..
19.24 n. '" 00 .. 00 .. " "'- n, '" '" '"I~ZS '" ". ,.. " ". ". '" 'U " " '" '"1926 ". ,OS .. '" .. .. .. .. " " " ..
1927 .. " 00 .. " ,.. IJ5 . ", ,,,

" .. "1918 " " 122 '" '" '" " .. " " " "1929 " " .. " "" '" .., ,,.
" .. " ".1930 '" '" '" '" '" '" '" " .. .. " "19JI " " .. " .. .. .. " " " " "1932 " " " " '" " " " " .. " "1933 .. " " " " " " .. " " " "1934 " " " .. " " .. .. " " " "~



,6 IDAIIO ,\GRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STr\TIO~

"...,_.
"SO

"""

TAUI.I~ xx\'
MOIIIIoI)' "'1"-'" I'rk'CS of PotlltOCl'i. Iduho. 191t).11t34

(CellI.:< IlCr tlll-hel)

Jilit
l

:§ :~ :~ :li :~ :~ ] ~ ,i
19JI 5S SII 45 .5 H <l.I1 55 55 H
.,H H .11 JI,l 31 JO ~ .2 JJ !S
1933 19 1 17 III 11> .10 P 70 lOS H
"Ii so 1'>5 hi) H .IM H 60 55 .7

''110·1''25 ,"",1M Stale> I'!P"" "f Aa:riculh"" "la\l.l>eal Hull"u" :\0_ 11.
'''!61''H \I""lhly I ........ ('<II \lar~'1<. l",,"n! Sial... IHvar.m.n, "'£ A.ri<:"h",~,

•
- Ap.·1 )'a) IJune IYrar Jail, FtlJ. 'la. July AUI{. s..pl. 0<,. :';"", Uri:.

1911l "
~bT- " '"

, .. , SO '" '" "
,
" '" "1911 .. '" " " , .. '" '" .. " " " '"1~12 " " " " " I" '" " " , " " "191J " " " " I " " " " " " " "l\/l~ " " " " " " " " " " " "1915 .. " SO " '" " Ill: " " .. " "1916 '" " " " " " " " " " ". '"II/ 11 12~ '" 18! 1"11 I 224 I..!l9 ,,.

'" '" " " "I II III , " '" " " " .. " II! '" '" " "191'" " " "' " " " '" '" '" '" ur, ,..
II/lli '" n' lH ". '" 426 ." m '" I II! ,,' I "191\

I
.. ·E " "' " " " '" '"

,.,
" ..

II/!! .. " "
,. " " '" " " .. " "l'IlJ ~ " " .. " "

-,
" " " " ".-

192' " " " " " " '" '" " " " , "1925 " " " .. "
,_.

'" '"
,. .. '" J '"192{, 171l '" '''' 2.'0 '" '" '" ~ "

,.,
'" "

;';0\'. rl~.
'U

'"".'"..
'00

'"I!.
'"'"129

"""2J2
15.1

",.,
'""6l

"",.,

, ;1 "
~

" 'W ".. '" I"..I
...... 1.2/. '''' 'W '" ,.2 '" '" lOS
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191~ H.OI H~ 12.21 P,II 16.3 lid; 16.1 ,,. 16.1' 15,; H.7 ...
1"2f, li.~ 111.0 16.bl 19.11 lUI n." !(I.O 19.0 I; .• II>,a 17.~ Ii .1
192i 16.11 I i. I 111,2 19.i 11',11 17.; 16.1 16./l lb.1 It. ! I ~.5 n."
19!8 15.3 1S.6 17.21 Ii'.,l I; ,I> 17.9 Ill.; 19.5 I;.' 1$1,('1 11.5 Ib.5
19!'J li.to 17.6 18.;, 18.6 III.• 19.1 19.0 18.9 111.6 " , li.~ Ib.$<J

19.10 Ii .• 16.9 n.61 17.,1 Ii., 11>.6 1•.~ '''.'1 H" .. 1.l.6 12.6
19.11 I!.! I!.~ I!.!I 11.5 I!.! 12.0 \.1.1 12.ll U.2 !J.I I!.II 1l.S
19.11 11'1.9 10.; 10..1 'l.~ •• "

,., .., •• ., 7.11 ; "

19.1.l 6., " ;.!, ;.11 " ;/ ;.6 l',1l " " ., ..,
I~'" " '" ,.. . ,. .. _1'-,-" " "

.,
'" '.'

1911'119:, \'.. '1M s"'..·• O<,,,,"n-.o..., •\~r,<,ul'..r<, ~1.''''1Ql lIull"i" ". I;.
1~:6·19.1a ~ltllI,"I,. ,~~u..... ('rO\" ..... ~lar~et.. l'",l(d :''''In u.pa.._ of .\~.;.,gl<ur",.

T.\H1.E .\:X:\. \'l
,lol1thlJ' Ilclllll\~ 1'..lt-e-. or (·hld...",.. Id,,1I0. 1910.19:\1

(1910.1911=100)

"'1
I!~

1"'1
I ~"

1""­
"..I"~

'""."-",-
III!
07

'"".

ncl.

II~

'"".10.\

""'"1.. ';
!-f'1<,

'"In!

'"""'n1M
I"!
152

'"

AUlJ·

11.1'
10!

"'"'"...
'"1.:..
15~.. '

.IUM

• , • • I illJO! '" 171 ,~ '" 1..2 '"1"2 I"! I~! '" '" 1.1.1 J!! l.lJ
1.1.1 1J.\ I"! '" 1!5

I
1!5 '" '"I!S IJS '" H! lJ.1 12/1 I!i W!, '" 129 l.ia 112 1.'11 l3! '" 1115

I,ll, '" 1.1S U! '" '" 1.11 '"'" 1.12 '"' 1S~ '" '" '"r'" '" lH 1.13 '" 1.\5 I!'I P'

'" 1-f9 '" Ih1 '" ISO 1~/1 137
1!i3 15'! 1.18 IS' '" "U '" '"U(, 1.111 120 1J~ J!l I!~ IIJ 105
102 '00 '00 Ill; ". 109 107 'II'

" " " " .. 78 6, ('!.,

" 6.1 " " '" 6, 57 5i

" " " " " 79 i.1 14

Fri',~, ),,,

1911) 10!
1\111 '"191: '"19l.1 10~

19U "19i.\ "I'llb "1'117 '"I'HR I.l,l
1919 H,
1'l!0 '"1911 IH
192! '"19~.1 '"l'l~" lJ~

I'J~, 125
19,;h '"1927 '"l'l!ll lJi
19J9 '"19.10 '"19.n IOJ
19.1'; "19,1J "19.1" "
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TAUIA:: XXXnJ
~Ionlhl)' ~'ftrm I'rices 01 Eo.,_ 11111110. 1910-1934

(Celli" • dozeu)

Yru 00. '0" 'l«.,
I'll/} H.fli j~.OI .10.0\ !~.O "·'1 2<4,0, 26.0 28.0 311.01 .1,1.0 .11.11 -.ci]i
1911 18·°1 Jl.O !6,O 20.0 !(I.CI .lUI lUI .!S.Oj 21,0 30.0 Hili J6,1I
l'll 36.0 30.0 .N.a U.O j1gl 21.0, 22.0 25.0 1/1,0, .11.0; .Ifdl .IUI
191J J5.0 31.01 14.0. 2lI.0, 19.01 21.01 24.0, .?1.0 In.o 38.0. 39.0
I'll· 39.0, 2').Oj n.D, Hl.fI 19.0 19.0 "·'1 14.0 .!1.01 H.G .15.11 41.11
1915 311.0, 28.01 "'I 11.0 19.0 ZO.O 21.0 24.01 .,!5.0 !9.0 .lJ.lI, 41.n
1916 :tgl J.8.01 21.0 19.0 U.O l3.0, nO

l
26.0 .10.01 3S.0 H,I) 41.n

1911 41.0 JLO, 32.0 n.o H.tI, H.O )i.O, 41.0 4.1.0 "'., 55.0
19111

~' H.O, .15.01 32.0 31.°1 H,O, .16.0 .G.O 41.0, H.I) 56.0 6.1.0
1919 62.0, 39.01 M.' H.O, H.G1 n.o H.OI 44.0: 44.0 54,0 ~.O, 11.0
19~0 71.0 49.0, 40.01 .18.0 .19.0, .1'1.0 4.1.0 49.0 50.0, 59.0 H.O />~.O
1911 55.0, 15.0 30.01 11.0 19.0 10.01 1.1.01 .11.0 .11.0 .18.0 H.O 46.0
1911 15.0 15.0, _'0.0, 19.0 1'1.0, 11.0 16.0 UI.O H.O H.O H.O 40.n
19]J .\4.0, 18.0, nOI 17.0 1'1.0

1 !O.O 10.0, !O.O 15.0 H.O 4/>.11 4!.0
19!4 .18.0 ~.O 16·°1 11.0 19.0, 11.0 !1.0 15.0 17.0, .15.0 45.0 4;.1l
1915 u.O ,., ]4,01 !J.O !j.O !6.0, 29.0 29.0 .11.0 .t8.0 41.0 45.0
19]/> .11.0, !,.o ].1.0 10.0 11.0 no 14.01 14.0 .10.01 .18.0 U.O 43.11
1'1]' .14.0, 28.0' !3.0 111.0 111.0, 19.0 19.0 no 16.0 .15.0 4!.0 .1'I.ll
19!8 .11.01 !6.0, 20.0 19.0 10.0 10.0 2!.01 16.0 .10,0 .1].0 H.O 41.0,m JJ.O H.O !6.0 !O.O :;'1.0 :;'.1.0, !4,0, 16,0 29,0. , ., 4!.0 42,n,,,. ;!t.01 !9,0 10.0 19.0 18.0' 18.01 10.0 19.0 2l.0 !'iI.O .11.0 18.0
19.11 17.01 14,0 11..1 11.6 10.! 10.5 11.4 11.$ 1'.5, !l.6 ]78 211.9
19l1 16.5 14.0 11.1 1t.6, .., 10.0, 10.5 1.1.1 14.4 1\1..1 ." ~:.7
19.1.1 18.1 1111 11,11 ~.7 II ,.I 107 ILl 11.7 I ~.'1 11.2 !6./> 1,l.4
1'1.14 '" 111\ Ill,.I! 10..1 10.5 '" 1J.9 lfo.ll! 111.1 ~b,OI .11.0 !1l1

191010!5 ""liN Stat.. ~.rt-"I 'If ....ltr~htlr., Suoli..",al B".II..., .. :\0. 1;-
1916-19.14 ).Io.uhlr , ..... rot.. and ).Iark.... l'n;lf'd SUI.. Ikpart....,.., of ''''In.,,It,,,,,,

T,\DU'; XXX\'111
,\10111 hi)' Hclnll\e 1~r1<:"t'-" or 1-:4:::t'", Idllho. 1910,1934

(1910.1914 1(0)

I , I I ,
1910 ,.. I '" I '" " " " " .. , ".I '" '" 14i
1911 IH ,U " " " " "' "' " '" '" 128
1913 U. '" " " " " " "' , .. '" 1..!8 UI
19lJ 124 '" " " " " " " .. ", '" U,
19U U. '" " .. " " " " .. ,u .,. '"1915 '" " " '" " " " " " '" '"

,,,
1916 U. 1.15 " " " "' " " ", '" '56 '"191' 'W '" '" '" ,u '" '" '" '" IH '" '"1911 '" ". 12~ I ,U '" 121 1I8 14I US '" ... ]2.1
1919 '" U. '" 121 124 '" '" '56 ". '" 2.14 !'.l
1920 259 '" '" '" 'M U. 1S1 ". '" ". ZjO no
19]1 '" '" '" " " " " "" '" '" '''' '"1922 124 '" " " " '" " .. .. '" '" U!
192.1 '" .. "' " " " " " .. '" '" '"1924 '" '" " " " " " " .. '" '''' ",1925 '56 WI " "' "' " '" '" 'U U, '" ''''19!6 "" .. " " " " " "' '" '" ", 152
192' 121 " " " " " " " " IH '" 1,111
19~1 '" " " " " " " " ", I!.I 1,18 '"1929 '" '" " " " " " " '" 1.lS ,.. '"1930 '" '" " " " .. " " " '" 'U "19J1 " " " " " " " " " " .. \OJ
1932 " so " " ,I~ " " " " .. .. "19.1J .. " " " " " " " " " .. "'19.14 " " ." " .17 " " " " .. "" ,""



INDEX NUMBERS m' IDAHO FARM PRICES

'r,\BLE XX~'\:L'\:

MOIllhl)' Purm I'rloes oC BUIICr-Cul, Idaho, 1910.19301

(CCIl .... -er pound)

y"",. I Jan. I ~·dl. Mar. "'1""jJ.'"'JJ'" 1."., "0·1 ,x<. r;o~. 0«.

1910

I" ~~ " ~ U 13 U U' ~ ~ " "1911 " " " " " " I " " " " "1912 " I" " " " , " " " " " " "1913 " " " " " " 22 " I " " " "191~ " " " " " " " " " " " "1915 " " " " " " " " " " " I "1916 " " " " " " " " " " " "1911 J2 32 J5 36 36 3~ H 37 ~4 H 46 4i
1918 46 H H 41 39 3i 39 .4 .8 i6 59 i8
1919 D il 48 51 il 49 49 53 is Q ~ ~

1m ~ ~ ~ Q ~ ii ~ Si " U ~5 ~1
1921 H 41 <40 JI ]11 ~ 2'9 J6 36 42 41 36
1911 26 31 31 Z8 J1 JlI 3. H 34 38 41 42
19]3 H 42 .] 42 31l 40 38 <40 4S 43 H 46
I~ ~ ~ 44 ~ JI 35 H J6 ~ 38 J6 J6
1925 J9 J9 .0 .0 J9 41 42 41 48 52 H 51
19M ~ H « 42 .2 ~ <40 J9 q H U 45
I~ G 46 ~ .~ 41 J9 ~ ~ 44 ~ 46 46
19U ~ 46 45 .3 41 41 .J ~5 H 51 so 41l
1m 4i 4i 46 « H H H « 46 ~ U %
I~O JI 35 35 3i J6 JlI ~ 3] 37 D 35 31
1931 23 13 26 21 :!O 19 19 2J 2i ~II 28 18
1932 .. 19 Ii U E; IJ I.! 16 16 III III !1
1~3 16 U H 14 19 19 21 19 19 I,! 18 16
1934 14 11 21 Ii 17 19 19 13 13 ., ."1 JJ

1910 10 A..." ••• 19:!O, E..i .....t~. f« "Sou""c or Dau.... a.-..dix.
SeoC~. 1920.1925, lIn;lf'd Stal IHpaMn t "I A,-rie"lture St:niot....l 11"11",,,. :'\0. 11.
19~6 19J..l. \I""lhlr ;Ul>n. ('rot" a Jlar I'o"tn! Stal .... l~.l"""'t ..r A....ult"rr.

,....I\..~.00.

Idltho. 1010 .. 1934
T,\BLE XI~

MonUoly IkolllChe f'rh.."l'l> or Buuerluc.
IlltlO·IOI-& tOO)

~ Ap., i ...Ia, June JUII

-j'.'tl IIJ illS
.. , ,

ilJ - ----1"11J I I!U I " " " '" '" 'u I IIi
1911 ,.~ II.! " " >- >- " " " .. '" \I ,I
1'Jll 'U '" IllS '" " " " " " '" 1111 'U
191J ,,, ,,,, Ill! W! " ;'1 " "

,.,
'" Il.l III

1914 '" '" " " >- >- " >- " '" '" '"1.,.1S '" " >- >- >- "
I
" >- " '. ,.

'"1'Jlb '" 10! " " " " .., " " '" 110 111
191 i '" ,.~ IJ! '" '" UK ,., '" '" '" '" '"1"111 '" '" '" ", 141 '" 141 '" ... 211 zn Zla
1919 114 \,,! '" '" '" '" '" '" 1(17 I lJJ '" 25!
.9l{) 148 2!6 2!I> lJJ 1~6 114 !ll ll~ 2~8 lJJ '"' '"19U '" '" ". '" '" .. '" '" '" '" '" '"1912 " 110 '" .., 10! '" Ill! 1111 128 '" '" '"1\113 '" '" '" '" I~; ". '" ". ". '" '" '"1924 '" '" '" '" '" Il2 1211 '" 14; '" '" '"19!5 '" '" "" ". '" '" '" Iii ... '" '"' '"1926 '" '" '" ". '" "" ". '" ". '" 162 '"19U '" '" '" '" '" '" ". ". '" '" '" li,l
1928 ... li,l ". 162 '" '" 162 '" ... In ". '"1929 '" '" '" '" ((,5 '" '" '" '" '" '" '"1930 '" IH 132 ". '" 1\.1 ,,, ". ". ". 1J1 '"19J1 " ". " " " " " " Wl .., '" ..,
1911 .., " " " " .. " .. .. " " ..,
19.1J '" ,., " " " " " " " .. " "19.14 S~ >- " " ". " " .. .. 102 .., '"
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