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Thirty·Five Years of Farm Prices
To Idaho Farmers

A. N. NYBROTEN •

Introduction

IN JUNE 1935 the Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station pub-
lished bulletin number 210 Index Numbers of Idaho Farm Prices

by C. O. Youngstrom. The publication gave monthly quotations of
the prices of the major farm products marketed in Idaho, gave sea
sonal variations and price trends graphically, and also gave nu
merical price indices of groups of products. The bulletin, though
detailed and comprehensive, did not give averages of individual
farm products. In March 1941 Mimeo-Leaflet No. 34, Index Num
bers of Idaho Farm Prices by Leo J. Fenske supplemented the
bulletin by furnishing later data. It is the purpose of this report to
further supplement the original bulletin both by furnishing certain
averages and measures of fluctuations as well as the more recent
prewar and wartime data.

Government programs for directing agricultural production have
complicated the job of price reporting. Bonuses have been paid on
several bases, depending mainly upon the action desired. Some of
the payments have been on an acreage basis, some on normal yields,
and other methods have been used. If straight payments had been
made for the amount produced without any further provisions the
payments could be treated simply as a part of the price. Because
the payments made for beets were nearly on this basis and were
a significant part of the farmers' returns they have been included
in the prices shown in this bulletin. Potato payments have been
omitted because the basis of compliance has varied and usually
they have not been large. The "incentive" payment for the 1943
production, which was roughly a bonus of 50 cents per bushel of
normal yield on the acreage planted above 90 percent of the goal of
the individual farm, but limited to 20 percent of the goal, is per
haps the most serious omission from the standpoint of estimating
income. However, this should be thought of as a production support
rather than a price support.

Table 1 shows the annual averages of the monthly quotations
found in the original bulletin, the leaflet, and more recent quota
tions from current reports made by the Crops and Markets Di
vision, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, United States Depart
ment of Agriculture. The reader should be forewarned that it is
not possible to calculate the income from these crops by multiplying
these averages by the amount produced because the heavy market-
• Auociate Asricuhural Entnon>in. IdlIbo Aarkultural E.o:pwi""'''1 Slalion
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ing may have taken place in months considerably above or below
the average in price.

Trends and Fluctuations

In general, Idaho farm prices have varied much the same as those
for the United States as a whole. Because of the 10llg haul to market,
the costs of which remain much the same despite variations in re
tail prices of farm products, prices to Idaho farmers vary more
than to farmers nearer the market. (1)

Before World War I the prices of farm products were quite stable.
They rose rapidly during the war and generally continued to rise
until the summer of 1920. The prices of the different farm products
did not "break" uniformly at a given time (See Table 2). The
prices of nearly all the farm products began to fall before the har
vest but after the farmer was entirely committed to his production.
The price depression of the early 1930's was very much a repe
tition of what occurred in 1920. Again prices fell at a very incon
venient time during .the year so far as any farm reorganization was
concerned.

Year·lo-year Fluctuations

Table 2 shows the extremes in yearly averages of farm prices
during the period. Potato prices to Idaho farmers, largely because
of the long haul as well as erratic production, have fluctuated more
than any of the other products-from a high of $2.37 per bushel to
$0.26 per bushel. The price of potatoes bas dropped as much as 70
percent from one year to the next. Of the 17 products shown, the
prices of chickens and beets have fluctuated the least. For chickens
the highest annual average price was 288 percent of the lowest. The
greatest decrease from one year to the next in chicken prices was
only 25 percent whereas it was 50 percent for beets. As shown in
Table 3, the average percent difference between the yearly averages
and the average for the period was 23 for beets and 20 for chickens.
This is an indication of comparative short-time and long·time sto·
bility in these prices.

The prices of crops have fluctuated more than those for livestock
and livestock products. This is true whether considered for long
time or short-time changes. Wheat prices have fluctuated con·
siderably more than those for oats or barley.

Seasonal Variations

The prices of all the farm products show a pattern of variation
during the production year (See Tables 4 and 5). The price of wool
has varied only slightly during the year. In fact it is doubtful if the
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6 IDAHO AGRICULTURAL EXPERMENT STATION

Table 2.-Prlce rJuctuations in 17 major Idaho fann products, 1910 to 1944

F."'lrm>r pO«=>. I )lon.h and ,.nor of
dllr;1II 1910-19.~ ,_. I,.i« brill...,

Grrateil 1>C1"' ,. PTie<- deCor_ion
«:tIl dccrUK

Av. of ,-\Y. of I'toreenl from One year
Fan" 1"olIn<u hirh yr. I"... 1'. hiwh low to 1M nexl Early 1920'. ..:arl,. 19JO'.

W ....., $:!'.II $0.37 '" " i'"'''' "'" Mal'. nzs
0." ., .2.~ ". " -. "'" -'y1UW' 19211
lIarlc, U2 ." ... ", Mar•• 920 • ay, 1923

Alr.lb hay 2UI S.2' .., " M",.. 1920 May, 1928
Clover ..,co.I 22.00 4.12 ... " Ar;" 1920 lilly. 1929
Alfalfa SC<"t 23.17' 6.37 m " ;\ ay. 1920 lin." 1929

I)..y Bean. 11.~ I.H '" 48" No.... 1919
i"~' 1929"ppl" 2.~'J· .n ", J'.. Mar. 19ZO une. I9Jll

r'oCa..... 2.17 " ". " J....., 192'0 "ne. IUD

Supr 11ft.. 12.42" 4.21 ", "rim ....,.1.. 11.15' .1O~ '" " Mar. 1920 Mal'. 192')
ll~. 15.45 J.S.' '" 41 •• Oct .• I'1ZO AllII: .• I'IN

L,.",bJ I.l.O.\ J.U '" " May, 1"20 )lar. 1929
W'"' .,. .. >0' " ,'eb.. 1\120 ~·~b .• 1929
Ch"kcN .,w ... '" " )In. 1920 Julie. 1929

~~IPII ." .n "" " Dec•• 1920 Ilec.., 1919
Iltdl<"..b. .3' ." '" " ...... "'" Oct.•• 9:?9

'In '!>fte case••1.00 hill. .nnu.l n"",~" WlU ruchcd dur;ne World War II. The price of $12.42
foe.. torl for bcfl. i. I e l,rdimillllTr fi~re fOl'" cb.. 1944 C'<>II. Go",rnmenl l~yn,..ntl are included
In the {iIDU. In.lI othtr ""_ the bIll. rea..h"", in 1920.

•• The ",Qlal pt«...t price deeR,,"" for lin apple., and ..... ""Ill" .t the outsft of the price
d~ion of the eo." 19.ro'.. The Cft1llftol l>erwtll d~",._ fOl'" .he <>lim" prodUCI. came
bcIW'ftU 1920 ."" 1'111.

price has generally risen enough between clips to pay the storage
costs plus a reasonable interest on the investment in the wool.

Not only do potato prices vary from year to year and from price
level to price level, but they have increased considerably upon stor·
ing. This can be attributed largely to great storage costs-bulkiness,
moisture shrinkage, and decay. It should be noted, however, that
the disturbances in the farmers' potato market are so great that in
13 out of 34 years was the price higher in November than in
March. 1 The price of eggs varies greatly during the year. During
the 35-year period the average of the highest month was 197 per·
cent of the average of the lowest month. Seasonal variations in
prices of livestock and livestock products have been smaller than
those for crops.

The trend has been toward smaller seasonal variations in prices
in most of the farm products. Part of this may be caused by goy.
ernment programs but also the progress in storage development and
21so lower interest on money must be accredited. 1t should not be
• This may seem eonf",i",. The poin. is .hal the NOft,nebr prite was hi,h.,. in lJ yurs and the

Match pl'ice was hir"er In 21 years, bUI durin, the 21 ynra lhe difference ~"'een the Mardi price
and November price "'as e1lOU,h ,reale. than tbe difference dllr;nl' the lJ )'GIra 10 tbat the a¥ft·
a,e priee ill. :Vareb 101 CO>1Iidenb!y hirhet. If !be farmer bad held his JIQIatOQ I...... JIi~
u. Kareb~ 1ft., be "'OI:lId ba.-e rUlri.-ed • lower price il1 lJ of !be l~ yea... a h;"bcr pne..
.11 21 y...... bat efIOUI'Io lair.... i.tI tbesc: 21 y.ra 10 Ita.... nenral • price 17 percatt Itit:.... i.tI
M.udo.
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Table 3._Average prices and dlrterences from the average for 11 major
Idaho farm products. 1910-]944

-,- -II- _111_ ~I\'- -\'-

.\v~"..o:~ l'ri.,., .\...,",Iil'~ difff'rtlotC' ".. "1\'
f"r 1911)·1944 bel:",""" yearly ~s a l>tr·

l'nil of ~ u"" rntt ."i 'N- ~nll.,~ of
~·.rm l'rndllCl "~.ur. o ..-.u,~ 1910·1"-44 a,~...1:C "III"

W!>n. lh,tbt-l $1.Oll $(U~ ...
0.. lluJl>d .~r ." "Il...·ler "...... ... ., "
~~..= T~ 11'1.06 J.tW ..

lIuW! IfUI J.~11 "Alfalf. IIHd It........ 11 •.1; 2. l< "II.,. Hn.... IIWI 1M. 4.rll 1.52 ".\ppI.. II"ohd 1.110 r ""ocalOl'S "...., .7$ JO "..... T~ 1.01 1.61 "Hod" callie 100 !bo. It.n 1,51 "II",. 100 1.... .... l .•' ",.... 100 IbL .... 2.46 "Wool .~.. " ." "CIIi.Iotnl .~.. " ." ...... ""'" ." ." "Butterbt .~.. .J' ." "
• Tbc:Ie fillura ;..dude t'W"","tnl .... rm.nt, " 'No "", .......... .., .... ""',tt"d ,.., f'lIllre.

would ......0' ...... U.42, $1.32 ..owl 19 p«'CftIt.

inferred that the seasonal variation should be eliminated entirely
because costs of putting the product on the market are different for
the seasons of the year. Where the farmer has the choice of getting
his produce on the market at different times during the )'ear he must
compare his costs and the prices for the different times,

Prices of Feed and Livestock

Figure 1 shows a comparison of the level of the prices of feeds
compared with those for livestock plus livestock products. Accord~
ing to the figure it would appear that the relative prices h:we been
favorable to feeders of livestock ever since 1925. From 1938 to 1943
inclusive the relationship was unusually favorable for livestock
feeding, During 1917 to 1920, although prices (or livestock and
livestock products were abllormally high, the price:; of feeds were
extremely high-even in comparison to the prices for livestock and
livestock products.

Ordinarily the price for a product produced under competitive
conditions falls as the efficiency of production increases, That the
prices of feeds are lower compared with the prices of livestock and
livestock products than they were during 1910 and 1914 does not
necessarily mean that the relationship is an inducement to feeding
in all areas. The spread in prices may indicate a difference in the
growth in the efficiency of production. Although great strides have
been made in controlling animal diseases, 3nd in the breeding, feed-
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Table •.-SeasonAl variaUons In the relatives price!! received by Idaho
farmers for 9 major crops, 1910 to 1944
(Ave-rare of period for each crop=-IOO)

Alf.lf. c..~ Alfalfa n"
What 0". nark,. '" .... .... Apr1"" "_1- ""M

At.......:
~.n\1ll..,. ". " " '" " .. " " ..
......" '" ". '" '" H" " .. " "llard1 '" ". '" '" '" '" '" " ..

A ., '" 10; ", ", '" '" '" '" "~ ,.. '" ,.. '" '" H' ,.. III '"
,.~ '" '" '" ,.. '" ". '" '" ",,., ". ,,, '" " '" '00 '"

,,, ,..
'- " '00 " .. .. .. '" '" '"-_... .. .. " .. " .. " " ..
On.... " .. " .. " .. " "N_ba- .. .. .. .. " .. " " ..- .. .. " .. " " '" " ..

1'","" ...,. ..-A
i, ., "". _".

Poriod *"" '" H' '" ". ,,, H' '"~ '" '"For 1911.1934 '" '" '" '" '" ", ". '"
,,,

F~ liHJ.1940 II~ ". '" ,.. '" '''' '" '" '"F~ 1941·19'" ". '" '" '" '" '" '" ". m

• II YU _ dfttMd _rr 10 adj_ the sca-t nria.;"" f ... 'boo cHea of ..... ITeDd, VlttpC

for .M ,mod fIl 194\-19<44 _heft adj..-...ml .... ddinitclr .",./.kd. For ,10.. pniod I.... ad-
1""1MlU ...... madr.

•• TIle ...b"n _11.I,. pritto 0( _"......110. bootlcr. appla. and pc:u~ wen ealculatrd fr....
,he ptriod 1910 10 1944 i ...hu'n.. F« albH.....,.. doTn" oecd. and dry ......... lhe' IWI"..... 1910
, .. 19.fO imd....' ... ..-1...... for alb]f• ..,.... 191;4 10 1940 'lId"';••. I .. _ non .. tbla
'UC inchod<d for _,.... talff lha" "u~, 1"«, but .h. inch..ton of lhae would ......... .-e
~ any a...ifaltl diffrrc<ltt.

Table 5.-Seasonal variations in relative prices reedved by Idaho farmers
for livestock and Uvestock products, 1919 to 1944

(Averal'e price for 1910-1944=100)

lied Callk Hop ,.... Wool Chicuns - Butterfst

MOfII/o$:t·n....., " ,.• '" '00 'Os '''' '"I'bruar, '" " '00 ,., " '00 '00
11...,10 '" '00 '" '" " " "
"t.ril '" '" ", '" ". " "'" '" '" '" ,.. ." "

..,
June ". '00 '" '00 '" " "
luly '00 ". ." '00 '" " 'H
Au,ull " ". '" H'" '" " "September " '" " '00 '" '" '"
October " '" " '00 " '" ",
November " " .. '00 " ". ".
l>ecernbe<" .. " .. '00 .. '" '"

I'.,runl ~;II~ "'....,~
;60{1"..,_II,'

Period .bo",,·' HS "' "' '" H' 1"1 '"For 1911l-19H '" '" '" 10; "' '" ,OJ
For 19J5·19.0 '" '" HS ". ". ". m
1"0' 1941.1944 '" "S ,,, "S "' '16 '"

• It .....s not dcemfd nn:qu,ry to .djust the ft:lI.fOftI,l V3r;"',;o" lor the elf«t of the trelld. elfC'Cpl
for the period of 19.H9•• "'bere -.ljultmcnt ..... ddinitely needfd. YOI'" !hil v<'l"iod the -.I.
,"'tmen! .... made•

•• The ltIOO!kly rtlaLive r:k.. ~...n • .., bated ... the .I,proldm.o..ely H.y"". period of 1910 10
19••. Dat.....ere ....i Ill.. only tlt..OUlh Au,l1II. 1944.
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Figure I.-Relative prices of feeds and livestock and livestock products to

Idaho fanners during 1910 to 1944.

ing, and hom~ing of animals, it is improbable that this has kept
pace with the growth in the efficiency of crop production brought
about through mechanization, fertilizers, plant breeding, and con
trol of insects, diseases, and weeds. If the farmer has the alternative
of producing crops or livestock and his production unit is limited,
he will turn to the line of production giving the greater rate of re
tllrn. In this case he will not always feed animals, even if it might
be argued that it will pay. because crop production may pay better.

Dry Edible Peas

Although Idaho has produced seed peas for 30 years or more it is
difficult to obtain early price figures. A main variety of commercial
field peas is the Alaska. Although prices of other varieties differ
from this considerably those for Alaskas point out the changes
from one time to another. During World War II prices have been
supported by the government.
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Table 6.-Contract prices to farmers In Moscow area
for commercial Alaska peas

PrIce (dollars Price (dollars
Year per 100 Ibs.) Year per 100 Ibs.)

1934 2.50 1940 1.75
1935 2.00 1941 2.00
1936 1.50 1942 '.00
1937 1.50 1943 4.40
1938 1.00 1944 4.40
1939 1.25 1945 3.50·

Althoullh the 1I0""rnmCIlt IUI'IIO't I,rice dropped $l.15 bctw""" IQU 1",1
19H the price to the /am,CI" drOJlllC' ,,"ly $0.90. ·I'hc W"'lfCution w1th hillh
..·heat pricel il the k>8'icll us'Ianlti"".

It should be noted that the prices quoted in Table 6 are contract
prices. Although there are significant short-time differences be·
tween these and open-market prices, the contract prices soon re
spond to the market. Some of the plants have a fixed price on only
part of the grower's crop and agree to take the rest at market price.
In the long run it is probable that the independent price might be
a little higher because price risks are avoided in contract prices and
more supervision is given by the companies.

Garden and Vegetable Seeds

Idaho looms very important as an area of the production of in
tensively-grown seed3. Climatic, soil and water conditions in some
of the irrigated sections warrant high labor inputs and yield good
crops. Idaho ranks second only to California in the production of
these seeds. Nearly every major seed company of the nation is active
in the state.

The major part of the garden pea and bean seed production is in
the irrigated areas of southcentral and southwestern Idaho. Table
7 shows the prices by variety for 1934 to 1944 inclusive. It is note
worthy that prices were quite stable before the war and have risen
quite uniformly during the war.

Other Vegetable Seeds

Table 8 shows the prices paid to growers of some of the major
vegetable seeds. The great majority of these seeds are grown on
contract. Again, as in the cases of beans and peas, prices were very
stable. A great deal of the production of these seeds is "hedged" by
the seed companies before contracts are let-that is, the seed crop
is sold before it is planted. This tends to stabilize prices by adjust
ing the acreage to the market demands. During World War II both
acreages and prices have increased. The loss of the supplies of the
"low countries" of Europe on the world market has been an import
ant factor.



THJRTY-FrvE YEARS OF FARM PRICES TO IDAHO FARMERS 11

Table 'l'.-Contract prius to Idaho growenl of garden beans
a.nd peas for seed, 1934-1944 (d

(Dollars per 100 pounds)

Kind or ".<itty 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1~.O 1941 1942 1943 19H

J)\\"uf rrcen bano
a. B'I<fM'e Str;nrlCIl H' 3.50 S.OO 3.50 1.00 3.50 •.00 5.75 '.00 '.00
.". Land<etll Strinll'teu

b. Tendenrrcen '.00 4.50 '.00 9.75 9.75
Ciant St<inlllc.. '.00 3.50 5.2, 3." 3.n 4.25 6.2, 8.50 8.50

l>\\"uf wax beano
a. Brittle Wall 4.50 5.25 '.00 10.15 LO.75
b. Sure Crop
maek Wax '.00 3." 5.50 , .5O 3.50 US 4.75 6.7, ~U, 9.2,
c,. Pencil Pod
mack Wax 5.50 4.,0 3.50 '.00 4.,0 b.7S 9.75 9.75

Pole beano
a Kentucky Wunder .t.50 3." U, '.00 US '.00 4.,0 6.7, ~.'O 9.,0

Daby Uma bc2nl
•. Hendeuon
B"oll Lima 3.50 3.7' 4.S0 ...., 3.00 3.50 '.00 '.00 '.00 8.00

Pc....
a. Tall variety

Alderman 2.75 3.25 3.00 2.50 2.75 2.75 S.OO 5.50 ,.50
b. Shorter variety

'.00Huml<allold ,.00 3.n 3.25 '.00 3.2, 3.25 '.00 '.00

(a) 1)ata l"rni.hW by Co.nel; Sctd Company

There have been significant acreages of other vegetable and oil
bearing seeds in Idaho--notably mustard, turnip, and rape-but
the production has not become !';tabilized either in place or time.
Continuous long~time prices were not available to the writer.

Summary

Idaho produces more than her own needs of nearly all agricultural
products. In some areas there is a seasonal in-movement of some
farm products-such as eggs. Local storage facilities are generally
inadequate to store these products from the time of the surplus pro~

duction until the time the products are needed locally. This is a cause
of unusually large seasonal fluctuations in prices.

By and large the seasonal variations of the prices have become
less during World War II. Prices for livestock and livestock pro~
ducts as a whole vary less during the year than do the prices for
crops. Beginning from a higher level, prices for livestock and live
stock products have not risen as much during World War II as have
the prices for feed crops.

Idaho farmers are far from the consumer market. Transportation
costs remain much the same despite variations in the price of the
produce on the consumer market. This brings about great year-to
year fluctuations in the prices received by Idaho farmers, who thus
become "shock absorbers" in the national food supply.
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Table 8.-Contract prices paid to Idaho farmers for several veretable seeds {II

(Unlt---dollan)

5"'<1 .nd .,..;etl' 1'lJ4 lllJ5 1936 1937 1938 11139 "'" 194' 19H IIIH 1944

eon. (100 pouDda)
Opm.s>o!li"UIOd

Colokft B.o.lltam 2.J5 2.15 2.40 2.15 2.40 2.25 1.25 l.llS .L~S 4.50 ..",
Golden Early Mulld. ,.'" S.", 2.70 S.", ,." ,.'" ~.SO 2.50 S.'" 4.75 5.50
Stowdl'. EftrlTem V'S 3.2S 3.05 3.25 ,." W 2.75 2.75 J.H ..'" ..",

1Iybri(b
F.ady)Juer.- ... S.'" ,.", 10.00 "..GoIdm C.... San,am ..", ..", ..", ... 4.25 •. 15 4.U .." .." ,.", ,,,,
H)'brid EYft"lJ'ft"I ..", S.'" ..", '.00 ,.so $.U ,.", 11.00 11.00

Onioa. (JKlID'4I)-- .W ." ." ." ." ." ." ." .OS 1.10 '1.10
Yellow Globe ... ... ." ." ." ." ." •OS ..,. L"Whitl! Ponupl ." ... ... ... ... ... .'" .M .'" US >JS

Canub (pooaIIb)
5taAd&rcl ...rid..i.. ... ... ... .'" ." ."

l..i.... bea... (100...,.....h) !.SO .", S.'" .." .... ..", .",

Laf Ir:u_ (_net.) " ." ,. ." J'
II.." Idt_ ('*'..... ) ." ." '" .'" L'"
JtadiM (__)

'=" ." ." ." ." ." ... ." ." ." ." ...
ScarilOt Giak ." ." ." ." ." ." ." ." ." ." .,

(.) 'nil: (\au Oft ..dillo t«d ..ere ",ioed I....... uri ~'. lh=t~• •·.·UrM ....R Coonr-",.. The otller
data~ ~yfd I...... ~U.lin'l 01 other teed _paille. "rd'err;Ill nat 10 be ...-...
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Appendix

Table 9 is included for those who will want detailed information
on monthly prices. These are available for the 25-year period of
1910-1934 in Idaho Experiment Station Bulletin No. 210, Index
Numbers of Idaho Farm Prices. Monthly prices for 1935-1940 are
taken from Mimeo..l.eaflet No. 34. The more recent data were ob-
tained from current issues of Crops and Markets, United States
Department of Agriculture.

Table 9.-Monlhb' 'ann prlees to ldabo 'anners '01' se.leeted prodneb
1935 to 1944

....~
and TC20r J•• .... ~~. A",. ~., J_ l ..lr .\"'1. ..... 00. Nln'. ""

W....""'.II'J5 ." ." " ." .70 ." .S> ... ... .M ." .".". ." ." ." » ." ... .n ... ... .N ... ."..~ LM 1.02 1.02 1.05 ." .% ... ." " ... ... .">U. ." ." ... .S> " ." .n .U ... ... ... ."lUI' ." ." ... ... ... ... .~. .n .. ." .S> ".... .. ... ... "' ." ." .52 ." ." ." .M .SO.... .>S .SO ." ." ." ." ." ." ... " ." ..
1942 ... ... ." .N .N ... .. ... ." ." ." 1.01
194J L" 1.07 1.11 1.11 I.U 1.1'- 1.17 1.22 '" ... 1.26 U,
19~" I.J4 OJ> I.H LU '.U I.JZ 'JO 1.:27 1.22 1.27 ,... L"

IJ.'~....
I'HS " .. " " " .. " " " " " "IU6 " " " " .. " " " JS " .. ..
19J7 .. .. " " .. .. " " " " " "19J8 " .- " " " " " .. .. " .. "19J9 " .. " "

,.
" .. " " .. " "

1940 " " " " " " " " " " " "1941 " " " " " ~ ~ " " " " "1942 " .. .. " " " .. " " .. .. ..
194J " " " .. >S " " .. " .. .. ..
1944 " " " " " " " " >S " S> ..

P".I.:!
<ft.•.

I~H S' ,., " .. " " " ." " " .. ..
19·1~ .. " " .. .. " " 50 " " .S ..
19J7 " " '" " " " " " " .. " ..
19J8 " " .. •• " " " " " " " "19J') " " " JS J6 " ... " " " " "
1940 " .. " " " .. " " .1'1 .. " ..
1~41 .. " " .. " " " " " " " "1942 ••• .. " " .. " " " 50 " " ..
194J " " " " " " .. " "

,. ,.
"19'" '" '" '" '" "S "S '" " " " .. "

(I"..... sr.'/
8 'h".

1'/.15 10.70 lUG 11.40 11.80 11.80 9... tJ ••20 8.041 7.(,0 7.56 1.80 .."
I~J6 .." ,." 8.70 ,." ,." 8.10 8.50 1\.70 12.80 IJ.50 14.50 15.50
19J1 16.50 11.50 18.00 19.00 18.50 11.50 16.50 16.50 18.00 11.60 16.50 17.20
19J8 18.00 18.50 17.80 18.50 H.SO 18.00 18.00 6.50 6.20 UO '"'0 .."
IIIJII 8.70 .." .." 1.10 8.10 8.50 .." •." 8.40 8.40 1.50 •.70

19~O •.'0 .." 1.10 ,." ,." 7.50 ].50 6.50 S." 5.10 U, DO
11I41 UO S." 5.20 5.55 5.90 6.10 6••0 7.JO 7.JO '.SO ,." ,."
1942 ..., 10.411 10.00 ,." 10.50 10.50 9.50 9."0 ,." 12.20 12.60 12080,1
1945 IUD 13.50 14.20 14.70 14.90 15.50 16.00 16060 17.9\1 18.00 18.JO 18.70
1'44 "." 18.40 18.30 18.JO 18.30 18.30 I8.JO 17.80 lB.40 18.60 19.60 19.60
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Table 9.-Monthly farm prices to Idaho farmers for selected products
1935 to 1944 (COD'i.)

ProdllCl
and yea, Jail. .., ll .. , "~pro )Ia)' ) .."t Jllly •\"1'. Sepl• 00. N..... 0«.

tt:!" #nI
19J5 IUlG 12••0 lJ.iO lUI) U.SO 'U. ?ill !UO ?JO i.iI) i.70 <0'
19J6 '.00 .... .... '.00 9.50 10.00 ..~ ."" 11,90 12.50 14.00 IUO
19J7 14.70 IUO fBO "00 16.00 16.00 15.00 14.$0 15.JO 17.60 17.00 16,.10
19l$ 17.00 '"00 "00 \9.00 111.00 1&.50 17.00 12.30 11.00 12.00 "... lUG
I9J9 14.00 1J.20 U.SO 14.00 \·UO l.l.OO IJ.50 12.00 12.00 11.60 II.lMI ILSO

".. 1l.00 12.60 lJ.OO !J.N 13.00 lJ.'Ill 13.00 1.1.20 fLOO .... .... ....
194\ '.SO '.SO '.00 9.4$ .... .... ,.. .... 11.30 lJ.ll) 17.60 'i.IO
1942 '"'" 17.)0 ,.... 19.50 19.00 IlUG 11i.lll 15.80 16.10 1~.90 21,00 21.:lCI
19l 1 22.50 24.50 ".., 24.80 25.00 15.0:0 :!H1O 24.SO 24.50 "." 21.40 ".00,," 22.00 "00 22.40 n.40 22.20 n.20 ~2.S0 21.50 22.10 2J.50 24.10 24.40

n., ""'•..,
$/100 .....

"55 l.IO US '" l,IS US '.00 2.70 '.M '.SO 2.25 US 2.05
19J(> ~.%O 2.40 2.70 .... ,... 2.70 ,... J.n '.SO 4.JO 4.75 '.00
"J7 ,... ,... ,... 5.70 S.JO S.JO '.00 '.00 '.00 2.'5 2.05 U.
1938 2.JS >J, 2.10 2.10 2.1S 2.JO 'SO 2.4.0 1.75 1.85 1.75 1.75
1939 1.70 I.~O 1.75 ,... • n 2.10 2.10 2.05 J.l0 2.75 ,." ...
".. 2.65 2.65 .OS 2.50 2.75 '.SO ~.4S 2.00 2.1S 2.10 ,." 2.10
1941 '.00 '.00 2.10 2.70 J.JS US '.SO '"'. ,... J.45 ,." J.65
1942 3.70 US J.75 3.75 U. ,... ,... ,." 4.45 .... 4.75 4.75
"41 U, .,95 •.95 5.05 5.05 ,... 5.05 5.10 5.10 ,." 5.'5 US
19·. 5.70 US 1.65 .., 5.'5 W 5.'5 5.'5 5.70 ,... ,... ,...

t/.!:.~.
1935 •70 ... ... AS ." .OS •OS ... .;0 ." ." .",,,. ." .70 ." ." ... ... ." ..00 1.05 ... 1.05 1.05
1931 ,., 1.05 •OS ,... ..00 I.!S ..00 .... .n .SO ." .n
19.1~ •OS ... .SO .OS .OS .W .75 ." ." .n .n ."IU' ." .n .n ... AS .OS ... .., ." .W .SO .SO

1".0 .SO .S! ." ." ." ." ..00 ... ... .n ... ...
"41 ." " ... ." ." ,... '.00 ..00 ., .OS .OS ..00
1'}42 1.10 ,., 1.05 1.05 1.05 1.115 US 1.25 1.25 .... U• 1.35
19.3 .... 1.($ 1.55 LAS .." 1.115 1085 loftS 2.50 ,... '.SO '.SO
19H ,." 2.70 ,... .... '.00 J.fJO '.00 '.00 2.50 .... .... '.00

PIIt"i>,. •

"".1919 ." .70 .W ." ." ." l..l6 10M 1.10 ..00 UO ....
"" 1.87 2.U 2.74 3.48 4.14 4.26 .." 2.94 .n ... ... .SO
1'21 ." .OS .S< ." ... ." ." ..00 ." ." ... ."1922 " ." .S! ." ." ." 1.0.1 ." .n .SO ." 32
1923 ." ." .n •OS ... ." .n ." .OS .SO " .OS

192( .S! .W .OS .n ." .n 1.15 1.08 ." ." ." .SO
1925 ." ." ." .n ." 1.20 1.61 1..11 ." ... 1.35 1.'-
1926 1.1.0 1.45 l.S0 ,." 1.50 1..13 1.50 .00 ." "00 1.05 .OS
192i .., .00 .OS 1.10 UO !.SO 1.65 1.05 ." .SO ... ...
1928 ." ." ." ." •SO ." ." .75 ... ..15 ." .n
1'12" ." ..15 .n ..15 •S! .SO ." ." .OS .." l.l0 ,...
19JU 1.15 1.25 1.20 1.40 1.50 1.65 1.(0 •OS ... ." ." ••0
19J1 ." .H .H .H ... .W .S! .S! •.10 ." ." .SO
19.!! .,10 ." ." ." ." .2t1 .42 ..1J .'" ." ." .58
I'1J.1 .1" ." .58 ." .SO ." ." 1.05 ... .SO ... ...
I~H .," ." .S! ." ." ." .ro .S! .n .SO ... .H
1'!J5 ." ." .JZ ." .SO ." ... .n .n ." .SO .OS
1936 .OS .OS .SO ." .10 1..0 ..00 1.00 .\10 .n ." ."19J7 1.10 1.25 1.10 ... .80 .70 .ro ." .SO ." ." ."".. ." ." .n .n ." ." .OS ." .SO .Il ." ."
11139 .n .SO .H .n ." ." .H .H d • ." ." ."19.0 ." ." ... •S! ... .W .S! .OS ." .n ." "1941 .n .n ." ." ., .n ." ." ." ." ." .n
19(3 ... '.00 ." .." 1.25 1.10 1.45 LlO 1.15 .n ." ."I9·U .'" ,... 1.10 ,." 1.25 1.25 1.50 .." ... .W ..00 ...
'"" '00 1.05 l.OS ,... 1.10 1.15 I.?O .." .OS ." LlO 1.15

• Pri~,"" lor pot_loa for lhe )can 1919 Ii> 19H i"dul;ye han bee" ;""luded ill thi, bllll'li" b«allle lhere !>a.
been _Iidc..hl~ r""i,i<>n In Ih~1e .1>_ Bulletin No. 210 ...... PIlhli.haL
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Table '.-Monthly larm prices &0 Idaho lumen lor selected products
1935 &0 194". (Con'L)

Produd
and Jell. J_n. .·d~ M_r. AI". Mar J"~ July A"•. ,"". (k,. Nov. ,"'.

Br.&ot'lllllt'
$II lbI.

11l3S ,... S.1S 5.70 .... '.80 s.~o .... ~.S5 ".10 .." ".70 5.10

'''' 5.10 S." .." .... 5.30 S." .." 5.10 ~.IlS ".IlS .." .."193' S... S... .... ." .... 'J' .." .... .... .." '.SO 5.50
1113' UO S... .... S... 5.30 5.50 '.80 5.70 S... 5.30 .... 5.10
1'39 '.80 .." ... ... '.SO /UO 5.70 .... 6.30 .." .... 6.10

".. .." .." ,." 6.10 ..., 6.50 ." <S, 6.10 ..., 6.10 6.70
19.. 1 ,... 1."U ,... ." ." 7.911 ." 1l.71l 8.70 IUO .." IUO
19.f2 .... 9.10 .... .... '.SO .... .." .... 9.50 .." 9.70 ....
19H 10.50 11:20 11.70 11.70 11.10 11.50 ".so 11.00 10.41) .10.411 10.10 10.20
I'U 10.30 10.80 "... 10.90 10.60 10.00 10.~0 10.60 10.00 10.00 .... 10.70

H~.

$/100 ...
1935 ... ,." '.10 .... .... ,.so .so 10.50 9.70 9.~0 '.SO .80
'''' .... .... 11...0 9.70 .... 9.10 .... 10.00 10.10 !UIl .... ....
IU7 .... .... .... .... 9.30 10.00 10.70 11.50 .... '1.70 ." ,...
IIIJI .... 1.10 ." .... 7.30 1.10 '1.ro ... .... ,... ,... ,."1'139 ,... ,... '.SO 6.70 6.50 .... ... ... 7."0 ." 5.70 ....,... S... S." .... .." .... S." ... 6.50 .... .... '.80 S...,.., 7.30 ,... ,... .... ... .... 10.JO II.ot II.~O 10.00 10.00 10.10
19-12 11.10 11.70 U.70 11.20 lZ.60 12.60 U.'J/l 1J.50 IJ.IO 12.70 12."'0 llJO
1Il4J 1J.30 1~.20 I...SO 1...40 1J.80 lJ.40 lUll lJ.l>O U.OO 1J.70 1l.~1) 11,"0
I'IU 12.eoII "... U.1lO 1J.00 12.70 Il..w lJ.IO ... 00 L~.20 1J.30 1J.70 1J.70

1....
S!100 0..

IIlJS .... .." .... S... .... (,.,;!ll UO 6.LO 6.70 .... .... 7.30
193.. 7.50 ,... ,." 7.70 .." ,... 7.90 7.•0 .... ,... .... 7.10
1937 7.10 7."0 8.10 1.10 9.30 '.10 1.30 1.10 ,... ,... ,... 6.70
I'll 0.10 6.50 .... .... .... .... .... .... ..'" 6.10 6.30 6.50
IU9 6.'0 ,... ,... ,... .." 7.30 ,.so .... .... 7.30 .... ...
19..0 ,... .... ,." 7.70 .." .... ,... 7.30 ,." 7.30 '.SO ,...
1'''1 '.SO •." ." .... .... 9.70 9.10 9.10 .... 9.50 .." 9.50
19H .... .... 10.00 10.'10 11.40 12.00 11.70 11.60 ILSO 11.60 IUD 12:.00
1943 12.60 1J.20 1J.20 11.90 lJ.30 IVO lJ.OO 12.70 12.10 11.90 11.90 11.50
L',.... I !.lID 12.30 12.30 12...0 12...0 L1.711 lJ.oo 12.10 11.811 II.!!'I L2.lO 12.(,0

W...,,,.
1'135 " " .. " " '" 2! " 2l " 21 "1113', " 2', " " " " " " '" " " "1937 " " " " " " " " " " " "1938 " " " .. " " " " " " " "1939 " " " " " " " " " " " ",..,

" " " " " " " " " " " "1941 " " " " " " " " " " " "1942 " " .. " " " " '" " .. .. ..
194J .. " " " " .. " .. " .. " 58
194.. .. " " .. .. " " " " " " "

CilichM6.,,,.
19.15 ••• LO." 12.0 12.5 1.1.2 12.5 10.1 LVI 12.6 I2.S lJ.J I.l.J
1956 12.6 1.1.0 13.2 lJ.~ 13.4 1.1.2 12.7 12.4 12.6 12.1 11.6 10.1
L9.17 11.6 11.9 11.9 13.• 1~.3 13.4 1J.• L3.• L3 .• IJ.8 1J.6 1.1.2
19J8 1.1.1 IJ.3 1•. 1 13.6 1...0 L•.S lJ.7 U.S 14.0 1••2 13.8 1.1.4
1939 13.2 12.Il 13.• 14.0 U.S 12.4 12.7 12.5 12.2 Il.J 11.2 10.0

1940 10.2 10.3 10•• 10.9 11.6 11.0 1l.5 11.9 12.3 12.3 12.0 U.S
19.1 11.9 II.S 12•• 13.6 1•.1 .4.J L~.8 1•.6 14.2 IJ.6 I •.• I•• J
1942 14.6 15.0 15.6 16.0 16.2 16.8 16.2 ".J 18.4 17.2 16.9 18.5
1943 18.5 20.1 "., ,,~ 23.0 23.• 24.$ 24.9 23.9 2...5 23.1 22.5
19H 22..1 21.9 22.1 21.9 22.5 24.5 "., 24.2 22.8 21.9 23.4 23.5
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Table '._Monthly farm prtces to Idaho fanners tor seleded products
1935 to 1944 (Con't.)

r.odU<"l
and ynr Jail. ,... Ma •. Apr. Ma,. J"~ July A'.... ..... Od. No... ....

:Ie..
19J5 24.0 21.6 ".0 ". 19.3 20.1 Zo.o :22.0 2$.0 28.1 U.7 27.2
1936 ..., ,.. '" IS.1t 1S.6 '" 17.7 .... 24.1 27.9 30.4 ".,
1937 u.a 21.6 17.9 ,,. 16.9 I6.S "2 "2 2l.ll 25.9 ,,. 25.6
1938 ..., IU 1$.' IS.J IS.) ,U 21.0 22.6 25.8 27.6 31,2 31.1
1939 18.6 '7.0 11.0 ". 14.8 16.1 17.J llU 21 •• 24.2 26.6 19.7

".. 1S.7 IS.S '4.0 lJ.G 12.7 13.2 14.6 17.7 21.2 25.6 ,., 27.'
1941 .... 16.S IS.• If.' 19.9 71.7 n.7 24.8 ,u 31.1 34.• ....
1'42 ".. ,U 24.2 24.2 24.$ 25.2 26.1 27.S "2 H .• S9.S ...,
1943 39.S 33.8 ". "2 31.9 n.' H.S S8.3 41.0 «2 52.0 .U
1944 33.0 31.0 ..., ,.. 26.0 2(,.' 27.• ".. .10.7 n.) H.O "7.0

SaUn/.

""IUS " " " " " " " " " " " "1936 .- .- " " " " " " " " " "1937 " " " " " " " " " " " "'''' " " " " " " " " " " " "1939 " " " " n " " " " " " "".. " " " " " " " " " " " "1941 " " " " " " " " " " " "1942 " " " " .. " " " .. " " "IUS " " " " " " .. " " " " "19H " .. .. " " " " " .. .. " "
-:?~• .....,

1935 .... 1.50 ... .., ... 8.10 '.N '.00 .... .... .... ....
193' 6.S0 .... .... .... ... 6.50 .... 1.10 1.10 7.40 '''' ....
'93' '.00 '.00 ,... ,... ,... ,... ,... 7.50 ,... 7.70 ,... ,...
19J9 7.70 .... '.00 ... '.M ,... .... .... 7.10 '.00 '.00 ....
19J9 .... .... 6.40 • .00 5.70 '.00 .... .... 6.10 '.00 .... '.M
".. .... 6.70 .... ?Ill 6.70 ,... .... 6.70 .... .... .... ....
,\14\ .... 7.JO 1.30 ,... 7.70 7.50 .... ,... ,... '.00 .... 10.00
1\141 10.10 11.50 12.70 IJ.OO 12.40 12.30 12.JO "'" 12.00 12.60 12.60 14.111
194J 15.40 IUO 16.70 11.00 16.50 16.10 15.80 11.20 16.70 16.10 16.70 16.70
1944 16.70 17.00 16.50 16.40 IUO 16.20 15.10 14jO 14.80 15.50 14.80 14.80

•
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Table 10.-ldaho Index number series of farm priCe'll '
by months, 1935-1944

(1910-1914=100)

CROPS L.IVESTOCK

• •• • ..
t ~1l ". 81 " •0 , ,

jj~~ .., .~g", 'f " Hl}a,~ I'roduc'-
~

0 ! ~
~='! ::;;.~ ~1 :s'!
="'g'" • •• <.

193$

j" " .. " '" " " " .. .. '"·~b. " " " ". " " '" '" " '"Mu. " .. " " " " '" ". " ,n
Ar.r. '" "" " '" '00 " ". ". " ,n
~ ay " " " '" " " '" ", " '"Jun~ " " " " " " '" ". " ..
Illy " " " .. " " .. " " "AUI· .. " " " " " '" ". " "SrI". " " " .. " " "'. '" " '"Oct. " " ,", '" .. " '" '" '00 '00

Nnv. " .. " .. " " ". ", ", ".
,~. '" .. " " " " '" '" " '".... v. " " " " " " '" '" .. '"1936
Jan. '" " " " " " '" '" " '"t'rb. '" .. " " " " '" '" " '"Mar. '" .. .. " " '" '" '" " '".''tor . ",. .. " " .. " "" '" " ".
'" ay '" " .. " .. .. '" ". " ''''Junr '" '" " .. n" " '" '" " ".
'" '" ". ", .. '" .. ,,. ". '" ".

AUI. ". '" '" '" '" .. '" '" " '"Sorpt. '" '" '" "" '" .. '" '" .. '"Oct. '" '" '" '" '''' ", '" '" '00 '"N~. '" '" '" ". m '" '" '" '" '",~. '" '" '" '" ". '" '" '" '" '"A •• "" '" '" '" '" " "" '" .. '"
1937

j" '" '" ". '" '" '" 12~ "" .. '50
'rb. '" "" ". '" ,.. '" '" '" ~ ",

Ma •. '" '" ". ", ". '" '50 '" '" '"'y:' '" "" '" '" '" '" '" U9 " ".~ ay ". '" '" '" '" '" ". '" " ""Junr '" m '" '" '" '" '" ,,' " '"'" '" '" '" ". " '" '" ". " '"AUll. '" '" '" '" " '" '" '" " '"S<'llt. 'OS " '" ", " '" '" '" " '"Oct. '" " " " " " '" '" " '"Nnv. " " "" " " .. ,,. ". " '"lie<:. " " " " .. " '" ". " '".'\v. '" '" 120 '" " '" '50 '50 '" '50

1938
~an. " " " " " " '" '" " ""·rb. " " " .. " " '06 'OS .. '"Mar. " " " " " " '" '" " '"~r. .. " " " " " '" "" .. "" .. " " .. " " '" '" " "j,= " " " " .. " '" '" " 50
July " " " '" " " '" '" " ..
AUI. " .. '" " .. " ". '" .. ..
S.,.. " " " " " " '06 '" 56 ..
Oct. " " " .. '" " ", ". ", ..
N~. .. " " " " " '" ". '" '"""'. " " " " '" " '" ,,,,

'" '"A •. "
,

" " " .. '" '" " ""
'Thi. i, • cot1l;nuatiott of TaWr IV in J...Ju- N...,brr, nl INllo Po"" Priul, Idabo E"prrintrnt

J';latiu" nulletin Nn. 210 by C. O. Yn"UlCItrOnt. T~ data Inr thi• ....tt'~ oomvilrd from eurrent
ia.url of the llni.." Idahn. Olike nf th~ Divi.'olt nf Arricullural S"'ti'tiu. Bur.-u nf AVicul.
,,, ..I ~llOmi<:" United StalU lnpllrtrnntt of Ailr;cnlt"r~. Compibli"". alld ,,,vi'iona worr tnadr
b, 1_ J. Frnlkr and Karl UobllOll.
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Table to.-ldaho index number series of farm prices (Continued)
by months. 1935-1944

(1910-1914.=100)

CROPS LIVESTOCK

""'"
19J9

Jan.,..
:lola••
A"..0'
}.•
J..lr
A~.

~-
NO"".

''''.A••....
i-:b:
:\Ia•.
A"...,
j••'"~....
~.

:-;"".
''''.Ao.

lQH
}o.
~·eb.

Mar.
,.lop••..,
j••'"~'l&.
~~.

Ud.
N".''''.A••

19~2

J....
Feb.
Mar.

AI'"..,
j""''",\u•.

~.

N".''''.A••

..
"..
"""..
"..
"""II........,,.,,...
""""..
"
"""".
'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'U
'"
".".
'"'"'","".
'","
'"'","
'"

.,5 62 67 57 11
~"26;SS69

"''''1665'70
61 OJ " 64 ;z
"66685&76
b76770~;N

1>9 o-t 69 65 7S
1>' 6.1 03 62 72
; 82 as 62 lIS
72llOSZH78
H82MSS7S
7S 88 Il$ 52 74
..,jOHn'4

79 92 91 $7 77
1lO ¥.1 92 57 78
II! "'2 Yl.I 71 76

'SHiSH
~5 'I lIS aJ 80
AS III S4 10.1 i6
7970H8975
;~ 11 H 76 69
1\ 1J H 6.1 67
1>8 78 7' ~7 69
70 8. 82 ~; 11
6'1 eo 802 ~; 69
7IU8~6814

i>S N 82 44 68
70 80 8-1 46 68
70U85H69
16 86 90 .f6 52
'(,19914.186
&Ii 97 97 67 85
81 9'9 97 69 117
'HI lOJ 101 69 Il8
¥.l IlJ 110 ~ !HI
'i'l III lO~ 79 101

IU14 III HI 10.1 108
115 III> IH' llIl 108
117 ~7 98 65 a,

112 121 12J 128 110
12~ 121 128 13' 112
In 12l IJJ 12l' III
Il5 118 130 IS7 112
1J5 118 128 16l 113
IlO lIS 126 147 114
1~2 11' 12i 190 110
IlO liS 125 154 lOS
139 130 Il6 159 116
131 lJ2 139 120 126
1,\6 III 140 IJO l3J
IU 136 143 131 13~

I \J 123 132 U5 IIi

'"'"'"'"'"".,,.
102

'"'"'"'"'"
'"'"'"'"'"'"us,..,"
'"'"'"'"
'"'"'"'",n...
'"'"'"'"'"'"'"
'"'",..
'"'"".
'"'"'"'"'"".
'"

'"'"'""..
'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"
,"
'"'"'"'"'"".".".".'"".
'"
".
'"'",..
'""..
""'","
'"'"'""'.
'","
'"".
'"".".,"
'",..
'"'"'"

"..
"..
""..
"..
""""
""",.....
"....
",,.
""
"""..
"..
"..
'"11.l

'"'""
'"..
"..
"..",,0>".".,,,...
".

......
""......

,0>

'","
'"..
'"'"'"......
'",0>,"
'"'"'","
'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'""..'"...
'"'"
'"'"'","
'"'"",.,"".
'"'","
'"



THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF FARM PRICES TO IDAHO FARMERS 19

Table lB.-Idaho Index number series of farm prices (Continued)
by monlM, 1935-1944

(1910-1914=100)

CROPS LIVESTOCK

• t
..

! .. " . ]1 .' •• , ." ct~ .. I ~g..,
~ ••.... p.odueu i

.:: .. , &';1 $1 !!.. -." "" 6 =] :>. • -. •• .> <.

I'~J

~~ '"
,., '" ". '" '" '" "" '" '"on '" '" '" '" .., '" '" '" '"Ma•. '" '" '" ,.. 'M '" '" '" '" '"~.. ,.. ,.. '" II.; '" 'M '" 219 '"

,. ., '" '" '" '" ", ... '" '" p' '".,
j'~ '" '" '" '" '" ... '" '" '" '"'" ,.. '" ,.. '" ". ... '" '" '" '"Aq. '" '" ,.. '"

,,, ,.. '" !IO " ",.
&;r' '" '" '" '" '" I~; ", '" '" '"'" '" '" '" '" '" '" '" '"

,.,
NO'<'. '" '" '" '" '" ". ". ,,. ,.. '","". ,.. '" In IS; '" '" '" 192 '" '"A •• ". '" ". til ti6 '" "" "" '" '"
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