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During the summer of 1967, eye problems in
cattle increased throughout the state. Probably
one of the chief causes of eye problems was in-
fectious pink-eye, spread by the face fly. Face
fly was widespread in Idaho for the first time in
1967.

“Face fly” has become almost synonymous
with the word “pink-eye.” This is not entirely
correct. Cattle can have pink-eye with or without
the presence of the face fly. Pink-eye can occur
any time of the year and is thought to be caused
by a bacterium called Moraxella bovis, plus an ir-
ritation such as ultraviolet light from the sun, or
dust, grass awns, and viruses. As far as we know,
the bacterium cannot grow in the face fly. The
fly only acts as a mechanical carrier of bacteria
from the eyes of one animal to another, a job the
fly does very well. The face fly transmits bacteria
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readily and shows no breed preference among cat-
tle.

Infectious pink-eye is not the only cause of bo-
vine eye problems, however. Eye problems that
show up in your cattle should be diagnosed, be-
cause they can indicate infectious diseases such as
red-nose, malignant catarrhal fever, bovine virus
diarrhea, etc. Early diagnosis is important in
case of cancer-eye, as the animal can often be
saved with proper diagnosis and treatment. It is
best to seek the advice of your veterinarian for a
diagnosis, treatment, and prevention program.
Many of these eye conditions can be in combina-
tions. For instance, infectious pink-eye can occur
with or as a result of vitamin A deficiency or red-
nose infections.

The following chart is a guide to enable you to
better understand eye conditions of cattle.
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