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Perennial Weed Control

Chemicals-Cultivation-Crop Rotation

Bob Higgins — Extension Agronomist

Perennial noxious weeds have taken many years
to develop into the serious problem they are today.
They are mostly foreign plants introduced into
a favorable ecological situation. As such, they are
the most serious pollutant of our land resource. Only
through a persistent, conscientiously applied pro-
gram over several years can they be eradicated.
The suggestions made in this and other publications
have been successfully applied by other land
owners. They will help you to solve your perennial
weed problem if you fit them to your land and crop
management programs.

Team Work

The most effective and practical method of con-
trolling perennial weeds in badly infested fields is
to apply a suitable combination of cropping, chem-
icals and cultivation. By developing and persis-
tently applying a combination fitted to the indivi-
dual farm it is possible to increase crop yields and
also bring perennial weeds under control.

Suitable Crops

Crops best adapted to use for controlling these
weeds are silage or grain corn, small grains, or
grass. Short season cultivated crops, such as beans
and potatoes can be used to advantage. Thick vig-
orous alfalfa is very effective in controlling Canada
thistle. It is also effective in checking field bind-
weed.

Most other crops should not be grown on land
infested with perennial weeds.

Fertilizer and Management Essential

Good stands of healthy vigorous crops compete
best with weeds, and are also essential for high
yields. Have a soil test to determine fertilizer needs.
Use adequate amounts of nitrogen, phosphorous and
other needed nutrients. Prepare a good seed bed,
use heavy seeding rates, irrigate properly and man-
age for top yields.
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Crop Rotations for Irrigated Areas

It is usually best to plant grain or corn for three
consecutive years when starting a crop-rotation
program for weed control. Spray with 2,4-D twice
a year as outlined in the chart. This reduces the
stand of weeds so that a vigorous, thick stand of
alfalfa hay or grass pasture can be established.
After 4 years of alfalfa cut for hay, or grass pas-
ture sprayed twice a year with 2,4-D, plow the field
and plant it to beans, potatoes, or cereals. When a
suitable crop rotation and spraying program is con-
scientiously followed, the weeds will be reduced to
the point where spot application with an appropri-
ate herbicide will eliminate the few remaining
plants. It may be necessary to repeat the rotation
and spray program.

The following suggested rotation may have to be
modified for different areas and for different types
of weeds. Severe weed situations may require fal-
low in the rotation. Use appropriate herbicides
and other practices to control weeds each year of
the rotation.

SUGGESTED ROTATION-IRRIGATED AREAS

Firstyear s ... . s o Grain or corn
Secondyewr ......... .. i Y Grain or corn
Third'year .. oo s st Grain or corn
Fourthyear' .. soia i Alfalfa hay or grass pasture
Esfthvear .. ... 00 o by e Alfalfa hay or grass pasture
Sixthyear. ... - .. . . Alfalfa hay or grass pasture

Seventhvedr . . Alfalfa hay or grass pasture
Eighthyear /... . oo Potatoes, beans, grain or corn

Use of Herbicides for Perennial Weed Control
in Cereals

2,4-D is registered for a rate no higher than 1%
lbs. per acre applied either between tillering and
boot or from dough stage to harvest. When used be-
tween tillering to boot do not feed or graze treated
foliage for 2 weeks. When used at dough or later
stage do not use straw for feed. Use amine formula-
tion.
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