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Infertility and abortion are among the greatest
problems the cattle breeder faces today. In recent
years scientists, veterinarians and livestock men
have come to realize that calving percentage and
calf survival are dependent upon the health of the

yj cow, as well as upon known calfhood diseases. Dis
eases, nutrition and management not only affect the
cow during pregnancy but have a decided effect on
the calving performance. The purpose of this publi
cation is to point out some of the more common
diseases that can affect a cow before conception or
during pregnancy.

If infertility, delayed calving, or abortion be
comes a problem in your herd, work closely with
your veterinarian in an effort to find the cause so
a solution can be reached.

You can take certain steps to avoid or correct
these situations.

1. Purchase virgin heifers and bulls for breed
ing purposes. _

2. Have purchases tested for diseases, such as
Bang's and tuberculosis.

3. Have bulls examined for breeding soundness
and diseases they might transmit to your
herd.

4. Isolate all newly purchased cattle for 3 to 4
weeks.

5. Vaccinate with available vaccines against
diseases your cows are likely to encounter
that will cause reproductive failure.

6. Keep a close observation for cows that may
be coming back into heat after they should
be bred.

7.

9.

Have your cows' pregnancies checked as
soon as possible after they have been bred
45-60 days.
Have open cows examined and tested to de
termine the cause.

Keep health records on your cattle.

Some diseases, such as vibriosis, trichomoni
asis, and BVD (Bovine Virus Diarrhea), cause death
of the unborn calf during the first 90 days of preg
nancy. In these cases the calf is usually resorbed by
the cow, and abortion will not be evident. The cow
will come back into heat and conceive up to 6 months
after death of the fetus. The damage is usually not
known until the time of pregnancy examination or
calving. Open cows or delayed conception then be
comes evident.

Other diseases, such as IRB (Red nose), can
cause delayed breeding from soreness of the vagina
of the cow or penis of the bull. Pregnancy is pos
sible, but the animals are unwilling to breed. Here
again, there can be delayed breeding.

Some diseases, such as Bang's or tuberculosis,
cause abortion with subsequent delayed breeding.
Following abortion from Bang's, as an example, the
infection of the uterus may be persistent enough to
cause a delay in breeding. Abortion or death of the
calf in the uterus from any disease can result in
bacterial infection and delayed breeding.

The following chart will also include abortion be
cause some diseases cause both abortion and ap
parent delay of conception, some only abortion,
and some infertility only.
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