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Modern technology has given today’s consumer a wide
variety of fibers, fabrics and finishes from which to choose.
Selecting and caring for clothing has become a complex
process indeed!

Consumers need information. Until recently they had
to depend on separate, removable hangtags which often
were misplaced or discarded. The solution was a Federal
Trade Commission ruling in 1972 requiring permanently at-
tached care labels in most articles of clothing, domestic or
imported. Fabrics for home sewing must also be labeled.

Items not covered by the ruling at present include:
o Headwear, handwear and footwear.

o Disposable items.

e Items that need no maintenance.

o Completely washable items intended to sell for $3 or
less.

¢ Fur or leather items.
® Purely decorative and ornamental items.

e Remnants cut and shipped by the manufacturer,
commonly known as “mill ends”.

® See-through or other items that would be substantial-
ly impaired by a care label (FTC must exempt).

Label Language

Permanent care labels must indicate fully, clearly and
completely the regular care and maintenance required for
ordinary use and enjoyment of the item.

Labels must:

e Inform how to wash, iron, dry, bleach, dry clean, etc.,
to maintain and care for a particular article.

* Warn if usual care methods seem to apply but do not.
* Apply to all parts, such as linings, trimmings, etc.
¢ Use words — not symbols.

* Stay attached.
* Be easy to locate.
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Che New Look in Labels

Use care labels to predict performance and cost of up-
keep in choosing which items to buy.

Labels must not:

e Use promotional language such as ‘“‘never needs
ironing”.
* Give confusing or insufficient instructions.

Fabrics for Home Sewing

Care labels must be supplied with fabrics sold to con-
sumers for the purpose of making clothing. Insist on your
care label when you purchase fabric. Use the care label to
help you select notions and trim that require the same care
as the fabric or garment. Remember to attach the label to
the garment you make.

Triangle System

The triangle system is often used for fabric labeling.
Nine methods of fabric care are defined and each is
assigned a number between one and nine. This number is
designated within a triangle. The appropriate triangle with
its number is printed on the bolt, board or roll end of
fabric. When selling the fabric, the clerk checks the number
on the board end, then gives the consumer a care label
bearing the identical number and complete care instruc-
tions.

Machine wash, warm:
Method delicate cycle, tumble dry,
4 low; use cool iro

* Remain legible through washings and dry cleanings.




Information Tape System

Some fiber and fabric producers insert an informative
tape into fabric bolts or rolls. Care instructions are printed
at intervals on the tape. When the home sewer purchases a
length of fabric, the tape is dispensed automatically with
the fabric.

Follow Instructions

You can keep your clothing fresh and new looking
longer by following the care instructions as closely as you
can. The Consumer Care Guide for Apparel will help you
understand and follow the brief care instructions found on
permanent care labels on garments. Be sure to read all care
instructions!

To insure best results, check the water temperature of
your home washing machine with a weather or candy ther-
mometer. Warm should be 90 to 110 degrees F.; hot at least
140 degrees. If the temperature varies from this, the water
heater thermostat may need to be adjusted.

Also check the temperatures of your dryer and the cool-
down cycle if it has one. Your service representative will be
able to advise you.

When the label calls for dry cleaning, ask your local dry
cleaner about pretreating and other services. With coin-
operated machines, find out when the cleaning fluid is
filtered — clean fluid is important. Some fluid is filtered
continuously.

Mw MACHINE WASH WARM B
IV ¥Y¥ Tumble Dry 4-5

100% Cotton
FLAME RETARDANT FABRIC

®To Retain Flame Retardant Properties
Do Not Use soap, bleach, low or non-
phosphate detergent. Do Not Send
to Commercial Laundry.

Company Name

Rights and Responsibilities

You as a consumer have a right to:

e Well defined care instructions.

» Satisfactory garment performance when care instruc-
tions are followed.

e Recourse when instructions have been followed
carefully and garment performance is not satisfac-
tory.

and responsibilities to:
e Use care labels to select apparel on basis of how
much it will cost for care.

e Insist salespersons at fabric counters provide care
labels to sew into the finished garment.

e Sew labels in finished garments.

* Report legitimate violations to retailers, manu-
facturers and FTC.

Industry also has a right to:

¢ Expect consumers to follow care instructions precise-
ly.

* Hear from consumers when textile products do not
live up to expectations.

and a responsibility to:

e Base care information on practical and precise
pretesting of garments.

This publication was prepared by Janice Buckner, Extension Textiles and
Clothing Specialist.

The accompanying Consumer Care Guide for Apparel is reprinted with permission
of the Consumer Affairs Committee. American Apparel Manufactuers Association.
It was produced by that committee, based on the Voluntary Guide of the Textile
Industry Advisory Committee for Consumer Interests.
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BOUNDARY

Box 267,
Courthouse
Bonners Ferry
83805

BONNER

Courthouse
Sandpoint 83864

1

KOOTENAI

Box 878,
Courthouse
Coeur d’Alene
83814

BENEWAH

Box 189,
Federal Bldg.
St. Maries 83861

LATAH

University of Idaho College of Agriculture

B INDIAN PROGRAMS
Reservation Agcy. Off
Fort Hall 83203

@ 'NDIAN PROGRAMS
North Idaho Agency
Lapwai 83540

Room 209,
Courthouse
Moscow 83843

NEZ PERCE
820 21st. St.

Lewiston LEWIS
83501( Courthouse

Nezperce 83543

Room 3, Courthouse
Grangeville 83530

CLEARWATER

Box 872, Federal Bldg.

Orofino 83544

DAHO

LEMHI

Box 43,
Courthouse
Council 83612

WASHINGTON

Box 270
Weiser 83672

P.0. Bldg. [GEM

VALLEY

Box 337, Scheline Bldg.
Donnelly 83615

Salmon 83467

CUSTER

Box 160; Courthouse
Challis 83226

Box A, Courthouse

The University of Idaho
College of Agriculture

CLARK

Box 65, Courthouse
Dubois 83423

Serving the State

Teaching .... Research .... Service

This is the three-fold charge of the College of Agriculture
at your state Land-Grant institution, the University of Idaho.
To fulfill this charge, the College extends its faculty and
resources to all parts of the state.

Service ... The Cooperative Extension Service has active
programs in 42 of Idaho’s 44 counties as shown on the
accompanying map. These College of Agriculture faculty
members are supported cooperatively by federal, state and
county funding to work with agriculture, home economics,
youth and community development.

Research ... Agricultural Experiment Station scientists
are located at the campus in Moscow, at Research and
Extension Centers near Aberdeen, Caldwell, Parma,
Sandpoint, Tetonia and Twin Falls and at the U.S. Shee
Experiment Station, Dubois. Their work includes researc
on every major agricultural crop in Idaho and on economic
and community development activities that apply to the
state as a whole.

Teaching ... Centers of College of Agriculture teaching
are the University classrooms and laboratories where
agriculture students can earn bachelor of science degrees in
any of 20 major fields, or work for master's and Ph.D.
degrees in their specialties. And beyond these are the
variety of workshops and training sessions developed
throughout the state for adults and youth by College of
Agriculture faculty.

FREMONT

Box 328, Courthouse
St. Anthony 83445

JEFFERSON ol T TeToN
Box 187, Courthouse | Box 146,
BUTTE Courthouse Rexburg C°;"‘i:‘;‘s‘“
Rigby 83442 83440
CANYON Box 832, Courthouse ht! 83422
Box 1058 Arco 83213
Caldwell e BLAINE BONNEVILLE
83605
188
5115 Box 216, Courthouse Box -
Fairview Ave|  EYMORE Box 157, Hailey 83333 - Idaho Falls 8340
Boise 83704 Courthouse Courthouse BINGHAM
Mountainiiome Fairfield 83327
83647 Box 271, P.0. Bldg.
GOODING Blackfoot 83221
LINCOLN e
oute
gzl;:il:'ouse Box 608, Courthouse |Rupert BANNOCK
9 Shoshone 83352 3350 CARIBOU
3330 8
5 | Box 4228, Sial
Courthouse ox _
JEROME FOVER :ocalo“o Soda Springs 83276
Courthouse ~ [MINIDOKA Box 97, 83201
OWYHEE Jerome 83338 Courthouse
TWIN FALLS American Falls
Box 400, Marsing Bldg. i 83211
i 634 Addison Ave. W.
™M 83639 KE
b Twin Falls 83301 BEAR LA
CASSIA Box 218,
518, Courthouse ONEIDA FRANKLIN( Courthouse
BOXDAD. 508l is 83261
Burley 83318 Box 186, Courthouss . [ZBox427. 7| Raos 8
Malad 83252 Courthouse
Preston 83263

Issued in furtherance of cooperative extension work in agriculture and home economics. Acts of May 8 and June
30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, James L. Graves, Director of Cooperative
Extension Service, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho 83843. We offer our programs and facilities to all people
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without regard to race, creed, color, sex, or national origin.




