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Assessing Growth Impacts

Are You Asking the Right Questions?

Norman L. Walker and Neil L. Meyer

This publication was developed to help elected
and appointed officials and community citizens to
assess growth impacts. Answering or seeking solu-
tions to these questions should provide a basis for
community decisions on growth.

Identified impacts should be translated into
actual needs which could be met through assistance
from government, from the developer or through
their combined efforts. Needs should be defined as
specifically as possible: for example, to provide for
X number of new students, recognizing that some-
times an impact may have several alternative solu-
tions — X number of new classrooms versus X num-
ber of buses to take children to a neighboring com-
munity with excess capacity.

Assessing An Impact

Large developments or a series of small develop-
ments can change a community’s way of lifeand way
of doing business. A minimum assessment of the
situation will provide the following information:

e How will changes in the community be distrib-
uted over time? The emphasis at this point is de-
termining the length of different phases and not
the exact construction date.

® The effect the development will have on employ-
ment and wages.

e Identification of community services, facilities
and local characteristics that may be affected by
change and their ability to accommodate change.

e Dates public costs will be incurred.

e Dates revenues will be available to meet public
costs.

A community should seek help in preparing an
impact study if it does not have the information,
resources or staff to answer the preliminary ques-
tions. Detailed information may not be needed at
this stage, but the community must achieve a basic
understanding of its potential problems before it
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Specific questions should be asked once an over-
view of the project is achieved. A picture of specific
areas of concern can be provided by answering the
following questions:

Economic and Demographic

What is the expected employment of the develop-
ment and for how long?

How is this employment distributed between
phases of the development and how long will each
phase last?

What other employment will be generated as a re-
sult of the project?

How is production expected to change among
major industrial sectors? Will the change require
substantial public support facilities?

How will population change as a result of this in-
creased employment?

What will be the characteristics of this new popu-
lation . . . sex ratios, fertility rates, death rates?

Will the characteristics change the long-term pop-
ulation trends of the area?

How will the increased population be distributed
geographically in the county, city, etc.?

Land Use
What are the land types, existing land covers and
current uses?

What land uses are suitable for the area, i.e., agri-
culture, forestry, mineral exploration and extrac-
tion? Is a map available indicating these suitable
land uses?

Natural Resources
What are the uses of:

® waters ® harbors e thermal waters
e forests e fisheries ® beaches

® range o wildlife e watersheds

® soils ® minerals ® shorelines
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