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The federal government participates in coopera
tive grasshopper control programs on rangeland
through the Plant Protection Division of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. This program does not
generally apply on cropland unless it falls within a
block of rangeland.

For privately owned rangeland, the program
funds one-third of the total grasshopper control
costs as long as landowners have arranged in ad
vance for payment of the remaining costs. The Plant
Protection Division will pay the full cost of treating
infested federal lands and one-third of the cost of
treating state or county lands. Personnel from Plant
Protection Division, USDA, will supervise the pro
gram, supply insecticide and arrange for its applica
tion under cooperative programs.

The insecticides used in cooperative control pro
grams will be 8 ounces of Malathion ULV Concen
trate or 16 ounces of Sevin 4 oil in 4 ounces of diesel
oil per acre applied by aircraft.

Criteria for A Control Program
Criteria that must be met to qualify for federal

participation are as follows:

1. The USDA will join in grasshopper control pro
grams only if substantial acreages of rangeland
(10,000 acres or more) are involved.

2. The two-thirds share of program costs which are
paid by ranchers or by state or county sources
must be on deposit with a rancher committee be
fore the federal government will submit contract
bids for the treatment. In the past, state funds
have been available for control programs on pri
vate lands, so ranchers have had to pay only one-
third of the cost.
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3. Grasshopper control areas must include all eco
nomically infested land (usually where 8 or more
grasshoppers are found per square yard) in a
given district. Solid-block acreages normally are
required within the infested area. All landowners
in a seriously infested area must participate in
the control program. This ruling was developed
to eliminate reinfestation from untreated areas
within the block.

Organizing A Control Program
Swift action by extension agents and ranchers

when grasshopper outbreaks occur is the key to
organizing cooperative control programs. It is pre
ferable to plan the program well in advance of an
outbreak, but this is not always possible. When
grasshopper buildups are noted or anticipated,
meetings should be called to determine if there is
interest i? a cooperative control program. If a co-



operative effort is desired, the following steps
should be taken to develop the program:

1. Form a landowner (rancher) committee of five or
more with chairman, secretary and treasurer.

2. Contact federal entomologists to determine the
infested area and secure their recommendations
for control.

3. Have the committee convass all landowners in
the outlined infested area to secure finances on
rangeland acreages.

4. The committee must determine if the county and
state are going to support the program mone
tarily. These agencies should be kept advised of
all further developments.

5. The committee must obtain agreement from all
concerned parties to undertake a cooperative
control program.

After the entire landowner's share of costs is on

deposit in a bank, the USDA will request bids from
aerial applicators and accept the most advantageous
one.

Estimating Application Costs

Cost examples of control programs with aircraft
are estimates only. The final cost of each program
depends mainly on charges for aircraft application
of pesticides.

$ .80

.60

.10

Insecticide, malathion (8 oz/acre)
Aerial application (per acre)
Overhead (government travel and expenses)

Total cost per acre

Further information

tacting your county agent

$1.50

may be obtained by con-
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This heavy infestation of grasshoppers demonstrates
the crop defoliation capability the insect has on range-
land.
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