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Lice on Beef Cattle
Hugh W. Homan

Extension Entomologist

Lice cause losses in all types of beef cattle opera
tions. Some animals that develop extremely large
lice populations may abort their calf or die from
anemia caused by blood loss but the major loss
results from poor feed conversion.

In cow-calf operations, lousy cattle will produce
less milkand will wean lighter calves. Cattle feeders
will find lousy cattle require more feed for each
pound gained. Louse-infested cattle appear un
thrifty and have dry looking skin. They also damage
fences, corrals andfeeder bunks byrubbing onthem
to relieve the irritation caused by lice feeding. Lice
are primarily a wintertime problem because sun
shine, rain, self-grooming and short summer hair
coat make poor conditions for their development.

Cattle are the only host of cattle lice. Usually 1
or 2% of the cattle in a herd are carriers that will
harbor high numbers of lice year around. Bulls are
often carriers since they have a denser coat and
cannot self-groom as easily as the othercattle. Lice
spread by contact from carriers to other animals in
the herd. Cattle lice spend their entire life on the
animal and will live only a few days off the host if
removed. Lice can pass from egg to adult in 3 to 4
weeks. Eggs that fall off the host will not hatch
unless the weather is hot and then the young must
find a host within 2 to 3 days or they will die.

Each time cattle are handled they can be exam
ined for lice in a few seconds. Part the hair with
your fingertips and examine the animal in several
places including the neck, withers, brisket, shoul
ders, midback, tailhead and behind the rounds.

Idaho has 4species of lice that infest cattle. Three
ofthese species feed by piercing the skin and sucking
blood. The shortnosed cattle louse is normally
found as a pest of adult animals. The longnosed
cattle louse infests calves most heavily, but is often
found on mature animals in low numbers. The little
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blue cattle louse is found on all ages of cattle. The
fourth species, the cattle biting louse, feeds on the
scales of the skin and causes irritation. It is reddish
colored instead of blue like the bloodsucking lice
and it is usually found at the base of the tail or
withers of cattle of all ages.

Chemical Control
Use any of the chemicals in the accompanying

table to control lice.

Method of Days to

Insecticide application* slaughter

Ciodrin S, D 0

Ciovap S 0

CoRal S, Dp, D 0

Delnav S, Dp, B 0

Dursban P 21

GX 118 S, Dp, P 21

GX 130 P 21

Korlan S, P, B Oto 14

Lindane S, Dp, B 30 to 60

Lysoff P 21 to 35

Malathion S, D, B 0

Methoxychlor S, Dp, D 0

Neguvon P 21

Prolate S, Dp, P 21

Rabon S, D 0

Ravap S, D 0

Ruelene S, P 7

Spotton P 45

Tiguvon P 35 to 45

Toxaphene S, Dp, D, B 28 to 30

Warbex P 35

♦Application methods
B = Backrubbei• M = Mist spray

D = Dust P - Pour-on

Dp = Dip S .= Spray




