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Pesticides used safely and effectively can save
home gardeners considerable time and labor and
can increase the quality and quantity of the plants
they grow. The best advice in using pesticides is to
read and follow the label of the product you are
going to apply. All pesticides have a potential for
some form of damage if they are not handled and
applied with care.

Safety
Reading the pesticide label is the first step toward

its safe and effective use. The label will tell you if any
special protective clothing is necessary when
applying the pesticide, how long to keep children
and pets off treated areas and how long to wait
before eating treated produce. The label also has
valuable information for you in case you spill some
on yourself and for your doctor in case someone is
accidentally poisoned.

Your greatest potential exposure to a pesticide is
when you are loading your sprayer or other
applicator. This is especially true when you are
handling a concentrated pesticide. When handling
pesticides, wear a long sleeved shirt and long pants
to reduce the extent of your exposure. A pair of
rubber boots and gloves will protect your feet and
hands and can be cleaned with a hose. If you use

pesticides regularly, have a set of
coveralls, cap, gloves and boots set
aside to use when you are applying
pesticides. Wash this clothing sepa
rately from the other wash after each
use. Wash your hands and face with
soap and water after you work with
pesticides and before eating, drink
ing or smoking.

Storage and Disposal
Pesticides should be stored out of reach of

children and isolated from any food or feed,
preferably in a locked cabinet. Emulsifiable
concentrates (EC), those containing a petroleum
solvent or xylene, are flammable. All pesticides
should be kept away from heat since this can cause
breakdown of the chemical and a loss of effective

ness. On the other hand, freezing can cause
separation of ingredients in emulsifiables resulting
in uneven distribution and clogging of spray nozzles
during application. Ideally, pesticides should be
stored in a locked, cool, dry place, safe from freezing
temperatures. Because certain organic pesticides,
especially some insecticides, have a limited storage
life, it is generally advisable not to buy more
pesticide than you will use in a growing season.

Disposal of excess pesticides is a problem to be
avoided. Buy only as much pesticide as you will use
in a year, and mix only as much as you will need for
the job. Dispose of rinse water from your sprayer in a
safe place where ground water will not be contami

nated and people, pets and sus
ceptible plants won't be

harmed. Make your empty
pesticide container as safe

as possible before dis
carding by filling it

one-third full of

water, shaking
vigorously and
then using this
rinse water to

help dilute your
last batch of

spray. Repeat
this procedure




