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Subterranean termites are well known for damaging
houses, garages, barns, sheds, and any wood that comes
in close contact with soil, including fence posts, electric
poles, and tree stumps. Subterranean termites are found
statewide in Idaho except for the Panhandle and high

mountain country. Termites are
beneficial when they decom-
pose dead trees and provide
nourishment from the decom-
posed wood for new forests,
but are extremely damaging
when they attack our houses
and buildings. Subterranean
termites do not live in build-
ings, but return to the soil daily
unless the structural wood is
damp.

A homeowner is usually un-
aware of a termite infestation
until finding one or more of the
following conditions:
= hundreds of smoky winged
adults emerging in or
around a house,

=» a mud tube under or on a
wall of the house touching
the soil,

= an area of the floor sags a
little when stepped on,

*‘% Universityofidaho

Termite worker

Carpenter ant worker

Fig. 1.

Termites are often confused with
carpenter ants.

Winged carpenter ant

=» when remodeling, the homeowner finds a piece of
lumber with termites and galleries where termites
have been feeding in the wood,

= piles of small sand-like pel-
lets along a wall, door, win-
dowsill, or baseboard that
reappear a few days after
cleaning.

The easiest way to tell an ant
from a termite is to look at its
waist between the thorax and
abdomen. The ant has a con-
stricted, wasp-like thin waist
while the termite’s waist is
broadly joined to the abdomen.
Termites are usually a creamy-
white color while ants are
brown or black. The termite has
straight antennae and the ant
has an elbowed, L-shaped an-
tennae. If the termite is winged,
all four wings will be of equal
length and about twice as long
as thebody. If the ant is winged,
the fore wings will be longer
than the back wings, and only
slightly longer than the body
(fig. 1).
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